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SERMON L 



the Fe^ rf God. 



H7 CBtl.Dlt£ir, 

OAVIDy in the thirty'fourth Psatm^ and the eleventh 
verse^ speaks to you in these words: 

"* COMC, )« dttldRo, bnrfccn noto me, and I will teach you the lar 
oftfaetoxtl." 

jJaVID was appointed, when he was young, 
to be king over Ifirael, God chofe him, in preference 
to his brethren, not becaufe he was ruddy, and of 
a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look upon j 
but becaufe he was of a pious difpoution — a young 
iQan after God's own heart. " For the Lord feeth 
not as man feeth j man looketh on the outwatd 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart/' 

This godly king defired, that all his people 
ihould &ar God ; for, then, he knew that God 
would make them profperous and happy. He de- 
fired, that children, as well as others, Ihould learn 
to fear God ; for they were a part of his people ; 
and if they feai^ed God when they were young, he 
helped they would ferve him when they were old ; 
and would alfo teach their children to ferve him ; 
aad thus the people would be virtuous and happy 
from generation to generation. 

He calls upon children to hearken to him* 
Vol. V. B 
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le The Fear of God. 

You, who are children, need inftru6Hon* 
Knowledge is not born with you^ Tou have not 
had time to learn much by fiudy and experience. 
What you obtain in your childhood, muft come 
chiefly by information frdm others. 

You have need of knowledge, for you have 
fouls to be faved, as well as they who are older^ 
And the religion by which you are faved muft be* 
gin with knowledge. 

If you would underftand tie fear of the Lord, 
and find the knowledge of God, you muft incline 
your hearts to underftanding— ^You muft hear in- 
urudion and not refufe it. 

You muft hearken to your parents. God has 
commanded them to train you up in the way in 
which you fliould go-^-^to teach you knowledge 
and make you underftand doftrine— to give you 
line upon Une, and precept upon precept. It is 
their duty to point out to you the narr'ow way 
which leads to life, and to caution you a^nft, 
and reftrain you from, the broad path of un and 
death. God will pumfii them, if they neglect to 
inftruft and warn you. They know what is ufe- 
fiil, and what is hurtful to you — ^they are concern- 
ed for your happineis. This is the reafon why 
they fo often fpeak to you about God and heav- 
en, about fin and hell ; and why they fometimes 
deny you the things which you defire. 

You muft hearken to them — not only hear, but 
remember what they fay, and obey them in the 
Lord, for this is right. When you are abfent 
from them, you fliould think, what they have 
told you ; not to lie, or fwear, or quarrel, pr fpend 
your time fooliftily ; and you fliould behave as if 
you were within their reach, and under their eye. 

You muft hearken to minifters. Jefus Chrift, 
who died for our fins, as foon as he rofe from the 
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dead, met with Peter, one of his apoftlcs and 
minifters ; and almoft the firft thing he faid to 
him was, ** Peter, if you love me, feed my lambs ;" 
i. e. teach my little diildren. . Chrift calls you his 
lambs to fignify that you fhould, like them, be in- 
nocent and harmlefs. He commands his minifiers 
to teach you, that you fhould be holy and with- 
otit blame before him in love. If minifters are to 
teach you, then you muft hearken to them. When 
you, on the Lord's day, go to his houfe, remem- 
ber that he is there. He has faid, that where his 
difdples meet together, he is in the midft of them. 
John beheld Jefus, on this holy day, walking in 
the churches. And He has eyes like a flame of 
fire. He fees every thing that is done or even 
thought. Go then, take your place decently— 
ftay in it quietly — ^watch your thoughts carefully 
—hear God's word diligently— endeavour to un- 
derftand what you hear, and to remember it, that 
you may repeat it when you go home, and prac- 
tife it every day. 

Confider now, what the good king of Ifrael 
promifedto teach children. He lays **Iwill teach 
you the fear of the Lord." 

^ To fear G6d, and keep his commandments, is 
the whole duty of man." 

I. Tou muft know, that there is a God ; a 

great, wife and good Being, who created you at 
rft, preferves you ftill, and fupplies your wants 
continually. You cannot fear and ferve him, un- 
til you know him. 

You have often been taught, and I fuppofe you 
bcKevc, that there is a God. You cannot fee him, 
for he is a fpirit — No man hath feen him at any 
time. He is invifible. But his works you may 
fee, wherever you go, and wherever you look : 
hence you know that there is a God. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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If you fhonld ga into the wilderBe(s« and tber0 
{houki find a houfe neatly built and finifhed off; 
but ihould find no perfon near it ^ what would 
you thint ? Would you fuppofe the houfe grew 
there, juft as the trees grow ? No ; you woxUd 
know lomebody had been there to build it, as cer« 
tainly as if you had feen it done. ^^ Every houfe 
is builded by fi)nie xndsx : And he that built all 
things is God.** You know that this world, and 
the things which are in it, did not nuke theai-. 
iHves J and therefore you certainly know, thero 
is fome unfeen Being who made them } axul thi^ 
Being is great, and wife and good. 

2. If there is a God, you ought to £ear him^ 
^' Great is the Lord, and greatly to be feared, an4 
to be had in reverence of all that are about him/* 
If you would know what it is to fear God, confider 
what it is to fear your parents. You ^nderiland 
what the word means,, when it is applied to thenu 
Its meaning is much the fame, when it is s^plied 
to God. To fear your parents is to efi;eem and 
honour them, to pleafe and obey them,, to fpeak 
well of them , and behave decently to them. The 
iame tempers and difpofitions are implied in fear- 
ing God. You muft remember, however, that 
as God is infinitely greater, and wifer, and better, 
than the beft earthly parents j fo you muft regard 
him more than them. 

I will here teach you why you muft fear God } 
and how you muft fear him. 
^ First : I will {hew you, why you muft fear 
God. 

J . You muft fear him, becaufe he is a hol)^ Be^ 
ing. 

^^ He is of purer eyes than to behold evil ; he 
cannot look on iniquity." " He cannot be tempt* 
cd of evil i neither tcmpteth he any maiu'' The 
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vofgdg are often inicriptiure called holy ; andgoo4 
are fbmetimes honoured with the title q£ 



£unts, or holy perfbns. But the hoUnels 6f God 
fo much exceeds the hoUneik of the moil; perfect 
creature, that it is fidd, <* He only is holy-" "He 
charges his angels with folly." ^^ The heavens 
are not dean in liis fight." " He humbleth him* 
idlf to behold the things which are in heaven." The 
glorious train of angels in God's temple above, 
cover their faces before him, and cry, " Holy, ho^ 
hr, holy is the Lord of hoils ; the whole earth is 
nil of nis glory." 

When Mofes, in the wilderneis, faw a bu(K oa 
fire, and not confumed^ he knew that this denot- 
ed the fpedal prefence of God ; and therefore it 
is£ud, '^ He hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look upon God." 

When the prophet Elijah heard the ftill voice of 
God, ^^ he wrapt his face in a mantle." He had be* 
fore fdt a firong wind, and a violent earthquake, 
which rent the mountains and brake in pieces the 
focks ; and he felt them without any terrour up* 
on his mind. But when he heard a voice from 
the holy God, though it was ftill and fmall, yet 
it ieemed iblemn and awful ^ and he covered his 
fa^ce^ becaufe he was afraid of God's prefence. 

Now if fuch holy men, and holier angels fear 
God, how much ihouldypu fear him ? He knows 
^ad hates every finful thought, wicked word, and 
vile adion. How dare you, then, do, or fpeak, 
en- tlunk, any thing which you know to be wrong? 

2. Tou ihould fear God, becaufe he is ali^*ays 
frtfint with you* 

God is fometimes (aid to be in heaven, becaufe 
he there makes fome fpedal difplays of his glorU 
00s perfections } but really he is. every where* 
He is oa earth : He is in this place : he hears what 
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I am fpeaking ; and he knows what you are 
thinking. " He fcarches you, and knows you. 
He knows jour tiown-fittinff and your up-rifing, 
and underftaqds your thoughts afar oflF. He com- 
pafles your path and your lying down, and is aci. 
quainted with all your ways. There is not a word 
in your tongue, but lo, he knows it altogether. 
You cannot go from his fpirit, nor flee from his 
prefence. Darknefs and light are both alike to 
him." Do you not fear this God ? — ^You are a- 
fraid to do wickedly in the prefence of your pa- 
rents. You fpe^k and aft many things, when 
you are out of their fight, which you do not 
choose they fhould know. But remember, you 
cannot hide yourfelves from God. He always ob- 
ferves you. He looks you through and through. 
How. dare you ever tell a lie ? He hears you, and 
he abhors the deceitful child. How dare you fpeak 
profeinely ? He knows every word you fay, and he • 
will not hold you guiltlefi when you take his 
name in vain. How dare you entertain wicked 
thoughts ? He perceives them all ; and a heart 
that devifes evil imaginations, is abomination to 
him. 

When you are in company, and at your diver- 
fions, think of God's prefence ; thus you will be 
made more watchful againft fin. • If you are afraid 
at any time to be alone, think that a gracious God 
is with you, and put your truft in him. When 
he guards you, nothing can hurt you. Pray to 
him in fecret ; he can iiear you in every place, 
and will reward you. openly. ♦ 

3. You fliould fear God, becaufe he is powerful. 

You fear your parents, becaufe they have pow- 
er to punifii you, when you offend them. God 
has more power than they, more than all men in 
the world, more than all creatures in the univerfe. 
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J£ be created this world and all creatures in it j if 
he created the fun and nioon^ and all thofe won- 
derful bodies of light which you feein the evening; 
and if he moves, and preferves them all ; then he 
is great, and of great power, and nothing is too 
hard for him. 

You fometimes fee a little of God's power, in 
mighty winds, violent fiorms, and terrible light- 
ning and thunder* But thefe are only ^* the hid- 
ing of his power." He can deftroy the world ; 
yes, all worlds, as eafily as he made them : And 
the fcripture tells us, he will deftroy them. " The 
ikies Ihall pais away with a great noife, the ele^ 
ments ihall melt with fervent heat, and the earth, 
and the works that are therein, ihall be burnt up.'* 
Then all good men and good children will afcend 
on high, to dwell forever with God, with Chrifl:, 
and with holy angels : but the wicked ihall be 
turned into hell ; they ihall go away into ever- 
lafiing punilhnient. Dreadful thought ! 

Children, do you not believe, that God has 
fpoken this, and will do as he has fpoken ? How 
dare you, then, fin againit him ? Who knows the 
power of his anger i What a fearful thing it is, for 
guilty creatures to fall into his hands ? 

4* Tou ihould fear God becaufe h&is righteous • 

He not only hates iin, but will puniih impeni- 
tent iinuers. He often punilhes wicked men and 
wicked children in this world, and will puniih 
them more terribly in the world to come. 

You have heard how he once poured a flood of 
water upon the earth, and deftroyed all its inhab- 
itants young and old together, except ei^ht per- 
fons, beCaute all but th^e had corrupted his way. 
You have heard, how he rained down upon Sod- 
om a &OTm of fire and brimilone from heaven, 
and confumed at once all the people who lived 
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there, except Lot and two of his chtldr eh ; i)t^ 
tiaufe their wickednefi was great, and they kugh^ 
ed and mocked at pious Lot^ who warned them 
to repenc. You have heard, how he made the 
earth open its motith, and fwallow up Korah^ 
and a number of ungodly people, and their wick«. 
td children with them ; becaufe they murtnured 
ar^nft him, and would not obey his commands* 
'[uiey all funk down alive into the pit^ with fuch 
dreadful outcries, that the people who fiood near 
•ed away, for fear that the earth would fwallow 
them tip too. You have heard, how a number 
of proline children, who mocked at a godly proj^ 
et, were torn in pieces by wild beafl»— ^ou have 
heard, how Ananias and Sapphira were ftnick dead 
in a moment for telling a lie — ^you have heard, 
how the fons of Aaron were confumed by fire from 
Cod, becaufe they were profane in his houfe, and 
woidd not honour him, when they drew near to 
him* 

From thefe things you know, that Ood will 
puni fh fin. If fuch is its punifliment in this world. 
What will it be in the next ? The men of Sodom, 
Chriil tells us, muft appear at the judgment. 
They fuflfered much in the deftruftion of their 
city. They muft fufer much more in the place 
of torments. And yet it ihall be more tolerable 
for them, than for thofe finners who will not 
hear and obey Chrift fpeaking in his gofpel. 

You fliould fear God, becaufe he is gracious and 
mereifuL 

There is for^venefs with him that he may be 
feared. You are therefore required to fear the 
Lord, and his goodnefs. Though he hates fin, 
and will puniih obfiinate finners, yet he will fcwr- 

EVe thofe who repents Have you not often feen, 
)w ready your parents are to forgive your oficn- 
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ces, tvlien diey fee tbaT you are forty for ikrxn i 
Kow, as a father pities hischildren, £> the Lord 
ybda tfaem wko fdar him. if a parMt^ -who b 
*evil^ will give good things to his chydren^ how 
much nore wUlGod, who is merciful as no other 
is, give his holy fpirit to them who ifk him i Ife 
ktti ao jdeaittce in the death of the wicked, but 
hid rather that they woixkl turn and live. He 
thenaf ore commands them to repent'-^He caHs to 
tiien^ ^ Turn ye, turn ye^ fer why win ye die ?^ 
He fint Xc&s Chrift into this woiid to call finners 
CD repentance. He gave up his own fon to deadk 
ML their flcad, that they might live through Mm. 
Through Chrift he wUl freely forgive aU, who^ 
being rc^afiy forry for their fins, ftEWWce them, and 
fny for grace that they may, and refolve through 
grace that they will, walk in newnds of life« 

Now you flu>uld be afraid to fin againft Cod, 
who has. done fo much for you, and is fo ready to 
pardon aiid fiive you. 

Do you not fometimes think how kind and 
bountiful God is to you? How heaves you heakh 
and food and raiment i How he preferves and 
keops you 6rom day to day i Many have died 
younger than you « and many of thofe who live, 
have not afl thofe comfoxtabk things which yott 
have. And befides tfaefe eartUy comforts, he has 
given h^ wcMrd to infiruft you ; his fon to die for 
you ; his %)irit to work in you ; and his promif. 
es to courage you. lliou|g^ yoa have finned, 
tf you repent of fin, and pray fo him, he will be 
meidfulto your umtighteouliida, and wifl remem- 
ber your fins no more. 

Themodneis of God tbovld lead yM to repeat- 
anoe : But if you defpUTe the riches of his good* 
nefis you treafureup to your£siv«8 wrath agamft 
tlM day<if wmtlu 
Vou V. C 
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t8 The Tear of God. 

I have fliewA you, why you fliotfld fear GnA* 
I will now. 

Secondly, fliew you, bow you ihottkl fear hite« 

If you fear him as you ought, you will be care- 
ful to pleafe him in every thing, and watchfal not 
to offend him in any things 

I. If you fear God^ you will deiire to kuow 
what he requires of you. You will not live care* 
lefsly, and run along blindly, doing any thing, 
and every thing, whether right or wrong, juft as 
it happens to pleafe^ your inclination ; but you will 
prove what is the good, and acceptable, and per- 
k&, will of Godr Tou will read his word as you 
are able. If you cannot read it well, you will learn 
to read it better^ You will attend wheti you hear 
others reail it# You will hearken to your parents 
when tb^ inftruA yott} and you will make enqui- 
ry, when you are in doubt, what you ought to do. 
You will not give aU your vacant hours to fport 
and play : but wiA take pains to improve in the 
knowledge of God and his will, that you may fear 
him more, and ferve him better. 

a. If you fear God, you will pray to him. And 
you will pray often-— every day, every night and 
morning. You will humbly aik him, not only 
to fupply your outward wants, and preferve you 
from death, but alfo tofor^ve your fins and £ive 
your fouls. You will daily look back and confid- 
er what evil words you have fpoken, finful aSiona 
you have done, and foolifh thoughts you have in- 
dulged ; and you will a0L God's mercy to forgive 
what is paft, and his grace to keep you in time to 
come. 

. God loves to hear children pray to him. He 
haspromifed, that.theywhoieekhim eariy ihsdl 
find him. It was£iid of king Jofiah, that while 
he was yet young he b^^ to fedk the Iiord, and 
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£d that which was right in his fight, and* declin- 
ed not to the right hand, nor to the left. And 
God made him to profper. Yon muft, as he did^ 
ieek unto God betimes ; for God is nigh to the^ 
who call on him ; efpecially to thofe who feek him 
early. David fays to Solomon his fon, ^' Know 
thou the God of thy father,, and ferve him with 
a perfed heart and a willing mind ; for the Lord 
fearcheth all hearts, and knoweth all theima^na* 
tions of the thoughts. If thou feek him, he will 
be found of thee; but if thou forfake him, he 
will call thee off forever/' 

3. If you fear God, you will remember the fab- 
bath-day, and keep it holy. This is God's day ; 
a day on which you are to honour him, not doing 
your own ways, nor finding your own pleafures, 
nor fpeaking your own words. You muft keep 
this day holy, that fo you may ferve God better 
every day. You muft employ the whole of the 
day religioufly ; and efpecially keep your hearts, 
when you go to the hbufe of God, and be more 
ready to hear, than to give the facrifice of fools. 
We read of fome who are in almoft all evil, in the 
midft of the congregation and aflembly« Let 
there be none of theie among you. Think how 
piotis Jacob felt, when he confidered himfelf in 
the prefence of God. ** Surely God is in this 
place, and I knew it not. How dreadful is this 
place ! This is no other than the houfe of God : 
This is the gate of heaven.** 

4. If you fear God, you will govern your 
tongues, knowing that for every finfo], every idle 
word that you fpeak, you muit give an account 
in the day of judgment. 

David (ays to children, "I vnSL teach you the fear 
of the Lord — ^What man is he that defireth'life, 
that he may fee good ? Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from fpeaking guile.'* 
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Tom muft not take the name q£ God in vaia ; 
muft not mock at holy tUngs- ; muft not talk of 
Giod, of heaven^ of beU, in a carelefs, unmeaning^ 
pro£uie manner. If yoii thus talk, God wul 
not hold you guiltleiL You rememberi that 
when little children icoflfed at a good old proph- 
et, God, in an^er, fent bean among them, which 
tare them in piecca. What then will become of 

Su, if you mock God himfelf I Never fpeak 
(ely. if you fear God, you muft keep your 
lips from guile — from lying. ^* A lying tongue 
is abomination to the Lord/' All liars fliaU have 
their jpart in the lake which burns with fire and 
hrimuone, in the place prepared for the devil and 
his angels : And it is juft they fhould have their 
part there, for they imitate the devil ; thev a£tas 
iiis children. He was a liar from the begmning, 
and is tEe father ofliars. 

Abhor all filthy and unclean talk. Let no cor- 
nq>t conuxxunication proceed out of your mouth, 
but only that which is pure and wholefome, and 
fit to be heard. Let not undeannefs be once nam- 
ed amonff you, nor fboUih talking and jefting ; but 
let your ^>eech be always with grace ; with decea- 
cv and propriety, as becomes virtuous and holy 
children.. 

5, If you fear God, you will not contend and 
quarrel with one another, but will be fdendly and 
peaceable. When David teaches you the fear of 
God, he fays, *' Depart from evil, and do good | 
ieek peace and purfue it.^' 

How odious It is for children to fall into violent 
paflions with one another ^ to threaten and ftrike ' 
m anger ; and to ufe vile and provoldng names ! 
Chrift &ys,^^They whoare angry with others with- 
out a came, »nd call them fools, ihall be in danger 
ofhdlfirc." Hecalbchildrea^'luslsmb.'' You 
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kaowthatbmbs are umooent creatmccs^ "Wkm 
you qaarrel^ "with one another, you 2&y nQt at 
Chrift's lambs» but rather as youog h^9 and 
wolves. V • 

6# If you fear God^ you w3l endeavour to do 
gpod according to your ability : and befure,^ yen 
w31 be careful to do no miichief, to ^ve no cqik 
oem in any wicked plaus that are prc^fed li 
finners entice you, you will not confejat^ but will 
tarn from them and pa& away : you wiQ hwc «q 
MowSiip with the unfSruitful worka of darlmefe \ 
but will rather reprove them : you will lay ta e^ 
^ doers, " Depart from us, for we will keep the 
commandments of God/^ We read of fom.e, wba 
ikep not, excq)t they have done mifchlef » and 
their fleep is taken away, unlefs they caufe foma 
to falL Never join fuch parties as thefb ;^ for ^^ a 
heart thatdevUeth wicked imaginations, and feet 
that are ^ft in running to miKihief, are abomi-^ 
nation to the Lord.^ ^d ^' a companaon of 
fools win be deftroyed.** 

7. If you fear God, you will honour your pa^ 
rents : For this is Ins command, «' Honour thy. 
£ither and mother, that it may be well with thee, 
and that thou maveft live loog on the eartjfe.*' 
Speak of them witn refpeft, behave toward them 
with revcreuce, obey them with cheerfulnd&^aud 
rqrard their wiU, when you are abfent from theo^ 
as wen as when you are prefent with them« SoIck 
mon feys, *^ The eve that roooketh his father,and 
defpifeih to obcjr his mother, the ravens of the. 
vallcj ihall pick it out, and the young eagles fball 
eat itt^' His meaning is. Such ungracious and 
wicked creatures, as mock and defpife a parent,, 
while children, wiD probably prove rogues and 
Tilbum, when thev grow up « lo that Gcd, in his 
wrath; will give mem up tQ an untimely deatl^, 
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and leave them to be devoured by ravenous beafb 
and birds. 

8. If you fear God, 'you will betake yourfdvea 
to Jefus Chriil, the Saviour of loft finners. 

He came to feek and to fave them that are loft. 
When you compare your hearts and lives with 
God's holy law, you lee that you have trsmfgreflC 
cd it. This law condemns every one who con- 
tinues not in all things written therein to do them. 
Chrift by his death hath redeemed us from the 
curfe of the law ^you can have redemption on- 
ly by faith in him as a dying Saviour. The fear 
of God, as a holy and righteous Being, will lead 
you to Chrift, who came to fave you from the 
wrath to come. The law of God is a fchoolmaf- 
ter to bring you to Chrift, that you may bejufti- 
fied by faith. Chrift invites all weary and heavy- 
laden finners, all who feel their guilt and fee their 
danger, to come unto him, that they may find 
reft to their fouls. Them who come to him, he 
will in no wife caft out. 

' Finally : If you fear God, keep hiscomioand- 
xhents. Do what he requires, and ihun what he 
forbids. Keep out of the conipany of wicked 
children, as much as you can, left you learn their 
ways, and get a fnare to your fouls. When you 
fee evil in other children, reprove them j if they 
are fo proud and fcornful, that they will not re- 
gard you, defire thofe who are older to reprove 
tnem. ** He that converteth a finner from the er- 
ror of his way, ihall fave a foul from death, and 
^hall hide the multitude of fins." 

Thus, my children, I have taught you, what it 
is to fear God, and why you fliould fear him. I 
hope you have hearkened, while I have been 
fp^ddng. Forget not what |ias been faid. Think 
c^ it after you go home, and pray God to imprefi 
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it dn your hearts. If you knew you ihoald die, 
in two or three days, would you not regard what 
has been fpoken ? Tou know not how foon you 
ihall die4 Many die young. . How happy it is to 
bealways ready. If you uve to be old, death is 
dot far oS. *^ Man that is born of a woman is of 
few days/^ God has called you to obtain lalva- 
tion through Chrift. Give diligence to make your 
calHng fiire. Now is the accepted time ; now i^ 
the day of iahration. If you defpife God's . calk 
and reiift his grace, when you are young*, perhaps 
you will be hardened through the deceitnune& of 
fin, and remedied of God forever. 

Hear then and regard the words of David in our 
text and the verfes which follow : — *^ Come, yc 
children, hearken unto me, and I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord. What man is he that delir* 
eth life and loveth many days, that he may fee 
good ? Keep thy tongue from evU, and thy lipg 
n-om Ipeakmg guile. Depart from evil and do 
good ; feek peace and purine it. The eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open 
to thdr cry. But the face of the Lord is agamfl: 
them that do evil, to cut of their remembrance 
from the earth. Evil ihall flay the wicked. But 
the Lord redeemeth the foul of his fervants ; and 
none of them that truft in him ihall be defolate. 



A PRAYER FOR CHILDREN. 

ALMIGHTrGod! Thou haji created me by thy 

power ^ preferved me by thy care^ andfupportedme by 

tby gpodnefs. From thee I derived my beingy my rea* 

fon^ and all mypinvers. I am indebted to thee for all 
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*fbat I vtMS 1 1 Ml utMfAftt on ihot fat idt twit I 
^watti ; and I vwe to ibee tfll ibat I tan^o. I^wouU 
fc JmmbUS b(fart thee for aB my ^bildi/lf filRes €md 
yoiOhJiU ^utnities ;for the tormpitMi wf my ieterfy 
and the Hnquities cfmy hfe. Ifrayibee^ Odd^ io 4e^ 
itverw^frtminy^^ andtkni^ejne frmm^ 
Horn. rtnmmynimdiotbetaHyhveofiruesrkf^ 
Jkmiiai wi/doin. Teacb ine to iove^ fi&r dndferve ibee^ 
^itb cdl my heurt. May J honour my Divine Savitmr^ 
hrow the truth as it is m him^ feel tie fewer of bis 
liottrrnesy viey his commands, and be amjormed te hh 
example, i defire ej^edully toimitaie bis example of 
youthful piety^ virtue and wifiom. O thai tike him^ I 
might not only grow injfatwry but alfo increafe in wif 
dom^ and in favour with God and man. may I tnu 
bracefhe goody and tAhcr the evil which IJee in oth^ 
trs ; andy by my example^ dojomething te encourage 
g^od-and dijcmrage evil^ in aH that I affociate tevm. 
may J be n contpanion of them whofearGodj nndwife* 
hfpun thefnares of wicked company. May I be kepi 
from temptations y or^ when they meet nue^ be enabled to 
overcome thAn. Ch^ me grace to keep my heart dHi* 
gently to govern my tongue wifely ^ and to ufe my time 
proptiMy. May I dauy mind the one thing needftd^ 
and faithfuily attend to the care of my fnd. May f 
daily a3 in toe fear rf God, and with a fetfe of the 
judgment to come. May I^aify think of dying, and do 
fometbing in preparatianfor my great change. And when 
death Jball remove me from ibis vtorld, may I, of thine 
abundant mercy in Chrijl Jefusj be received to thy 
prefence in beavesu Take me under tby care this day, 
{or this night,'] and, both by night and by day, may / 
be kept from fm. And, whether IJleep or wake, may 
Ibe fmefervedfrom bform ; and unto thee I^uiU €^aibe 
tbettc^ihr^oeigJo Jejus Ckrift my Rxdeemer^^Amm. 
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SERMON IL 

The Duty if Speaking Of the Touf^% 



iZECHARIAH ii. 4. 
^-..^Ruii fpeak to duB young toUtk, 

HlS youfig man w^ thp prophet 2ech<^ 
Ittiah, who feems to have enjoyed the fpirit of 
proj^ecy in his youth. He flovirifhed toward the 
€nd of the captivity, when things were ripening 
for the restoration. The intention of the firft part 
of his prophecy is to encourage the Jews in re- 
building tneir ancient city and temple. As he wa$ 
convermig with an angel, whom he calls " the an- 
gel that t^ed with him/^ he faw Unother angel^ 
with a meafuring line in his hand, going, like an 
architect, to lay out the plan and take the propot'^ 
ti(m of the city, in order to its being rebuilded* 
And the angel, who talked with him, went forth^ 
and this other angel went out to meet him, and 
£iid to him, ^' Ryn ipeak to this young man, fay- 
ing, Jeruialem ihall l^ inhabited, as towns with- 
out walls 5 for the Lord will be a wall of fire round 
about her, and the glory in the midft of her." 

This meflage to tne young prophet was fent on 
a Special occauon.' There may be many occafions 
which csdl on m to addrefs the young. Other 
young men are to be fpoken to, as well as the 
Vou V. D 
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prophet ; others are required to fpeak to them, tf 
well as the angel to fee^.to Zechariah ; there are 
other fubje£ts on wh'ich the rotmg need to be ad« 
dreffed, zs important as that which called the 
prophet^s attention. I (hall therefore improve our 
text as a genera! difei^on to fpeak to the young. 

You wUI aik then, what young man is to be fpo-^ 
ken to ? 

Every one needs to have fomething faid to him^ 
But there may be fpeciai octafions to fycak, to fome. 
Tou wilt find fome who are Ignorant, and need 
to be inftru£bed ; fome who are rafh and predpi* 
tant, and need to be wan-ne d } fome who are wick- 
ed and ungodly, and need to be reproved ; fome 
who are inattentive to their duty, and nted to be 
exhorted. Every one has hh ttiUptaftions, hi* 
dangers, his Weakii^flTe^, atid Ms taffih^^ arifdl 
needs to be addrfefled ih a TtnwiiT f^itable td hii 
peculiar fituaf ion ifid chifkdfer. 

But what bcca/kn is ihefe to fpeak to flii jroiin^ 
man ? 

Speak to him, bdcaufc he is uhexperieftced ; he^ hai 
not had time for much obfcrvatioh afid imptoves* 
ment. Hence through want of knowledge, ht is li- 
able to commit many grofs iniftakes, and t6 t Afr 
mahy dangerous fteps. Give him^ therefore, tht 
advantage of your betted jtidgmeni, dftajrct ^^ 
fight and riper experience. 

Speak to hini, becatife feifiptnithm dwarhfnt^ # 
whifch he is unapprized^ This is with him i ]giii- 
ctjr age ; a critical period. Hi^ pafifons are ilrcjiig, 
his imagination livelv, his felf-confidence bold, 
and his forcthpdght but fhort: Hencfe tempta- 
tions more fuddenly furpri:ife him, more eafily 
overcome him, tnol'e powcrfhlly beat hiih a^sray, 
than, we hope, they iWll do at a riper age, whdi 
his fenfes are better eierdfed to difcem both gbdfl 
. and evil. 
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^ S^fok to him, becaufe sne wrong JUp may be 
fallowed widi a train of mi&hievous coniequences* 
k is of mifx>rtaace tbat he begin well ; that he ibt 
<mt rig^ ; that he early take the path in which he 
ftfluld walk ; thai he be iecured from the fatal 
tracks, into which iacautMns fouls are eaGly de« 
cofaed. One Bilfeilep will make way for another, 
and that for a third, until the poor thoughtlefi 
wsmdaner will be fo -bewildered in the mazes of 
mem 4 £> entangled in the fiiares of vice, that he 
viB not know by what means to extricate himfelf, 
Bari>7 what ftops to return back to the good way, 
from which he has departed. 

fipeak^o hii|i, hecauie he may have many bad 
9dvi/iri. His wicked Gompanipns wHl intice him 
ioievil ; and perh^ their hit ipeeghes will caufe 
him to yadd* Many^feducingXuggefikms will b^ 
made to him ; many littering arguments will be 
m|pBd upon him, to draw him away jrom truth 
and virtue. <jdv£him your whokfome cautions, 
ihatiie may ceafe to hear the inilrudions, which 
-caofe to >err from the words of knowledge. 

Speak to him, becaufe the intereji of bis foul is 
depending. It cannot be a matto- of indlTOrence 
what courfe he takes, for with this his eternal fiat« 
ii oonnefted. The ipat& jof fin b the way to hell, 
gaingdown to the chambers of death. The paiJi 
of righteoufnefs is the way of life, leading up to the 
iongdom of glory. As you would fave a foul from 
^Isath, apply the means in your power to convert 
tfaeifinnerffrom the errour of his ways. 

Speak to him, becaufe from yayxtjilence he will 
4Kmclade ihat his way is rigbi^ or not dangeroufiy 
*wong. There are many cafes, in which, not to 
reprove is to countenance an errour ; not to con- 
doDn is toexcufe a fituk ; not to xefbrain is to 
<mfaglden a«tranfgreffion. 
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Speak to hitn, becaufe the virtue and happmeft 
oi others may er^dy depend on bis condud:. If 
' lie runs into ue path of vice, you know not hovr 
many he may draw after him. Thefe again may 
decoy and miflead many more. His pernicious 
influence may fpread wide and laft k>ng. It may 
reach down to fucceeding generations, and extend 
itfelf on each fide, more and more, in its {Nrogreft* 
One finner deftroys much good. You know not^ 
how much evil you may prevent, and how much 
good you may promote, by fpealdngto one young 
man. By fpeaking to him, you may fpeak to hun- 
dreds. 

Speak to him, becaufe he v&yotmgy and there is 
hope that you may do him TOod. There, may be 
fome older iinners who are hardened through the 
deceitfulneis of fin, andbeccHne callous and unfeeU 
ing to reproof. The young are not yet fo far 
gone in vice. There is in them fome fenfibility of 
heart ; fome regard to honour ; fome apprehen- 
fion of futurity ; fome tenderness of confcience ; 
and a word properly fpoken may have a happy ef» 
fea. 

You will next enquire, wboje huftneft is it ta 
fpeak to the young man ? 

It is the bufineis of eveiy one who fees, that he 
needs to be fpoken to, and who can do him good 
by fpeaking. Particularly, 

His parents ought to fpeak to him. They are 
commanded to bring him up in the nurture smd 
admonition of the Lord ; to train him up in the 
way in which he fhould go. By divine authority 
they are charged with his inftruftion, guidance 
and education. If they forbear to execute the 
charge, how God will refent the negled, they 
may learn from the example of his vengeance on 
the houfe of Eli, of which hcfiiys, " Iwill judge the 
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bdife of Eli forever for die iniquity which he 
knoweth, becaufe his fons made themfdves vile, 
and he reftrained them not." 

If the youth be removed from the government 
of his parents, tbey, under whofe care he now lives, 
ihould fpeak to him. As he is become a member 
of their family, they are bound, as they fee occa« 
fion, to advife and reprove him. Every head of 
a family has authority within his own houfe ; and 
he can, if he will, maintain order and government 
there. Let his example be pure and blamelefs, and 
his infirudions and reproofs will be powerful and 
efficacious. If there be thofe in his family, who, 
by reafon of age, are beyond the reach of his au- 
thority J or, h^ reafon of perverfenefs, fpurn the 
orders of his houfe, he can, at leaft, remove them. 
Let every houfeholder adopt David's refolution, 
** I will behave myfelf wifdy in a perfeft way : I 
will walk within my houfe with a perfed heart : 
I will fet no wicked thing befdre my eyes. A 
froward heart |hall depart from me : I will not 
know a ticked perfon. Mine eyes fhall be on the 
faithful, that they may dwell with me. He that 
worketh deceit fhall not dwdl in my houfe j he 
that telleth lies fhall not tarry in my fight.'' 

Minijlers ought to fpeak to him. Ghrift has 
given it in command to them to feed his lambs. 
It is a part of Paul's charge to Titus, " Exhort 

Jroung men to be fober minded." John wrote to 
ittle children and to young men, ^^ that the word 
of God might dwell in them, and that they might 
be ftrong to overcome the wicked one." Minif- 
ters are to regard the weak as wdl as .the ftrong, 
and children as wdl as thofe who are of full age. 
They are to give every one his portion, and to 
diftribute in Chrifl's family both milk and ftrong 
meat. 
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j^j^^ peOfde OkniM ip^ T3ieir ]mn^ 

gravity and experienoe, if accompainetil widi ligbu 
coufnefsy ^ve dignity to thdr peribra^ iwei^t to 
thoir cottniels, and authority to didr reproofs. 
On the contrary, their iilenoe suid coamraiice wM 
cfloboiden the youthftil tranfgreflor, aadtiareagth* 
tSL his hands, that he viU not dq>art from imq«uty« 
Paidiays to Titus, ^ Speak thou the things which 
become fcttoddoditine, diat the agied men be fo» 
ber, grave, tempenoe, found in fakh, charity 
aad patience : The aged women iskewife, that 
they he in tiehaviour as hecomech holitfsls, that 
idKy may teach the young to be fober, difixeet 
«t£d good/^ 

Tmth ought to fpeak ofcea among tbmfelves $ 
to rqirove, admoniih, and encourage one mot^ 
cr^ as there is occafiqn ; to •exhort one another 
dsdly^ieft amytiehardeDedthroughthedcceitfulnefi 
cf &a, and to be feBow helpers to 42he truth* 

If youth, in general, weredifpofedtotcxfl&fy a- 
||;aiiift die wicked pradices of thdr affociates, they 
w^ould ifoon difcourage them. Many are embold- 
ened in their wickedne&, becauie they meet with 
ibme who 4)reat it with a kind of joculsur and 
mirthful approbation. Now if you would frown 
9ipofiit, e^ppeCs your abhorrence of it, and ihow 
that you cannot bear them who ar^e evil, the guilty 
"woidd be aihamed of then^febres. ISie advice 
which the apoftle gives to Chriftians concerning 
their treatment of a diforderly brother, & £t to be 
^obierved by you in your condu& toward a difbr- 
derly companion. ^^ Note iuch an one, and have 
tio company with him, that he nnay be aihamed : 
yet count him not as an enemy, but admonifli 
viimaBatbrodii^r." 

You will now afk, in what manmr ^muft we 
fpeak to him that is young ? 
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Spc&k to hira Jfe&dilj. Ddays t* importun 
matters are attended with great dannr. If yotf 
dimk of any tbia|; neceffary to be fpoken to him, 
take the fiirft good opportunity to fpeak it Tot* 
mty aot h»TC another* Tw or be may foon be 

Speak to hitn early^ before he h^ gone to an ir« 
redaimable length in Im evil courie. ^^ Whom 
ftall he teach knowledge ?'' £iys the prophet^ 
^ Whom fhall he make to underfiand dodrine \ 
Them who are weaned from the tnilk and drawn 
from the breaft/' 

' Speak to Um ft^hnably^ when you find him in 
a proper frame to hdiir you } when his paflloai 
are cahn^ histhought^compofed, and \m VsktA 
opeb to inftniftion. 

Bfpe^i6hlm frequent^^ for ^' precept muf| be 
vpon precept, Une upon hne, here a little and ther« 
a fittk.'^ The Jewilh parent was commanded 1^ 
c^talk with his children, when he fat in the bo^fe^ 
aild whto he Walked by the way ; when he h^ 
down, and when he arofe/* 

9pe^ to Yi\m pertinently ; for " a vrotA fitly fpo- 
km is like ^pfdes of gold m piAures of filver/' If 
yoa fee him ignorant, enfighten Mm j if you 
isA him raih and prefumptuons, check and cau- 
tion him ; if you fee htm carelefi, awake him ( 
if you fee him inattentive to danger^ warn 
kite ; if yoii fee hini engaged in wickedne&, re*- 
^r^ve sihd refirain Hm ; if you fee him turnii^ 
td the paith of virtue, encourage and ftrengthea 
Um« 

^ak to him//dim/jr, but tenderly. Choo& out 
forceable,but acceptable wordd } fuch as n)ay reach 
the heatt without irritating the paffions. ^^ As an 
ei^rring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold ; fo 
is a mfe r^prdvcr on an obedient ear.'' . ^^ Ye pa- 
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rente, provoke not your children to wrath, left thtjT 
be difcouraged/' 

Speak to him Jeriou/ly ; that he may fee, yott 
are not trifling, but in earneft ; are not influenced 
by pailion or ill humour, but by a regard to his 
intereft, and a fenfe of the importance of what 
you (ay. The ferioulhels of your addrefi will, we 
hope, command his attention* 

In this manner you muft fpeak to the young 
man. 

Well; and what fhall we fay to him? 

Tell him that he has a God to ferve« 

The voice of nature proclaims the exiftence of a 
Deity : We fee innumerable objeAs around u$« 
which evidently could not bring themfelves into 
being, but muft owe their exiftence to fome firft 
caufe. He who is the firft caufe of all things^ muft 
be eternal, infinite and independent. And fuch a 
Being muft pofleis every perfedion ; wifdom» 
power, juftice, goodnels ; and whatever is nece& 
ikry to conftitute a perfeft chara&er. Yea, the 
works which we behold demonftrate thefe perfec* 
tions in their Author. ** The invifible things of 
God from the creation of the world are clearly 
icen, being underftood by the things that are made^ 
even his eternal power and godhead.'* The be- 
lief of the exiftence and providence of a God is 
the firft principle of religion. ^' He that cometh 
to God muft believe that he is, and that he is the 
rewarder of them that diligently feek him." Lead 
the youth, then, to an early acquaintance with the 
Creator. Dired his thoughts to the moft eafy and 
obvious prooib of the divine perfections and gov- 
ernment. Teach him to view his maker as always 
with him, fupportin^ his nature, infpeding lus 
adions, attendmg to nis words' andobfervinghis 
thoughts. Teach him to confider God as a. hater 
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of fin and a lover of righteouf nefs. Teach him to 
regard every bleifing as the gift of God's bounty^ 
and every afflidion as the corredion of his hand^ 
and to dired his heart to God in gratefnl acknowl- 
edgements of the forttier, and humble fubmiflioa 
to the latter. Teach him that he is accountable to 
God for all that he thinks, fpeaks and does, and 
that a view to the divine approbation ihould gov- 
ern all his conduct. 

Tell him that he has a foul to £ivc ; that the 
power within him, which thinks and reafons^ 
loves and hates, rejoices and grieves, is fpiritual 
and immortal ; dies not with the body, but fur- 
vives its diflblution, and will live in another world ; 
that he was not made merely to eat and driok^ 
^rt and play for a while in this world, and then 
to die like the brutes ; but to ferve God in his fpir- 
it here, and prepare for an eternal enjoyment of 
him hereafter ; that, therefore, it muft not be his 
principal care to adorn 'and feed the body, but to 
improve and cultivate the mind ; to furniih it 
with knowledge, ftore it with virtuous principles, 
and enrich it with noble fentiments ; to fubdue 
the pa£ions, reftrain the fenfual propeniities, en- 
large the underftanding, and become like to God 
in purity, truth and goodneis. Remind him of 
the evidences of his immortality. Teach him to 
coniider his natural defire of life, as an intimation 
that there b a life beyond this j and the powers of 
reafon and refleftion as marks of his fuperiority to 
the brutes, and proofs that he was deiigned for 
a nobler purpofe, than they. Teach him, that as 
God b a holy and righteous being, he will make- 
a difference between the virtuous and the wicked ; 
and iince good men often fuffer, and bad men of- 
ten profper in this world, there muft be another 
Vol. V. E 
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world, in which this dUferenceMvill be made. Bl« 
€t& his mind to thofe plainer evidences of a fiitiire 
Aate, which he may find in the holy fcrlptures % 
Tiot only in the declarations wUch they nBontainy 
tmt aUb in the fiatds which they record rdattve to 
Jeftts Chrifty who died, rpfe and atcended, and 
»ow fives in glory. 

TeU him^ that he is ^faHm creatun. And that 
he may be apprized of the iinftil incfinatipns and 
eorrupt tendencies of his heart, lead him to com« 
pare himlelf with the divine law in its purity and 
perfedion. TeUhimhowfinenteredintoournatQtr^ 
and death into our world ; even by the revolt of 
the firft parent of our race. Inftruft him in the 
ftri^efs of the divine law, which condemns, and 
muft in its nature conckmn every tranfgreffion oi^ 
or deviation from its own commands, iience lead 
him to fee, that by the deeds of the law no man can 
be juftified before Ood, or claim a reward at Hs 
hands ; but, on the contrary, every foul, confid* 
ered in himfelf, and in relation only to tlie hw, 
fies under guilt and condemnation. 

Tell him, that there is a Saviour provided for 
fmners ; who this Saviour is and what he has done; 
Teach him, that God,in hisboundlefs compaffion 
to fallen men> fent down from heaven his divine 
fon, who, being manifefted in our flefii, obeyed 
the precepts and fuflfered the penalty of the nw 
for u$ J wrought wonders to prove his heavenly 
miifion ;^ marked the way to heaven by his doc- 
trines ; exempHfied in his own Kfis that manner 
of life which he has injoined on us ; and, after hi$ 
death on the crois, rde again and gave many in- 
fallible proofs of the reality of his refurredion^ 
then afcended to heaven to prepare a place for us, 
and there lives to make intercemon«fbr tfaem who 
come to God by him. Teach him,that, through the 
righteouihefs and interceflion of this Saviour, the 
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g^rcatcft fiimen taagf obtmar the {KutUni^ of fioy aoi 
1^ life t€> cmne« 

TdlU»i«i«i6^i%f<j'9 to be fared; that he^ 
QwAbdicve on thchord Jesus Chrift, the Saviour 
yfhom God lias feot ; that favurig faiib in Chrifl 
b aediMg Ids thaft a hearty con&nt to, afid com- 
pliaDcr vith-hiSfgiotpcL ; that k iackides a perfua* 
fioA «tf hiir diviiar auffion^ a love of hi» h^eabf 
doctmnesj at Ibbmiffioii to hiv holy precepts^r a 
conformity to his excellent exaisple^. a repentance . 
o£ known fin, aad ar refokitioiir and care tD>walk 
i» newi^eisi of life ;» that this faith purifies the 
hearty works by lore, and fonns ^ sew creature ^ 
that'^^Mftfitqueadiy no mao. caajiuftly pfetendto be 
a^bdiever in Chritflv 3s long a» he indulgea ai temw 
per^andtfeada a life oppiiillifie. to the gefpel of Chrift^ 
that tsae fekht i» only tiat^ which; is accompanied 
waik rapeiit3naB*fbMi dead, works, aiid a^Ufe devcyu 
edMrtkefarvJcfrof God. 

Tdkhkn, that faith ist^^/^Sr Y 6^; ai fruit of 
disriae oppeiation ; a^con&quence di God's open^ 
ingrdis: heart. This is the doctrine of fcripturer 
Im the jiin£ul and corimpt nature of fisdlen man 
theeeriir aa* Ofq»ofition tcr the ipiritual andholjr de^ 
6fgi 06 tshegod^. This opposition nvifl be con- 
qiwred j^thisenmity nmftrbefufadued ; pride rnuA 
be iH^ught down ; the ftupid heart muft be awalfr^ 
enedi^ pngudicea againfttJhe truth muft.be remo- 
vedk. Howrihalldie word produce thefe great e& 
fefis? Itmuflicome as a fword in the hand of the 
fyiriA, ntmiifl come with demonftration of the* 
^piriraiKl with.power. It is*mighty only through 
Giod; Themfore allow not your young man to^ 
induleer tfaoriftaiir. fblf-flatteryv that believing; to hift 
ownmlvaitk>n is no more t^a what he may do at 
any tumr; wheir he may fee occafion.; and hence 
beiedLtD imagitie,. that an. eady attention^ to his 
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falvation is ncedlcfs j but put him in remembrancr 
that, fince faith is- the gift of Cod and a fruit of 
the fpirit, and fince the fpirit*8 inoft ufual time to 
work is the period of youth, it highly concerns 
him to liften to the calls of grace, comply with 
the motions of the fpirit, and engage in the work 
of his falvation now in this peculiarly acceptable 
time, left being hardened through the deceitftilne& 
of fin, and through an evil heart of unbelief, he 
depajt from the living God. 

Tell him how he muft feek the gift of divine 
grace. Since faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God, he muft frequently read, 
diligently hear, and carefully examine this word ; 
attend to the evidences of its truth and the import* 
apce of its contents ; confider his own immedi* 
ate concern in its difcoveries ; pray for divine di« 
rcdion and illumination ^ guard againft the 
temptations whidi would harden him in the prac- 
tice of bis fins aiid divert him from the care of 
bis fouL Caution him againft evil company, dan- 
gerous amufements, and the follies, vanities and 
lufts which are efpecially incident to his age» In- 
fb*ucfc,him to feek the favour of his maker imme^ 
diately, eameftly, confiantly and perfeveringly, 
and yet to feek it humbly, and with a fenfe ofhis 
imworthinefs. 

Tell him of the Jim which, you fee, moft eafily 
befet him, and irom which, you apprehend, * 
his grcateft danger arifes y warn him to avoid 
them ; f urnifli him with arguments againft them ; 
reprefent to him the deftruftive influence they 
wOl have on his reputation, comfort, intereft, and - 
efpecially on his fold ; (how him, how they harden 
the heart, wafte the confcience, grieve the fpirit, 
defeat the word, diffaonor God, provoke his 
wrath, and terminate in mifery. Point out to 
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him the baleful influence of his evil communication 
and example to corrupt the hearts, viciate the 
morals, and ruin the fouls of others ; hold up to 
his view the awful judgment of God againft thofe 
who corrupt the earth with their abominations. 
The imoke of their torment will afcend forever 
and ever ; ' and the faints will give glory to God 
for his righteous judgment. 

Tell him of his duty in its various branches ; 
the duty of fear, truft, reiignation and obedience 
which he owes to God ; of faith, gratitude and 
love which he owes to the redeemer ; of benevo- 
lence, truth, juftice, condefcenfion and peaceable- 
ne&, which he owes to mankind; offobriety, 
charity, temperance and humility, which he owes 
to hiin&lf. Reprefent to him the beauty, amia- 
blenefs and importance of thefe virtues. Whatfo- 
ever things are true, jufl, pure, honefl, lovely, 
of good report, virtuous and praifeworthy, bid 
him think on theie things. 

Tell him that he muft d». He .is apt to put a- 
way the thoughts of death. Urge him to confid- 
er, that death is as certainly appointed for him, 
as it was for his anceflors, who are already gone 
to the grave ; that, though he is now in the 
bloom of youth and vigour of health, he is no 
more fure of life, than his grandfire who floops 
Mrith age and bends on his fl:a£F — ^apply for his a- 
wakemng the deaths of others, and efpedally the 
deaths of the young— prcfs upon him the wife 
man's exhortation, " Whatfoever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no 
work in the grave, whither thou goefl." 

Finally. Tell him of an approaching y««/^w^;2f, 
at which both fmaU and great mufl f):and before 
God. Remind him that God will judge the fe- 
crets of all hearts— *will difclcfe the hidden things 
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at djwkiwfe^^witt fery CT4?y «sa»V wofk erf idhai: 
fiNll it ' ith^vr^l redftckv t«^ ^ according ta theiir 
^9e4ftiy^Uci good or fvUr-^or tiie«v wltoi faiji^ 
I»tMXit:€mit]»tidnM m wdl doing liave f<ra^ fior 
g^ryv hummr atkd isnmei:talk)r ; eternal Iras^ : buir 
tf)j ibMft wJM^hain^ not ob^y^d tkr tamiiitf, but: h^a^c 
<d)ej!)edu«ii»^Jbfa^ ; kdimatiMi aBdwsa*h^ 

If you fee him, in contemf t or afl ytmr warAiAgrs^ 
i^iUb lofiohsedtfr wtUk in his €Kmx uray^ and tm me 
a^ <nE Ut Qimie^^e^, Vid hin moemheiv thaCr 

'Sk^ are^tliQ fubjafka oitwhteb you ibraid talk: 
tp/ti» youfig^ aiidb tawhitdi ycwk ihould often eaSk 
them annentaaa-' 

ikad noifT^ that^L may di&bwge a pactoi m^ 
owndlity 9 L turn my&lf to tjte yoiuo^ You. haaroD 
feen)tfaat.kis:t^e duly of pasenls^ minificBS) tiuer 
ag«ri,, aod all ^q uegaod your happsnefa, often 
to fjpeak to you. And fiirely, ]£ it id our dutjr 
tcr.ffKak^. it is youns to> heair us^ when vms &ta]^ 
I£'yoi».will not hsMy w£ may as wdl be ulent^ 
Wi9: ihaJll indeed, thua ddker our own finds. ;. 
fatttrwe.ftffiLll aggi^avate' the deftiAidioni of yourau 
^Sborofors-hear inilru&ion,. be wife and sefiift itr 
nob Be of a: teachable difpofittonk Receive cunt 
coflHna n di m cate Jittinbly ; tafaeourrqpBoofs.thank- 
fidly ; regard our- counfc^ferioufly ; if you doubt 
thduc priOpxBeiy,. examine them- hondlly, andt pro^^ 
p0fe*your objedioos modefily ; if you find tnenyi 
to he juiir and pertinent^ follow tnem. conicimm 
tiaufly:. (Confider, weigh, and apply the things.' 
which have been fpoken.ih:youi: hearing.. 

ISiereis ai God, who made and preferva.you : 
feaff^ andJove himi with all your hearts.; honour 
and obey hint in» all youi; waysv. You: haire im« 
mortoL Smslky wfaickmufL livc^ andibe happj^oo - 
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miferable, in a future world : make your fouls 
your firft care. Ton Site Men traatures, tranf* 
greflbrs of Cod^s law, and as fiich you are expof- 
ed to the wrath of God : awake to a fenfe of 
your danger ; flee from the wrath to come. A 
Redeemer has appeared, died and rifen, that he 
may deliver you from that wrath, and bring vou 
to glory ftiid hapfMoels in heaveti««'«'4l6tfor renige 
to him, and lay hold on the hope which he has 
fet before you. 

That you may obtain falvation through him, 
commit yourfelves to him by faith ; renounce fin 
by repentance ; feek the grace of the finrit by 
prayer and attendance on all appointed means ; 
watch ag^ft fin and agaitift the temi»ationt 
which await you ; be not conformed to the Worlds 
but prove what is the acceptable will of God ; 
be not weary in well doing, for in due feafon you 
will reap, if you faint not* That ybtt fnAy be 

Sickened in your duty and in the w^rk of your 
Vfttion, tlunk much on death and th« judg^hC 
to come; *• Hear the condufion df the whole 
matter ; Fear God and keep his cOttHMftdAtiM^ 
for this is the whol* duty df man/ 



•> 
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Tcutb invited to the hordes Supper. 



EXODUS zu« a6, a?. 

And it AaUfOiae to pafr, when your children Ihall lay unto yoii« Wlnt mean 
you by this (crvice ? that ye (hall iay. It it the iacrifice of the Lord 'a 
paflbver, who paifed over the houbs of the children of I&ad in EgypCf 
when he foiote the Egyptians, and delivered our houliei. 

When God fdeacd the feed of Abra- 
ham for a people to himfelf , he prefcribed to them 
the form of worfhip, which he would accept. 
Among the various ordinances which he infiituted, 
a principal one was that of the pc^over. The in* 
fiitution, occaiion and defign oi this ordinance 
are related in the chapter where our text is. 

The great Jehovah was now about to deliver 
hb chofen people from their long and grievous op« 
preffions in Egypt. This deliverance he deter- 
mined to effed in a manner which Ihould demon- 
firate his power and fupremacy in diftindion from 
the pagan divinities. To perpetuate the remem- 
brance of this great falvation, he infiituted the 
paflbver, to be obferved by the Ifraelites on that 
folemn nighty when he fent forth his angel to 
deftroy all the firft-born in the Egyptian houfes» 
and thus fubdued the ftubbom fpirit of the Egyp- 
tian kingi to diimiis this afflided people* 
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The inftru6tions concerning the fefiival wete 
thefe. On the tenth day of the month. Nifarii^ 
which anfwered in part to our Marthj and was 
thence forward to be the firft month of their ec« 
defiafiical year, every family of lirael, or, if one 
family was too (mall, two neighbouring families 
joining together, were to take a male lamb of the 
firft year, without blemifh, and Ihut it up until 
the fourteenth day^ and then flay it in the even- 
ing. In the blood of the lamb they were to dip 
abunchof hyffop^ and fprinkle with it the doors 
of every houfe where the lamb was eaten, and to 
continue in the houfe until the morning. This 
was the condition of their exemption from the 
judgment, which, in that night, was to fall on 
the Egyptians. This lamb was to be drefied 
whole ; not a bone of it was to be broken ; it was 
to be roafted with fire, and eaten all at once^ 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs ; and if 
any part was left, it was to be burnt with fire ; 
and they were to eat it in the poihire and habit of 
pilgrims, with their girdles around their loins, 
their ihoes on their feet, and then: flaves in their 
Jhands. 

After the lews were fettled in the landof prom- 
ife, fome of thefe circumftances were omitted, and 
others were added. The firfl pafibver was cele- 
brated in their own houfes : after the order of 
divine worfhip was fettled, all the males were to 
appear before God in Jerufalem. The firft palT- 
over was eaten in a Handing pofture : but it ap- 
pears, by our Saviour's example, that it was after* 
ward eaten in the more eafy pofture of ^efls fit- 
ting around a table. In the firft inftitution there 
is no mention made of the ufe of wine : but this 
in future time was added to the folemnity. To 
this there are fome allufions in the book of Pfalms i 
Vol. V. F 
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and there k exprefi mentioo of it io Oitf LOfd^i^ 
i:elebrati€m of the f efti v:^ 

. To conunemorate the deUveriuiQe of tlie Ififaid^ 
ites from Egypt was the primary dcfien of the 
fKafibver, apd to tbb deiign the circuoiuances of 
the feftival were pertinently adapted^ The &cffr 
fice was a lamb without bfeoiifh to figni^ their 
ebligatjon to Innocence and holinofe of hfe. Il 
was fet apart from the reft of the flock> tcidenotr 
4[hat they were a peculiaf peo^de imtcr God. Ak' 
thenoftespeditiovs manner of pflrepa^a^oii^it wa» 
toafted with fire^ to fignify that they were tio boU 
themfetves ia leading for an immediate dbpacv< 
tare* The whcrfe w^ eaten by them» or conixmK 
€d with fire, that no. part of it mi^bt he pro6kned 
fay the Egypdaasv k was eaten in the pofture oT . 
travellers, ta indieate their cspe^tioo of tnrdbn 
to begin their marchr h. was^feaibned wi^ bitter 
herb^ in memory of their crudl: boncbgc! and in 
thanIdFaliie6 fet their ddiverance* The bvead 
eaten with it was made withont leaven, m recc|{- 
nition of their fjudden enueration, which allowm 
them no time for the ufnsu method of (tftparibfe^ 
their bread. 

This fcftival, however, had a fiirther and morer 

important delign, which was to lessd the thonghfe^ 

of the Jew& to Jeftts Chrift, and to tha neat k« 

demption e&fbed by his deadk Hence the apoC- 

ties odl him our paffover^'^ha lamb of Go^t-^^aubmb 

Jlain from thcfomdatian dftbe world^-"*^ kmbt MA&- 

out blend/h. and without fpci. The order, that not ar 

bone of the pafchal lamb ihould be brohol,. isifiiif 

to have been fulfilled in Chrift, whofe bones, con« 

trary to the common ufhge, were left unbroken 

. at his crucifixion. His blood i& caUed the blood, of 

fprinkling in allufibn to the fprinklisg of tibs UookI 

of the paiSbver^ ^d GhrSihas: aro. dtieAedto 
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fa0ep thegofpel fimft^ with "Aetinkatmid bread of 
fificerity and truth. 

The Jewifli pafibver, then^ was an ordinance 
of much the fame nature and defign as the Chrif* 
tian fttpp^r. The former had the fame intention 
yiritk refpeft to the Jews, as the latter has with rc« 
ijped to Chriftians, which is to lead their minds to 
the Saviour. The chief difference is, that the 
pdfibver prefigured his future death ; the fupper 
commemorates his death akeady paft. This was 
inftituted at the time when thai was abolifhed^ and 
^ubtle& fucceeded in its place* 

Our divine Lord^ knowing, that the time of 
Kis death was at hand, faid to his difdples^ 
** With defire I have defired to eat this pafiover 
with you before 1 fufier." As it was the h& paff- 
over which he fhould ever fee on earth, and the 
laft that ever ought to be celebrated, he fek a pe« 
culiar fdlcitude to attend it with his difciples ; and 
Ids defire probably was increafed by the confident-^ 
tion^ Ihat this would be a favoraUe opportunity 
40 inftitute hh commemorative fupper. 

At t^ flated feafon for the cdd^ration of the 
paflbver, he forefaw^ that he ihould be in th^ 
ksttids of his enepiies i he therefore fblemnized it 
the day before. And as foon as be and his difd^ 

gsa hsMi done eating of the pqfchal fupper, he in- 
tuled kia Mm. He took fome of the bread 
wUdi was on the table, and^ having confecrated 
it Iff grayer, brake it and ^ave it to his difciples. 
And then he took fome of the wind prepared for 
the pailbver, and, in like manner, bleued that^ 
itoid diftributedit among them* On this occafion^ 
he inftru^ted them^ that the bread and the wine 
Were fymbols of his body broken, and of his 
blood potured forth t-o procure pardon fof finners^ 
audi to ratify the pvomtfw of the covenant. And 
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he Required theifi to attend upon this orcfinance, 
not in remembrance of the redemption from Egypt, . 
of which the paflbver was a memorial, but in re- 
membrance of a more glorious redemption foon 
t6 be accomplifhed by his own death. He adds, 
** I will not henceforth drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the day, when I drink it new with you 
in my father's langdom/^ The i^me he had iaid 
juft before concerning the cup in the paflbver. 
And his meaning was, that he ihould not any 
more partake of either of thefe ordinances perfon- 
ally : but he fhould rgoice to behold the things 
fignified by them happily accompliihed under his 
new difpenfation, which was now about to be in-' 
troduced. 

From thefe obfervations it is manifeft, that the 
facramental fupper is appointed to, fucceed the 
paflbver ; that both have refped to the Saviour, 
and to the benefits procured by his death ; and 
that the fupper in the Chriftian church has much 
the fame ule, as the paflbver had in the Jewifli 
church. The infirudions therefore relative to 
the paffover may, in many refpefb, be applied to 
the Chriftian infiitution. 

We will particularly attend to the tnftru£)ions 
contained in the paffage fde£led for our text. 

L The pafchal miHtution refpefted the wbole con^ 
gregation. ** Ye fliall obfervc this thing for an ot- 
dinance to thee and to thy fons forever — ^and when 
ye fiiall come into the land, which the Lord fiiall 
give you, ye fliall keep this fervice." 

There were fomc ceremonial pollutions, which 
difqualified a Jew for an immediate attendance on 
this folbmnity ; but his general obligation to ob* 
ierve it, nothing could cancel ; tor this was 
founded in divine authority. The facred nature 
of the ordinance required aU to make fuitable pre-' 
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faratkn for it, that thev might attend upon it ac- 
ceptably ; but the necemty of preparation was ne- 
ver a juft caufe for cujlomary ii^egled. In the time 
of Hezekiah, many who nad not opportunity to 
obferve the ufual forms of purification, ventured 
to eat of the paflbver otherwife than it was writ- 
ten ; but Hezekiafa prayed for them, faying, ^^ The 
TOod Lord pardon every one who prepareth his 
heart to feek unto God, though he be not dean£- 
ed according to the purification of the fan^ary/* 
The external form was of ufe only as a mean of 
preparing the heart, which was the main thing 
neceffary to an acceptable attendance. 

This obiervation may be applied to the fupper. 
The obli^tion to attend upon it is common to 
all Chriftians. The command of Chrift, ^^ Do 
this in remembrance of me," was indeed firft giv- 
en to the twelve. But Saint Paul tells us, that it 
refpeAed all Chriftians, in all ages, down to the 
time of Chrift's fecond coming. No man, who 
believes the gofpel, can claim a right to live in dif- 
obedience to this, more than to every divine com- 
mand. 

There are indeed, certain moral difqualifications 
for an acceptable attendance on the fupper. But 
whatever they be, we muft remove them, that 
we mayattend on the ordinance ; not plead them 
in excufe for neglecting the ordinance. We ou^ht 
not to come to it with impenitent, unbelievmg 
hearts, or with malevolent, unfocial paflions. 
What then ? — Are we to turn from it ?^ — ^No : we 
are to make preparation for it by examining our- 
felves, by repenting of our fins, by repairing in- 
juries, by feeking reconciliation with offended 
brethren, and by cultivating benevolence toward 
all men. Whether we come to the ordinance or 
not, we can have no right to indulge a wicked 
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tcmpf r ehhdr tcMord God or tom^ And oat uft 
of the ordinance b, to make U6 watchful dgainft 
iach a temper ; and to awaken us to repentanoe, 
when we dilicover this temper in us, or perceivt 
it ^sealing upon uu 

II. Onr text teaches ns^ that, as the andent paff- 
<nret, fo bMo the Lord^s fupper, was particularly 
<fefignet{ fqr the benefit of the young. ^ Whe« 
your tlildren Ihall £iy. What mean you by th» 
ftrvice } then fhali ye iky, it is the facrifice w the 
Lord's paffover.^ 

One uie of the paffover was to exdte the atten* 
tion and enquiry of children^ that they might thus 
be prepared to receive inftrudion from their 
tnrents concerning the great things, which God 
had dope, and ftili would do for his people. The 
pttt^ck celebration of this faftival, from year t^ 
year, w^ defigned to be the means of tranfmitting 
the knowledge of rehgion from, one generation t<^ 
another dowB to the latefl: period or that difpen- 
Ation. 

- In times of national degeneracy^ this ordinance 
fell into difufe. But whenever there was a revi-^ 
nA of rcfigion, the reftoration of the feftiyal and 
a regular attendance upon it were fome of tho 
flrft favourable appearances. Thus it was in th« 
Migns of Hezekiah and Jofiah, thofe pious kings, 
whofe reigns were diffcinguiihed by an adive zeal 
|pr religko. 

it Wai ciMMnoii for the ymm^ to attend the pftfl& 
«ven They were conducted thither by their pa- 
rents^ that they might obferve the fplemnity and 
karn the ^figp c^ it. Luke tells us, it was the 
cuftoni foe children to repair to this &Aival, as 
feon as they were twelve years old. It was at 
the time of tbepafibver, that children in the tern- 
^ fiingy ^ Ho&nna to the fon of David.'^ Jefos 
was pleaied with the pious flxain. 
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Now tt the Lof d'$ fii^per ia an tti{H(iitf Qtt ps^ 
idlel to, and fucceediDgio the pfause aC the |tafo» 
ver^ we^ay conclude, that tfaia, as Urdl as thfe 
other, was defigned for the ii& and benefit of thr 
fmf^ i and ttat tktf ^a^ itfKter fotte ipeetal ob- 
ligation to atteod upon it* One olrvifms ufe of It 
k to awaken m thetr ma^^ r€£igjk>ii»^ thoughtful- 
ae&» and to draw from theto petiiMM coq^ei^ 
that the parent nuy thus be led to snftntA fben 
im the great red^n^tioa purcba&d for « gtf Mty 
world by the death of Jefiis Chtift, whoib.deatfa i» 
ti^efented in th« ocdinance. 

The young &em generally to baiagioe^ that the 
ior^tumce was not intended for perfone of their 
age* ' That their fathers ought t/9 obferve il^ th*|^ 
have no douht ; but for themfelves they think k 
js )i matter of little concern^ In moft chwichea 
the number of conimunicating youtht is veirjr 
fioaiL Few approach the table of their redeeaer, 
4intU they become fettled in a fiunilv fUte ; and 
there sure many, who even then ue^tSt ]& BUt 
let me teU you, my young hearers,, that as Soatk 
w you are able to dtfoern the Lord's body in the 
holj fiipper, and to underftand what i^ mesmt bgr 
this fervice, yo«» as wdl as others,, are bound tOt 
attend upon it. We find, that, in the time of the 
aqpoftles^ there were in. the church little chUdren^ 
m wel as youne men and fatherSi^ 

Yon wiU. perhaps &y, ^^ We ha^vtot notfuffident 
. knowledge/* 

Then feek kooi^ ledge. Content noc yourfehws 
irith what you hafve attained ; but endeavouir to 
•sbound more and more. You have been taught, 
that Jefus Chrift came into the world to fa^e £ui* 
Bars. Surely you Q^tid befolicitous to know, 
iriio thia fkviour is-~what he has done and ittftr* 
.ed for yon^r^and what you uift da to^lMfavcd^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 TiMb invited fothi • *- 

If you have this knowledge^ and with it a defirtf 
to obtain^and a refolution to feek falvation through 
Jefus Chrift, you have fuch preparation, as will 
warrant your approach to his tables 

You will lay, " We are afiraid^^ we (hall not live 
fo as to honour the religion of Chrift/' 

Be then fo much the more watchful over yout* 
ielves, prayerful to God, and diligent in your at«- 
tendance on all the inftituted means of piety. 

Doubde(s you have caufe to fear, left you difhon* 
our your Saviour by a convcrlation which his 
gofpel forbids. But is thisa reafon why you ihould 
not confefi his name ? — ^Why you fhould not even 
refolve, or promife, or endeavour to honour him ? 
K[o : It is a reafon, why you ihould be more care- 
ful what manner of perfons you are. 

Perhaps fome will fay, ** C5ur paft converfation 
has not been fuch as becomes the gofpel of Chrift.'^ 

Is this an excufe for negledting a plain inftitu* 
tion—- *an inftitution defigned efpecially for you /— 
No : It is hi^h time for you to repent and widk 
in newnefs cfk life. Let not fin reign in you, that 
you Ihould obey it in the lufts thereof ; but yield 
yourfelves^to Chrift as thofe who are alive from 
the dead, and your members inftruments of right* 
coufhefs to him. 

. ^ You will (ay, *' We do not know that we arc 
in a converted ftate.** Give diligence then to 
iDake your calling fure ; and, with this view, add 
to your faith virtue, and to virtue, knowledge. 
But, in the mean time, negled none of the com- 
mands of God. It is not by the negleft, but by 
the practice of duty, that you are to prove the 
reality of your converfion. 

The apoftles exhorted linners to repent and 
;turn to God : but they never advifed the ferious 
>ahd enquiring to delay, their entrance into the 
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churchy until thdy had proved the finccrity of 
their repentance by doing wprks meet for repent-* 
ance. When Peter*^s hearers, pricked in their 
hearts, enquired, what they muft do to be faved ^ 
lie iaid to them^ '^ {Lep^nt and be bs^tifed for the 
remifiion of fins, for thepromife is to you«^' And 
they gladly received the word } and the fame day, 
were added to the church three thoufa^d fouls* 
The apoftk could not know, nor could they them* 
ielves know, without loioger time of trial, that 
they were iavingly changed ; but he, the fame 
day, admitted them into the church, wit&out in« 
timating the eiqpedience of fzirther dcday* ^ 

You wiU fay, ^^ The mto found at the marriage 
£eafi, without a wedding garment, fell under a te- 
vere punifhment/' It is true } and fo did they, 
who refufed to come to the feaft at alL What 
then Ihall we do ? Let us come to the feaft, and 
pat on the wedding garments This gueft, with 
many others, was called into the king's houfe 
out of the highway* Where fhould he get a wed- 
ding garment : he had none of his own ; and his 
feUow beggars had none to give him. At the 
king's home, there was dean raiment, as well as 
rich food. Here both were free ; and here the 
beggar muft come for both. His fault was not^ 
that he came to the feaft, for he was commanded 
to come ; but that he iat there in his dirt and rags^ 
and would not put on the dean garments brought 
him from the king's wardrobe. 

Your coming into the church, and attending 
on iniUtuted ordinances, will not be your con- 
demnation ; thefe things are required of you: 
but. if, under all your advantages, you continue 
in the love and practice of fin, this will be your 
condemnation. It is not your obfervance, but 
Vot. V. G • 
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your inifiinpfov€ment<)f divbeinfiittttwtv^tirlucll 
inrolres you in guilt. 

^ But ought we to come into the churchy, and 
approach Chrift^s table, whale we know^ that we 
have no regard to religion?" If this is your 
chara^^er^ you ndther a&theqaeftion, nor defirer 
an anfwer, on a religious account. Tou cannot 
fed a confdentious lolicit^de about your duty m 
thi^ matter, when you have no regard to it in 
any thin^ elfe. It is time for you to awake out 
of ileep, to repent of your fins, and feek G^d^s 
mercy and grace, for the renewal of yottr fouls 
and the remiffion of your guilt* 'When any afk 
me^ what is their duty in a particular cafe, I iup>« 
pofe them to be ferious, and I anfwer them aco^d* 
ingly. If they have qo defire to know or inten* 
tion to do their duty, their queftion is trying, 
and the anfwer will be impertinent^ if you arer 
regardlefi of religion, I can only exhort you to 
confider your ways, and think on your danger^ 
that you may be awakened to jufter fentimants.* 
But if you already believe the gofpel to be true, 
and fed it to be important ; if you nave a concern 
to fecure its bleiings, and a rdfolution to obey it» 
precepts, then go, and attend on all the mean» 
which God has appointed to confirm your ho^ful 
beginnings, and accomplifli your good intentioaUL 
^ But we are anxious to obtain grace for our 
coGverfioh : and fome tell us, that, if once we voq« 
ture to the Lord's table before we are converted^ 
there is little hope, that we can ever be converted 
afterward.'^ My children, they tell you wrong. 
P^ul was of a difierent opinion^ The churches m 
Galatia, formed by his miniftry, foon turned untO' 
another gofpel, than that which he had preached 
to them ; and he was afraid, that he had beftow* 
ed on them labour in vain. But he travftiled in 
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Iwth far them agaiiiy that Chnft might be fonxu 
^ in them* R& not in ordinances as your ^cu« 
rity } make thein not a inbftitute for hplineis 1 
Imt improve them as the means of holinefs* Gol- 
pdL ^nners will be (but out of GhriU's kingdom, 
HOt becauie they have eaten and drunk in his 
preienct) and heard him teach in their ftreets^but 
beqmfe they have iliU be^ workers of iniquity. 
. But does not the apoftle (ay, ^^ He that eateth 
and drioketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himfelf ?" Yes : This man brings 
^mlt, or judgment on himfel£» becaufe he difcprns 
not the Lord's body. So did the Corinlhians, 
who took one before another his own (upper^ and 
one was hungry and another was druiUcen ; and 
£> do aU who eat in a profane and impious man* 
ner* It is not in this mapper^ that I advife you 
to eat. But examine yourfelves, and fb eat o£ 
this bread and drii^ of this cup. The apoAle 
does not warn thefe diforderly partakers to par- 
tdgeno q^orei but exhorts them to rqpentance of 
what is paft) and amendment for the time to come* 
If ]<Q(tts has appointed this ordinance ei^ecially 
for your benefit) there is a peculiar ingratitude at* 
ten^ng your negle<^ of it. The Redeexper, in 
his whole work, &ems to have had a particular 
and difiinA regard to the young. He himielf be- 
caBK a child, that he might exhibit to idbildrea 
an ^ejuunplQ of .early piety ; and one branch of 
piety, which he early exemplified, was an attend- 
ance on divine ordinances* At the age o£ twelve 
years we find Inm at the pafibver. He lias iavit* 
cd the young to come to him ; he has exprefled 
Us high approbation of youthful reli^on : nev- 
er did he appear better plea&d, than when he met 
children in the temple at the palfover, and nieard 
them fing, ^^ Hofanna to the foa of David/^ , Pie 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 Toiith invked'i& the 

has cautioned his difcipl«, that they oflfenduof 
his little ones, nor caft fiiumbfing blocks iti their 
vny. He has-reprefented them as under the guar- 
dianfhip of angeis. In the view of the general 
deftruftion of Jerufalcm, the diftreflfe which 
would come on children, affeded him with fuch 
deep fenfibiltty, that he almoft forgat his own* 
While he was going to the jrface of execution he 
laid to the fadl^ fympathizing women, ** Daught- 
ers of Jerufllem, weep not for me, but weep for 
yourfelves and for your children." He has giv«i 
It in folcmn charge to the paAors of his flock, 
that they pay particular attention to- his lambs^i 

What think you of all this, my children ? Ai^ 
you not bound to come to this ordinance ?— -an 
ordinance which JefUs has appointed for you, and 
in which he exhibits himfelf as dying for you— * 
dying to purchafe a falv^tion, which you need— 
and need no left than others ? Do you not think, 
that he will be pleafed with your attendance at hi^ 
table, as well as with the fongs of the youths in 
his ancient temple ? Do you not think, that this 
Saviour, who in the days of hisflefli wasfe atten- 
tive to the young, and fo delighted with early in- 
dications of piety, will accept your pious and 
humble approaches to his ordinances ? 

There are fome who, in their tender age, have 
felt their minds impreffed with a (enfe of reli^On^ 
and have thotight, that they fooh would openly 
dedicate themfelves to their Saviour, andiibme to 
his table. But by delay their fcrious tboughtb arid 
refcAitions have languiflied and <Red away. Ah ! 
I have known' fuch inftances: Are there not How' 
among you fome of this defcription ? What thii^k 
you of thefe early impreflions ? Were they not 
the kind invitations or jrour Saviour to c6me and 
take a pla6^ in his family, and eat at his table ? 
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Did he not fbnd at your door and knock ?. Was 
not this his call to yon ? ^ Hear my voice and . oi* 
pen the door^-and I will come in and fup with you, 
and you fliaU fup with me ? What a pity, that 
you didhot attend ? What ah advantageyou might 
have gained by compiyibg with his firfi; call ? Ac^ 
cqpt bis invitation now. Iris not yet too late« 
Hear his voice while it is caUed to day. Itis ftiU 
ft day of ialvation. 

How beautiful is the church in which our fons 
are as plants grown up in their youth, and our 
d^lDghters as comer iloiies, poliihed after the fi« 
SBuHtu^de of a palace ? How pleaiing the profpeA, 
when vtt, fee children devoting themielves to God 
taking hold of his covenant, and youths walking 
in his ways and encouraging one another in his 
iervice ? We then anticipate the virtue and felict* 
ty of many generations, and promiie ourfehres, 
that we fiiall fee the good of Jerufalem* all the 
days of our life, and that our children's children 
.will fee the church in peace* 

III. We may.farther observe, that we ought to 
attsend upon divine ordinances with a rational 
view^of, and a ferious regard \p their proper uie 
knd de%nl 

Mofes fays, >< When your children fhall afk, 
what mean you by this fervice ? ye ihall iay. It 
is the iacrifice of the Lord's pafibver^ who >pafled 
over the houie of the Iirae)ites in Egypt, when 
he iniote the Egyptians*" 
^ : MAfes here fwppofes it to be agreeable to the 
common fenfe ot mankind,^ and even to the early 
ideas of children, that there is fome meaning in 
every fervice which we perform to the deify. ^ 
God niever requires of us any ufelefs and unmean* , 
ing ceremony. In our attendance on his infiituted 
fervice, we fhould weH underftand what it means. 
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All pofithre infiitatibns are mteaddd for the|it«^ 
molton of real holmefi ; and our obienwlce of 
diem is no farther acceptable^ than thejr ara mad# 
fid)fervient to tbia encL 

The ordimuiwtlf thcfutyp^risdefignedtofhcw 
forth Chrift'a death; and to caU up hi <)ur fou£i 
the devout remembrance of him. We are» theirs 
foiC5 to attend upon it mth a pious r^rd t6 
faim — ^with a fenfe of our guilt and unwort&neft*^ 
with rq>etitance of ^ and refdutidos iq;aan& every 
knotm fin^^^^mth £iitfa inhisrighteottifie& to jfi£- 
tify US, and in his grace to (kn^hfy u^^with sptl^ 
tude for hif condeS^nfion and fcindnefi.in grvinfr 
faintfdf for u»***^tfa love to the brethren^ and 
benevolence to all men» to which we arc cidfed ]»f 
hit example exhituted to us^ and recognized fay 
us in this ordinances As we eat at the £ime ta^ 
ble and partake of the fame brcad, we are to com 
fider ourselves as monbers of the iame family, and 
to ftudy the tidngs by which we may edify orie 
another. The apofile fiiys, ^^ The cup of bifcifiiig 
is the communion/' or joint participation *^ of 
his blood i atid the bread which we break is the 
communion of his body ; for we being many are 
one bread and one body, as we are 2k partakers 
of one bread ;'^ or of the fame loaf. ^^ The tinngs 
which the gentiles £K:ri£k:e^ they iacrifice to de^ 
vUb^ and not to God ; and I would not that ye 
ihouid liave fcUowflup with devys* Ye cannot 
drink of the cup of the Lord and the cup oldcfiiai 
nof be partakers of ihc table of the Lord and the 
table ol devils.''*!-^'' l¥hether ye eat or dri^ 
or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God { 
giving BO oflfenoei even as I pleaie all men in aU 
things, not feeldng maaie own profit^ butthefuro* 
fit ot many, that they may Ik iaved" 

I WQuld oUcrre once more^ 
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4* It is incumbent on parents to infiruft their 
children in the nature and defign of God^s ordi« 
nances, and .to mcouragjr their attendance upon 
them« ^^ When your children Ihall enquire^ 
What mean you by this fervice, th^n ihall ye (ay. 
It is the facrifice of the Lord's pafforer.'^ 

hi like manner par^ts are to teach their chil- 
dren^ what is meant by the Lord^s fiippen It b 
a fymbol of his fecrifice for the fins Q& men. 

There are fome who deter their children from 
this ordinance by too awful reprefentatioas of it, 
as if it &aled tlie guilt and dddruftiou of thofe 
who received it in unregeneracy. It would ^be 
more agreeable to the fweet and benevdient fpirit 
of the gofpd tareprefent the ordinance as a token 
of God's grace and mercy to finners, and as a 
mean of ac^ls to- him through the Redeemer. It 
was not inftituted to perplex and enfhare, but to 
ecjify and comfort humble foulsr It was not in«- 
tended to terriiy and aflfrtght, but to ftrengthen 
and encourage the tender and fearful. 

Willie wc warn the young not to approJich it 
with tboi^htLefs temfirity, or with the indvlgrnco 
of kaovn iniquity, kt us invite thorn to come 
hmbly «nd penitenttyt Let us 1^ them to 
view the ordinance, as dofigoed no leis for their 
nie than for ours. Let us i^ft them in gaining a 
good knowledge of the gofpel, and exhort them 
to tife this ami every divine ordinance as thff 
means of Spiritual improvement* Let us recom- 
mend to them th€ rdi^n of Jefus by our oWife 
holy example. Let us fmile on any hopeful dif* 
pofidons, which we difoova: in them, and can-i 
tribute all in our power to their finrituil nour* 
ilhmcilt, that they may grow up in sU things 
into Ghrift, and come to the ftature of perf^t 
men in him. 
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£arfy Piety tbe Comfort tf Old Aff. 
A Sennoa to Toung People. 



PSALM Ixxi. 5. 
Tor thou trt my hope, O Lord God : Thou art my truft from my yon^ 

JVLt young friends, I may venture to (ay, 
there is not one of you, but who wiihes to five 
to old aee. And if you defire many days, certainly 
you defire to fee good in them all, even in the 
hft of them. It is not a painful and difconfolate, 
but a plea&nt and cheetiul old age, which you 
defire. I cannot promife you long life» continu- 
ed health, or great riches ; nor can I afiure you, 
that your declining years will be free from bodily 
pains and worldly affliftions. But I can tell you^ 
how old age, if you fhould arrive to it, may be 
very comfortable j yea, more fo than your youth* 
For inflruftion in this matter I will refer you to 
the experience of an aged man, whofe words I 
juft now read to you. They arc the words of Da- 
vid \ and words which he wrote, when he was 
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old and grey headed, and when he fu£Fered great 
and fore troubles. In this condition, and in this 
period of life, his chief comfort arofe from a re- 
colledion of that courfe of humble piety, which 
commenced in early life. ^^ Be thou my ftrong 
habitation, to which I may continually refort— 
for thou art my hope, O Lord ; thou art my truft 
from my youth.'' Imitate his example ; and 
whatever may be your outward condition, you 
will experience his comforts. 

** Truft in God'' fuppofes a full belief of his ex- 
iftence, perfe&ions and government. This belief 
is the nrft principle of all religion. ^^ He that com* 
eth.to God, muft believe that he is, and that he 
is the rewarder of them who diligently feek him." 

It implies alfo a knowledge of thofe gracious 
promifes, which he has made to thofe of our race 
and in our condition. A general knowledge of his 
cbaraHer gives an aflurance, that he wiU never 
injure us ; but without a particular difcovery of 
his kind intentions toward usj we can feel no af- 
furance oipojitive good. For divine goodneis is 
free ; it is under no obli^tions, and fubjed to 
no demands ; but is exercifed under the diredion 
of fovereign wifdom. And, befure, fallen and 
Kuilly creatures, fuch as we are, can ground their 
hope of future happinefson nothing leis than the 
promife of God, becaufe it is manifeft that fuch 
creatmres deferve puniihment ; and whether this 
punifhment may, on any terms, be remitted, none 
can tell, without a declaration from God himfelf. 

God's promifes are conditional ; and we become 
interefled in the bleflinp promifed only by a com- 
pliance with the conditions required. Truft in 
God therefore implies a fubmiffion of heart, and 
a conformity of lue to thofe rules of duty, which 
he has prefcribed. We are required ^^ to truft ia 
Vol. V. H 
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God and do goCKP*— " to commit: ourfelves: t<> 
him in well d<Hng**— ^* to reft in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for him.** If we look for good, 
without applying the means to obtain it ; if we 
expeft the bounties of pro^dcnce without dili- 
gence in our calling ; prefervation from-evil with- 
out circumfpe£tion in our walK ; the forgrvenefe 
of our fins without repentance toward God ; the 
prefcnce of God's grace without calling on hi* 
name ; or the final fSivation of our fouls without 
% patient continuance in well doing ; our pretend- 
ed truft in God is nothing better than prefmnp^ 
tion, infolt and mockery. 

David fey s^ ^ Thou art my tmft from my yautb.^ 
tie profefles to have made religion his deliberate 
choice, the will of God the rule of his condud:^ 
and hope in God the comfort of his foul^ in that 
early period of life, which too often paffes away 
in trifling and vanity. 

David's hiftory verifies his profeffion. He was^ 
but a youth, when he went forth to the conflict 
with tne giant of Gath, who bade defiance to the 
armies oiF the living God. The king of Hrad 
judged him too young for fuch an encounter.. 
** Thou art not able,'* %s he, ^ to fight with 
this Philifiine, for thou art a youth, andhe a man 
of war from his youth.** But David was ftrong 
in fiuth, and his faith he ftrengthened by recur- 
rence to paft experience of God^s merdfril protec- 
tion in times of danger. He anfwers^ the king,. 
*^Thy fervant kept ms father's fiieep in the wii- 
derne& ^ and there came a fion and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the fleck. And I went after 
him ; and when he arofo againft me, I caught him 
by the beard and ilew him. The Lord, who de- 
Hveredme out of the paw of the Hon and of the 
bear, fliall deliver me out of the hand of this Phii* 
iftine ; and he ihallbe as one of thofe^** 
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As David began a life of piety in ymtbj ib he 
^mimtedii to old age. He fays» ** O God, thou 
art my truft /r»;w my youth— Thou haft taught 
DM frwi Hiy youth, and hitherto I have declared 
thy wooderous works." The religious knowledge, 
and the (wous principle^ which he had early einbi« 
bed, governed his conduft in all the fubfequent 
ftages of his life. 

In his hific»7 we find imperfections, and one in- 
fiaace of grols and complicated iniquity \ but not 
any habitual vice. His great tranfgreilion was 
followed with a profeffion of deep repentance— 
his imperfedions wore occafions <^ godly ibrrow 
«^--his mfirmities called up his dsuly vigflsutice. Re- 
pOQitance with him was not a traniient exercife^ 
but an habitual temper. Hence he prays, '^ Re- 
teember not againft me the fins of my youth 3 
but accoordtng to thy mercy remember me for thy 
soodneis iake, O Lord."-— ^' Who can underftand 
ma trrors^ Gleanfe! thou mie from fecret faults; 
kee^ b«dc thy jfecVanC atfo from prefumptuous 
fins ; then fiall I be innocent from the great tranf* 
IprdBEon.*' Confdous of remaintng corruptions, 
^ he isttd God's judgments before him^ and 
watched to keep htmfelf from his own iniquity"— 
from the fin which moft eafily befet him. Senfi« 
Ue of his fiabienefi to err, ^^ he thou|;ht on his 
waijrs ;'' tod when he found himfelf gomg aftray^ 
l» tepti atid ^^ tmned his feet into God s tefti<« 
flMtoies } and he made hafie and delayed not to 
hetjp the GQBBmandments of God." Diftrufting 
his own wifdom and ftability, he held his ears at- 
tentive to reproof , and his mind open to convict 
lion. ^ Let the rtghteous fmite me," feys he, 
** itfliallbea kindne& ; and let him reprove me, 
k ftatt be ati ezodlent 63, which ihall not break 
vyhead." 
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When the prophet expoftulated with him for 
his great tranfgreffion, he difcovered no refent* 
ment at the freedom, which his monitor nfed 
with him ; but humbly rcceivcd/and hbneffly ap- 
plied the rebuke, and penitently confefled, ^^ I 
have finned againft the Lord/^ David did this thing 
fi^retly, and might imagine, that it remained a 
fecret ftill. What inward exercifes of penitence 
preceded the prophet^s reproof, we cannot lay. 
Now, for the firft time, he was explicitly admon- 
ifhed ; now he found that his iniquity was no 
longer to be concealed ; now he confefled his 
guilt, and declared his repentance before men. 

In all his life he was diflinguiibed by a devout 
fpirit ; by a humble fubmiffion to divine correc- 
tions ; by a wife improvement of various afflic- 
tions ; by a conftant obfervance of the ways of 
providence ; by a faithful attendance on the wor- 
jhip of the fanftuary ; by a confcientious perform- 
ance of domeftic duties ; and by a thankful ac- 
knowledgment of merdes and deliverances. Few 
men appear to have walked through life in fuch 
an intimate communion with God, and under 
fuch an impreflive fenfe of God's prefence and 
government, as this good man, who, from his 
youth, had chofen God for his hope and truft. 

This early choice of religion was a fpring of 
comfort to him in his dedinmg years. In a time 
of affliAion he prays, "Deliver me, O my God, 
for thou art my trufl from my youth. By thee 
have I been holden up from my childhood. My 
praife ihall.be continually of thee.*' 

In David's example we are taught, ** that early 
piety lays the fureft foundation for conxfort in old 
age." ^ 

This is a truth, in which you, who are now 
young, are deeply concerned, and which you 
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ought tnoft iericmfly to apply. You love many 
days, that yoti may fise good. But how many fa- 
ever your days may be, they will all pais away, 
and the laft of them wilt come. Tou cannot then 
fee good, unle& you now take up, and carry along 
"wiw you, into that period, fomethins better than 
the world can give ; for the world, however lib* 
eral it may feem for a while, will then take back 
all its former gifts. 

The beft tmng, which you can then have to 
ccnnfbrt and refrah you, is the remembrance of 
early piety, and a confciouiheis of a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing. If you wifh to have this 
confolation at that time, a pious life muft be your 
choice now. This wiU^ on many accounts, be 
your beft fu(^rt. 

I. Early religion will prevent many evils, which 
would be a torment in old age. 

If you now are determin^ to caft o£F the great 
concerns of religion, and to walk in your own 
ways, and in the fight of your own eyes, be af- 
fured, that bitter things are written againft you, 
and that your old age will £idly poflefs the fins of 
your youth in pains of body, remorfe of confcience, 
and the terrors of wrath to come ; or, which is 
worfe than all, in a flaipidity of mind, which, 
though it may render you pafi feeling for a feafon, 
will make your deftrudion more certain and more 
awful. 

And befides the evils which await pu^ there 
are mifchiefs incalculable and inconceivable, which 
you are bringing on others ; and efpedally on 
thofe with whom you moft frequendy aflbciate. 
Many will be feduced into vice by your vain con. 
veriation— many will be corrupted in their man*, 
ners by your ungodly example— many will be 
hardened in guilt by your profane; contempt of re* 
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ligioti. ^ Aixd tKefe wffl bd inflttmtM i* iedudaf^ 
conupting and hardemng mtny mtMre^ There is 
no poffibility of forefedng how long tlie evil magf, 
candooe^ howy far it may run on, and how v)de« 
If it majr %read arouiid, after it has once beesi 
put ia acafclon* *^ One iimier deftroys much good.'' 

Now fvppfeiiii you fliould live to (dd agd, and in 
dkat foLemn period ihould feel a ierioua fenfe of 
the judgment before you ; will it not be painfiil 
to rcfleA on iucfa afire as has been defcri2)ed t It 
win then be tea late to cecall the evila which yoia 
bave done* They who coBMnenccd the journey 
€»f life in your company^ will generally have fin^ 
iflied iheit oonrfev and pafled to the jud^menti 
The few who are kft^ will be [daced at a difiaoito 
from you. They will be out of the reach of your 
cottJifel and admoniton : or if von can ^peak to 
fome of them, perhaps they will^ by this time^ 
have betoffie too infeniible to fed,, and too obfti- 
Hate to follow your gcod advice* 

In this ftage of Hfe, you wiU probably &e fami« 
lies, which iprang from you, and which, in con<« 
tfequence of yourexanq>le, live, as you have done^ 
without religion, without the fear of God, Mrith** 
out regard to Us worihip. In a few days you 
muft go to anfwer before God for your own per^ 
fbsal conduft, and for the important truft coma 
ontted to you. What aniwer wiU you be prepar*^ 
cd to give ? In the perplexity of confcious guik, 
from whait Iburce will you derive comfort ? God 
demands from you the lervice of your youth ; if 
you wUi not give him this ) behold, you have 
finned againft ham \ and be fure your fin will find 
you out. 

2. -Early piety will render you inftruments of 
siudi good in the world. Your zeal and forward* 
ads in religion will provoke very many; And^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serin. IV. tf Oid Jlgt. tfj 

in iIk tanc^C eld age» win it sot beapbifiwre. 
fledion, that you have not lived in vain ; bat^ 
aoeordiagto your ability, htt?e bvcmght boiiorta 
God^s name, and done good to mankiad i Tiai: 
\ff your yontttfal example you have enconraredl 
fMBe of yoor fetto«F youths Do fbr&ke die iBouflk 
and live, and to go in the way «f naderftaiKling ^ 
to Ifeek umo Ood betimes^ before thdr hearts* 
vMsre hardened durough the deoritfulneft of fin ^ 
income forward with an open profeffiofli of veK* 
^n, and to watt: s^eeably t» the rdigion, whidir 
they ycok& I Will k not be a pkrfuM to think 
thstiSiefe pious youths, animat^ by your exam* 
{Ae, have ext^oided and §pKsA amoi^ others the 
good, .which you began ; and that there are^ 
within your kafiowledge, many pious and virtuous 
peo]^e, who perhaps sai^it have isontinued ^uid 
perkbedtn their gwlty coorib, if you, like feme, 
had fived in the contempt of religion, said in die 
negleft of your lalvation I And ifyon iK)uldhai«^ 
pofterity, who may live on earth after you ftre 
gCMie, wUl k not be a great coniblaiiion and joy- 
to fee them walking in the truth, maintatninff re-* 
Iftgion in their hoefes, promoting peace and vutne 
in ibdety, and fpreading among their neighboni^ 
and handing over to thenr foecelor& the plow £»w 
iSments, which they received from you ? Or what- 
ever may be their conduft, wiU it not be a iblace 
to your minds te refleA, that you have fisuthiully 
discharged your duty to them, have feaibnal^T 
ittfbti^d them m the truth, and have aflfediott. 
srtely exhorted them to a holy life, and to appeal 
to God and them, as witneffes how holily and 
jdtiy and unbbmeably you have behswed your* 
^ves among them ? 

3d. Early religion will be a comlbrt to your 
dd ag^, becaufe it wiE be attended witik a cdsi- 
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fciou&efi; that you have approved yourfblvea t^ 
God. 

Religion^ you know, is a fervicedue to God. 
And if it be due to him at all, it is as really due 
in youth, as in old age. If you negleft it while 
you are young, you as impioufly defraud and rob 
God, as if you ihould n^led it when you become 
old ; for you are as much God's creatures, as de- 
pendent on him for happinefs, and as accountable 
to him for your conduf); now, as you will be 
then. If there be any fervice which you owe to 
God, the obligation commences with your Intel* 
ledual capacity, and continues through all fta^es 
of life ; and you can no more plead an exemption 
from it at one time, than at another. 

Now if you ihould live in the negleffc of .religion 
until old age invades you, and {homd at that time 
retain any moral and intelledual fenfibility, you 
mufl condemn yourfelves fbr having wafted your 
beft days in folly and vice, and referved for God 
the pooreft and moft ufelefs part of life — ^that part 
in which you are leaft able to ferve him and do 
good to niankind. This will be like offering the 
blind, the lame and the torn for £uuifice. And 
furely you may well be afraid, that fuch an offer- 
ing will not be accepted at your hands. If after a 
lirc of impiety, you ihould be fo happy in the 
laft ibge of your mortal exiftence, as tp exerdfe 
a fincere repentance, yet how painful muft this be? 
The iniquities of a long life wiU ftand in order be- 
fore you. The matter of your repentance will be» 
not mere infirmities, or accidental offences, but 
an habitual courfe of wickedaels from your earli- 
eft youth to that £id hour. How awfully will you 
have filled up the meafure of your iins ; what re- 
morie and anguiih will feize your minds ; how 
will your hope tremble, when it attempts to lay. 
hold on mercy f 
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To thofe who leek God early there are manv 
encouraging promifes. But what promife will 
you fiad for fuch as refiife to feek him until they 
are old i Thde have loft the benefit of all the en- 
couragements given peculiarly to youth ; for thev 
liave gone beyond this period. Their hopes mufl: 
aow reft on more general declarations of God's 
mercy. 

But how pleafant may be the laft ftage of life 
to him who can look back and £iy, ** Thou, O 
God, art my hope, and my truft from my youth. 
Thou haft taught me from my youth, and hither- 
to have I declared thy wondrous works. I have ' 
feared thee from my youth, and have not wick- 
edly departed from thee.'' Such a man carries 
with him into old age, peace of mind, felf-appro- 
bation, hope of glory, and joy in God. He can 
adopt this pious language ; ^^ Thou art thy por- 
tion, O God. I have faid, that I will keep thy 
fiatutes. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none on earth, that I defire befides thee« 
My fle(h and my heart faileth } but thou art the 
firength of my heart, and my portion forever." 

4* Early piety gives comfort to old age, as it 
lays a foundation tor eminent improvement in re- 
tigion. 

He who begins the religious life, when he is old, 
has but little time before him for progrefs in divine 
knowledge, for the correction of wrong biafles, 
for the extirpation of evil habits and the forma- 
tion of virtuous ones. The holy temper wrought 
in him will exift under great imperfedions, and 
his fpiritual exercifes wiU meet with many diffi« 
culties and obftirudions. Confequently he cannot 
experience that comfort and pleafure in religion, 
which he wifhes to enjoy } efpecially in fo near 
views of another world 
Vol. V. I 
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BvLt they who make teligion their early choice 
and habitual praAice, are continually advancing 
In the divine life* The graces wrought in them 
by the fpirit of God, in their renovation, arc 
Krengthened by exercife, and the duties of the 
Chriftian life are facilitated by ufe. " And the vir- 
tues, which are moft important to old age, fuch 
as fobriety, contentment, patience, devotion ancl 
lieavehly mindednefs, come into familiar and a« 
greeablc operation. It is no eafy matter for an' 
old man to be calm and cheerful under his preient 
trials, if he has been anxious and fretful in all 
his former days. It is difficult for him now to 
have his converfation in heaven, if it nev^r has 
been there befoje* He ^ can have little relidi for 
devout and fpiritual exercifes, if they are all new 
to him, and he now begins to learn them. My 
Iriends ; that religion may bring its confoIation» 
home to your hearts in that evil day, you muft 
gain a familiar acquaintance with it in your better 
days. 

5. Religion begun in youth, and continued 
through the fubfequent ftaees of life, will be a 
fafe ground for ilrong hope m old age. 
* The man, who believes, that within a few 
weeks or months, he (hall enter into the eternal 
world, muft, if any fenfibility be left, eameftly 
define a good evidence, that he fliatt be happy there^ 
But this evidence cannot ordinarily be acquired 
in a day or week. It muft be the refult of expe- 
rience and felf-examination« There muft be op« 
portunity to prove the inward temper and to 
compare it with the word of God» A fudden 
and hafty confidence is generally deceitful, and 
always precarious. There is no doubt, that fome,. 
even in old age, maybe the fubje^ of a renovat* 
ing change^ butthereality of fuch a change muft be 
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doubtful to them, until they have had more time 
to prove themfelves, than the aged have reafon to 
cxped. Such peribns, though they die fafely, 
yet cannot wholly difburden themfelves of previ- 
ous anxieties and fears. 

Therefore, my friends, take up religion in fea- 
fon, carry it with you through life, cheriih it in , 
your old age ; then you will have comfort in the 
decays of your nature, and good hope in your 
death. Tour conftancy and improvement in reli- 
gion from early life will be an evidence in your &- 
vour, in which you may place confidence. How 
pleafant will be this period, when you can review 
a long life with confcious approbation, and can 
look forward into the^ eternal world with the full 
aflurance of hope ? How bright will be the even-! 
ing of your life, when light breaks in on your, 
eyes from the heavenly world ? How cheerfully 
may you ftep forward into the valley of death,, 
when the light of God's countenance gilds your 
paflage i ^^U you prepare your hearts and ibretch 
out your hands to God ; if you put away iniqui- 
ty from your hands and wickedneis from your 
fouls, then fhall you lift up your faces without 
fix)t ; yea, you mall be fledfaft, and fhall not. 
t€2X ; your age {hall be dearer than the noon day ; 
you &all Ijune forth, you fhall be as the morning.'*, 

6. Earl/sxeligion brings this additional advan- 
tage to old age, that it enfures a more diftinguifh- 
ed degree of glory in the future world. 

The faipture aiTures us, that the heavenly re- 
wards will be meafured out to good men according 
to the works which they have done for God, and 
the attainments which they have made in holinefs. . 
** They who have fowed bountifully, will reap al- ! 
fo bountifully ; and they whp have fowed fpar* 
ingly;, will reap fparingly**' They who have fpent 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



68 Early Piety the Cmfirt 

a long life in the fieady pradice of religion, mxs& 
liave acquired more virtue in their hearts, forou^t 
jQ^ore honour to God, and done more good to 
Inen, than they who never attended to religion 
before the laft ftage of their probation* Confe« 
quently they have a capacity to enjoy, and a title 
to receive a proportionably larger meafure of hea^ 
venly felicity. There are fome, who will fcarce<» 
ly ^e iaved ; and fbme whofe reward ihall be great. 
The late penitent will be found in the former dafs ;* 
the early Chriftian in the latter. And, O how 

fdeafant muft be the contemplation of death to 
uch a^ed faints, as can depart in the fiill perfutau 
£on, tnat an entrance will be miniftered to them 
abundantly into the kingdom of God, and that 
there they fliall receive an exceeding and eternal 
weight or glory ? 

I have reafoned with you, my young friends, 
on the fuppofition, that you will live to be old. 
And now fiiy, Does not relipon, on this ground, 
appear to be your higheft wifdom ? Is not your 
judgment brought fully over to the fide, for which 
I have been pleading r Then fix your refolution 
immediately,— Do you hefitate ?— There is anoth* 
er argument in your cafe, which certainly forbids 
delay. It is not certain that you wSi live to be 
old. And with refped to each of you individu* 
ally, this is not probable. You fee fome die old ; 
jfou fee more die younff. The uncertainty of life 
IS a powerful reafon, why you ihould choofe God 
for your hope and your truft from your youth. 
Even though you ihould be fpared to old age, this 
early choice is, on many accounts, highly r^on* 
able and advantageous; if you are to die in youth, 
and God knows whether this be not your deftiny, 
then the choice, which I have recommended, is 
abfolutely neceflary* For this b the only time 
you can have. 
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If any of you, my aged brethren, have let thk 
tSme pafs away unre^urded, you have loft your 
beft time ; and I de^doreyour lofi. But for hea^ 
▼en^s fake, lofe not what remains. Be humble 
for paft n^Ie&, apply with diligence to the work, 
'which you ought to have begun before. Death 
is advancing ; it lingers not. Time is pafling ; 
it flumbers not. It is high time to aw^dce out 
of fleep« Wherefore, let me apply to you the 
words of theapofile, ^^ Awake, ye that fleep, and 
arife from the dead, and Chrift ihaU rive you 
light. And walk drcumipeftty, not as tools, but 
as wile, redeeming the time, becaufe the days are 
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The tnfirmttet and Comforts of Old Age. 
*A Sermon to Aged People. 



MT AO£D BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, ^ 

TOU will permit an aged man, like yourselves, t9 

ipeak, this ajternoon, a fewwords to you Or, if you 

please, he will in your hearing speak to himself. Per* 

iinent to ottrcase, and worthy of our adoption^ is the pe» 
iition of the Psalmist in 

PSALM Ixxi. 9. 

€aft me aot dff inthetiiiieof old age. Foriiike me not when my ftrength 

failcth. 



HERE is little doubt, that David was 
the author of this Pialm. And from feveral ex- 
preffions in it we learn, that he wrote it in his old 
age. He prays in our text, ^^ Caft me not off- in 
the time of old age/' And, in verfe 18, ^^ Now, 
when I am old and grey headed, for£ike me not.'' 
But David, when he died, was but about feventy 
years old, and he probably wrote the Pfalm fome 
years before his death ; perhaps in the time di 
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Abialom's rebdUon $ for he fpeaks of ^ ^emiety 
who then took counfel together, and laid wait for 
his life/' And we find not that he was ever in 
this perilous and critical fituation after that rebelU 
Ion. David, then, realized old age earlier than 
ibine feem to do. He noticed its firfl appearance | 
lie brought it near in hb meditations, before it 
had a£hially invaded him ; or, at lead^ when he 
began to perceive its approach in the decline of 
his ftrengtb, and the increafe of his grey hairs* 
But many choofe to view it as diftant-^*^ Grey 
hairs are here and there upon them, and they per- 
ceive it not/' They enjoy, in a comfortable de« 
gree, the pleafures of lite ; and that evil day, in 
which there is no jdeafure, they put far from 
them. 

It would be wife for us to imitate David's ex« 
ample ; to think of, and prepare for the evil day, 
before it comes ; to fecure God's gracious pre- 
fence now ; and in our daily prayers to a(k, that 
^^ he would not caft us off in the time of old agey 
nor forfake us when our ftrength faileth/* 

ThePfalmift here reminds us, that dd age is a 
time when flrength faileth : and that at luch a 
time God's prefence is of peculiar importance. 

I. Old age is a time when ftrength faileth. 
^ There is then a fenfible decay ot bodily ftren^h* 

As we come into the world, fo we depart, im- 
potent, feeble and helpleis. From our inf&ncy we- 
gradually acquire ftrength, until we arrive to our 
full maturity. We then for a few years continue 
fbtionary, without fenfible change* After a little 
while we begin to feel, and are conftrained to con« 
feis an alteration in our fbite. Our limbs I0& 
their former a&ivity ; our cuftomary labour be- 
comes wearifome ; pains invade our frame ; our 
lleep, often interrupted, refreihcs us left than 
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heretofore ; our food is le& gufifol ; ottr fight it 
bedimmed, and our ears are dull of hearing ; 
^ they that look out at the windows are darken* 
ed, and the daughters of mufic are low ;" the 
pl^ufes of reading and converiation abate ; our 
andent companions have generally withdrawn to 
another world, and the few who are left are, like 
us, ihtit up, that they cannot go forth. Hencd 
fodal vifits are more unfrequent and lefs entertsdn-* 
ing ; and our condition grows more and more fol« 
itary and difconfolate* 

With our bodily, our mental firength ufually de- 
clines. 

The faculty-, which firft appears to faU, b the me^ 
mory. And its fulure we firft obferve in the diffi« 
culty of recolleding little things, fuch as names 
and numbers. We then perceive it in our inabil- 
ity to retain things which are recent. What we 
early heard or read, abides with us ; but later in- 
formation is foon forgotten. Hence, in convert 
iation; aged people often repeat the fame queftions 
and relate the fame ftories \ for they foon lofe 
the recoUedion of what has paffed. And hence 
perhaps, in part, is the impertinent garrulity, of 
which old age is accufed. You fee, then, my young 
friends, the importance of laying up a good ftore 
of ufeful knowledge in early life. What you ac- 
quire now, you may retain : later acquifitions 
will be fmall and uncertain. Like riches, they 
will make themfelves wings and fly away. In the 
decline of life you muft chiefly depend on the old 
ftock ; and haj^y, if you fliall have then a rich 
ftore to feed upon. 

When memory £uls, other faculties foon fcdlow. 
The attention is with more difficulty fixed, and 
more eafily diverted : the intellect is lefs acute in 
its difcemment, and the judgment more fallible in 
itsdecifions. 
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The jud^ent b the laft £iculty which the pride 
of age is v^ illing to give up. Our forgetfulneis we 
cannot but fed, and others cannot but obferve. 
But we chooie to think our judgment remains fo- 
fid and dear^ We are never apt to diffaruO: our 
own opinions ; for it is the nature of opinion to 
be iatisfied with itfelf. It is certain, however, 
that judgment muft fail in (bme proportion to 
the failure of attention and recolledion. We 
fcmn a juft judgment by viewing and comparing 
the evidences and circumftances, which relate to 
the cafe in queftion. *If then any material evi* 
dence, or drcumftance dcapes our notice^ or flips 
from our memory, the judgment formed b un« ^ 
certain, becaufe we have but a partial view of the 
cafe. In all matters, where a right judgment de- 
pends on comparing ifevetal things, the failure of 
memory endangers the reditude of the decifion. 
. When we percdve a dedine of bodily and men« 
tal (brength, fear and anxiety ufually increafe. 
Difficulties once trifling now fwell to a terrifying 
magnitude, becaufe we have not' power to en- 
counter them } want flares upon us with fright- 
ful afped, becaufe we have not capacity to pro- 
vide againft it } the kind and patient attention 
of our friends we diflruft, becaufe we know not 
how long we may be a burden to them,, and we 
have nothing in our hands to remunei;ate them, 
except that property which they already antidpate 
as their own. ^ The grafshojpper now becomes 
a burden ; we rife Up at the voice of the bird ; we 
are afraid of that which is high, and fear is in the 
way." 

This ftate of mfirmity and anxiety, painful in 
itfdf, is rendered more fo by the recoUe&jon of 
what we once were, and by the antidpatipn 9f 
what we foon fhall be. 
Vol. V. K 
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Wc contraft out p^etrt with our former <xm^ 
dhion — ^Oncic ive were men ^ ftow wie ftel ©u*^ 
ftlves to be but babes. Otece we potfelfed 'aftiv^' 
jj^owers ) now we are T^eopme impoueftt. Oftc^ 
we fuftaitied durtrltildren and mhiiftcted to tkem 
With jpleafurc ; trow we ate ftiftained ^rf theiti J- 
ttnd we are fore, t)Ur once^xperiettced ^afete is 
*ot reciprocated.' Oircc we were of foftie 5<npott^ 
ance in fociety ; oow we are funk into ittfigftSfr 
cance* Once our advice was fou^dil and regard*, 
ed ; now we arc paflcd by with ne^dSt, and 
younger men take our place r even the fhafiage- 
mentof our ownfubftancehasfellefekitotfichaniite 
of others,and theyperhapsfearcely thitik u« worthy 
of being confuted. And if wc afre, 'now and? 
then, confulted^ perhaps our jeatou^ff whi^ers^ 
that it is done meray to flitter our aged t^idty 
and keep us in good humor. 

Such a <ontraft Job experienced, atid hie lifmnd 
it no fmall aggravation of his adveriity . Lobkiti^ 
bads: to former days, he fays, ** When I went cfut 
of the gates thrbugh the dty, the young maa faW 
me, and hid th^mfelvcs j the aged arofe and ftooif 
up. When the ear heard me, then ft bldfed itie ;;^ 
and when the eye few me, k gave witneft to me, 
becaufe I delivered the poor and fetherlefi, anti 
the blefling of thofe who were ready to periA, 
came upon me. But now they wfe^ are younger 
than I have me in derifion. They abhor me and 
flee from me.. They mat my path, and fet for- 
ward my calamity.*^ 

And not only the remembrance of what is paft, 
but the fore thought of what is to come, aggra^ 
vatcs the calamity of the aged man. 

In earlier life hope ftood by him to comfort 
him in all his troubles. If he was difappointed 
In his bufinefs, he hoped to fucceed better in a ib* 
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twe efoy. M he. met with Bwsfortuac, he hoped. 
hf and by to retrieve it. If he loft his health, hc^. 
hicvedby tiaajie and mediciw to rega|a it. If he, 
fuier^d pi^B, he hoped it wouiLd be fliort. What* 
WW Qt^najLty he felt, he looked forward to hit- 
ter daQT^ Ba;t hiow hQpe h^ quitted its ftation 
a«d retired firoin his compauy. " His days arc 
ijpeat ^JtkowC hc^/' The joys of life axe flcd^ 
never to return. He anticipates the increafe of 
ii^mkie^ and pain&£rom month to month, and 
the probable evf nt of total decrepitude and con- 
ftieveoc,^ wd the entire lofs of his feeble remains 
^ fenfibility and imelled. 

WcU night Solomon call this an evil day- 

In the probable expedatipn of inch a day, there 
is no ibIM comfort, but in the hope of enjoying 
iheprefeng^of God. Therefore, asweobierve^ 

BL W^ ought to adopt the prayer of David, 
« Caft nae npt off in the time of ©W age : Forfakp. 
ne not when my firength faileth*" 

In the fi?ft place, the Pialmifi nay here be fup* 
pofed to requ^ft, that God would not oaft him off 
^FOQi the ogre oi his providence* 

When we have reached old age, or find ourfelvesi 
oear it» we may reafonably and p/operly pray» 
ihak Oed would excu& us from thofe pains of body 
and infirnajfties of mind, with which fome have 
Wen aflicled^ that he would place us in eafy 
and Daembarrafied circuvkftanices, and in aonnex«« 
ion with kind and faithful friends ; that he would 
firsQ Bs from worldly carefulnefs and anxiety, and 
alkm^ us liberty f^r thofe devput exerciies, which 
are fuited t(> prepare us for our momentous change. 
Qapvid had feen the grofs mifbebavior of fome of 
Us cbjjdren, and was now probably fuffeni^ un? 
do: the cruel perfectuion of an ungracious fon» 
who wiihed the father's death, that ne slight pojt 
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fcfe the father's throne. In this fituation the oM 
man prays, ** Deliver me out of the hand erf the 
wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and 
cruel man. O God, be not &r from me ; make 
hifte to my help.** Under this fevere affliftion he 
doubtleis requefted, that God would incline the 
hearts of his children to treat him with filial duty 
and afiedion, and to ftudy the peace and comfort 
of his declining age. 

The happinels of the parent, in the latter fta« 
ffes of his life, depends much on the good behav- 
iour of his children ; and particular^ on their 
kind attention to him. I pity the aged man, 
who, when his ftrength fails, looks anxioufly a- 
round, and fees not a fon on whom he can lean r 
no ; not a child, \(^o will reach out a hand to 
fuftain his finking frame, and guide his tottering 
fieps. But I congratulate the happy old man, 
who fees his chUdren about him, all attentive to 
his wants, liftening to his complaints, compaflion- 
ate to his pains, and emulous each to excell the 
other in a6ls of filial duty. I honour the children, 
when infi:ead of feeing the old fatther toflied from 
place to place, unwelcome wherever he is' fcnt, 
they adopt the language of Jofeph, ** Come to me, 
my father ; thou malt be near to me, and I will 
hourifh thee." Such filial kindnefs foothes the 
pains, and cheers the feirits of the parent. It 
makes him forget his amiAion, or remember it as 
waters which pafs away. 

But, fecondly, what David principally requefi;* 
cd was, that God would grant him the prefencd 
of his grace. Thus he prays, in another Pialm, 
** Caft me not away out ot thy prefence ; take 
not thy holy fpirit from me ; refl:ore to me the 
joy of thy ialvation, and uphold me with thy 
free fpirit" 
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Hb outward man was decaying ; but he fofidt- 
cd fuch fupplies of grace, as ihould renew the in« 
iKrard man c^^y by day. In hb increafing infirmi« 
ties he« could take pleafure, when the power of 
God refted upon him ; for however weak in him* 
iUf, he was ftrong in the Lord. 

I. In this prayer he aiks grace, that he may 
maintain a temper and behaviour fuited to his age 
and condition. 

It becomes the aged to be grave and fober^ for 
they fiand on the bnnk of the eternal world. And 
who would not be fober there ? If we ihould ever 
happen to fee fuch men liffht and vain, addifted to 
frothy difcourfe, fond of diflblute company, and 
ieeking gpiilty amufements, we fliQuld be ihocked 
at the ipedade. We fhould naturaUy conclude, 
that their hearts were totally alienated from God 
and rdi^on, and completely ftupified by the ha* 
bits of fin. 

It becomes them to be temperate and vigilant^ 
and to avoid every indul^nce, which might tend 
to increafe the peevifhneS and irritability natural* 
ly incident to a period of pain and infirmity. 

It becomes them to be patient and refigned. As 
they are fubjed to peculiar trials, and thefhrength 
of nature £uls, they Ihould implore the prefence 
of that goodfpirit, whofefruitsaregentlene&,meek« 
nefsandlongfuffering. Theyihouldcallto mind for* 
mer mercies, and meditate on God^s works of old« 
They fhould confider that their time is fhort, and 
their trials will foon be over. *' Now for a feafon, 
if need be, they are in heavineis through manifold 
temptations ; but if patience has its perfed work, 
the trial of their faith, which is more precious, 
than that of gold which perifhes, will be found to 
praife and honour at the coming of Chrift. And 
theie light afflidions^ wMch are but for a mo* 
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wsnaiXy vill wonk §m tiicm a fiur mate enwMtfiig 
attd Vernal weight of gl(»jJ* 

ft. Ti&^ fliouid pray for ^ce» tliat hy t pat^ 
tern of piety and heavenly mi^dodsefs^ they ixi^ 
waunmeDd sch^n to ediera. Tkcy «re Tccyair'^ 
ed to be found in cbarityj as well a& patienoe ; not 
^ifky to hpit thek troubles with fortitude; aad dag* 
city, but ta exhifaitt in all thiatgf a hehaTiouiv 
which becometh holine&, that they may teach tho: 
young to be feber fmndeNi This is the bcft ex« 
crdife of their charity. 

. Davids in his old age^ felt abenevoleoil coacem 
for riing pofterity. Hence he prays, ^* O God,^ 
liwialce me not, when I am old, until I have iheweA 
thy ftrength to this: genenrtioiiy aad thy power tm 
<very one that ia to cpme.*^ 

The aged man, taken off by his infirmities from 
the adiv^ bufiacfi of life, can ki no way damora: 
fervice for God and for mauikind, than by exhibk 
iftng a viiible caampfe of contentmeDi and humil- 
itjr, piety and fpurituaHty, faith and hope^ in tha 
AKur views of another world. He thqa demons 
Urates the exoeUoBce and power of t c^gioji, and 
calls on all dstoand him to embrace and eherifh it^ 
that Hke him, they may bear affli^on with feren# 
tly, and meet death with fortitude. 

3* IHvid here fblicits communion with GoJL 
<^ Caft me not oSJ^ Deny n>e not free accefs to 
ahee. **Tuni not away my prayer, nop thy 
mercy from me.'' 

The good man, in aU circumihtacefi, would 
maintain a heavenly inter courfe. But be defirea 
and values this privilege mofi in a time of affile* 
ikm, and in the near^xpedation of death. Our 
Saviour, who was, at aH times, filled with a devout 
^Mt, exerciied this fpirit mcrfii: fervently and fre« 
^[Mntfy* toward thacloft of hisft life* And fo ought 
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l&ei^d&ikit^ ikb he » dUcIikrged frbHl the ki»^ 

kours tmd dccupacioitt ef the world, let him dtf- 

nils hb worldly aifie6iiott8 ud thought*, and ^Ttr 

Mttfctf^ more tk«& formerly^ Itf felfexaninatiMp 

BuoditailifDii vnd ]>#ayen Yiewiog the time as at 

luuid, vkeuy lakittg feiwof all earthly things, he 

Hiuft enter into a new world, mingfe in nrtir coii^ 

tiezions, and a|ppear in the |prefenee of God^ let 

Mmtsinploy hiaoafelf in the coattiBijrfation of hea^ 

MM IM in the cxercifea dF devotton, more com- 

Aantly than be could ordibarilj do ia former yeart^ 

«lien the wofiii hid greater denaaads upon htiii» 

Ijookiti^ forward to the laft Aage «f life, and fo- 

«ihdiig the eondition in which be may then be fi^ 

med, let him often alk beforehand, that OocI 

^rauld give hiab,4l that time, the Spirit of prayer 

%tk a fuperior tfegrce ; would grant him, Ubder 

Htftnre^ weakiie&, ability to colled and aranxtx 

ik thoughtiB, and a forvoiur.of pious afiediDh tlk 

4Ualdnigalownhisrequeft& This,inafimilarcafey 

was the eiteloyment and the comfort of the F&lm-' 

ifL ^ My roal,'^iays he, '' b full of troubles, and 

my life draweth near to the grave : mine ac- 

^uaiatauce are put far hxxn me ; and I am fliut 

lap, that i cannot go fbrth^^ And what codd he 

do in this conditkm ? One thin^ he toulddo^ 

and this he did. He applied himfelf to prayer^ 

which is the beft relief of an affltded foul. '' I 

have*called daiiy upon thee, and to thee have I 

ftretdbed oat my hand& Unto tbee have I ctied^ 

O Lord, and in the morning (halt my prayer pre* 

iFent thee. Let my prayer come before thee ; in- 

•^ive thine ear to my cry/' 

4i David, in this petition, ^ Caft mle not off in 
the lime of dd age," requefts that, by the power 
of .divine grace working in him, his faith a^ 
hope might hold out to we hft *^ and that^ by the 
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Ibnfible difpkys of divine UKht, and by increakd 
sng evidence of his title to fsQvation, he might be 
imd from the difireffing apprehenfion of being 
finally cafl: off' and for£iken ot his God Thus hd 
{nrays^ on another occafion, ^* Caft me not away 
out of thy prefence. Reftore unto me the joy of 
thy&hration/' 

In afl feafons and conditions of life, the hope 
of g^ory is much to be defired, and earaeftly to 
be fought. This wiU lighten our afflidions and 
fweeten our mercies ; defend us againft tempta« 
tions and imooth the path of duty ; difpel the 
gloom which hoyers round the grave, and bright* 
en the ipcofptA of eternity. But this hope is ne* 
ver more important, or mor^ delightful than in 
old' age.-^Now the joys of ]jie have fled, and 
earthly profpeds are cut off; now the day of pro* 
bation is exoiring, and the folemn hour of retri* 
bution is at nand. How imhappy the cafe of thofe, 
who are going down to the grave without hope, 
and going to judgment with a confdoufnefs of un- 
pardoned guut J who, in the review of life, fee 
nothing but vain amufements, fenfual pleafures, 
earthly affe&ions and avaricious or ambitious pur* 
fuits : and in the contemplation of futurity fee 
nothing before them, but death, judgment and 
fiery indignation ? But how happy the aged Chril^ 
tian, who can look back on a life employed in 
works of piety to God, and beneficence to men, 
and who now feels the fpirit of devotion and char* 
ity warmed within him, and adting with frefli vig- 
or to confirm his hopes of heaven, difpel the fears 
of death, and light up frefh joys in his foul ? He 
can take pleafure in his infirmities, regarding them 
as kind intimations, that ^* now is his falvation 
nearer, than when he believed.'' 

Such was Paul's felicity, when he was ready to 
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be offered^ and the time of hU departure was at 
liand^ *^ I have fought a good fight, I have fin* 
iihed my courfe, I have kept the faith, henceforth 
there is hid up for me a crown of righteoulheiii^ 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will eive me 
in that day/' How did Paul obtain this felicity \ 
^ He counted not his own life dear to himfelf^ that 
he might finiih his work with faithiulnefs, and 
his courfe with joy/' He kept under his body to 
bring it into fubjedion, left by any means, when 
he had preached to others, he himfelf fliould be 
a cafiaway/' That we may obtain the full aflur*- 
ance of hope, we muil be followers of them, who 
by faith and patience Inherit the promifes ; and ia 
this courfe we muft give diligence to the end. 

Our fubjed powerfully applies itfelf to us, who 
are advanced in age. We begin to feel the de« 
cays of ftrength, and to perceive the indications 
of our approaching diflblution# In a few days, 
we muft go the way, whence we (hall not return. 
Soon we fhall fee man no more with the inhabits 
ants of the earth ; but fliall be placed in new re^ 
Utions and in a new condition. While we tarry 
here, our infirmities will probably increafis ; our 
days and nights will become more wearifbrne \ 
the pleafures of fenfe will lofe their relifh j the 
burden of worldly bufinefs wiU be too heavy for 
our bending flioulders; the implements of our la- 
bour will mrop out of our palfied hands, and we 
ihall have no more a portion in any thing that is 
done under the fun. And it is not improbable^ 
that fome of our laft months may be fpent in help- 
left confinement of body— -ah, and perhaps too m 
derangement or ftupor of mind. 

3Looking forward to fuch a feafon, let us daily 
pray, <^ O God, caftus not off in the time of old 
;e ; fbr&ke us not when our ftrength fiulethf 
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Give us kind and patient friends, who will cheer- 
fully minifter to our neceilities and bear ourinfirmi- 
ties. Vouchfafe to us rich fupplies of thy grace^ 
that we may fuftsun our own infirmities ; may cn- 

1*oy communion with thee ; may maintain our 
leavenlv hope, and by a pattern of Chriftian pie- 
ty, chanty and fpirituality, may commend to thofc 
who ftand around us that Divine Religion, which 
is^our fupport, our comfort, and our joy. And 
if, in thy fovereign wifdom, thou fiiouldft fee fit 
to deny us the privilege of reafon, let the prayers 
which we now ofier be gracioufly remembered ; 
and grant us pious and pray erftil friends, who will 
fend up petitions to thee in our behalf. And 
whether we {hall then be capable of making a pe- 
tition to thee, or not, we now humbly aik. That 
thou wouldft not caft us out of thy prefence, nor 
take thy holy fpirit from us, but by thine own 
wondeiiul and fecret operation make us more and 
more meet for heaven ; and when our Qdh and 
our heart (hall fail us, be thou the ftrength of our 
heart, and our portion forever.'* 

My brethren, if we wifh to enjoy the comforts 
of religion at laft, we muft cultivate the temper, 
and keep up the exercife of religion now. It will 
be no eafy matter to take up the bufine& then, un- 
lefs we have been accuftomed to it before. 

You, my friends, who are in the midft of life, 
and you who are young, are not uninterefted in 
this fubjedt. Tou all think, that we, who* are 
aged, need the comforts of religion. God grant, 
that we may have them. Do you not fometimes 
think of us in your prayers ? We hope you do. 
But know, if you live to be aged, Tand you all 
defire many days) thefe comforts wiU then be as 
neceflary for you, as they are now for us. But 
how can you be furc of them then, wok& you pb« 
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tain an intereft in them now ? To have the com* 
forts of religion, you muft have religion itfelf. 
Embrace it, therefore, in your hearts i cultivate 
the holy tempers which it requires ; maintain the 
good works which it enjoins, and afcertain your 
title to the eternal bleffings which it propofes.— 
Thus lay up for yourfelves a good foundation a- 
gainft the time, which is to come, that you may 
lay hold on eternal life. 
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SERMON VI. 



Dry Bones Rf/i^nd% 



feZEKIEL XXX \iu 3. 

And he raid unto me, Son of mm, can tHeiie bones live } A&d t fnfwefedi 
O Lord God, thou kiKiVcft. 



X HE Jews, havitig been, for many years^ 
dptives )n Babylon, viewed a return to their own 
land as an event much to be defired, but utterly 
to be defpaired of. They were under the power 
of their enemies, who at that time would not^ 
nor was it thought they ever would, confent to 
releafe them from their bondage* The aged peo- 
ple, who felt an attachment to their native coun^ 
try, were dying oflF, and the youth were coming 
forward with a prediledion for the land of theif 
captivity. Judea was pofTeffed by firaneers and 
furrounded by enemies ; its temple, buildings and 
walls Were in ruins j and how Ihould they ever 
tepoflefs it ; or, if they ihould return, what enjoy* 
ment could they find there ? Their captivity was 
a punUhment for their fins ', and in this idolatrous 
country there was little profped of a reformation* 
They were lofing the religious fentiments and man^ 
ners, which fome had brought with them, and 
which a few fUU retained ; and they were finking 
deeper into dqnravity, thain when their calamitiei 
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began. What Iiope then could there be of thdr 
re-eftabliflunent in their ancient country and privi« 

To revive the defponding fpirits of the pious 
peO|de among them, God fends to them the proph« 
et Exekid with the relation of a remarloUe vu 
fion. 

The prophet ieemed to himfidf to be placed in 
the midft c2f a vaUey filled with human bones. He 
paffi^ by them* round about ; he viewed tjiem | 
he ob&rved, that they were numerous, but eacceed* 
ingiy dry^ as if they had lain in the open air for 
a bneth of time ; and that they were fcattered 
pro&mcuottfly over the ground, as if they never 
could be coUeded and reduced to order. God 
fiivs to him, ^< Son of man, can thefe bones five ?^* 
Tne profdiet anfwers, ^* O Lord God, thou know- 
tft.*' God then commands him, ^ Ptophefy on 
the(ebones,andiay,Thus£iiththeLord,I willcaufe 
breath to enter into you, and ye ihall live.'* So 
he prophtfied^ as he. was commanded ; and ^^ as 
he prophefied, there was a noiie and a ihaking ; 
and the bones came together, bone to his bone^ 
and finews and flefli came upon them, and ikin 
covered them. But there was no breath tb them.'* 
9od farther direds him^ ^ Prophefy unto the 
wind," cft breath, ^^ and (ay. Thus faith the Lord, 
Come^ breathe on thefe flain, that the^ may live* 
So he prophefied, and the breath came mto them^ 
and they lived and fiood on their feet, an exceed* 
ing ffreat army/' 

This vifion is applied to the defponding Jews to 
confole them in their captivity. The Lord (ays 
to the prophet, ** Thefe bones are the whole home 
of IfraeL They fay. Our bones are dried, our 
hope is k)ft, we are cut off for our prt. Say unto 
them,%Thus &ith the Lord, Behold, my pco* 
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pie, I will open your graves, and I !wiU put my 
ipirit in you, and ye wall Uve, and I ^onll place 
you in your own land, and ye Ihall know tnat I 
am the Lord." 

Thisvifion was defigned to reprefent to the 
ca|)tive8, not merely a redoradon to their former 
pnvileges, but alfo a happy revival of pure reli-^ 
gion* This is one important bleffing proini£bd^ 
^' I will put my fpirit m you, and ye fliall know 
that I am the Lord." 

This was an inftrudive and encouraging vi» 
fion to the capdve Jews ; and it may be utefm and 
monitory in its appticadon to us* We will en* 
deavour to improve it in fome reflexions relative 
to ourfelves. It teaches vs^ 

Firft; That among a people enjoying the revela* 
tion of Gody religion fometimes falls into fuch a 
few condition, th»t there appears but little 
profpeft of its revivaL 

In Ezekiel's time, the Jews were like dry bones^ 
in which there was no principle of ammadon. 
In fome former periods their fiate was little better. 
Such was their degeneracy, that the minifiers of 
religion were in perplexity, how to addreis them 
with e£feA. ^ To whom ihall I fpeak and give 
warning, that they may hear. Their ear is un^ 
drcumcifed and they cannot hearken. The word 
of the Lord is a reproach to them, and they have 
no delight in it." God himfdf fpeaks, as if his 
wifdom, goodnefs and patience had been exer- 
cifed toward them even to wearineis, yet ^thout 
fucceis. <^ Ye mexx of Judah, what could have 
been done more, that I have not done ? I looked 
for judgment, but behold oppreffion ; for right- 
eoulnels, but behold a cry." ^' O Ephxaim, what 
ihall ^ I do unto thee ? O Judah, what ihall I do 
unto thee ? For your goodneis is as the morning 
cloud } as the early dew it goeth away/V When 
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God a(ked Ezekiel, \)rhetliertlie dry bones in the 
▼alky could live; the prophet, not knovang what 
anfwer to ^ve, referred the queftion back to him 
who propofed it. The reyival of fuch bones muft 
be eminently a work of God; this was plain. 
But whether God would revive them, or wheth- 
er he could do it confiftently with the honour of 
liis charader, and the ends of his government, he 
only knew. In contempkting the ftate of this 
people the prophet's only hope was in the power 
and mercy of God. ** Lord God, thou knoweft." 

Sinners, under the dominion o( fin, are faid 
to be deadj as having in them no adive principle 
cf fpirituad life. Speaking of the Ephefians in 
their gentile ftate, the Apoftle (ays, ** they were 
dead in trefpafles and fins.'' He adds *^ Wcy Jews^ 
had our converfation amdng them in times paft, 
fulfiling the defires of the flelh and mind/' The 
recovery of both to a fpiritual life the Apoftle a- 
icribes, not to any principle naturally inherent in 
them, but to the quickening power of divine 
grace. ^^ God who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love, wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in fins, hath quickened us together 
with Chrift. By grace are ye Cived." 

This defcription is applied, not to unbelieving 
gentiles and Jews only, but sdfo to fome dc^^ener- 
ate churches. Some of the churches in Ana had 
a name to live, but were dead. Their members 
in general were deftitute of the power of godlinefs ; 
and in their beft members zeal languimed, and 
lovegrew cold. 

"What is fpoken of thofe ancient churches may 
be applied to others in latter times. When Keen* 
tious opinions and immoral praftices prevail j 
when family religion becomes unfdhionable ; when 
the iabbath and the infiituted worlhip of the fftno 
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tuary are treated with ncgled ; when the num^ 
ber of profeffors isfmall, and its proportion, in a 
time of increafing population, evidently decreaf« 
es ; when the youth are generally indifl^ent to 
fdigion, and few of them join them&hres to the 
church of God bv an open profeifion of their faith ; 
when the difdphne of the church is ladd afide, and 
profeffors live like the men of the world ; whea 
thev, who pretend to feel the power of reUgiony 
withdraw from their brethren^infteadof co^c^ierat-* 
ing with them in the common caufe ; when the ccr* 
emonies of religion, which were inftituted as means 
of union,aremade occafions of uncharitable contro- 
▼crfy and reparation } we may then fuppofe our* 
fdves in the roidft of Ezekid's valley of dry bones* 
And if it were aflced, whether thefe bones can 
live i we could only anfwer, ** Lord God, thou 
knoweft/* 

But in this vifion we are taught. 

Secondly} That, in the moft unpromifin^ibafons, 
there is room to hope, and rcafon to ftnve for a 
revival of religion. 

God is ahU to make dry bones live* 

When Chrift taujght his diiciples, what diflkul* 
ties might oppofe their paffage, and obftmd their 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven, they aiked 
with aftonifhment, ^* who then can be ikved \ 
He anfwered, ^ With God allthin^ arepofiible/' 
He can fo order events in his providence, as to a« 
waken the carelefs from their flumbers. tie can 
imprefs divine truth qxl the ftony heart, and bend 
the iron neck to obedience. He can quicken to 
holy fenfibility the foul dead in trefpailes and fins. 

The fame almighty grace, which .can change 
one foul, can ch^ge thoufands. The ^mit of 
the Lord is not ftraitened. He that b^ns a good 
work, can fpread it far around, and make its re» 
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were all made to live and ftand on dick feet, aa^ 
eSDceedhig great army. > 

Hodhm^ciAL Heliasnopleafiiremthedeatli^ 
of the wicked ; his pleafare v^ chat tfaey tulrm 
from their way and live. He has riven ins only: 
begotteta fim, that wfaofoever beheveth in faim 
ftculd not periih, but have eVcrfaftuig fife. Hs 
ftciveB with finners by his good fpirit^ and ro» 
pravw them by bis word, (that they may turn to 
wirdon''s way. Who eMfi&y, ne has nevM been 
a fubjed of this divine ibriving ? Wbo can%^ 
he iias never fek a oonvictton of hds &1S, a re* 
S101& for ius insquities, a Ssd& of futurity, and' 
a concern for bis (aivation i To what fltall men: 
impate thefe uninvited fen&tions, but to the ex«» . 
dtsidons of the fpirit of grace ? 

He has opened to guilty mortals a door of 
hope in the j^orious di£ooveries of the goUpd. He 
has fent forth he herays to prodaim to imners 
his gracious pardon, urge them to repem^nce, 
and pray them in his name to be recondled to h»m. 
He bearkoM and heans whether any {peak aright. 
life waits to be gradous* He exalts hinoefelf that 
he may &ew mercy. 

• Amldft fodi wonderfol overtures, the guSty 
have encoura^ment to repair to God, and fay^ 
^ Tom tfaoutts, aaid we&aUbe turned^ take 
zwxf iniquity asid recdve us gradoufly." 11m 
godly lia^ encottmgemeni to pray, ^^ Revive* 
thy work, O Lord, in the midft of the yeara^ 
ssid in wranh teasefenber mercy.''' 

<Sod isyiwmp?. He Aqews mejcy in his io»iii 
wsi^, and oa Ms own terms. He requires finnen 
to fi3»9k bis mercy for themiieives, and £dnts to 
feekitftrochers. £zekidwasfent toprophefyto 
1^ dry b<moi, tiefotfe tfa^ vinere ifiramod inibo bod^ 
Vou V. M * 
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its i and to prophefy to the wind, before btea^- 
came into them* 

God brings about the purpoies of his providence 
and grace by the intenrention of means^ and ufual- 
ly by the intervention of human means. We are 
not to expe^ miracles in the latter, more than in 
the former. In both we are to be workers togeth-> 
er with God. He has direded us to work out 
our lalvation, becaufe he works in us ; and to be 
fellow Jielpers to one another^ becaufe he works 
with us. When ne comes to bring ialvaticm, fae 
k)ok8 whether there be any to help. 

Why has he commanded minifiers to preach 
the word, to beinftant in feafon and out of feafon, 
to exhort and rebuke with all loUgfuffering and 
doctrine ? Why has he commandra parents to 
train up their children in knowledge and piety ? 
Why has he commanded Cbriftians to confider 
one another, and provoke unto love and good 
works ? Why has he commanded them to pray 
for the fuccels of hb word among the carelefs and 
ungodly I Surely it is his wSl that finners ihould 
repent and be happy ; and it is his good pleafure 
to hear the prayers and fucceed the labours of the 
faithful in fo benevolent and pious a work. 

We cattnot fay, how fbon good men will recdve 
an anfwer to their prayers, and fee the fruit of 
their labours^ But God has taught them not be 
weary in wcU doing*-to pray always and not faint. 
Then: prayers will not be loft— their labours will 
not be in vaxn.^ 

Some may think, no good has been done, be- 
caufe they have feen none. But, in this cajfe, we 
are not competent judges. There may be good 
done which we have not feen ; or good may arile 
which we fee not yet. Perhaps we have not done 
enough* The time for God to work vifibly may 
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not be come* We muft patiently continue in 
well doing. But though no harveft (hould be 
gathered, faithful labourers will receive their re- 
ward. Elijah^ difcouraged by unfuccefsfiilnels, 
redred to a cave. But God called him forth to 
his work. '< What doft thou here, Elijah ? I 
have referved to my&tf feven thoufand men, who 
have not bowed the knee to Baal/' Let us liev* 
er thinks we have done as much as we ought, 
when there is more that we can do. 

Wonderful works of divine grace have been 
fisen m times pq/i. Great finners have been reclaim- 
ed. Malignant enemies of truth have been con- 
quered. High looks have been brought low. 
Ptoud hearts have been captivated to the obedi- 
ence of Chrift. 

Times of general dedenfion have been followed 
with happy revivals. The church of Ifrael often 
fell into deep d^eneracy. But by the influence 
of pious rulers, aodng in conjundion with zealous 
prophets^ extenfive reformations were effe&ed. 
How deplorable was the religious fbite of the Jews 
in the time of the captivity. They were mingled 
among the heathens, had imUbed their fentiihents 
and l^ned their manners. Few retained the 
fpirit of true reli^on. The ftated worfhip of God, 
if not wholly difcontinued, was enjoyed but im* 
perfedly, and under great reftraints. They were 
Kke dry bones fcattered in a valley. But by the 
finrit of God co-operatine with the miniftry of a 
tew remaininfi^ prophets, tney were made to live. 
In the land of idolatry, they were awakened to 
a fenie of their iniquities, and the iniquities of their 
fathers,and by repentance obtamed a happy reftora* 
tion to their former privUeges. They returned to , 
their own land with weeping and fupplication, and 
firaght the Lord their God. Theyafttdthewayto 
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ZicHi^t^ their ^cesthitkerward. Th^yfiud^a* 
to amother 9 '^ Comet and let us join ourfmes to tlvf 
liord in a perpetual covenant not to be forgotten/ * 

This wa» 4t ydbrautticm beyond the probability 
ti the means, whiicll^ they enjoyed They ]|»d 
(link into idc4atry in thetr^tmrn land, wh^f th« 
wcnrOiip ^fithe trae Qod was n>auiitaiaed } anil 
vdbo would hav^ expected, tbat they A^^d \m 
ItidMmed firom dm dreac^l cotrn^tiont w^U« 
they dwelt in the mldft of idolaters ? 3Mt fo it wKr 
deprived of thdr ^ivitc^^e^, they bfgan to ap* 
]pr€iclate the«i ra^d to ioiprovf to bottor purpoii) 
fuch i»ea*$ aa they h^d* 

. During th^ captivity, th^re were fome pv^pfa^ 
eta among dietn. God fi^nt pro^ta with t;h«|i| 
to Babylon ; and fome he raifed up there to pr^cl) 
tothettt repentanci$,vBftruft tHcHi in the truth and 
gniird them againft the Qorryptiomi whicii imf^ 
founded them. The laboiira of th^ gopd fnen 
Ciod bkiifed to the eoi:^ii^^OB <4 inwy» and th^s 
preptfed the people for the f ffuntption of tW |ffiv* 
lieges, wJiich they hs^d oiigo d^fufed. 

God is purfuing a fimilaif method lH>w* Alamy 
of our citisena have goQo iati> the wild^neftg 
where there is n ianuM cif hearing the wQrdt 
Some of thevbprobalAy left the ftated ordinances 
of God without regretting th€^ lo& But Qod h^ 
9terci^y feut hb word s^r thaw* lie haa x^ 
nasvrkably awakened the benevolaat aeal of many 
Chriftt:uas to fend miHiontries into the wild^rn^t 
And much fucce& has attended their labourt. Mv^ 
titudea, realizing the value of a privily, wlucli 
once they little r^su^ded, are now ferioufly attcn* 
tive to the word, whenever they have qp|)Ovtuauk 
ty to hear it. Many havf b^en aw^kftiod to si 
fenfe of the impoviance of ydig^ ; have intro^ 
du^ed il into jtheir £unijiea» and 4ibB» 
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beev fiyrm^ aRd h ibme of tki^m nuoiftoi^ We 
bMQ ii^ttkd. It i« hojp^ t^t, und^r the qiltmr^ 
9( £utbii)l lahourersif the wUderndk will VeoQiOQ 
l(i(UEe wd iiu)re fi]j^ a ftwti^l fie^ 
. Tlwlead^wtoaiiother obfervatiw. 
Thix^Y } Whenever tWe i& ^ red^vai oC reUgjoa 

tb« w€)i4. liefore the hovm uv the v^y wer« 
l^itfsd m4 ^nnatedi JE^zeldel^ waA ui)fcd to pa6 
ra«ii4 a^tKX»t theiOy »pd obferve the (hoc]kiQg com 
ditipn w which (hty by* Thea he waa comnwid^ 
fd (a prqphdy vpon tbeo^ and to %^ '^ O y(( 
dry bones, h<wr th« WQord of the l^r4«^' I^ 
pvp^iecy Qn thf bonea wm^ embloinaiicaJl of his 
sujMftry tQithe captive Jewa, God iaid tQhiin$ 
^Tbefia bones aire the wMc ho\;(fe of liiraeli 
Ptaph^Ty, aiul iay muto th^oa, Thua iaith th^ 
Lofd» I wiU op^Q your graven and cauie yov tQ 
Gcune forthgi ^ y^ ihaU ^m>w that I 9n thel^ordt 
wd I win pwt my fpirk witbitt yQ\»^*' 
17iQ¥8^ the Jj8ws,geiie¥ajly,wfre,like bouea^haixj, 
mfti,ve» ionfi^k&i yet the pro^iet was to pre^^ch 
io tUeaiH :md call upo« them to he^r God's word^ 
^iiwerfi^ OH ^ccQUAtof theiir indolence, inatten*' 
tion, and want of an inward principle of holineCii 
u€ f epMented u 4«4. VA% v^of^ 4^n^ is a 
r^ibii> why the word ought; to be preached to 
them { for it is ameaq, which Ood has |iim>inte4 
to avakj^Q theoi. ^^ Awake^ tho^ th^t fleepeft, 
aad arii(» from the deads and Chrift ftudl giv«^ 
thee light/* 

« U it be itecefilaryi the word OsoQld b&iipoken, i^ 
is fiecefl^ fiiweii s fl|a^ld hear* ^ - Ye dry bone^. 
i^ the wprd of the tord/' Hcjriiig the wora 
does not €0iiftit«te«[)eii Cunts- i but it iaii nueaii 
^ their bcQQWWg ^<;)i. ^^ Qofi b^^ Uiem bx 
the word of truth*'* 
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Wc have acvcr known any remarkable refomu 
ation dSeded, but by means of the word. It is by 
this, thai; God inftrudte the ignorant, awakens the 
cardds, humbles the felfeonfident, undeodves 
hypocrites, converts finners, and fiives them who 
believe. . God. could by an immediate energy 
change ttien's hearts. But he choofes'to treat 
them as' intelligent beings* He calls them to 
come and reafon with him. He gives them his 
word, and requires them to hear it and attend to 
It. The operation of his fpirit is indeed neceflary 
to the radical renovation of their tempers. But 
an attendance on the wordis the ordinary mean of 
their obtaining this gradous operation. 
' Before Ezddel prophefied to the dry bones» 
there was no noife, or making among them. They 
hyicattered in the valley. When he [»'ophefied» 
they b^n to move and come together. The 
word onen produces an external reformation in 
finners, before the fpiritual life really begins. The 
bone; in the vifion came together } but there was 
no life in them. Then Ezekid prophefied to the 
^nd, and ptayed, that this might Jbreathe on 
them ; and they lived and ftood on their feet. 
This may denote the power of religion in the 
foul. 

As there may be a human form without animal 
fife, fo there may be. a religious form without 
ffnritual life. The renovation of the mind is a 
work of divine grace. ** We are (aved by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoft.*' But as in the crea* 
tion of the firft man, the body was formed, be- 
fore life was infufed, fo in the new creation, there 
is a reformation of the outward man, before a ho- 
ly prindple is wrought in the fouL The finner, 
tnder fenfible convidions and awakenings, re« 
nouncesthe grofi forms of vice^ and attends to 
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eacternal duties on the natural priAciplcis of bppe. 
and fear. Such a corredion of maimers yfuaUy, 
precedes that renovation of heart, which con,fii» 
m a dired and univer£d love of rig^teoufbeis. 

Renewing grace is to be fought by prayer.: 
« For this God will be enquired of/* 

Where a general revival of religion begins, a 
Ipirit of prayer will be apparent in many ^ in th& 
teachers and profeflbrs of reUrion, and in thofe 
who are the fubjefb of convifhons and awaken<» 
inp. When the prophet prayed, ^^ Come, O 
wmd, breathe on thefe flain, the breath came into 
them, and they lived.'' Previous to the conver- 
. fion of the Jews in the latter days, God will pour 
on them the fjHrit of srace and of fupplication* 
Whenever we fee fuai a fpirit poured out, we 
may exped happy confequences to enfue. It is a 
token that God is about to perform fome great 
and good work« The apoftle exhorts the Qmf* 
tians in Rome to ftrive together with him^ in their 
prayers, for the fucceis of his minifiry. If God 
gives a fpirit of prayer, he has fomething elfe to 
^ve^ He has not laid to us, ^^ Seek ye me in 
vain.** "The effeAual fervent prayers of the 
righteous avail much.** Where they agree togeth^ 
er concerning any thing, which they would afk» 
and which they ought to aik, it will be done for 
them by their heavenly father. 

There is one thing more here to be obferved. 

Fourthly ; When Ezekiel propheiied on the 
bones fcattered promifcuoufly in the valley, they 
eame together^ bone to his bone, and finews came 
upon them. This circumfbince in the vifion fug» 
gefts to us, that where a real revival of religion 
takes place among any people, there will be order, 
harmony and peace* Religion is not altogether a. 
private and perfonal thing ; it is, in its nature^ 
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dhd |$ot)(L {t fttufies th« hti^j^inftft <6i all iMttM* 
ib MA^h. Atid <«4iti«v» k «iEt«bd6 Its )m>{ier 
influence it btittgs tti«h togetiiet itato * «rdi te|;u. 
kted ioci^. It potit «v«ty tnMnber ^d t<Ml« of 
the body in its Mtnlral triiU:6, atid bind& i^ fxifU * 
dhc tb attDtiittt- by the joitit^ abd fittfcWs ^ t«ci* 
^^ocjd afi%d{0h» «knd MUtttttl kindnd^. 

d^ boMs, ^(rtiich is fdB(y^ed inth 4«ite dBfertftt 
^ds. The bbnei, in&e^ -df ^^dtnibg t(^htf» 
hiAk 'tti IXA place, t6 foim n i«gidar» dMnj^body, 
fly 6ff from dhe anotheilr, toth^ tiiey«MI Sumk 
iiQiddilK Ckei&body ; at ttiey ^MiM iti tO»d d)ol^ 
fibn lira difordet, one bone ruflui» into the plao^' 
ind «ne mentbttr iSiiurilng the office of ^MMtiteT) 
alhd aH without fittews tb hold thettt tbgethei'> and 
^thout jtMnes to ^dffortn rejgttlat- Movements. 
- Thtis thtsy Ibtm, hot a.|>n)^T body, but t xtfg^ ■ 
fita^Mn, d!Kot\)atit ma&. Snch a Chitking IB thb, 
b ^^nrf difibrent bom thatt which Hve p»^et lair 
in tlicvaMey. 

Inhere rell refijgion has dontfkAon b the fettl» 
ft. fubdues tuibulent paJfiMs ; it introduces luid 
ehfivetisld&dafie£Hona; it brings A the f^icnlti^l 
kfto fttljiaiM to God, ttod into hUteMiy "^^ 
otae another. T^ere it ^reads 'among 4 )^^- 
it infpires them with mutual }o^e^ Mns tl^mtd« 
getliet in the ikme mind, ibftfeni thiSt hlei^ras to 
Qhnpathy in afflifflon, Mrd prompts them \b to- 
<!oa!rage a»cf ad one anothet $A tiiek l^^ititti^ fat-' 
t«»dls. In 1 «»otd, it formi Tuth ^ body, las thft 
apoftlietlefciibes ; ti body united to^ and ^pend« 
ita]g; on its {)roper head, from whidi all tiit paita» 
by j(nnts and bands, having nonr^hmcM minift* 
A>ed, increaleth with the increate of 6od. Svch a 
body wiH grow «nto a {>er^ to^^ afttd wffi tC(k 
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to the meafure of the flature of the fulnefs of Chrift^ 
Charity is the bond of perfeftpefs. It is this which 
completes the Ghriftiah charafter. It is this which 
conuiminates the beauty, and confolidates the 
ftrcngth of a Chriftian fociety. This is the mark 
which difcriminates true religion from falfe zeal. 

The^ edifying of the church in love is the end of 
all divine ordinances. We are to come together 
In the church, to worihip tog6thet in thfe fandu- 
ary, to fit together at Chriil's table, to eat of his 
bread and drink of his cup, that we may be unit* 
ed togethier in one body, and may grow into an 
holy temple in him. 

How ioyful would it be to t)ehold a tevival like 
that, which the prophet beheld in vifion — ^to fee 
dead finners arifing from the duft, animated with 
^Mrituai life, calling off their filthy garments and 
putting on the robes of righteoufnefs, engaging 
with united zeal in works of piety and charity, 
encouraging each other in a devout attendance on 
an divine inftitutions, and keeping the unity of 
the fpirit in the bond of peace* 

Such a revival willbefeen in the latter day* 
Let us pray^ that fomething of the fame kind may 
be ieen now. 

Awake, ye tliat fleep, arife £rom the dead ; 
Chrift will give you light. Awake, awake, put 
on ftrength, O Zion ; put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments, OJerufalem* Arife, fhake thyfelf from 
the duft. Let not the unclean pafs through thee. 
.Qeanfe thyfelf from all thy filtlunefs, and perfect - 
holinefs in the fear of the Lord. Then fhall thy 
children break forth into joy, and fi[n^ together. 
Then fhall the wafte places become fhutfulfields, 
and their dew fhall be as the dew of herbs. Then 
the Lord fhall make bare his holy arm in the eyes 
of all the nations, and the ends of the earth fhall 
fee his falvation* 
Vol. V. N 
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JOB xii. V. 

Aifc Ibebcafli Bow,«iia tliey fliall teack Um^ «nd the ifowls bf t^ ftit, ml 

lAey shall ten diee r—^ 

One of the fatliaps of \ht Roftiftto tSitWlly 
tiking in tht tnoft abfolate fenfe Chtift's tOttiMMlA 
*o his cfifciples, « Go, preach Ac gofp^fl lo ^'t;^^ 
^eaivr^/^ went and pfcachcd *o bhxis mA ht&Jh. 
This certainly was no partof Chrift's eoWiftSffiofc 
to liis apoftl^. But though tncn titt «KOlt doftN 
manded to preach to beaib atrd bifds ; ^M OOA 
4n his providence has appointed theje lo pffeWii to 
inen. Job, to confute certain erroneous «(tiAtoioril» 
advanced by his friends, refers them fbfr raftr^o- 
tion to the beafts of the fiekl, knd thfc Ib^OiiB of 
lieavcn. ** A& them, and they will teadi y<Wi*^' 
The fcripture inftru^B us, not x>^ by pl^ 
idofhines and precepts, but alfe by pertinent ilK3u» 
Ses and aHufions* Among oth^r itoethodis of ^- 
ftmdion, it refers u»to cert^ difpofitidm ob- 
servable in the animals alround us. For thou^ 
thefe creatures are not capstble of moiral eMiduft> 
yet there are in them certain Inftln^vi^ a^iott^, 
ivhich are embtems of hiiman virtues^ ffenoe tKfc 
iTcripture often fends us to thetti for inftru6dod 
tind reproof. To tfacm oor textc^ out Mte^ 
lion. 
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Siiailefi^, 19 thei contemplation of tbefe inferior 
cceat^x^. wc Ihould feem to, defcend below the 
4^^ty of 2^ iceligiou& fubjeft^ we will confine our* 
i^ves to tj^e examples prefented to us by the fcrip^* 
tjir^. itfelf,, which always treats the moft familiar 
fubje^ with fuch a dignity, as gives them import* 
T/fpc and commwds refped. 

h The beaib reprove our unmindfulne/s^ of; and^ 
ig^afitiufe to our. Divine Benefa6lor. 
^*Hear, O heayen^/* fays, the pro]^hefe, " and^ 
giye cary O csn;th^ for the. Lord hath Ipok^en ;^ I 
^ve nouriib^d aod^bifOught up children, but they 
hiiyQ rebeUi^d a^nft me. Thq ox knoweth his 
owner, and. tjji^ /ffi hh maft^rr's crib ; but Ifrael 
4pth. not Iqiow ; my people doth not confider/* 

Tl^e prophet liere fejeds for an example thofe. 
CF^uce^. which are generally efteemed dull a^d 
iQitra^blc- Yet even, the/fly he. fays, rebuke the 
imth^nkfiiln^i^^ of men. y for they look to the 
hand from which they have been fed, and repair 
tp the crib from which they have been fupphed. 
They wait for their mafter -s.bounty, and receive 
it with tokena of gratitu4e. But m^n, thankleik 
nian,^ forgets tjhe b^ofpeniyr benefaQoVy lyho daily 
]Qad& him witli benefits, and gives him all thin^ 
T^ly to enjoy. Man lives on God's goodneS,^ 
y^ Qpdi is ieldom in his thougbts. He feeks his 
tvi]^^.s withoi^t a fenfe of dependence, and eata 
Usoieals without an acknowled^ept of obli^- 
tion,. ^e riiSbs to his labour without implonng; 
t^^ divine blefiS^e^ and liea down to Heep with- 
out alkiog the diving prote<^ion. He has been^ 
from, his youth, fuilaiped by God's care, and yet 
contuiues in rebellion againft him* 

Look to your domeltic animals : a^-e they st^ 
unnpii^dful of you, as you are of your God ? Da 
t^2 ^^^ you with the neglc^, with, whi(:h.you 
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treat your heavenly parent ? The want of Ian. 
guage to exprefs a fenfe of dependence they fup- 
ply by fignincant adiions. You have language : 
employ your tongue in prayers and praifes to 
God. You have reafon : let his mercies perfuade 
you to glorify him in all your anions. While 
you live in difobedience and unthankfulnefs to 
God, without a fenfe of his goodnefs, and with- 
out a regard to his will, the beafts, which ferve 
youy reprove and condemn you. 

n. How many are there, who, while they en- 
joy a fulnefi of worldly good, are cUf contented vnxh 
their worldly condition, and always murmur^ 
ing againft the ways of providence, as if thefe were 
partial and unequal ? Do you fee this difpofition ' 
in the brutes ? ^^ Doth the wild afs bray, when he 
hath meat ? Or loweth the ox over his fodder ?'* 

The brutes have their natural wants ; and When 
ihefe are fupplied, they are contented. But man 
is ever craving, and can never have enough. His 
avarice has no limits ; his ambition knows no 
bounds. The wants of nature are few and fmall. 
The wants of imagination are endlefs and in- 
fatiable. The world is full of complaints. Every 
one feems more or lefs diflatisfied with his own 
condition, and defirous to exchange it for that of 
fome other man. The general enquiry is, " Who 
will (hew us any good ?*' But what do you want ? 
Have you not much good now ? You enjoy health, 
liberty and competence. You have food to eat^ 
raiment to put on, houfes to dwell in, and friends, 
to converfe with.^ You have fecurity in your per- 
fons and properties, ability to labour in your call- 
ings, and capacity to enjoy the fruits of your la- 
bour ; you ufe them as your own, difpofe of them 
as you pleafe, confume what you need, and lay 
by tlie reft for future occafions. And why arc 
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you not contented ?— One murmurs at the une^ 
qual diftributions of providence ; another com- 
plains of the injufUce of his fellow men ; this 
t62Xi is diflatisfied with one thing, and that man 
with another, and almoft every man with fome- 
Uiing. But all this murmuring proceeds from 
unreafonable paffions, from pride, avarice, ambi« 
tion and lufi. Pride demands more homage, than 
men are willing to beflow. Avarice feeks more 
property than the world has to give. Ambition 
aipires to more power than can be lodged in mor- 
tal hands. Luxury afflids itfelf by feeking more 
jdeafure than an animal can enjoy. It is the dif- 
appointment of thefe rellleis pai&ons, which is 
the ground of all our complaints. The beaft is 
free from thefe paifions, and contented when 
his real wants are fuj^lied : man, who is endued 
with reafon, Ihould fubdue thefe paffions ; then 
he will be contented in his place. This is 
the inffarudion of religion, *♦ Let your converia* 
tion be without cbvetoufiiefs, and be content 
with fuch things as ye have ; for ye brought 
nothing into the world, and ye can carry notbmg 
out of it." 

m. The fowls of the air reprove our inattention 
to the warnings of proiddenfie. 

** The ftork in tne heavens," fays the prophet, 
*f knoweth her appointed time, and the turtle, the 
crane, and the fwallow obferve the time of their 
coming ; but my people know not the judgment 
of the Lord : How do ye fay. We are wife, and 
the law of the Lord is with us ? Surely in vain 
made he it ; the pen of the fcribes is in vain." 

The fbwk exadly mark and punctually obey 
the admonitions of the feafons. Ifo aftronomer 
is more accurate, than they, in obferving ; no 
ieaman is more careful^ than they, in following 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Qpftid^ c^ fippM-os^cking ftprn^. and, feek; i^Qure, 
iglr^at^ As winter a4v49ce89, uwy % to wjijm^K 
r/|g3#i»:a aftd agJWft th^ rctwn w|ii thftrrtiwiM 
Wfi %sru^ Bi^ Ikmut ii»9ttentWe ar^ lyea to^ ^ 
t|gB^^ wlMch vara (^j^n of threat^ing dang^r^^ 
9a4 ^hi(^ cajJ, theim-ta MWPe4iate i^epc^Jts^nce, ^ 

VS 1^ bM^provi^cncfi. T^fr U«©»ge. of h%provi|^ 

aboiHi4 wa yc taijgh*,^ t]^ ju^gwoats aje pi^ 
paniig. When j^i»dgaii?nts.^e ^t^roa^p we ace psr^ 
iMPnect tQ te«a rigl*tcoi4<hefc. Tbc calawUi^ 
%jrhich hH on others^ we su^e compianded to r^w, 
gspj^d ^ W9rniiig3 to^ ourfelves. But Ilqw inattcom 
tfve 2fe qaea i;i^ gj^neral to th^efe admonitions,! Ai 
{^ddit^ri ^esith wia perhaps have a tempo^raary e^i^ 
qQ fpifiq : but; j^o^ fe>y aife .^wakened to prepacQ; 
for a di^th a^ ^4d^n ? Xbe prev^eijice of mcnrt^t 
fif^kjieft cr^^tes a9 ala^Wt ^tl^th^ drqle of iltsra'^ 
V^^». apd exf^tes 2^ foUckudi^. ta prevent, or eu, 
<4p^ its ati]t^k$ :. bu$ rstrely does it produce a, gfiJh, 
e'ral and durable reformation ? Wenearof fi^h.2^, 
cjdafpky a^ a, djftaace^ }, we roab^ Lt a fuli^qt of 
enquiry and converfjoipn ^ we i^culate on the* 
natural ca^ijb^ the probable preventives,^ and 
nioft approv^ remedi^ i aad thus^ let it pa^s-^ 
awa^ as aB uQijiterefting piec^ qC iptcUigeqi;^ 
Wlvite others ar? deftroyed from^ morning to evqn- 
i|^ they perilh withouX ^y regarding it. A, 
qK)rtalMiy ne^ to us ^&&s us n^ore fenfiUy, thsm 
a mort^ity zf, a diftance ; but whether idiftant or 
near, its moral inftruAionp andt admonitions ^e 
the ^n»e. In ty>th cafes, it ^ijke teaches us th(; 
uncertainty of our health and life— of our qhiU 
<k6a an^ Fifinds j afiid tihe impcurtajpce of an imme*. 
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tbte prqpumtion far thi ievwt% ^diich ^sMa «S» 
4ft tbfo cliM^n^^'df ing Wottil. Asd yet how few 

mtt to this 'Ccife a^ feriooi pntapofe ? Db rtcK 
ti^b) who obferve the temperatwe df the ^ 
4fid%bea^ft df the &i^) difcover n wi£dom, 
^Mdi c^ndeflifM our Ml]^ f t%ey Yenrd the fe!2u 
fffift iip|ioi»ted tbcMti far d^angkig tbdr dimfes^ 
"Qins iiflg^ft the ftafoki afflgn»l to m to brepairefbt: 
%tj^i«fitter tliafl{^>y t chsmge «if wwlds. ^^faeii 
^e Ce« thdr attention to the tdsxxis ^ ven thett In 
^« 1COW& of baturei^ let us p6ty equal aktentioiv t6 
the admoiiitiiClis givcaa \is in tte coui^fe of (>tott- 

IV. Die ^eri^nHre lends us to tbefo^ to leal<h 
Jtedt^miy ^mm a)\d fe^^A ^ T%<ey \viio Xvaft <Mi 
Tbe ibdrd <hJiU i^new thett ^eti^h j they ftal 
IMittlit ttp wkh win^s, ^ eagles ;• they Ihall IrM 

' "^Thees^e i6«dd!ci^d,in the book ^df Job, t& a 
Ib^I «i( H%oroH^ .^i3^g> efevHited fli^ and {yese- 
liratiAgteye. '^^ Shi^ Ynounts ak)ft) makes faer neft 
«!h liigh^ and her eyes behcid afer ttft'*' She fcyt A 
«li« fiilAiitier renins <ot the air^ foal:^ above tift 
idkftKts^ "^d fives in ttie beams of the fun. If IMl 
«Mc6»ds tb tbe earth, it is to coUea: her food^ 
fiiem ^ l^^tu^ns to dwell in her fitvourite ikt^Si , 
Sh^ % ^n ^inblem <^ €hrlftian fakh and \sxfi^ 
heavenly mindednefe ind %e^l. She ddiAtS in \ 
krity ftfctnt. ShJJl tlhriftianfe deave to the duft ? 
We <a(fie, itHt^ed^ fik^ the eagle, to feek on eiarflk 
fbbd foi* thef«(ppO¥t 6f our bodies t bat our «Mil 
IWill rifeon thfe wifigs of hope andfiuth to dwftft 
in a high*r r^^on and A purer fcy. 

The goTpd opeiis to our view a rioribus wOtM^ 
*rhe*t Gbd ittatiifefts his wondertul perfeftiWlSj 
iP^here thfe rfedeeitier difpkys hfe lovely chataft?*, 
ihd ^er^ fai&ts ri^oice la adtimtien and prs^ 
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That 18 a diftant world ; but our eyes, like tkB 
eagle's, fhould fee afetr off. We {hoidd look bev 
yond this cloudy atmofphere, into the regions of^ 
^eternal day^— regions which need not our fun, bet- 
ing always enlightened with the glory of God* 
"If ye be rifen with Chrift,*' fiiys the apoftfe» 
^* fcek the thines, which are above, where Chri^ 
fitteth on the right hand of God ) fet your affi»> 
tion on things above, and not on things on the 
earth ; for ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Chrift in God ; and when he fliall appear, thea 
fliall ye alfo appear with Mm in glory>'* 

If the eagle, forgetting her wings, ihould r^ 
on the ground, and feed on the dunghill, ihe 
would be a propet emblem of fuch inconfifieift 
Chriitians, as place all their afiedions, and employ 
an their cares on this world, while they profeft 
to live by the faith and hope of a better* 

V. The fowls rebuke <)ur unteafonable careful* 
ne/s nxid anxiety about the things of the prefentfife^ 

** Take no thought for your life," fays our Lord^ 
•* what ye fliall ieat, or what ye fliall drink, nor 
for your body, what ye fliali put on. Is not the 
life more than meat, and the body more than rai- 
inent ? Behold the fowls of the air ; for they fow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into bams | 
yet your heavenly father feedetSi them. Are not 
ye much better than they ?'* 

God's providence over his creatures is exercifed 
in a manner adapted to their different natures^ 
Sknne infers and animals are endued with an in- 
ftind, which direds them, in fummer, to provide 
ftores for their furoly in winter. But the fowk^ 
which are formed for paflage, have no occafion iFor 
winter flores \ for whenfupplies fail in oneplace^ 
they can with fpeed and facility pafi to another. 
lE*hey have neither ftore-houfes, nor barns^ but 
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eomink tK^mfttast to providence In tlMi wajr, in 
wUcfa iiaCmre guides th^. In this wajKk>a j[i»« 
plied their wtnu. ««He gives to the Uaft. his 
tood^ and to the yoiiiig fa^ens wiiich €9)r. "VMk 
fltt wait ^n Jikn, and receive their ineat in fi^afon.'^ 
Men are endued with inteled, forethought add n 
eufiadtv for labour ( and for them God pro^des 
bf fmifiagon their prudence and induftry. ^ Thef 
ai« to woiit with their h«nds the tiling which in 
good) that they may haw bck of nouiing^ and 
inay haw fott^ethin^ to give to foch as need**^ 
^ Ht who gathcMtb in fumoaer is a wife fon^ bM 
he who ieepeth in hanrcft is a fon who esiufetii 
Aiune*'^ WMle we purfiie the duties ofMu* ealttng 
wkh difigentt) and uie theliruits of our laboitf 
with t<iii|ienu[ice» we aretd ttuSt ^ c«re cf^iro* 
tidence without an:dety. IOm k our. Lord'e 
meaning, when he ikys^ ^^ Take no thought for 
dienerrow^" That trhoughlMneft for the diittgi 
oC Ijhe wotld^ which foattendedwitk Immoderasit 
defire^ perpleiang fear, ^ftfuft of God and neg« 
led^ duty, is cmdeoined by rdiglon, t>y vcafon^ 
aiidtoi«n by nature itfdf. ^^TaAEenofttdithou|fac 
for Chefe things ; for thefeaM the thini;s, aMer 
w^idithegenSesftdk) butfedtye flrfttheidng^ 
dranof God, and thefe things ftafl be added to 
you, as far as you need ) and your heavenly fatha 
Ibedi, how far you need them/' What good witt 
yout anxiety do you f Gati y^ou by this add a ai« 
hit to your ftature, or a nsomMt to your life i 
God has hitherto fvcferved your life : can yoo 
not tttift him to prtferve it (m^ and^oaffind you 
its conveniences. ? Look up to 4he hesfvitns } vud 
fee how he fuftslins the fowls. They Kve on hn 
bOttiity without anj^ieity« What he gives, they 
6^oy with cheei^ttlnefe. What be fatiMS they 
«lhe^ and are fitted witl^ good. '• Qin-^yM MC 
VaL. V. O 
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truft the pi^ovidencey whidi fapports them f Puf* 
{mj like iheiDy the couife^ which be has marked 
for you } and dcmbtkfs yott wiU recdve fuch 
things as you iieed. ^^ Conmiit yourfelTes to him, 
for he is a feithful creator. Caft all your carca 
upon htm^ for he careth for you/' 
. VLThefe thoughts naturally introdooe another 
kflbn* Solomon fends the fluggard to the nn//^ 
that ftom them he may learn diligence^ prudent 
and fwnibnufjbu ^^ Go to the ant^ thou fluggaurd^ 
eonfider her ways, and be wile, which^ mving 
no guide, OTeifeer, or ruler, providcth her meat 
in fummei, a^d gathereth her food in htfv€&" 

The man, who negiefks the proper feafon of bu- 
finefi ; who gives to fleep and amufement the time 
which he owesto his own aodhis family's fupport ^ 
who fubftitutes fruitleis wiihes for active labours } 
who ratfes imaginary difficulties that he may ex- 
cuie lumfelf from neceiEftry duties, we caU a flug« 
gard \ and Solomon calbmm fo toe. But many, 
who are the reverfe of tins charader in commoia 
li£B, deferve it in the moral fenfe. Whdiy occu- 
pied in the afiairs of the world, they pay no at-: 
lention to. the culture of their minds^ the correc-^ 
tknf of their tempers, the reformation (tf their 
fives, and th^r preparation for the world to comer 
k is the dUigent hand which makes rick, in fpir- 
jtiul, as well as in temporal treafures. How much 
foever one may labour for treafures on earth, if 
he hry. up none in heaven^ he is ftili idle^ andftilt 
poon 

Sctomon cbuniels the fli^purd to eonfider t^e 
tMjRf , and leafa the vfifd^m ofthe ant. She looks 
well to the future i ^^ prpvidkig her meat in fyme* 
mer :^ ihe improves the fevoraUe ^pfonunity^ 
^^ gathering her food in harvfft -/' ihe attends t<x 
her work with difigeaoe^ whfle the kaSba bSb^ 
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Thus flieKves tlirougli winter, in which a thou- 
land more gay and mufical infeds pjerilh with 
hwiger and cold. * * 

AD this (he does, though Ihe has no ruide to 
preCcribe her wdrlc ; no werfeer to urge her dili* 
genocy and no nder or jud%e to puniu her neg^ 
led. How does this finall ami contemptible crea* 
tore reprove the folly and negligence otmen ? 

Abay ^ve theimelves to indolence, pleaftire 
and diverhon, while their worldly neceffities u^e 
them to induftry. Many devote themfelves to 
the cares of the wcRrld,. when there is one thing 
neecUul, which demands their attrition* Many 
beAow an their thoughts and labours upon the in- 
terefts of this mortal ftate, when they ought to 
bdic forward to the etemsd worid, and provide 
for a happy exiftence there. How is the day of 
falrtfion negleded ? How is the fine feafon of 
youth wafted ? How are (abbaths profaned \ 
How we the warnings of providence defpifed ? 
How are the ftrivinn oi the fpirit refifted > 

Thus thoufands live in floth and negligence, 
though they have a guide, overfeer and mien 
There is a confdence within them, which re- 
proves their negledr ; there is a law riven them 
to <&reft their condud): ; there is an allfeein^ God, 
who in^)efts their aAions, and who will bnitt; ev« 
efv work into judgment with eviery fecret thing, 
wnether it be good or evil, and will render to ev- 
ery man according to Ms doings. 

(jO, then, to the ant, thou fluggard ; confider 
her ways, and be wife* 

I fliall add only one example more. That in alt 
ow Chriftiaii conduA we may learn to unite inno-' 
cence with prudence, and fimplidty with caution,' 
Chrtft refers us to the ftrfent and the dwe. ^ Be- 
hoM^'' lays he to his ^ciples, '' I fend you forth, 
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^ liintoMSOlig vrclLves : be yc therefore wilriB 
fo^i$nU^ wA Iwniieft as d»ws** 

Our Ldrdy when he \(as on earth, woidd aot 
commit himfelf to men ^ for be knew what was 
In pien. The (iime caution he injoingon hif ^£- 
ciplek ^' If they perfixute ^<m in this dty, flac 
to anotJier/* Inis probably it Us intention, whea 
he fiiyf^ '^ Be ye wile asierpents**^^ For tlM wii^ 
dofft of the ferpeiit lies prinic^xally in his art tiK>b- 
Uin his fiiftenance^ and in his gaution to i^voM 
his enemies. B¥« then our Lord inftm& thaoi, 
thsit with their wifdom they muft join iimgieiue^ 
of which \he dop^ is a pattern. $be is ever harmr 
1^ and inoffenfive : (he never molefts oU^er ciM^ 
|ur^ : Ihe makes no war on birdftof adiffer^pt 
ipcdssi with thofe of her own fpejdes ihe a(« 
^i^es in amity and pewe ; and in her fpffcJM 
friendlhips ftm is d^ftinguiflxed by her fidelit^r ^Ml4 
love* 

In tim^^of dangert| we are to confuk 9W £^r^ 
ty. When evil threatens u% we are to iom&m 
xt« and hideovM^elvesv But whatever niunft de« 
figns we may fuiped, we muft ufe no finnd arti-» 
ficr to de^at . tbenu Whatever injuries we ra- 
^ve^ we muft indulge no thoughts of rev€s^e« 
TMs is Saint Peter's adtice to Cwftiani in a tixiiv 
of perfecution } ^' I^ none of yon fuffer as a» 
evil doer^ or as a^bufylx^dy in other men's jnnl*^ 
ters it yet i^Fany inan fiifler as a Chriftian» lothim^ 
not beafhamed. For it is b^tter^ if the wiill of 
God be (o, that ye fufiinr for weU doing than 4br 
evil doing. And let them, who fuff^r a€cordifi|; 
to the wm of Godt commit thwnfelves to him in 
wdi doing. For who is he that will hann you^if 
ye be followers jo£ that wkich is good V* But if 
any be fo ma%i^nt) as to Jiarm you foir yonr 

-oodne&^ femefiber^ ^ tbitf whm ye 4tofier Sw 

ighteouinets' lake, hapt>y are ye.^' 
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We voai^ fiurtber Durfue thcfe ittuftottiaiit ^Uf 
.dertbe guidance of icripture^ but perhaps they 
h»9€ ^eady become tedious. 
. Tlifre b one v^tU&xm^ wluch h^e uaturaUj 
juiiei i ^W the beafis may be of oigr^ls as w^ 
as Ibciilar benefit to us. We employ them in ouc 
iervicet ufe them fw pur food, and fropi them 
jCoUe^ m ate r i a ls for «)ur cWthine. 9ut this is no^ 
aU the life which we are to m»e o£ them ( we 
ipre tp learn fitf^(999 Irom thesis And perhaj^ one 
feaibni w)iy mchI has pUc;ed us in a condition» 
which rogmres vs to be ^onveriant with them, is 
tha^ wc m»y thus gather moral inftrufUoos from 
thf a<^Qns wlucb we iee in them« 
* It is»' however^ a humbliog diousfht^ that we 
ibould need inftru^on, and mould lo often meet 
ttef^pooi irom the animalsi which we defpife. Sure^ 
ly we are much fallen from the dignity of rational 
beings ; we are much depraved in the difpoiition 
of our hearts y we are much corrupted in our fen* 
timents and actions ; elfe God would not fend us 
to learn wifdom and virtue from thefe inferior 
creatures. God has given us underftanding, and 
made us wifer than tne beafbs of the field, or the 
fowls of heaven. * But our underilanding is dark- 
ened through the ignorance that is in us, becaufe 
of the blindneis of our hearts. Our reafon is en« 
ilaved to paflion and luft. Our judgment is per« 
verted by earthly afiedions. Hence the brutal 
creatures are fo often propofed to us as emblems 
of theVifdom and virtue, which we have loft 
uid which we ought by all means to repin. 
Their example, however, is but a fubordinatc; 
auxiliary to means more excellent and wonderfuL 
Let us rejoice in the rich and glorious provifion, 
which God has made for our recovery from this 
dilhonorable and dangerous apoftacy. He has 
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given us a rcvdation from heaven. This teaches 
nsy that iH have fumed,, and fiadlen under con- 
demnation to death and mifery-»Tthat a fiiviour 
l^as icomfe to redeem us by his blood— that the di- 
vine ipirit is flied down to renew us by his influ^ 
ence, and that God gives his holy fpint to them^ 
%hoafflthim« Convmced of our guilt and de- 
pravity, let us repair to the God of grace, fuppli« 
cate his pardon in the name of his fon, and im^orc 
the kind influence of that good fj^rit, which is 
able to renew our hearts, fubdue our hifts, bright* 
en our underftanding and purify our fouls. And 
under this heavenly influence let us al{»re to im- 
provement in knowledge and virtue, and to the 
purity and perfediot\ctf our nature, that we may 
be qualified to aflbciate with angek, and with them 
to dwdll in the immediate prefence of the area, 
tor. 
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Jeab laying bold en the Horm tf tbi AUar. 



h KINGS u. ^ 
*^^ And hbtud, Nif, tet I wUlili* km 

1 Ht^ U the refdution of Joab» wbo bid 
fled to the altar» as hislaft refuge, when he knew, 
that king Solomon, had determindi to take away 
hislife. 

This Joab was a man of great <£ftin£Hon in the 
rdgn of David. The Idng made him the chief 
conmiander of his army^ and principal counfellor 
in war ; and the duties of hb nigh ftation he ex* 
«cutedwith wifiiom, fidelity and courage*. By 
his long continuamce and enunent fervices in hU 
offipe^ he had acquired fuch unbounded Influ*. 
ence among the foldiery^ that he aflumed, in 
tome caies^ an imperious controul over the- king 
himfdf. 

: On certain occafions he exprdSfed fome feffe of 
fdigioD. David^s order for numbering the peo- 
ple ^ was abominable to Joab/' andheremonftrat« 
ed againft it as what would be ^' a cauie of treC^ 
pais to IfribeL''' Before his funous battle wit|i the, 
combined forces of Syria and Ammon, he ad^refl^ 
«1 the officer!} of his army in a fpcech, whioti (a^ 
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voured highly of patriotifm and piety ; ^< Be of 
good courage^ ^dlet us play the men for our 
people and tne cities of our God« Add the Lord 
do that, which feemeth him good/' 

But though he occafionally ezprefled fome pi« 
ous fentiments, vet in his habitual temper he was 
haughty^ deceitml and ferocious. Inaninfidious 
and treacherous majanary and from mere joalouly 
and envy he sdSailinated two men, Ama(a and Al>* 
ner, who were more righteous than himielf. Af- 
ter the fuppreilion of Abfi^m's rebellion^ jfoab 
threatened the king with another and more danger- 
ous infurredion, if ht continued to indulge his 
immoderate grief for the death of an unnatural fon/ 
When, in the decline of David's life, Adonijah 
ilfurped the throne, Joab Joined the party of the 
idu#p^9 though he muft have known, that the 
Idiig iittended to nake Sdbtnon his fttt€e0)r«: 
TUs -cMfiplkatioa of crimes induced Danrid to 
leave it in charge to Solomon, that he ihouldiiot 
iliC^r f <»d> to go down «o the gaw in|^^ 

Solomon, otter Us ^Mher's demife, being* fim^ 
ly fttttod on his throni^ caufed Adonnah to be 
puttodcMh) B&dhedepofedandfaaniikedAbia- 
dmr the ptfaft, who had t>e^ deeply ^onceriMl 
in thelaKte vffofpadfXA. Joaib^ bearing what mea- 
fot«s the Idng wseft ttOdiigi and btfng con^oas'^ 
Ms own isriimes^ and perhaps knowing Davkfb 
dmrge «6 Solomon, eiq^ed, that hb ^w^m £ite 
muft foon follow. He therefore fled to the tib^ 
ctaade und caught hdd on the hoitis of the sikar^ 
Stiloinon, lidng iiifbrlMd of Joab^s flight to the 
attar, fent anoffioer to fall upon him. Hht t>t^ 
cer t!ame tb /him andiald^ '^ l%us fiikh the king, 
Gomefoi-^,^' that tiie ^» ^ not Ibain^d wmi 
thy bkiod. Joiib Implied, ^' Nay. tmt I wi& dh^ 
h»dr On a fecond ^rderfeoititliekiiigi fatiwi» 
executed in that place. 
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In the land of Hrael dties of refuge were ap« 
pointed for the fecurity of the man, who had flam 
his neighbour unawares ; and the tabernade, at 
the door of which ftood the altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, was in fome cafes allowed to be d place of 
remge for the manflayer. But neither the cities 
nor the tabernacle were to yield protedion to a 
wilful murderer. When it appeared, on exami* 
•nation, that the man came prefumptuoufly on his 
neighbour to flay him with guile, the divine order 
was exprefs, ^^ Thou flialt tauke idm from mine al- 
tar, that he may die." 

• loab mufl; have been too well acquainted with 
the law of God, to fuppofe, that a wiUul murder* 
er and a rebel againfl the government, fuch as he 
was, could be uved from death by fleeing to the 
altar. 

The prefervation of life was not his objed in 
this adion J for he expeSed ftill to die. He £ud^ 
^ I wiU die here.'' It is probable he viewed this 
flight to the altar as an aft of religion, which be- 
came a dyingfinner, and would procure him pardon 
and acceptance with an. offended God. His crimes 
were fuch as no iacrifice of beafts could expiate, 
for the law had provided no atonement for pre- 
fiimptuous fins. ^ If he muft die, he would die on 
the altar, and make himfelf the facrifice, and his 
blood the atonement. If this lafl %Gt was accom- 
panied with repentance of his fins and faith in the 
mercy of God, he certainly was forgiven. Wheth-* 
er this was the ftate of mind in which he died, 
the fiqry is filent, and we cannot Judge. 

There is, however, one very lerious and im- 
portant truth here fuggefted ; ^' that men, whp 
have lived all thdr days without a regard to re- 
ligion, mav wifli for the benefit and protedion of 
it, when tney die.'* 
Vol. V. P 
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Ih Che VOi&rf of loab's life, tkeie ii notHtt^ 
yflAA indScates a governing feafe nf mond tibb^ 
i;s^tion and a future retribatioa. We (fid Hme 
guSty of €he moft iagramt ciiinet y but mtc oe»er 
^earirora Mtn any expreffiont ii mmwfe; ve 
liever fee him at the taben^^de faskkig the mercy 
t>f God^ pmyer, nor ait the akar {ne&atibg ar 
facrifice for any of his fioav Hb 1^ £ks» to haipe 
%eeii fpent in the eurfoit of mililary glory* T0 
^iaofnefthe couM ficrsfice thtt lives^ better 
men than hiflprfelf, when they fiood in itii ^way;; 
And if he erer reforted to Tmj^%^ it vvas isa fpne 
critical conj^in^re, whiea danger neaily thweat* 
^Ried hini# 

But now Jbab liae fiajUbed his tfnUtaf^ 
Stical career, ff e ia no leviger to commandaQ an^ 
my, or dire£^ a cabinet. He is grown old^ He haa- 
iiled up the meafo^eof Ha ^riinei. ^fiibe haadvaivtrnr 
the (word, and die day of e^ecutioa ia come. Ha 
fees no efcape ^ he flaes to the taberaade and 
kys hold on the altar. Here he remains ised, wA 
here he refoWes to die. He wifliea t^ be ]iB0te6b 
ed, in his death, by fhat rdi^n, whicl^ he had 
ifteglofted m his life^ 

This i^ no finguhor eafer SiaciVar eKamplas ara: 
f e^of ded tH firftpture, and fimilar exani|^ 0(x»m 
to common obfervaitionr 

jMataoh^ t6at impion^conteiiinef cf QodL^ and 
&apdened oppreflbr kjS the people pf God, could 
relent under a {ndgment, which thaeateneddeftruc.' 
tk&ti to Mm£s}t and his realm* He ocnaJd thea ac* 
kaowledge hi a dependence on a fiipcvior jnvifibler 
|)ower. He eonld call for the fervanta qI Jehovah 
in haik, and ucge their is^ff^dSt&si in his own and 
I|is country's behalf. He co^ldfay, ^ I have finned 
2^inft the Lord yonr God, and againft jofa ; aow 
therefore forgive my fin^ and iatcqU; the Lord^ 
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tilat he may ta^e tway from me this death only/' 
Bttt, ^ when be faw that diere was refeite, he 
aterdeaed Us bearl/' Of Ahab king of Ifrad it U 
ftsd, '^ Th«re Wtt tone Uke him, who ibid him' 
ibUrtoW^kwidsediidsiB the fight of the Lord."' 
Ba« whM he htsrd ihe awfttl ieatence of de&ruc- 
doa^ which God deHoanoecS againft him and his 
kMfir, ^^ he rem hi» doathes, put fackdoth ont 
Vm fleJBi^ £ifted attd went- foftly/' Yet after this. 
lie eoydthreMen aad impFifon a j^ophet of God 
for honeftly warning him of his danger, and could 
tMttt ar pve»oiiiiio& ^m God wkh infolent con- 
tmufpl^ WheD God wroughl: wosulers in the wil« 
dtfnA to fupplj the waats of his pcx>ple9 ^^ they 
flttoed yet mote sg»»ft him smd tempted him ia 
thifk horte : bM when he flew them, then they 
imight him ^ they tundd aad enquired early after 
htm ; and they remembered, that God was theur 
reek^ a&d the high Gad thdr redeemer; yet they 
Altered hini with their 1^^ aad they lied to him 
iviththiir toogues,for thev hevtwasnot right with 
iiim^ neither weve they Aedfi^ in his covenant." 
"I^P&kDifti^eidcsef itas acommoncafe, tlmt^ 
^ Whe*fi9bb/' thedefpifcrsof religion, '' are by 
tbeir jfias broug^ near to the gates of deaths the» 
they cry to the Lofdin their tronMe^and he faveth 
them out af theif diArefles; fa&healeth themyaad 
deltvereth theaft froBi deftruaiaik^ Tet he inti- 
saatei^ that few ^ praife the Lord for his good- 
ncfr, aMt far hie Wcmderful works to the children 
of iildn»^ Solomon ebfenres^ that thej% who i» 
thcSr plKifperi^ defpiiethe reproofs and fet at 
nought the couaiSib of wifdom, will call on God 
and (eck Una eamefUv in tim^, when diftre& and 
aag^rift come upon theaK He deicribe^ a proffi«^ 

2te youth, as moarniag sit thfe laft, wh<m hia 
fls and body' were eenlbftidd, wd laaentinifr 
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that in his better days he had been in altnoft aR 
evil, and had hated inftfudiion and defpifed re- 

J^roof. The infidels and idolaters, in the days of 
eremiah the prophet, turned their back unto the 
true God, and would not even acknowledg;e him 
as their creator and preferver. •• They feid to a 
ftock. Thou art our tother ; and to a ftone, Thou 
haft brought us forth •/• but in the time of their 
trouble, when all fupport failed them, they 
would repair to God, and fay, •* Arife andfaife 

Csifes of the like nature are not tinfrequent now. 
There' are many under ^ofpel light, who appear 
to live regardlefs of religion. If they believe its 
general truth, yet they feel not its particular and 
prefent importance. They devote themfelvcs to the ' 
pleafures and interefts of the world, and give the 
momentous concerns of eternity no place in their 
hearts* They make no profeflion of reli^on ; 
and the duties of it they pradife Ho farther than 
their worldly defigns require. They feldom at« 
tend on the appointed worfhip of God's houfe, 
and perhaps as feldom addrefi their maker in a 
more private niannen They are pleaied with the 
converfation of thofe, who talk lightly about reli- 
dion ; and they readily embrace the licentious opin* 
ions which they hear, becaufe thcfe pacify their 
troubled confciences, and quiet their guilty fears, 
in the courfe which they, are purfuing. If they do ' 
not openly rejeA religion, yet they fondly admit 
doubts of its truth, or, at leafl, of the truth of its 
more important dodhines, and never take the 
trouble to enquire, what religion really is, on 
what ground it ftands, or what is their own char- 
ader. Thus they pafs carelefsly along in the cahn 
feafons of life. But if you were to vifit thefe 
perfons in a time of ficknefs, when they had the 
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fintenoe of death in thein,«and even defpaired of 
life, I son confident, you would find many o£ 
them in a different fiate of mind. You would 
' not hear them talk fo doubtfully about the truths* 
or fo lightly about the importance of religion, as 
they uied to do; Tou would not perceive them 
leeking. comfort in annihilation, or in promifcu- 
ous ialvation. Their final defliny now appears: 
too near, and tck) folemn to be trifled with. They 
wiih for a hope, which can reft on a folid and per-, 
manent foundation. How much foever they have- 
deQ>iied prayer in time paft, they now direft their 
thoughts anti defires to the mercy of God as their 
only hope. How indifferently foever they have, 
^ken of the gofpel, they now fee no where eUe. 
to go for tbe words of eternal life. How much > 
foever they may have ridiculed the men of pray«: 
er, they, now folicit a ihare in the.interceffions of 
foch men. How much foever they have negleft* . 
ed the altar of God, they now wiih to Jay hold 
on the horns of it, and, il they muft die, to die • 
there. 

This, indeed, is not the cafe of all dying finners. . 
Some diefiiddenly^ fome in the diftra6tion or ftu«' 
por of difeafe, and fome in habitual hardneis of 
heart. But it is the cafe of many ; and we rardy • 
meet with a cafe which is t}|e reverfe of it ; I 
mean the cafe of one, who, in the near expe^a* 
tion of death, will di£ivow all regard to religion, ; 
^ory ia his \trickedncfs, or place fiiU. confidence r 
tn his licentious principles. The moft darine in- 
fidels, and the moft boafting univerialifts nave 
been known to fhudder at the gates of death, to 
diftruft their former opinions, and feek refuge 
in the grace of the gofpelg^ Even a Voltaire^ who 
in the moft audacious manner profaned God's 
akar iuhis life, fought to lay hold on the horns of 
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hat kto <inilli. Thosgh hi cmpbyiA Us keeadt 
wit to WDtiii<£tltii ge^ of Ghtjft^ jathBvMxoA 
fio dk a G6riftiM» add, it it faid^ Wd«ld have dd« 
chtcihiMftlf ^k» batd te ntt been oUifindBd ^ * 
the iilMJfes who tftMttded ham. 

Wheehev laalf*»' A|^.«d di< altaif wxb aedonpiii 
eicA whh s ripeinafitttf) which entitled faiat tdl 
tmtcf, we^atifMC %f morcaaihwe^m anycaft^ 
<kmi#iniH« dK rtfiak o£ dAatb'biMtftarti vdrntcogs^ 
c fl Mrfd M mi a ait(&fi<a^«n. TK« «srrare bS aaothev 
««rldi eiMnsii totbe mbt iicw«i HkewAtytWaf 
ctMVt A« kflguafe trilttfrnDBKote and &d^ whedt 
tbertfif tf<»hatsred^ £ft indloreof troth la the 
heart. Ibl^HMO^- Irho loved tlK wages of nnrig^ 
4»«i£aMrfe^ ytft daflrvot vodk the cBeah of the r^(bt-t 
eow. The fciiptttre oftc» ^ftdb» of the oa(nvia>. 
ioMT and faMiie«cidsM of dymg finnera^ as being. 
<lf dovbtfitt Miic. ^ What is dx hc^ of the 
hfpoefii*^*' iifi iiAtf ** when God taketb aWay° 
ilia foitt? V^ God hecr hi» err, when trouble 
<9«Mi<di ttpert Mm f tTii h<( delight himldf in the 
Almighty? WiU he always call upon God ?" " Bcm 
onrfri Mf e caikd and ye relofed," %s wi£ioin, 
*< taUb wiM laegh at y(Nu- cahnqity ; I will nook 
when your Iku* cOmeth. Xhmr fhall cad^ but t 
«riH not auhver, becaule lfcr|r nated knowledge* 
and cKd <iot4iM(ofe ^ fear of the Lord." There 
hf iMnrewr^ mere hope lor fiadv relenting finnm^- 
tban foe tlMih wtedie in «^ASinte infidelity and 
ttKfite&tg ftu^ditf.. ForiAeagb semoife is not 
teipeaxuUiiSi ftt thtire is no'repeaftaoce wkhottt it. 
IlfhefimMrcepetftsaicafl)^ he nmft firft be awalb' 
eacd td <f6it«4^k>ii o^ aud>iid£<oiideinna^on for 
fai»ikM. 

The eaft, whiift w<e i^tn b«6H confideriag, if* 
fords ;fe feme ul^iri: kifini<EHKnfB» 

ir W# httve^kM^ tt(»tefti]n«iiy of finnea and- 
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ii)M<^|nt9t^f fmh w44WP(>rta9« of nlid^ 

prQiidNH»a94#tMrf)iwlfy 4gaiuift if» til^egr ^ 
Ihtf ^e SH^f ^^ ^irr^llg^, vi4th$f 6^^ 

that this wiU not ^ve them hope and copaiptt v» 

ft «l d Iff^iogny fcujalk th^nCdnfS : 9M4mPr 
If if Wttt be aftriaagcfwfd^)^, wh^ ^Qftftriltof 

it ii» uMntmy mvm »ta <|fo«, wh^ thfy 
W» fVOft lyoc^y «9 j^e rii^y ;»n4 U? ^^ JnWt 
li))r> lit H fpv9» u) s( t»«M <9f a^i^o;), «a4 in 
fbe Mflf^ wkw ef {»»0(h«f vgcM* If «v9r ^hi^ 

iMift b» Hour, Th« cr!i?v4 of worJWiy in^iftf^ 
tb» ^liftr»a»o« pf «Nthly f^^ tbe ^^)^p«4^ of 
t0np<M^ booowt «uMi iH$h<ee, ihe Mu4l»Wf pf k* 
lAffom conapmy* <he &ilwt»pa ojF faofiiA 
pictfium «re j|«ifir over mi l^My tp ^vr/n n^ 
more. Tbf hiAl wd pAilipPPt which vied tf hufTit 
ry tittm «lQfig>ii ihw &Vi»?iKe pBirfyitSji and Wipd 
them to the dmfgvm h^&rs timmt h^viB Dpiwr ^^, 
ided. I^Jdr» »inbitipR« »v»rtoB i«d cvDillty 
hwre fetfdd to epeyttff ; ^r tilM»r Pl^» vt 
thimrn p«t of fight. Now jkpui oyfn (o tb^ 
yntmr. Tbty tw no smr« f Q m^m to this w^ld s 
thcf Ke fooo to efiter pa anpth«r> Th«y fta^d k^ 
twem both, asd look Imk m thf ofia which t^ 
hav« psfliNl, and forwwd pn tfott which U b^ortr 
thoD. Theyfee«iBigbtydiiHrM«9^tiH«RtiiM»« 
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Thev ied, that to prepare them for the fiituw 
world, other and better tempers are neceflary, 
than thofe which they have indulged here. They 
are convinced, that the paffions, which h^e gov* 
emed them, mull be inconfiftent with enjoyment 
in 2^ world, where thefe paffions will find no cor« 
refpondent objeds. They know their deftiny will 
foon be fixed, and this is no time to trifle. In 
. fuch a fituation, it may be prefumed, they will 
judge more impartially, than in th^ bufiie ctf world- 
ly teenes. 

If men, who have defpifed religion in health and 
profprtity, do generally, or at Ifeaft frequendy, 
defire and feek its comforts, when they come into 
the fituation now described, we muft believe it to 
be true and important. If there were comfort to 
be found elfe where, men, who have lived in op- 
pofition to relieion, would not refort to it' in this 
extremity. The controverfy between Chriftians 
and infidels ; between the godly and the profane 
concerning religion, is only in this life. It is ter- 
minated at death. The latter, in the near view 
of this momentous change, give up the difpute^ 
and, in their judgment, come over to the fide of 
the former, and wilh to find cbnlfort in that, in 
which others have found it already. •* Death is 
an honeft hour, and fiuthfol to its truft.'* 
' There is, in the nature of man, a principle^ 
which condemns^ his enmity to refigion. Where 
is the man, but who would choofe, that his chil* 
dren ihould be pious ? Where is the man, who 
Would prefer to put his fon or his daughter under 
the care of an inndel or libertine for an education ? 
Where is the man, who was ever heard to glory 
iti the wickednefs, diffipation tod licentibufifids of 
thofe, who were to inherit his fubftance, and to 
continue the remembrance of his name i Where* 
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is the man, who, if he thought himfelf dying, 
would not reoommeod to his children a religious 
and blameleis life ? And where is the man, who, if 
he had loft a virtuous fon, would not take comfort 
in the charader which he fuftained, and in the 
hopes which he left? — ^The confdences of men wit- 
nds within them, that religion is a reality j not a 
fiction— -a folemn truth ; not a trifle. 

2. We fee the wifdom of an early and immedi«' 
ate attention to religion. 

If even ungodly men delire, atleaft, to lay hold 
on the horns of the altar, and, when they fee that 
they muft die, wiih to die there, then let every 
one fly to the altar now, and lay hold on the hope 
cf mercy, which is there held up to him. 

How much foever you defpife religion now^ 
the time is coming, when you wUl wifli tor afliare 
in its comforts. Tou perhaps can live indifieront to 
pdigion ; but do you really think, you can dieioi 
If others have been convinced of its importance, 
when they were dying, fb probably will you ; there- 
fore attend to it now. You may then feel this 
convidion, and yet die in your guilt. It is not 
«very kind of convidion, that produces repentance, 
and enfures perdon. And no conviftion, is more 
doubtful in its iflue, than that which is awakened 
by the immediate apprehenflon of death. With 
this convidion defpair often mingles to defeat its 
efficacy. The teftimony of dying finners to the 
truth and importance of relieion, fliould call your 
attention to it in this calm &fon, when you are 
bdH able to underftand the nature of it, and to 
prove by correipondent fruits the finccrity of your 
choice. 

You have a better altar at which you may take 
refuge, than that to which Joab made his flight. 
That yielded no proteftion to the prcfumptuous 
Vol. V. Q 
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fitinen Jbab fled thither ; but ftUl he muft dfe^ 
For you there is an ahar, to which you can fly 
and find fafety. The blood whkh Chrift flitd on 
ihe crofs^ applied by faith^ will cfeanie from all 
guilt-'-'-^froin the gmlt of the greateft fins. 
'^ Through him all that believe are jufiified from, 
all things^ from which they could not be juftified 
by the law of Mofes." He came to lave the chie£' 
of finners, and through him '' the mercy of God 
iis unto all aind upon alt that tn^lieve^ and there ]» 
no difference.*' 

Are you convinced of you* violaticm of Gcd^s 
hw ? Da you hear its threatenings i Do you per- 
ceive them pointed againft you ? Do you i^ your 
infufficiency to expiate your guilty and evade the: 
divine fentence ? What will you do ?— lift up 
your eyes, and behold the altar, which Ood I|Bft 
ereAed-^behold the facrifice which is ofEbred 
there— It is the facrifice of tJod's own fon, who 
bare your fins in his body on the crofs, that yoti 
might live through him« He through the eternal 
fpirit offered himfelf without fpot to God } and 
his blood can purge your confcience from dead 
works, alid deliver your fouls from the wrath to 
come. 

Liften to the calls of the' fiiviour ; ^^ Lock un^^ 
to me, and be ye iav^« Come to me, and yr 
fiiall find reft td your fouls/^ Hear the exhorta^ 
tions of his meflengers ; ^' Repent and be convert* 
ed, that your fi^ns may be blotted out, and times^ 
of refreflimg fliall come from the prefence of the 
Lord. Repent and turn to God, and do works^ 
meet for repentance ; and ye Audi receive the for- 
givencfs of fins, and an inheritance among them 
that are (anctified. Attend to their argument f 
** God is in Chrift reconciling the world to him* 
felf not imputing their tre^affes^ atid he hatii 
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Mimmilted to us the word of reconciliatioiu We 
areambafl&dors for Ghrift, as though God did be-' 
&ech you b^ us ; we pray you in Chrift's ikead^ 
be ye reconciled to God } for he hath made him 
to be fin for us^ who knew no fin, that we might 
lie made the righteoufiieft of God in him/* 

Tou fee what a glorious hope is (et before you. 
Arife now, flee to the altar of atonement^ and lay 
Jiokl on eternal lifo. 

3* You are here warned not t« take any en» 
ccmn^ement in a finful life from the confidenee 
and iecurity, in which fome wicked men feem at 
pre&nt to live ; for fooner or later, theie very 
men wiU condemn themielves. Other wid^ed 
aien have done fo ; and fo will they, and fo wiM 
you, if you live }Xkc them. 

When you look round on the world of man«> 
Idnd^ you fee thoa£inds purfiiing a courfe very 
di&rent from that, which the gofpel preferibes ; 
and you can obferve in them nothin|^, which in- 
xBcates a difiruft of their own ikfety. if you con*. 
Tcrfe with them, you hear many of them jufiify 
their manner of life, and talk m terms of great 
indifference about a life of ftrift religion. Some 
4if thefe appear to be men of difeemment in oth» 
cr matters ; and yoa alk^ ^ why Ihoukl they not 
be capable of jud^g in matters of religion ? If 
ih$y fufpeft no danger in their courfe, why ihould 
mifi f^ mxt this is a prefomptuous way of reafon- 
Ing and ading. Why judge you not of yourf- 
lelves what is right i Prove all things ; hold faft 
^diat which is good. Call no man your mafier on 
earth ; for you have a mafter in heaven^ Make 
fiot wicked men your guides, for howcva: wife 
they may be in worldly matters, in the colicerns 
of religion the god of this world has Uinded 
Cbeir minds. But if you are divided to give 
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wdght to thdr opinions, fee what thdr opnions 
are, in ieafons when they are moft likely to judge 
right. Obferve how they feel^ and hear what 
they fay in the near views of another world. If 
they then condemn their own irreUgioua ienti- 
ments and manners, be not you governed by 
them* 

Perh^ms you have never feen tbefi men in that 
folemn lituation. But others of the £ime charader 
have been in it ; and they diicavered a fenfe of 
the imjxNrtance of religion. It is probable many 
of thefe will do the fame. Never follow the ez^ 
ample of thofe, who you think, will condenm 
this very example in thofe ferious hours, when 
their judgment will be moft impartial. Never 
purfue a courfe, which, you know, you muft 
condemn, when you come to the end of it. The 
example of good men you may wifely follow, 
for your own confcience now approves it and 
they will approve it in the review. You haVc 
heard and read of many, who condemn their own 
ungodly life, as they were entering into another 
world : but you never heard or read of a man, 
who in that iituation condemned a religious life, 
as what appeared foolifh and vain, or as what 
gave him fear and anxiety. Many good men have 
died in fear ; but their fear aroie from a diftnift 
of their own hearts ; not from a diftruft of reli- 
gion. They never fufpeded, that rdigion was 
a vain thhi^ ; much lefs that it was a dangerous 
thing ; their only concern was, left they had not 
fully embraced it, and cordially yielded to its in* 
fluence. 

You fee, then, where your intereft and fafety 
lie. They lie in the religion which the gofpd 
teaches. This is not a vain thing ; it is your life. 

The falvation of the foul is the one thing need^ 
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fbl. This is c^ered in the word of Gody and the 
terms of it are there ftated. It is by a compliance 
with the terms, that yon are to fecnre the bene- 
fit. The terms are repentance of paft fins^ appli- 
cation to the mercy of God through a dying la- 
viour^ and a life devoted to God in holy obedience. 
Thus only can you enjoy peace in liife, hope in 
death and happiness in eternity. In favour of 
iuch a choice you have the teftimony of good men, 
and of wicked men too ; you have the teftimony 
of the word of God, and of your own con&ience. 
Embrace now the pardon and ialvation offered 
you ; and truft not in a flight to God's altar, when 
you fee the avenger oi your crimes clofe at your 
heds, left when your guilty hands attempt to lay 
hold on the horns of the altar, you be taken thence, 
that you may die ; or if you refolve to perifli 
there, ftill you periih in all your guilt. 
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SERMON IX. 



MC^i^ *9 be rifufid^ vfi^tke lAr4 hatb m^ 
A Conmufiioii Seramif 



MARKjcu ^ 

And II tty •!»» Iky noCo you, Wliy do ye thU ? Say y« dnc tSie L#rd litfh 
tteed^fWfli: »d iti^itway Im will fawl him fa|dMr. 

vJuR Lord, at the time of the Jewifli palC 
crer, had determined to make his jmbfic entrj 
into Jerafidem, in the manner predided by the 
prophet Zechariah ; ^ Tell ye the daughter of 
Zion, behold, thy king com<^ unto thee meek, 
and fitting upon an afs, and upon a colt the foal 
of an aft.'^-**^ When dierefore he was come nigh 
to Jeru&lem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at 
the mount of Olives, he fent two of his difaples, 
faying, ** Go ye into the villas over againft you ; 
and as foon as ye be entered mto it, ye ihall find 
a colt tied, whereon never jnan iat ; looiie him 
and bring him to me. And if any nun &y unto 
you. Why do ye this ? Ye fliaU lay. Hie Lord 
' hath need of him. And ftraitway he will fend 
him.** They went and found the colt tied by the 
door without, in a place where two ways met ; 
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a place of public refert» ^ iind as they weM 
loofing the colt^ the owner /^ who was flandinflt 
by, ^ afted them^ ^ why loofe yc the<ok 2 And 
they anfwered» The Lord hath need of him.'* 
The reafon waafufficient i the owner let him gow 

It may £eem, perhaps, that our Lord» on wSm 
occafion^ afiimed^ orer people's property^ a pow* 
cr^ which lie was not. wont to exeroie. He Qom^ 
nsanded his two diiciples to ^ loofe the ooh and 
faring httn/' Bat it ihould be confidered^ that at* 
this time, Jefus was about to make his puUic ap* 
pearance as king of Zion $ that in this chandsr* 
he was already i^eceived by the body of the peo» 
pk, and foon after tecogmased by the train which 
attended him, and by uie dtitcns of Jemfideob 
In this charader he was obeyed by the owner o£ 
the beafi, with whom the reafim affigned by^ the 
dilciples. The Lord both need^Hm^ carried an au* 
thoffity, which he felt no difpofition to dii^te^ 
and pretended no nght to oppofe. As Jefus now 
exJiibited himfelf in the charaAer of Zion*s king^ 
att who owned him as fuch were bound to yi& 
him every affiflance, which the occafion required*. 

Befides \ it is evident from the fiory, that the 
diidpleswere to take the colt only with the owa« 
er's conlent. As Jdfus knew the fdace where the 
beaft was dcd, fo he knew that tl^ owner would 
be prefent, would demand the reafon of the dii^ 
Qples' loofing him, would be fatisfied with their 
anfwer, and would allow them to take him» 
GhrifPs telUng than, that the owner of the beaft 
WDuki kt him go, plainly imported, that the ow»» 
er's oonfent was their warrant to bring hinu 

What deferves ourpartkular notice in this ihv 
ry, is the readinefe with which the man refigned 
his beaft, as foon he knew, the Lord had need of 
Urn* This was the only reaion which Chrift &«- * 
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it to give, and with this the owner was perfedly 
^tisfied. 

Hence then we learn, that whatever we daim 
as ours, we fliould commit it to our Lord's dif* 
poial ; and whenever we know he has need of it, 
we fliould refign it to his fervice« 

Jefus Chrift came into the world to ereA a ldng« 
dom, and then return to his father. His king- 
dom is not of this world, but from heaven. It 
confifts not in temporal honbur, wealth and do- 
minion ; but in the advancement of truth, right- 
eoufne& and ha^pine&— in the recovery of finners 
from ignorance and error, vtdckednefs and guilt— 
in the fpread aiid influence of his doAriaes-«in 
the increaie of real converts to his religion, and 
m the falvation of our fallen race. 

This work he began perfonaUy, when he was • 
on earth, and has been ftill purluing ever fince 
his return to heaven. But in this work he choof- 
es not to be alone ; he requires the concurrence 
lUid afliftance of his fervants. And whatever they 
can do in fubfervience to his caufe, in that he has 
need of them. In regard to himfelf perfonally he 
needs nothing ; . but in re^d to the great and 
benevolent defign which he is carrying on in the 
world, he has need of us. And in that, wherein 
he has need of us, we muft be workers together 
with him. 

Chiift often has need of our property ; and with 
this we are to honour him. 
. He has infUtuted a church on earth, and ap- 
pointed ordinances for its edification and comfort. 
Thefe ordinances are to be maintained and contin* 
ued, not by miraculous, but by human means. 
The firft introdudtion and eftabliihment of his 
gofpd was in an extraordinary way ; but its cofu 
iinuance, in fome meajfure, depends on the fupport 
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. given it by thofe who profcfi to be its fiiencU. 
It will not be jMrefcrved, iA it was firft introduced^ 
by the power of miracles. It is now brought to 
vsy and laid before us with evidences of its truths 
and declarations of its importance ; and if we 
viU not receive it, when it is brought ; or wiU 
not retain it, after we have received it, then it 
)cave9 us of courfe ; for we put it from us, and 
judge ourfidves unworthy of it. Even in the 
tioie of our Civiour and his apo^es, the continu- 
lace of the goipel among the people of any par*- 
(icttlar place, was fufpended on tne condition of 
their maldng fome decent provifion for it. 

When Chrift fent forth his apoftles to preaol^ 
the kingdom of God, he fumuhed theiqi with 
Dopernttural powers, which he commanded theni 
to em^doy in healing the fie):, rsufing the dead, and 
cafiing out devils, that thus the divinity of their 
miflion, and the truth of their dodrines might be 
deaionfirated. But it is obfervable, they never 
were inftru&ed to iupply their own wants-— to 
procure food and raiment, by miracles, and 
thus to eiscuie their hearers from the trouble and 
ezpenie dF maintaining them. To have made thff 
go^>el fo cheap, wopla have been to make it too 
contemptible^ On the contrary, they were to ^o 
iotth on their miiGon without purfe or Icrip, 
without gold or filver, or even change of ^ppar. 
d, faecaute, as labourers in the Service of mankmd, 
they were worthy of, and entitled to their hire. 
Tlmigfa ibme of them, if not all, poflefled con- 
fidcrable ipcofcxty of their own, they were not to 
carry it with them, or to depend upm it^ for fup« 
port in their miffiouy but to rehire their maiipi- 
tenance wholly from thoie, on whom their la- 
bours were bellowed* If in any {dace, whither 
titty were ieotf they were A(^ riocsived witlji th« 
Vol;v. * R 
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attention, sind entertained with the' hofpitalitjr 
due to their facred charafter, they were to retire 
tidth this folemn admonition and awful totken of 
their maftcr's difpleafure j «^ The duft of your 
city, which cleaveth to us, we wipe off againft 
you. But be ye fure of this ; the kingdom of 
God hath come nigh to you/* 

It is an eftablilhed law of Chrift's kinpdom^ 
that " they who preach his gofpel, fliall live by 
his gofpd." Whatever^ therefore, is requiiite 
to the maintenance of his preached gofpd, to 
the accommodation of his inftituted worihip» 
and to the continuance of his appointed ordinan- 
ces, that he hath need of^ and that we are bound 
to render to him out of the goods which he has 
committed to us. Whatever we poffeis, it is the 
gift of providence. We receive it in truft from 
our Lord. And we are to apply it to fuch pur- 
pofes as his general inftrudions warrant, and his 
particular occaiions demand. Thus when our 
ftewardihip fliall ceafe, we may give an account 
of it to his approbation and acceptance. 

Our Lord has need of our property, not only 
for the maintenance of his worfliip, but alfo for 
the relief and comfort of his belplefs friends. 

Providence places men under different drcum- 
ilances, for this, doubtlefs, among other reafons, 
that occafion and opportunity may be given for 
the various focial virtues While men are mutu« 
ally dependent on, and reciprocally indebted ta 
one another, the virtues of juftice, fidelity, friend- 
ihip, benevolence and gratitude are odled into 
exercife, and thus the focial affedions and pleaf^ 
ures are improved and exalted. 

The poor we have always with us. Thefe, aft- 
ing under the influence of religion, may be as uie« 
ful in fodety as the ricL The latter may do good 
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by adions more brilUant and obfervable. The 
fermer do good by iervices no lels folid and fiib* 
fiantial. The labours of the poor contribute, as 
effentially as the benefadions of the rich, to the 

Sneral fupport and happine& of human life. Nei* 
er dafs, without the .other, could comfortably 
iubiift. ^ The rich and the poor meet together : 
the Lord is the maker of them all.'* 

Godbefiows an abundance on fome, not for 
their fakes only, but alfo for the fake of the poor 
who are with them. Hence the rich are charged 
to ^^ be rich in good works, ready to diftribute, 
willing to communicate, and thus to lay up for 
themtelves a good foundation againft the time to 
come''— -againft the time, when, in the changes of 
human condition, it may be their turn to become 
poor J or againft the time of general retribution, 
when every one will receive according to his 
works. 

When we give to the poor, we lend to the 
Lord, who, in due time, will amply repay the 
k>an. We are to do good to all, and efpecially to 
them, who are of the houlehold of faith. The 
poor, whatever may be their charafter, are en- 
titled to our charity, becaufe they are needy: 
the virtuous poor have the firft daim, becaufe they 
are worthy. He who receives a righteous man, 
in that name and charader, will recdve a right- 
^us man's reward. He who fliall give to a dif- 
dple of Chrift a cup of cold water only, in the 
name of a difdple, and becaufe he belongs to 
Chrift, ihall not lofe his reward. Whatever is 
done for fuch, Chrift accepts it as done for him- 
felf. If then we have this world's goods, and fee 
a brother who has need, we are to confider, that 
the Lord hath need of a part of thefe goods for 
that needy brother. If in this cafe we ihut up 
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our bowels of cotnpafliony the Idve tS Chi4^ 
dwelb not in us, we then love him ittdeed, and 
in truth, when, at his call, we relieve the dl^ 
trefied, help the weak, and comfort the afflided^ 

Chrift has need of our aMities and Jtervices^ aa 
WeU as of our fubfbnce, in carrying on Ms work 
on earth. 

His caufc requires, that we dedicate ottt1Rdv«a 
to him, and openly profefs our faith in him. 

tf there is need, that his church Should be ebn« 
tinned and his religion maintained in the worlds 
there is need that fome ihould Mter into hb 
church, andprofe& his religion. If none ihould 
be added to the church, it muft expire with the 
lhort4ived beings who now belong to it. If thd 
church fhould tc difcontinued, the means of rdi^ 
giou would be droned and lo(t» and religion it* 
iclf ceafe and be forgotten ; or esdft only httt 
and there in the folitary breafts of a few ohfcurt! 
and defpifed mortals. 

Now if Chrift has need of fome to honour and 
maintain his reiigion, then every one, who be*" 
iteves it to be divine, Ihould confider, that the 
Lord hath need of him. 

Among thofe who have never publicldy pr<>. 
fefled their faith in the gofpel, there are many, t 
flippofe, who believe it is true, and wilh it majr be 
preierved for the general benefit of mankind. 
They could not, at once, reconcile themfelves to 
the thought, that the gofpel fliould be cxtinguift* 
ed, and that thofe who enjoy it Ihould degenerate 
into atheifts, idolaters, pagans, or baroarians. 
They Could not eafily make themfelves willing, 
that their pofterity fiiould grow up among fuch a 
horrible fet of beings. Come forward, then, and 
join yourfelves to the Lord— declare your faith in 
him, and friendfliip to him ; for he has need t)£ 
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jf#tt» If he fteeds any profeflbrs at all, idiy not 
you as itittch as others f Tou excuie youriUves on 
CM pntence and another : but may not every 
niafi excttfe himfelf as wdl ? Is there, in your cafe^ 
any pecu&ar circumibnce, which exempts you 
from the common obligations of rdigion ? If all 
fliould ejitcufe themfdyes, as you do, where woald 
be the church-^where would be the relkion of 
Chrift? 

When rdifflon dedine»*^when profeflbrs are 
few, and thefe few lofe the ardour of their zeal 
and love^^when churches become like Cbdeties of 
the world, then Chrift has need of you to ftrength* 
esk the intereft, and reftore the honour of his cauft 
among men» 

You withdraw from the thurch, or refbie to 
eome into it, becauie you fee in it fo little reUgton, 
and fo many unworthy members. But if its real 
ftate is fuch as you apprehend, and you have £> 
much more purity and zeal than others, then yon 
are the very perfons n^om the Lord needs to ftip« 
port his languifliing caufe. Forfake not his church, 
when it is unldng ; but come forward ; ftrength* 
en it by your example, advice and prayers : come ; 
help to fuftain it by your friendly concurrence 
with the few, who may perhaps be found as reaU 
ly concerned as you for its increafe and ^ory. 

Ghrift has need of fome to preach his gofpel $ 
and they who undertake this work, (hould be in* 
fluenced by a fenfe, that the Lord hath need of 
them% Paul was influenced by this principle* 
He had better worldly profoeds in a fecular call- 
ing ; but in no other profeflion could he do £> 
much fervice for Ghrift. In the profecution of 
his miniftry, he chofe to beftow his labours, not 
where they would be moft lucrative to himfelf, 
but wheni thty would moft conduce to the fur^ 
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thcrancc of the gofpcl. He ftrove to preach, 
not where Chrift was named, left he fliould build 
on another man's foundation ; but where the gof- 
pel had not been preached, or the miniftry was 
not at that time enjoyed, that the word of ialva- 
tion might be more exteniively fpread. He would 
not go, where the Lord had no need of him ; but 
where the ends o£ his apofUefhip might beft be 
anfwered. 

In times, when licentious opinions and corrupt 
manners prevail— -when infidelity grows bold, and 
iniquity abounds, Chrift has need of the adive 
fervices of hb faithful minifters and fincere friends, 
who are then to ftand up with courage againft e* 
vil workers, and bear teftimony againft thofe who 
make void his goi^. At fucn a time, if minift- 
ers are to ftand foremoft, yet they are not to fbmd 
alone. Ali who regard the truth are to ftrength- 
en and fupport them. The sseatous Invites, fee* 
ing the neceffity of a reformation in the church 
of God, laid to Ezra, ^^ Arife, for this matter be- 
longeth to thee : we alfo will be with thee : be ci 
good courage, and do it/' 

Warnings from a folitary voice have little ef- 
fed ; and never le(s, than in thofe corrupt times, 
when the advocates for vice and error, by evil 
communications, and by the circulation of licen* 
tious writings, ftrengthen the hands of evil 
doers. *' Two arc better than one ; for if they 
fall, one will lift up his fellow." Chriftians are to 
be fellow-helpers to the truth. Paul befeeches the 
brethren, for the Lord Jefus' fake, that they ftrive 
together wifli him. 

Chrift needs the fervice of thofe who are placed 
at the head of families. 

The continuance and increafe of his church de« 
pend on the faith and piety of the young and rif» 
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log generation, and confequently on the fiddity 
of parents to bring up their children in the nur* 
tare and admonition of the Lord. Children will 
not be prompted^ by natural inclination, to feek 
after Imowledge and virtue. They need inftruc- 
tions to inform their minds, and odiortations to 
awaken their attention. The Lord of the church 
has committed their education to the care of their 
parents ; he requires, and he needs their diligence 
and fidelity in the execution of this great charge. 
Ordinarily they may expect that their £uthfulneis 
will be followed with a Ueffing, but their negli-. 
gence with a curfe, on their children, as wellas 
on themfelves. They who are early trained up in 
the way in which they ought to go, will purfue 
it when they are old : but children left to them- 
felves foon bring their fouls to ruin, and their pa* 
rents to ihame. If there be need, that your chil* 
dren Ihould feekand ferve God in their early years^ 
and pais through life with wifdom and virtue-^ 
if there be need, that they ihould become mem- 
bers of Chriil^s church, walk in his ordinance8» 
and work out their own ialvation — if there be 
need that they ihould take up his religion, and 
hand it on to a future gendration, then he has 
need of you to inilrud them in his relij^on, and 
to lead them along in the way which he has mark- 
ed for them. 

When i&mily order is much negleAed, he has 
more need of the fervices of the faithful to re- 
vive and reftore it. If thofe around you treat 
with indifference fo neceffary a branch ot religion^ 
be not carried away by their example, but £iy to 
them, as Joihua iaid to the men of lirael, ^^ If it 
feem evil to you to ferve the Lord, choofe ye, 
this day, w}iom ye will ferve : but, as for me and 
my houfe, we will ferve the Lord.'* 
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And, my yoting frieiulg, let mc tdl you. The 
Lord hath need of you ; for you may do much 
ienrice to his caii£e« Tou think, that he needs 
your &thers, your grandiures, and other dderly 
people : for their advice and exam{de will have 
great influenee in fupporting his religion \ and if 
diey ihould defert his caufe, it would (bon fink in 
tibe world, and the next generation would come 
iorward indifferent to it, and unacquainted with 
it. But, my friends, you by your good exam- 
ple and pious conver&tu>n may have as mudiin- 
fluence among your youthful affodates, as the a- 
ged can have, and perhaps more. Befides ; you 
mould coniider, that your futherswill Coon be 
gone } and if there (hould be no youn^ Chriftians 
to fucceed them, where will be Ghrtil's church 
then ? The church, iike the human race, muft 
be continued by fuccel&on, f&c it confifts of mor. 
lals* If none of you will join yourfelves to it, 
it muft ceafe when your fathers are dead. Come, 
^^'^^fi) give yourfelves to the Lord, and declare 
youdUves for him, encourage your fellow youths 
to embrace and obey his religion. How much 
good may thus be done ? Think not yoorfehres 
ufijeis and infignificant bdags. Tou aire import- 
ant in your place, and the Lord hath need of you. 
He never is bettor pleafed, than when he fees the 
young engaged in his caufe, and hears them fin^, 
Holaima to the fon of David. Out of their 
mouths he ordains praife. 

Ghrift expeds of his fervants a ready compli- 
ance with his commands, and a cfaeer^l refigna- 
tion oi every thing, which he needs from theoi. 
When he fent his difciples to procure him a beaft, 
on which he might make his entrance into Jem- 
£dem^ he fignified, that nothing more would be 
fiece^ry, than to iay, ^ The Lord hath need gf 
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bim." And fo it was. On tUs information, tibe 
owner ftraitway let him go. 

We flioiild willingly ferve the Lord with all our 
ability, and all our lubftance ; for all that we are, 
and sdl that we have bdone to him. When Da- 
vid, had made a liberal oflfenng for the honour of 
God's worihip, he (aid, '^ Of thine own nave we 
given thee : AH this fiore that we have prepared 
cometh of thine hand : it is all thine own/' 
" Who/' iays the apoftle, •« hath firft given to 
the Lord ? And it fliall be recompenfed to him a« 
gain. For of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things." ** Know ve not/' lays he, ** that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoft, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? For 
ye are bought with a price. Therefore glorify 
God in yourbody,andin your fpirit,whichare his." 

If all our abilities are endowments from his cre- 
ating power, and all our goods are the gifts of his 
bountiful providence, and all our graces are the 
fruits of lus iandifyingfpirit, then we are to em- 
ploy them all in the promotion of his cauie, and 
to the honour of his name. ^ By the grace of 
God," fays faint Paul, ^' I am what I am, and his 
erace beftowed on me was no^ in vain ; but I la- 
boured more abundantly than they all ; yet not I, 
but the grace of God, which was with me." 

We are to do all for Chrifl that he needs from 
us ; for he has done, and flill b doing all for us, 
that we need from him. He has not been back- 
ward to promote our interefl \ we fhould not be 
reluctant to honour his name. He has given him- 
felf a ranfom for us ; in due time, when we were 
without flrengtl^ he died for us ; he has fent his 
gofpel to us for our inflrudion ; he has opened a 
way for our accefs to the throne of God ; he makes 
interc^on for us, when we come to God in his 
name ; he has procured the grace of the divine 
Vol. V. S 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i^9 -' "Niifbtng to be refujed^ 

j^tity which, on our humble application, fie tc4ll 
vouchif^fe for our feaConablc hdpw And ought \i e 
not to give oiyrfdves to him % to employ our time 
and ftrength, all the powers of our body, and 
iaculties of qur n^ind, all our fbbfiance, every 
thin^ that we have, in bis fervke, and to his glo> 
ry ? Can we ever da enough for him, who na» 
done and filtered fo much for us ? •* The love of 
Chrift confhaineth u»,^ feys the apoftle, •* becaufe 
We thus judge, that ir one died for all, then werp 
all dead : and that he died for all, that we w|i(> 
Hv9 Ihould not henceforth Kve to ourielyes, but 
to him who died, an4 vofe 9gain.'' 

'VV'e are to render to Ghrm what he needs, be-« 
caufe we thus co-operate with him In the moft 
^endly and benevolent defign. The woric which 
he is purAiing is of th^ greateft utfllty to us and 
•vr race. The reKripn which h^hps taught, will, fa 
£u: as it prevails, banifh vice and mifery, and in- 
troduce virtue and happine& Thenp is in it noth- 
i^K unkind, malevolent or unfodai, but everjr 
thmg good, beneficent aVd ufefuL k relieves the 
forrows, and heightens th^ ei^oypents of thia 
world where we now dwell j and it prevents mif- 
ery and fecures happing In that world to whicb 
we are going. What Chrift requires of lis iS|^ 
that we obey the rules, and accept the bleffing^ 
of this religion for ourfelves j and that we fiip- 
port the credit, and affift tl^e influence of it a- 
mong others — in a word, that we feek to be hap-: 
py,and ftudy to make others fo. Whjitcanwe da 
better ? If we ought tofervpourgeiieration, theif 
fet us ferveour divine Lord in every thin^ which 
he needs froqi us; for aH that he requires has fomc 
refpeft'to this benevolent end, the^neral good. 

We ihould cheerfully riv^ to him whatever he 
ha3 need of, for thus welhall derive greater bene- 
fit from it, than by. any other application whid^ 
we can maJse of it» 

/Digitized by Google 



3cnB« uu wbffi tbf L6td mw nMf* '39^ 

If we cultivate tlie religion of Chrift in our own 
liearts, we fhall enjoy the peace and hope which 
ipring from it here, and be entitled to the hapfn- 
nefs, which is the reward of it hereafter* If we 
promote this refi^on amone others, we ihall ez« 
perience the fatista^cm of dwelling in the midft 
of juft and good men — ^kind and friendly neigh« 
bours. If we train up our children in the k^owU 
idge and prstfiice of this religion, we ihall havi 
the joy of feebs; tbcat wife, virtuous and uiefrd 
on eaith, and the fuperior joy of believing, Uiat 
they are entitled to a rich inheritance in heaven. 

Every thing which we do for our Lord, will re- 
turn to us hanging a reward with it. 

When we give, to Chrift what he has need o^ 
we are fure it is well beftowed. Our charities to 
men are fomedmes mifapplied. But our iervices 
for Chrift are not only w^U accepted by his good* 
nefs, but well direded by his wifdonu He will 
Conic oa our labours in his caule, and make themi 
in fome way or other, fubfcrvient to his glory 
and our felicity. " Be ye therefore ftedfaft and 
immoveable, always^ abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; for as much as ye know, that your la* 
bour is not in vain in the Lord. Whatfoever ye 
do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and not to men, 
knowing that ot the Lord y^ mall recdive the rt* 
ward ot the inheritance ; for ye ferve the Lord 
Chrift." This we ou^ht to regard as a fufficient 
motive to cheerful diUgence in the work appoint- 
ed us, that we/erve the Lord Cbrlji. " With 
i;ood wiU do fervice as to the Lord, knowing that 
whatfoever ^ood thing any man doth, the fame 
Ikall he receive of the Lord, for with him there 
is no reljpeft of peribns. His word is fure, \n% 
|)romife faithful, his reward glorious. None who 
^ve him, will labour in vain. 
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The Gate of Heaven JlraiU and many Jbut out of it. 



LUKE xnu 94. 

Stme to enter io it tbs ftnitgite ; for many, I &y unto yoa, win Mtk t» < 
ter in, md flitll not be tblc 



„ _iS our Lord paflfed through feveral cities 
and villages of Judea, cm his journey to Jerufk- 
Icni, teaching by the way, there attended him a 
confidcrable number of people, who, fome for one 
reafon, and fome for another, gathered around 
him to hear his difcourfes. Somewhere in his 
journey, a perfon came to him with this queftion, 
** Lord, are there few that be laved ?'* From the 
queftion smd our Lord's anfwer it feems, that the 
man was a Jew, tinAured with the common na- 
tional prejudice, that the Jews, by their covenant- 
relation to God, were entitled to falvatiori ; but 
the gentiles, being ftrangers to the covenant and 
aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, would be 
receded. Often, no doubt, had he heard this doc- 
tnne aflerted amon^ his countrymen ; and he 
wifhed to know Chnft's opinion upon it. As the 
queftion related to the prevailing fentiment of the 
day, Chrift direfted his anfwer to the body of the 
people who attended him. He firft rebuked this 
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uielcifs curiofity concerning the number of the 
fzvedy and called their attention to a matter, which 
was to them of more immediate confequence. 
« Strive to enter in atthc ftnut ^te.** *«Whethcr 
few or many will finally obtain ialvation, take 
care to fecure your own Ihare in it ; for this will 
not depend upon the number of the iaved, but 
upon your own fervent and feafonable application/' 
' Chirft here alludes to a cuftom then obierved in 
attending feafis and marriages. The gueib were 
early invited, and the door of the houie was kept 
open, or opened occafionally, for their reception ; 
but when the bridegroom arrived with his attend- 
ants, or the mafier of the feaft had waited the ap- 
pointed time, the door was fliut, and after this 
no more were admitted. Alluding to this u(age, 
Chrift, in the parable of the virgins, fays, ^^ Wmle 
the foolifh virgins went to buy oil, the bridegrooin 
came. Then they who were ready went in with 
him to the marriage, and the door was ihut. . Af- 
terward came thofe fooliih virgins, laying. Lord, 
Lord, open to us ; but he anfwered, I know you 
not.'* 

' In the words which follow our text, Chrift cor- 
refts that prejudice of the Jews, which gave riie 
to the queftion propofed to him. He tells his 
hearers, that external privileges would intitle no 
man to £ilvation ; that though the Jews enjoyed 
peculiar religious advantages, many of them would 
be excluded from the kingdom of heaven as work-^ 
ers of iniquity, while the gentiles, whom thev 
defpifed, would come from all parts of the world, 
and be made the happy fubje6b of this kingdom. 
Though our Lord waves an an^er to the queftion, 
as it refpe^led the whole number of tl^e faved, yet 
he anfwered it, as it concerned the Jews, warn- 
ing them that their general impenitence would be 
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tSbdr deftniiftioa, while the £iith of mvltitudcB a* 
tfMklg the gentiles woukli>e their (alTatiom 
. When a <|ueftiotiof mere eurioiitywas i^arted 
vi biur Lord^s hearings it wsus hig uiuad prafticei 
to gpive it a rdigiovs tor a, add raife from it fome 
fitofitaMe fUefleaions. This he did in ike isaA be- 
wre lisv Takink occafion £roiii the queftion pro- 
pokd to bim^ WLethet few would be £tved ; he 
«jLhorted \m htaren to ftrire for their owb ialva- 
«t0B ; he fiieifv^d that ouny would fail of thie 
cbjaft: he peiated out the tau&s.of tl^r hSIL 
lire: he eapkined the neceflaiy ^uaUficatione 
ib€ hnvtn; ami he rcprefetited the awiid 
ixmditida of ibofe who flioidd finaUy be (hut out 
«fit. 

The dUbomrfe €t ottr faviour on this fokmu fub- 
jeStj which b contained in our text and the words 
following, I fhall endeavour to illuftrate and appl j« 
It deferves the attendcm of all ; for it as as impor* 
taftt noW^ as when it was firft i{x>ken, and as in- 
tbfefling to Us, aA it wHs to thofe who heard it 
firom the redeemer's moutlu Tou will obferve ; 

f'irfi : The entrance into heaven is by a Jiraii 
gaie. So our Lord defcribes it in our text, and 
alfo in the VXIth ch^ter of Matthew, ^< Strait is 
die gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
to life.'' 

This metaphor is defigned to expreis the diffi* 
cukies which attend a rdi^otts courie, and the 
<^)pofition which may be expeded in the way to 
iiearen* It ma^ aiore immediately regard the 
pecuUar difficulties of the time when the gofpd 
was firft puUifhed. It was then eminently true» 
that thrott^ much tribulation the righteous en- 
tered into the kingdom of God j and they who 
would live godly in Ghrift iefiis muft fuffer perfe- 
cution. The Way fo heaven was then rough aa4 
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An^oiM i and tlitjr who {mrfhed it, fut tli w' 
liiputatioii, inteyeft ud life to hasard* Henc^ 
ttaay were detef red from esteriog upoa it \ aadr 
Aany wbe had entered upon it, were diftovrag^ 
ed tod turned back. 

Through the goodbcft of God, the path of rdU 
^on b now free JfrcKn thoie dangers, which havo 
at fome times attended it \ but ftill ftr^it is tho 
gate, and narrow is the way wluch leads to 1^ 
There are, and there ev^ ^ntt be diflkulties to eiH 
counter, and obftru^lioBs to refift ) and thereforer 
Our Lord's ditecUon is, at ail times, important i 
^ Strive to enter in at the ftralt gate.^ 

1. The terms of eternal life are knSt and in<fif. 
penikble. In thiarefpe& the gale of heaven is caflU 
edikflit. 

Such is the corrupt and depraved fiate of ] 
land by nature, that nothing lefe than a new < 
ation, is required to fit them for the pure and fiilv 
Bme enjoyments of the heavenly world. 80 op**^ 
pc^te is the hd^nefs of heaven to the covrtiptlo* 
of nature, that this new creation, thb renovaiioii 
of the mind, cannot be dii^nfed with. Old thinga 
mufl pa& away, and all thihgs muft become new^ 
The whole fpirit, foul and body muft be ianAified* 
There muft be a fell perfuafion of the truth and . 
authority of the gofpd, an influential beUef of 
ite important dodrines, and a hearty- &taii£loii 
lo its fiunred precepts ; there muft be a deep ftnib 
of, and godiy ibrrow for fin, and a humble s^^ica* 
tion to, and reliance upon the mercy of God for 
pardon ; (here moSt be a temper to hate ftn m att 
Its forms, and to love God in his comjdete char- 
after ; tl^ere muft be an adual renouncing of aft 
known wickednds, and a ddiberate chdice of the 
fervice of God as thereat bufinefr of life. And 
in this Qoiufe of obemence, the great motives of 
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the gofpd, taken from the future wdrld, muft lulve 
a principal influence. In renewed and faiidified 
fouls, a fenfe of prefent infirmity and imperfedion 
will excite a watchfulneis over the thoughts, the 
pailions^ the language and conduft — ^a frequent ex- 
amination of the temper and review of the life ; a 
renewal of fsuth, repentance and felf-dedication $ 
fervent prayer to God ; diligent attendance on 
r.eligiou8 inftitutions ; and ardent afpirations after 
groMTth and improvement in holinefs* 
' This is a brief view of the Chriftian life, as ex« 
hibited in the gofpeL And it may properly be 
called " a ftrait and a narrow way." And, 

2. The way is fliraitened by the oppofitions which 
ufiially are found in it. Though we are not called 
to reuft unto blood flriving againft fin, yet we 
have difficulties to contend with. There are diffi- 
culties which arife from an unhappy education ; 
from frequent examples of vice ; from the influ- 
ence of fenfible objeds ; from the diftradions of 
earthly cares ; from the fcofis and mockeries of 
pro&ne and wicked men ; from the temptations 
Qf evil fpirits j from poverty or riches, or other 
peculiar drcumftances in life. With fome or oth- 
er of thefe difficulties every ferious Chriflian has 
many (:onflids« To bear up againft all this oppo- 
fttion ; to be blamdefs and harmleis in the midffc 
oif a crooked and perverfe generation ; to keq> 
the mind and manners unfpotted from the world ; 
to pais uninfeded through the contagion of cor- 
rupt examples, and to refift the impreffion of 
Iktan's temptations, it requiures conflant vigilance 
and ftrong refolution, accompanied with the fup« 
ports of divine grace. 

In thefe refpe6ks ftrait is the gate, and they who 
enter, muft ftrive with eameftnels, and peifevere 
with patience. 

It does not become us^ however, to magnify 
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the difficulties of religion. It has its trials, and 
it has its encouragements too. We muft view it 
in its fmiling, as well as in its feverer afped. An 
apprehenfioji of its difficulties is neceflary, that wa 
may be awakened from indolence to activity and 
^T^^dadb ; that we may form our refolutions 
with knowledge and judgment, and that we may 
truftin divine grace and not in our own flrength. 
But, on the other hand, we muft contemplate it 
in its inviting drcumftances, that we may not be 
weary and mnt in our minds ; but may embrace 
it with cheerfulnefs,- and deave to it with fixed 
purpofe of heart. 

Let it then be confidered ; 

That whatever difficulties there are in religion, 
they are not fo great, but that by divine grace we 
may overcome them* We are not fumcient of 
Qudelves to think any thing as of ourfelves : we 
are ftrong only in the grace of God ; and his grace 
is fufficient for us — ^It is fuffident to renew our 
hearts, fubdue our corruptions, fortify us againft 
temptations, and carry us through all the dilicuk 
ties which are before us. When we confider the 
weakneis of our nature and the ftraitneis of the 
gate, we may well defpair in ourfelves : but let us, 
at the £ime time, look to God, who can open to 
us an effedual door and carry us (afdy through. 
And in his power and K^ace let us take courage 
and preis forward. As he has commanded us to 
ftrive, we fliall thus conform to his will and aft 
^eeably to his pleafure ; and we may rely on 
his concurring influence. ^ 

It ou^ht alfo to be confidered, that the difficul- 
ties which attend religion lie chiefly within our* 
fdves. They ariiefrom our love of fin, our at« 
tachment to the world, and our averfioq to God's 
cpmmands^^ ^ When, therefore, we are awakened 
Vox. V. T 
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to a fcnfc of the danger of fin, and the imiMtance 
of religion, when our indolence is removed, and 
a ferious folicitude for our falvation takes place, 
a great part of the difficulty is over. When we 
feel an engagednefs of heart to obtain, and a fnfi 
determination to ftrive for heaven, thedifficidtics 
are proportionably abated. Doty b always more 
cafy, as the zeal is more warm and aftive. 

Let it, farther, be remembered, that aa every 
^ood gift is from God, fo hk grace is to be ac- 
knowledged in thofeconvidi<ms, awakenings and 
rdblutions, with which the religious fife muft or-^ 
dinarily begin. And if thefe are from God, they 
who feel them may conclude, that God's fpirit is 
working in them. And doubtlefi he \& wiUkig to 
carry on the work which he has begun. He will 
not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmok- 
ihg flax. Hence the awa^kened and thoughtful 
have new encouragement from the prefent feite of 
their minds, to apply to God for all neceffary fttp. 
plies of grace. Whatever weaknefs they fed, k€ 
them wait on God, and be of good courage, and 
he will ftrengthen their hearts. 

Again : We ihould confider, that the difficid* 
ties of religion are chiefly at firft. When thcf mind 
is habituaUy attettipered to it, then its duties be* 
come pleafant and eafy. If it be hard €0 bring our 
fiubbom necks under Chrift's yoke, yet when we 
have taken it upon us, we ihall find it lighter than 
we imagined, and lighter the longer we wear i€. 
Difficulties, therefore, far from difeoura^ng our 
hearts, Ihould rather animate our refohitifm and 
warm our zeal. 

ReKgion ordinarily requires nafelf-denial ^eat- 
er, than what we cheerfully fiibmit to in our 
common worldly purfuits. Does not the huiband- 
inan exercife more ftrenuous labours ; does not 
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the merchant maintain more conftant vigilance — 
does not the feaman, or the foldier expoie himfelf 
to far greater hardfhips and perils, for a little gain, 
than the goQ>el impofes on the Chrifiian as the 
means of obtaining heaven ? With what alacrity 
the former, animated by^ the profpe£t of temporal 
profit or honour, difcharge the duties of their 
profeifion ! Why may not the latter, with glory 
and immortality in view, as patiently and plea- 
iandy continue in well-doing ? In our worldly 
occupations fuccefs repays our felf denials. More 
amply will dieielf-deniak, watchings and flrivings 
4>f the Chrifiian be. remunerated by his conquefts 
over fin and the world, by his improvements in 
* virtue and holinefi, by the increafe of his fplritual 
hopes, and by the happinefs which awaits him la 
lieaven. 

This was our firfi obfervation, that on account 
of the flraitnefs of the gate, we mufl; firive to en- ^ 
terinto lifsu 

We proceed to obfarve ; 

Secondly : That many will fail of entering in 
at this gate. ^^ Many will feek to enter in, and 
(hall not be able/' . 

What the proportion of the faved will be, the 
fcripture has not told us. There are fome pa0a- 
ges, which reprefent the number as very great. 
John, in his vikon, faw twelve thoufands fealed out 
of each of the tribes of Ifrael ; and, befides thefe, 
a great multitude which no man could number, 
fianding before the throne of God, and clothed 
in white robes : and yet all thefe were only fuch 
as came out of great tribulation. In the w6rd$ 
following the text, our Lord fay«, " They IhaJl 
come from the eaft and from the weft and from 
the north and from the fouth, and Ihall fit down 
in tibe kingdom of God.'" But, on the other 
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hand, there are fome paflages» which give us % 
lad reprefentation of the number of the tniferablcf. 
Our faviour tells us, that Stmdhg thofe who feek to 
enter in at the ftrait gate, there are many who wifi 
not be able — ^that many will go in at the broad gate^ 
Which leads to deftruAion — that manyj at the laft 
tlay, will feek admiffion into his kingdom, whon(k 
he will tejed as workers of iniquity. Thefc paf- 
fages, however, exptefi the a^slute^ rather than 
the comparative number of the miferable. There 
are other texts, which ittm to reprefent the num- 
ber of the happy as finall in a comparative view. 
Our iavtoUr (ays, ^ Many are called, hXxtfew ar6 
chofen." " Strait is the gate and narrow b th* 
Way which leadeth to Itfe^ and few there be who 
find It. Brdad is the gats which leadeth to de- 
ftrudion, and nuzny there be, who go in thereat.*' 
But thefe expreflions may be fuppofed father to 
refpeA the ftate of mankind in particular placed 
and at particular times, than their general fiate in 
all ages. Of the Jewifli nation in the days of 
Chrift and his apoftles, it was eminently true^ 
that few found the way to life \ and though thejr 
were generally called, few obeyed. ^ The gen*- 
tiles, who had not followed after righteouffieis, 
iattained unto righteoulhefs, even the righteouiheft 
which is of faith \ but Ifrtel who followed after 
the law of righteoufoeis, attained not to it, be^ 
caufe they fought it riot by faith, but by the 
deeds of the law.*' Hence the apoftle applies to 
them what God fpake of their fathers by the proph-^ 
fet, ** I have referved to myfdf feven thou&nd 
men, who have not bowed the knee to Baal :" 
«« Even fo alfo, at this prefent time, there is a 
Iremnant according to the dediion of grace/* 

However, if we confider, how great a part of 
ihe world, as £ur as hiflory affords us Ught^ haVt 
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iti aB ages been funk in ignorance, fuper^tion and 
i^ce-^now great a number of thofe who prefab 
the trlie religion^ have corrupted its purity— how 
many of thofe who retain the knowledge of the 
truth, are wholly uninfluenced by it ; we ihall 
have but a melanchoily view of mankind ; and 
fluD fee reafon to fear, that the alarming words 
of our iaviour already mentioned, have been ap- 
plicable to moft periods, and remain applicabit to 
our own times. 

Amidft our gloomy af^rehenfions, it is no fmall 
consolation to believe, that theire is a day coming, 
when the gofpel will have a more extenuvefpread 
in the world, and a more powerful influence on 
the hearts of men. And if we take into the 
eftimate this happy period of the church, which 
the fcripture promifes, and which, it ieems, will 
be of long duration, perhaps the whole number 
io£ the faved will far exceed the number of thofe 
who are loft. 

But whether the number be comparatively great 
or fmaU, let each one attend to himfdf, and 
work out hb own fidvation with fear and trem* 
bling^ The terms of felvation are the iame, 
whether thofe who comply with them be many 
or few. The number of the £ived, be it ever fo 
great, will be no fecurity to thofe who negled 
their falvation ; be it ever fo fmall, it will not 
endanger thofe who rq)eht and obey the gofpd« 
The duty, which alike concerns us all, our Iaviour 
has pointed out in our text j ** Strive to enter in 
at the ftrait gate, for many will feek to enter in 
and ihall not be able." 

If there arc many who will be loft, let each 
One fear for himfelf, left he fliould be found in 
that unhappy number. The apoftle foeaks of 
feme who could not enter into God's reic becaufe 
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of unbelief. "^ ThereforV fiiysiie, ''let us aUb 
&ar, left, % promife beiag left us (^ entering in- 
to dkis i:h^ any of us ftould ieem tocome moit 
of it.'' Ovr danger does not arife fiFom the auHi- 
ber wluch will perifli, but from our own unbelief 
and ifiapeniteace. '' The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation ; and how to 
Werve the unjulb unto the day of judgment to 
be punilhfid.^' But fiall the warfilin£s whidi the 
(cripture has given us, thut there wul be found, 
at the laft <day, many workers of inii^uity, who 
will be caft into utter darkneis, ihould fill every 
firai wkfa a deep folicitude for himfidtf, and awak- 
en in him an immediate care to flee from the 
wrath to come. For this purpofe the fcripture 
has announced them to us : and to this purpoie 
we iibould apply them. 

When Chrift admonished his diCdples, that 
one of them would betray him^ and prove a fon 
of perdition, each enquired. Lord, is it I ? When 
he alfo admoniihes us, that many wiU be rejeded 
as workers of iniquity, let us all make the fya^ 
perfonad application— -the £ime home-felt enquiry. 
To judge whether we are invdved in this dangier, 
we need not go £u: ; we need not attempt an in- 
veiUigationof the fecret purpofes of God ; we are 
only to iearch and examine ourfelves. If fia 
reigns within us, the wrath of God abides on us. 
If we have renounced the dominion of fin, we 
are delivered from the wrath to come. 

It is the decree of God, that they who doliis 
commandments fhall enter through the gates into 
the heavenly city j but whofoever defile themfelves 
and work abomination Ihall be (hut out, and cafi 
into utter darknefs. This is the only decree, in 
which the prefent enquiry is concerned — the only 
decree by which we can judge of our danger, or 
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fafety. This i& not a fecret, but a repealed decree. 
By uns let u» govern our condu^ On this let 
us ground our hopes, or our fears, according as 
we find our character. God will not depart from 
it ; for he is t>f one mind ; none can turn him. 
We cannot alter it, for it is founded in the nature 
of God. The change muft be in us. Let us by 
£iith embrace the promife of Ckid, and by repen^ 
tance renounce the praSioc of fin,, and thus giving 
all diligence, add to our faith all the virtues and 
works of the gofpel ; in this progrefs we ihall make 
our calling and eledion fure, and fhall never fall, 
but an entrance will be miniftred to us abundant- 
ly into the kingdom of Chrift. 
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SERMON XI. 



V)e Caufis^ why many who feek^ canmt enter at 
tbeftroH Gate. 



.«4»N(h4^4M 



LUKE xiii. t4. 



Gttiw to«lBriaitdieanitg«e: for amy, I fryonloyoiH vill liidi to 
cottr in, md (hall not be able. 



HE entrance into heaven is here repre* 
fented as a ftnut gate« It is fo called, becaufe the 
terms of admiflion are ftrid and indifpepfable } 
and tn the way thither much oppofitioh is to be 
expeded 

Our Lord warns us, that there are many, who 
will £ul of entering in at this gate. Hence he 
commands us to finve for an entrance, left we be 
found among the unhappy number^ which ihall 
be excluded. 

Thefe obfervations have, in a former difcourfe, 
been ittuftrated and applied. 

We now proceed to obferve. 

Thirdly : Our faviour, for our caution^ points 
out the caufesj why many wiO not enter in at the 
ftrait gate. Thefe are negligence^ dilatorinefs and 
falfe dependence. 

I. One caufe, why many fail of (alvation, is 
negligence. *« Strivfy' fays our Lord, " for many 
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will Jeei to enter, and (hall not be able. Seeking 
is a word often ufed to expreft the whole condi- 
tion of falvation : but here it is ufed in a lower 
fenfe, and in difiindion from Jiriving. 

The latter is a word, which imports the greats 
efteameftnels — ^the moil vigorous exertion, like 
that which combatants ufe, when they are con- 
tending for the mafiery. There is a promiie of 
eternal life to them who leek it j but it is only to 
them who feek it firft, and in preference to all 
earthly intereftsp-^o them who teek it diligently, 
and by a patient continuance in weUdoing-— to 
them who feek it betimes,* and while it mav be 
found. TbUJeeking is the lame 2& Jiriving. There 
is a carelels kind of feeking, which wul not be 
fuccefifuL Our £iviour fpeaks of fome, who 
Ihall feek him, and yet Ihall die in their fins-— of 
fome who feek him, not for the fpiritual bleflings 
which he beftows, but for inferior ends. If they 
feck the kingdom of heaven, yet they firft feek 
what they Ihall eat and drink. 

Under the light of revelation, it is probable, 
there are few, but who have an intention to ob- 
tain heaven. Depraved a9 human nature is, few 
are fo abandoned to ftupidity-— fo loft to the fen- 
timents of happinels and mifery, as to feel no im- 
preffion from the terrors of the world to come. 
To dwell with devouring fire, with everlafting 
burningsis fo tremendous a thought, that even care- 
lels finners are fometimes afraid. They wilh to 
efcape the awfiil fcene, which the gofpd opens to 
their view. In their ferious hours they form fome 
purpofes of repentance, they make fome addreff- 
es to the God of mercy, and they think of turn- 
ing to a virtuous life. But their refolutions, 
prayers and endeavors are faint, tranfient and inef- 
fediual. If they nuy be fiiid to feek heaven ; yet they 
Vol. V. U 
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do not Jirive for h, whh that engagadndb ^f 
heart, that conftancy of rdbhition, that perfever* 
ance of applkatiofH with wKkb combatants con^ 
tend for vidory, or with whic)i men ordinardy 
puriue their worldly ends. If they feeh, yet they 
fbek not firft the kingdom of God« If they attend 
^t aU to the care of their fouls, yet they attend' 
iiot to it as the one thing needfuL There is no^ 
reafon to think, that fuc^ a feeking as this, witt 
aviiL The gofpel injoins a different kind of ieek'* 
ing. •* Strive to^ enter in at the ftrait gate/* 
*^ So HHi that ye may obtain.** *^ Labour not for 
the meat which perifhes, bol for that which en- 
dures to everlafting Hfe/^ " The kingdom of 
heaven fuffers viotence, and the vic^nt fake k by 
fcrcc— ^thcy prefs into it." This is the feeking 
which God requires, and in no other way can we 
promife ourfelvcs fuccefs. 

The objeft ki view is fo gresA, that our prayer» 
to obtiun it cannot be too importunate — our la* 
bours to fecure it cannot be too eameft, conftant 
and perfevering. 

We need not fear, that we fliafi ftrive witk too* 
much engagedn^. But we muft be earefel that 
we place not a wrong kind of dependance on our 
ftriving. We may hope for fucce^, wh«i we 
feek with carneftnefs and diligence, becauft Go<I 
has required us thus to leek. But fl3i we muft 
remember that we are unworthy ereaturea — thafe 
our fins have forfeited every Ueffing— ^hat what-- 
ever good we obtain, it is a gift ei grace — that 
we have no claim on God's }ufti€e in virtue eiF 
any thing we have done, nor any daim on hi& 
promife, till we have ad:uaUy coinpKed with the 
terms of it ; and, that as long as we remaiH ilift- 
penitent, we are expofed to the condemnalida of 
God^s. law^ whatever pains to eftape it we have 
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taken. We are to ftrive earfiefllyy bvt kuftibly | 
we aire to rely not on the value of whjit we have 
done to obtain ialvation, but on the grace of God, 
who has offered falvation to us, awakened our de- 
fires to fecuxe Sty and exdted our diligence ia 
feekii^it. 

If we indiike the proud thought, thJit God 
would be-unjuft and cruel^ to deny U6 falvatiob 
after we have done fo much in the bufindis— knt 
that he is unkind to keep us fd long in fear ind 
fid^nfe^ when we have been ib importunate fot 
the aflurance of hc^«'K>r that he is partial in wkh« 
hokling frotn us thofe comforts and joys, which 
otbers have obtut^ in a fliorter time ajid with 
IcGi pains ; we then turn Our fhrivings into a vaiA 
and o&nfive felf*righteottfBefs ; we difiionour God^ 
and defeat the otherwife hopeful fuccels of our 
endeiivours ; we difcover the iame haughty and 
knpatient fpirit, which God condemns in fomd 
andent hypocrites. ^' Tour words have betn ftout 
againft me«-^Ye have fiid. It is vain to ferve God : 
and what profit is it, that we have kept his ordi-* 
nance, and that we have walked mournfully be^ 
fore the Lord of hofts i And now we caU the 
proud happy ; yea, they who tempt God are t* 
ven deUvered.'' 

a. Another caufe why many will )iot b6 able t^ 
^nter^ ia diiatorme/s. ^^ Strive^** £iys our Lord^ 
firive now^ *^ for many wiil fkek^'* mil feek ibert* 
^fier^ and ^^ &aU not be able to come in/' 

But why fhall they not be able ? Becaufe the 
door will then be (hut. Thus it is added, ^^ when 
omte the mafier of the houfe has riien up and has 
ftttt to the door ; and ye begin to (land without^ 
and to knock at the door, laying^ Lord, Lord^ 
<qpen to u§ J then fliall he fay unto you, I know 
you not whence ye aif»'' You wiU here ofatcrve^ 
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for it is worthy to be obfcrvcd for your encouN 
ajgement. as well as for vour caution, that Chrift 
oocs not lay, *• Strive, for many who new ftrivc, 
willfadL" But " ftrivc, for many wi//, at anoth- 
er day, feek to enter, and Ihall not be able.'' 
Here is no intimation, that your prefent ftriving 
as of doubtibi fuccefi : but a fdenm warning, 
that there will be a future feeking, which ihall be 
uaavailing. 

There are few, I believe, who entirely give up 
the purpofes of religion. Though they fied a 
prefent dii^dination, or indiffisrence to it, they 
have a fecret defign to engage in it by and by. 
They know they muft die ; and they cannot but 
fufpe£t, at leaft, that there is fomething feriouS 
and important to follow after death. Forfo great 
and certain an event as death they wifh to be pre- 
pared. They, however, fee no reafon to conclude, 
but that they may live fome years longer : or, if 
death fliould come fooner than they exped, they 
hope it will make a gradual approach and give 
them fome warning ; fo that they may at laft re- 
fort to the refuge of a death-bed repentance. 
Thus raihly prefuming on a future opportunity, 
they delay to fecure an entrance, until the door is 
fliut. Then they will cry for admiffion ; but, 
alas ! they will cry in vain. ^^ In that day, ma- 
ny will fay to Chrift, Lord, Lord, open to us ; 
but he will anfwer, I know you not«" 

By the day here mentioned may be intended 
the day of final judgment, when all muft appear 
before Chrift to receive according to the deeds 
done in the body ; or the day of death, when 
confdous finners feel themfelves going to the aw« 
fill prefence of their judge. The latter witt be an 
event as dedfive as the former. This will termi* 
nate thdr probati(Mi, and fix their eternal condi- 
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tion. In this extremity many, who defpiied the 
voice of merqr, while it pleaded with them, will 
plead in vaiii for that mercy which they have de- 
fpifed. ^ When diftreis and anguiih come upon 
them ; then," £iys wifdom, ^^ ihall they call up- 
on me, but 1 will not anfwer ; they ihall feek me, 
but fliall not find me ; for that they hated knowU 
edge, and did not choole the fear of the Lord.? ' 
We will not, indeed, prefume to fay, what the 
mercy of God may do for finners. We hope, it 
may arreft anddehver fome in the lateft period of 
a guilty life. But if we confider, that the death- 
bed confefliohs and prayers of the guilty ufually 
proceed from the terrors of impending deftruAiony 
rather than from a* calm and fober fenfe of iin ; 
that their repentance, in fuch a fituation, is or* 
dinarily attended with much perplexity of mind, 
and confufion of thought j that there is a moft 
criminal abufe of God's mercy and patience in de- 
laying repentance to fo late and unfeafonable a time; 
that proraifing appearances made in ficknels are 
often difiipated by returning health } that the 
powers of the nund, in fuch a condition, are very 
uncertain ; that ftupidity on the one hand, or 
defpair on the other, may incapacitate finners for 
any religious exercifes, and that the fuddennefs of 
their dotth may prevent the application of this in- 
tended remedy ; we muft fee that the leafi confi- 
dence in it is the madnefs of prefumption. They 
may not have an \>pportunity, or a capacity to 
cry for mercy, when death comes, or they may 
cry and not be heard. Or, if dying prayers may 
be accepted ; yet this is certain, death will eternally 
feal the guilt and fix the doom of thofe who die 
impenitent in thdr fins, and no entreaties will, af- 
ter that, be regarded. The workers of iniquity 
jfittft go away into everlafting puaifliment* They 
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who will not ctMne to the dkrone of graco for paf« 
4km^ wifi find no grace at the throne of juftice« 
• 3« Fsife (dependincts ore another .ciiufe of the de* 
firudkm of anners. ^^ Many wiH fiaAd without 
and knock kt the ddor^ &yuig» LdOrd, open to us ; 
and he fliall infwer, I know you not^ whence 70 
are. Then fiiaU they begin to fay^ We have eat* 
eH tad drunk in thy prefeiice^ and thou haft 
taught in our fireete. But he fliall £iy^ I tell you, 
I know you not j dq>art from me.'* 

Thefe words of our iavk)ur afe defimed to 
fliew^ bow much dependanoe many wiU pate on 
their profeffed relation to Chrift» their tiqoyvQcnIt 
of 4^ritual nrivileges^ and their attendance on 
Inflitttted oroinahcesi Such ccmfidence ildll they 
bave in thefe tiiinfi;s^ that they will hardly be un^ 
deceived, wheft tkey find themfelves in anothcar 
world. But this confidence^ fixong aB it is, wiU 
utterly fail them* Chrift will lay to them, ^ i 
know you not.** 

As loi^ ts men iktisfy therafdves with a loo&i 
partial, careleft religion, they will not flxive to 
enter heaven by the ftrait gate, for they hope to 
enter by a wide gate-^^they will not fubnut to the 
ftricl ternw of the goipel, for they have propofed 
to themfelves ea%r terms# if they tnift in their 
profeffion^ their privileges^ their obfinrvance of or*' 
diuances, thdr performance of external dutia« 
their freedom from gtofe vices, or any thing ihcnrt 
<tf the rdigion of the goipd, they will rejed, as 
impertinent to t&gir csLfe^ this command of Chrifl:^ 
^ Strive to eater in at the ftrsut glte/' faecaufe 
they imagine, they have fecuvdan entrance by a 
freer pafltf e. 

Be carelul^ then, that you form juft conception 
of the .nature of religion— *that you gain an ac- 
quaintance with your own iieartS'^-'aQd that yo« 
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kuld your hopes on the faundatioii of God'» 
word. Bie p^ fuaded to makae religion a ierious 
fattfinefs^ and to ftrive for an entrance at the fbait 
gate ; for this is the only pafiage into the kins'* 
Som of heaTGB. Wait not until the door is ihut» 
I>elay not at aB, for you know not when the 
door win be (hut. Aik and knock, while mercy 
fianda at the sate to invite you in, and to tell 
^u that ftiU there is room^ Hear her voice whUe 
It b called to day, and harden not your hearts. 
Kno^the thinps of your peace in thu your day,, 
Mb they be hidden from your eyes. Behold, 
now is the day of £dvation» If you negled thia 
great fatvation, how w91 you efcape i 

Fourthly. The next tlwig whidi faXs under 
oor coniideration, is the tharoEier of thole whom 
our Lord wiU rd|e6fc, and of thofe whom he witt 
admit, at the lalt day. ^ I teU you I know yo« 
not^-«depart from me all workers of iniquity/^ 
The reverfe of this is the charader of thofe whom 
he will receive : they are workers of righteouf» 
Bcfs. Sa he inftruds us. ^ Not every oae that 
fiith unto roe. Lord, Lord, ihall enter into the 
kiBgdofo of heaven ; but he that doth the will 
of my father, who b in heaven.** 

You wiB obferv^, that thofe whom Chrifl ex- 
CJNkles from his kingdom are workers of iniquity* 
Sin is their work^ their k^nefs^ their delight. 

Good men often £U) into particular zoa of fin, 
but they are not workers of it, or fervants to it to 
obey it in the hifts thereof 'They may be over- 
taken with it, when they, in general, flee ftom 
it ; but they do not purfue it with a defire to 
overtake and embrace it. In this fenfe John &ys» 
^ He that b bom oi God doth not commit nn, 
for hb feed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, 
beeaufehe bbom of God." There b in him ^ 
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prindt^Ie which oppofes iin. He does not com-* 
mit or pradife un as a fervant of it ; but he , 
watches againft it, (huns the known temptaf ion& ' 
to it, abftsuns from the appearance of it ; and, 
whenever he is drawn into it, he reflefts upon it 
with humiliation for it, with repentance of it^ 
with prayers for grace to preferve him from it^ 
and with refolutions to keep himielf. Thofe im* 
perfeftions and mifcarriages, which are not al- 
lowed and indulged, but are ibon followed with 
penitent reflections and humble refolutions, do 
not denominate us workers of iniquity, and will 
not exclude us from the kingdom of Chrifi ; for 
thefe are not inconfiftent with a principle of faith 
and holinefi in the heart ; but are uddent to 
iandified fouls in this imperfeft fiate. They are 
the works of that law in the members, which 
wars againft the law; of the mind. 

We may &rther obferve, that all workers of 
iniquity will be condemned. Not one habitual 
iinner-— not one, who knowingly lives in wick- 
ednefs, and finally dies in impenitence, will be 
admitted into heaven. It b not merdy this or 
that fin ; but it is any and every fin indulged and 
allowed, which fliuts the door againft men.- Yoq 
think, perhaps, that you ihall enter in at the gate, 
becaufe you are not a drunkard, an extortioner, 
a thief, a liar. But remember, other vidous 
charaders are exduded as well as thefe. If there 
be any one kind of iniquity, which you love and 
•pradice, and which you rdFufe to renounce, there 
is ho place in heaven for you ; for nothing enters 
there which defiles 'or works abomination.—- 
** Know ye riot,'* fays the apoftle, " that the un- 
righteous fliaU not inherit the kingdom of God ? 
Be not deceived : ndther fornicators, nor idola- 
ters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor thieves^ 
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nor ^oifs^JWSf mat druak^rd^^ ndr rcvilers, nor 
extortioners, fhall inherit the kingdom of God." 
Tou will obfisrve, the apoftle does not hy^ that 
the man in whon^ all th^fe vicious charaders meet^ 
but the m^n to whom any one of them belongs^ 
will b^ excluded from the kingdom of dory. If 
U^ere be any one iln, which you cheriih and rc^ 
tain, your fouls ^re guilty and defiled ; and be- 
fore you <:an enter into heaven^ you muft be 
wafli^, jufii^dand fandified in the name of the 
l^rd Jefi^Bi and by the fpirit of God* Saint John 
feys, "They who do God*3 commandments," 
t^y who have refped to them all without referve^ 
** ihal} enter thrpugh the gates iato the city 5 for 
without 9re dog^, and forcerers, and adulterer^t 
and murderers, nnd idolaters^ and whatfpever 
bveth and maketl> a lie/* 

Tqu fee, thep» that, whatever duties you ieem 
to perform} and whatever ijualifications, you 
thinkj you pofleis j if you be not new creatures—^ 
if you have uot the love of God in your hearts ; 
but flSU retain fome known wickednefs, fome 
ftvorite lull ; ypu cannot enter through the ftrait 

Though you make a good profeSon, yet if 
ypur heartg aiid lives be not conformed to it, — 
though you ^1 Cbrift y wr Lord, yet if you do 
not the things which he lays, he will difown you 
as npoc of hi^. . '^ Behold, thou art called a Jew," 
lays the apofUe, ^' and refteft in the law, and mak- 
eft thy bojift of God— <ircumciiion varily profit- 
ed!, if thou keep the law ; but if thou be a break* 
er of the law, thy circuouriiion is become uncir- 
cunacifion. For he 19 not a Jew who is one out- 
wardly, neither is th^t circumcifion which is out- 
ward in the flefh ; but he is a Jew, who is one in- 
wardly. aqd circumcifion is that of the heart, in 
Vol, Y. * W 
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the fpirity and not tn the letter, whole praife is noC 
of men, but of God.*' 

The higheft attainments in knowledge will not 
avail to your acceptance, without a correfpondent 
temper and practice. Though you hear Ghrift 
teaching in your ftreets, as well as in his own 
houfe, and attend upon his inftruAions both in 
feafon and out of feafon ; yet if you regard not 
the things which he fays, he will profcfs unto 
ygu, that he never knew you. They who hear 
his fayings and do them not, are like a man, who 
builds his houfe on the fiuid.^ They only are ble^ 
ed, who hear his word and keep \u Though 
you have all knowledge, and Underftand all myfie- 
ties, yet without charity, you are nothing. 

Farther ; Though you fiiould be greatly awak-' 
ened in hearing the word, and ihould feel pun« 
gent convidHons of fin and ftrong terrors from the 
reprefentations of hell and judgment ; yet if thefe 
fenfations die away, and leave your hearts un- 
changed, and your lives unreformed, you have 
no claim to heaven. When Paul reafoned of 
righteoufneis, temperance i^nd the judgment to* 
come, Felix trembled. But he foon difmified the 
folemn fubfeft for the prefent j and we do not 
learn, that he ever refumed it. Judas felt tlie an- 
guiih and horror of guilt > but he remained a fon 
of perdition, and is gone to his place. 

Yea ; though you ifaould not only be* alarmed 
by the threatenings, but alfo comforted by the 
promifes of the gofpel ; yet if there be not an a-, 
biding conformity to its holy precepts, your guilt 
remans. We read of foftie, who not only hear 
the word, but receive it with joy, and yet have 
no root in themfelves. Thefe, in a time of tempt- 
ation, fall away; They are like ftony ground, in- 
which the feed ibwn fprinss up fpeedily ; but be- 
caufe it has no root, it withers and dies. 
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However ftrkl and regular you are in your at- 
tendance on the duties of devotion and the ordi- 
nances of Chrift, if your hearts be not devoted 
to him, your claims to heaven will be rejefted. 
There are fome who eat and drink in his pre(^ 
ence, and ftill remain workers of iniquity. In 
Chrift neither drcumcifion^ nor uncircumcifion 
availeth any thing, hut a new creature. Devo- 
tional duties are highly important as the means of 
holinefs> but if you mbftitute them in the place 
of holinefs, and make the whole of your religion 
to coniifi in them, they then become unprofitable 
and vain. 

And, finally, whatever you do in reli^on, if 
you be not influenced by the motives which the 
gofpel prqpofes to you — ^motives taken from the 
charafter of God, and your relation to him — 
from the things which he has done for you, and 
the glorious hopes which he has fet before you— 
if inftead of thefe motives, you admit only thofe 
which refped the prcfent wcMrld ; your religion is 
but external % it has no place In the heart, and 
will not be accepted of that holy being, who re- 
quires truth in the inward parts. 

As we have violated the purity, and incurred 
the penalty of the divine law, we muft know, 
that our prefent repentance and future obedience 
cannot be xht^ound of our pardon here, nor of 
our happinefs hereafter. This muft be the free 
mercy of God, which he exerdfes toward finners 
through the facrifice of Jefus Chrift. We arc 
never to confider any thing which we do, as 
having the leaft degree of meritoriQus influence 
in procuring our falvation ; but we are to afcribe 
this, in every ftage of its progrefe, to the grace of 
God in the redeemer. 

Perfonal holinefs, however, is a neceflary quaU 
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ificatlon for heavctt, for withotit h wc are inca- 
pable of the fpiritual felicity there to be enjoyed. 

Our works of righteotiuidis are neceflkrv hx&tt 
Of that repentince and £dtli by which we become 
ititerefted in the purchafed and ptomifed falvatioit. 
Whatever pretenfions we may Uiake to forroW 
for An, and reliance on the Saviour, if ftili we 
are workers of iniquity, we never have forrowed 
after a godly fort, nor bdidved to the favlng of 
the fouL 

Befides ; as the pubtick procefi of the laft day 
is deligned to be a revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God ; therefore our works wiU be 
the matter of the flnal enquiry, and on thefe the 
judgment will proceed, for thefe only are vliiMd 
to others. Hence it is faid, that '« God wltt judge 
the world in righteoulhefe, and render to every 
man according to his works ; and according to the 
deeds done in the body ; and every man mafl re- 
ceive according to that he hath done^ whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.** 

We fee, then, what is neceffary to our finding 
admiflion into heaven through the firait gate. 
We muft renounce fin with godly forrow, rep«ur td 
the faviour with humble faith in his righteoufnels, 
yield ourfelves to God to ferve him in new obe- 
dience, refolve, in reliance on his grace, to depart 
from ^//iniquity, and conform to the whole will of 
God, and in hope of eternal life Which God has 
promifed, patiently continue in well-dding, and be 
faithful to the death. Thus we ihall receive the 
crown of life. 
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SERMON XIl. 



the awftd Condition of thofe who Jhatl be exckded 
from the kingdom of Heavien. 



LURE km* 9^» 

ilAv€ td enter in a£ die (Irait gate ; for niaily, t lay unto you, wUl Ml to 
enieftn, attd Ihirit tiot be able. 



jj ftOM thefe words we have obferved, 

Thitour entrance into heaven is by z^rait gate 
—that there ate many^ who will fail of entering 
Ml at this gate-^that the caufes of their mifcar- 
riage will be negligence^ delays and falfe dependence 
—That the charaaer of fuch as will be excluded 
is workers of iniquity. 

Thefe oblervations have already been illuftrated« 
We will now. 

Fifthly ; attend to the reprefentation, which our 
Lord makes of the awful condition of thofe who 
ihatt be excluded from his heavenly kingdom. 

When we attend to this repreientatidn, it would 
be well, that we ihould conuder it as a ferious re- 
ality, not a fanciful fidion. As it is made by the 
fon of God himielf, who came to be our teacher, 
and who is i^pointed to be our judge, we may. 
be aflured, that it was intended, not for our a* 
mufement, but for our Warning. 
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I. He warns us, that impenitent finners at the 

^ laft day, will be ibrely diUppointed — will meet 

with a doom, which they Uttle expeded, and 

which they did not really believe, though it had 

been declared to them. 

When the door is fliut, ** they will ftand with- 
out, and knock at the door, ikying. Lord, Lord, 
open to us : but he fhall i^y, I know you not^ 
whence ye are. Then ihall they begin to (ay, Wc 
have eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and thou 
haft taught in our ftreets \ but he ihall anfwer 
them, I tell yom« I know you not ; depart from 
me, all workers of iniquity." Such a bold con- 
6dence will many carry with them, that they will 
dare to repeat thdr application and 'urge their 
claim for admittance, even after denial. When 
they recdve the repulfe, they wiU hardly believe 
It is riven in earneft. ^ ' 

It IS probable, that thore are few in this world, 
who ferioufly think, they are iii much danger of 
mifery in another. Can it be imagined, that, un- 
der fuch an apprehenfion, men would poifefs that 
eafe and tranquillity, and purfue the pleafures and 
mterefts of the world with that avidity and con- 
ftancy, which are generrily to be feen ? The un^ 
cpncernedne(s with refpeft to things of futurity, 
and theengagcdnefs with refpeft to things of time, 
every where fo apparent, are ftrong indications, 
either that men in general do not believe a ffiture 
ftate of rewards and punifhments, or that they 
feldom think of it with any degree of attention, 
or that they flatter themfelves with the idea of a 
prefent title to, or with the hope of a future pre- 
paration for happinefs in the world to come. 
When therefore they arrive to that world, and 
6nd the reality of thofe things which once they 
disbelieved, and the importance of thofe things 
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which they never laid to heart ; or perceive that 
the hopes on which they lived were all delufive^ 
and the prefumptions which they entertained were 
rafli and unfounded ;. what aftonilhment and con- 
fiifion will overwhelm them ? Even in the prefent 
Ufe, nothing is more painiFul, than thedi&ppoint* 
ment of high wrought hopes. The lofs of any 
temporal good is more feverely felt in proportion 
to • the confidence which we placed in it. A calam^ 
ity, which we could have borne with patience, if 
we had forefeen its approach, is infupportable 
when it comes by furpnze» What amazement^ 
then, will feize — ^what anguiih will wring the 
hearts of prefumptuous, deluded and unthinking 
fihners, when they find themfelves, contrary ta 
alt their expedations, Ihut out of heaven, and 
configned to eternal cfarknefi. 

Sinners of every defcription will meet with an 
unexpefled fate. Infidels, who taid in their hearts, 
there is no God — ^no judgment — no future pun- 
iflimezvt, will now fee, that there is a righteous 
and a holy God able to judge and condemn them, 
and a place of awful punifliment prepared to re- 
ceive them — they will now fee, that thegofpel', 
which they defpifed as a fij6lion, is therevdation 
of God ; and that the folenm dodrines, which 
they treated as idle tales, are words of truth and 
fobemefs. They now can be infidels no longer r 
they believe and tremble. 

They who prefuming on the mercy of God, 
emboldened themfelves to commit iniquity, will 
fee, that he isjuft and holy, as well as kind and 
gracious ; that aS he is abundant in goodnefs, fo* 
he wilt by no means clear the guilty. 

The negligent and dilatory, who grounded 
their hopes on future opportunities of repentance j 
and, becaufe fentence againft their evil works. 
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tkras not executed fpeedsly, encouraged their bMrti 
to continue in impenitence, thefis wiU iee, that 
QoA is not to be tnocked-*-r^hat he wiU sot ali> 
ways bear the infolence and ingratitude oi thofis 
who dare to trifle with his forb^urance. 

Thefecure and thoughtlefs will now be awakr 
ened from their ftupidity by that wrath whiiidi 
oomes i^pofi them fuddenly, while they promised 
themfelves peace and iafety, 

Coufidcnt hypocrites will now hear their dsdm 
ntedied and their reafsfiings confounded; and 
while they are but beginning to urge their vain 
pleas, their mouths will be flopped. 

How cautious Ihould we be, that we rccate not 
to ofur&lves a hkk peace by indulging ibif ^ttery^ 
Tain pride, rafh prefumption, or thoughtlefi ilu* 
pidity ? We thus not only lay an ob&mdaon in 
the way of our repentance, bi4 xsender our con- 
d^nmation more intoleraUe* 

%. The mi£ery of impenitent finnens will be 
greatly aggravated by the remembruce of pafl: 
opportunities to obtain lalvstion. 

When our Lord fays, ^ The mafter of the hou& 
will flliut to the door,'' he fignifies, thai, there is a 
time, when the door is open. The cries, winch 
heputs into the mouths of the ezduded, ^ I^rd* 
Lord, open to us^', import, how defixtms they 
win be of admiflion, after it ^ too late. 

My friends, the great lung has prepared a baa^ 
quct J hkiatlings ai^ kmedrrXhis wine is mingled 
-whis tabl^ is iumifhed«-^na]l things are nrady* 
Yott are among thofe >vho are invited. You have 
beeq, and ftill are called to be his guefts.^ The 
door of his houfe is now open^ and to you he rer 
peats his calls ; *^ Wholb is &EnpLs, let him turn 
in hither ; and whofe wanteth underftanding, let 
htm come, and eat of my bread, and drink m the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Scrm. XII. - as are excluded. . 1^9 

wine which I have mingled. Let him forfake the 
foolilh and live, and go in the way of underftand- 
ing." It is his gracious pleafure, that his houfe 
ihouid be filled. He commands his lervants to go 
forth, and bid all whom they find, and even com- 
pel them to come in. Yon have heard the invi- 
tation. Why do you delay ? What is the bufine&, 
or the pleafure wmch detains you. Go now ; the 
door may foon be fhut. Then, while the happy 
guefts are rejoicing, in the pr^ence, and ieaiting 
at the table of thdr Lord, you will ftand lament- 
ing without in the dark and (lormy night, void 
of tomfort, void of hope. 

This is the bright feafon of God's patience and 
ci your hope. It is now an accepted time. Par* 
don and glory are offered ; repentance and obedi- 
ence are urged. God's providence warns you, 
his word invites you, his fpirit ftrives with you, 
and his merty waits on you. But this clearr-^his 
fmiling day is coming to an end ; with many it Ls 
far fpent. If you ihouid let it pafs away negleded, 
you will be ihut out in utter darknefs. With 
what anguifh then will you remember the paft 
calls of mercy which you have defpifed, the pall: 
ftrivings of the fpirit which you have refilled, 
the paft forbearance of God which you have abiif^ 
ed ? Will you not mourn at the laft, when your 
flelh and your body arc confumed, and your foul 
and fpirit are tormented ? Will you not lament in 
the language of the defpairing youth in the Prov* 
erbs ; ^ How have I hated inftruction, and my 
heart defpifed reproof? I have not obeyed 
the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine /ear 
to them who inftruciied me.** " Look diligently," 
then, ^^ left any man fail of the grace of God ; 
left any root of bitternefs fpringing up, trouble 
you, and thereby many be defiled ; left there be 
Vol. V. X 
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any profane perfon> as Eiau, who for one moT' 
fel of meat fold his birthright j for yoo knoMr 
how that afterward^ when he would have inherit* 
ed the bleffing, he was rejected ; for he found 
no place of repentance/^ or change of purpofe in 
his father, '^ though he fought tbebleifing careful- 
ly with tears*" 

3. Out Saviour warns u^, that felf-confident fin- 
ners, in the midft of their vain pleas, will be fi-^ 
lenced with a fudden rebuke. •* Yc fliall begin ta 
ftand without, and to knock, faying. Lord, Lord, 
open to us." They will but begin^ they will not 
finifli their application, before the Lord will an« 
fwer them, " I know you not." When they be- 
gin to refume their arguwvents, he will interrupt 
them, *' I tell you, I know you not j depart frodv 
me." 

A confcioufnefs of their guih, a remembrance 
of their iniquities, and a view of the'holinefs of 
their judge, will caufe their tongues to fsiulter^ 
while they are urging their claims to heaven. 
Their knocking and crying for admittance denote 
their earneft delirc of the mercy, which once they 
defpifed. The repulfe given them when they *r- 
gin to plead, fignifies what fudden convi^ion will 
leize them— what intolerable confofion will ovtf - 
whelm them. Their fins will rife to the view of 
their confciences, and ftand in frightful array be.^ 
fore their eyes. They will kt their own deform- 
ed character, as workers of iniquity. What place 
in heaven can there be for fuch ? .They will fud* 
dcnly be convinced of a truth, of which they 
feldom thou^t before, that in the prefcnce of a 
holy, aU-feemg God, external forms, however 
fpecious, avail nothing, while iniquity is regarded 
in the heart. What torment will be added to 
difappointment, when the works on which they. 
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depended, are rejected as vain and worthlelsy and 
conicience confirms the fentence ? When the Lor4 
comes to execute judgment, he will convince all 
who are ungodly of all the ungodly deeds, which 
they have impiouily committed, and of ail the 
lurd fpeeches, which they have prefumptuoufly 
fpoken ; every mouth will be flopped^ and all the 
impenitent woild wiU feel themfelves guilty before 
him. 

4. Our Lord exprefies the mifery of finners in 
the future wcnrld by the phrafe of their departing 
jnm bim. " i know you not whence ye arc j dip- 
fart from me^ all workers of iniquity/* 

God is an all-perfed and moft glorious being. 
The happinefs of rational creatures confifis in the 
eajoyment of his favour. This is their life. His 
^vour is communicated to men through the me* 
diation of Jefus Chrift, who is the brightnels of 
his glory, and the expreis imaTC of his perfon. 
The happinefs of heaven is therefore often expreff- 
ed in icripture by the phraies of feeing Cod^ and 
being ^itb Chriji. 

Tne P&lmifk fays» ^^ In God's pnefence is fulnefs 
t)f joy, and at his right hand are pleafures for ev- 
er more.'^ Our Saviour fays, ^' BiefTed are the 
pure in heart, for they (hall fee God*'' Saint 
Pkul fays, '^ I have a defire to depart, and be with 
Chrift, wluch is far better/' than to abide in the 
fleflu «« When Chrift fliall appear,'* (ays the apof- 
tie John, " We (hall be like him for we ihall fee 
him as he is." On the other hand, the mifery of 
the wicked in;the future world is expfefled by thdr 
being ieparated from God, and from Chrift, which 
is to be feparated unto all evil. Our Lord tells us, 
that, at the laft day, he will (ay to them on his 
left hand) ^^ Depart from me, ye curfed, into ev- 
erlafiing fir^ prepared for the devil axld his angek^ 
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« Thefe,'* faint Paul fays, « fliall be punifhed with 
cvcrlafting dcftruftion from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power/' They 
will be baniflied from the gates of heaven, exclud- 
ed from the favour of God and the compaflion 
of the redeemer, fliut out from the company of 
all holy beings, and barred from all hope of ever 
gaining the ^red maniions of comfort, peace and 

This leads us to obfcrve, 
5. The ab/olute ^nd peremptory manner J in which 
Chrift will thruft them from his prefence. " I tcU 
you, T know you not— <lepart from me." It is. 
vain to urge your claims, or prefs your arguments. 
I tell you, you cannot be received, for you are 
workers of iniquity. There is no manfion prepar- 
ed for you here. Depart hence to the place pre- 
pared for fuch as you. The abf^lutenefs of the 
£nal fentence will cut off all hope of a revocation. 
Some, perhaps, flatter themfelves, that the threat- 
cnings of fcripture intend no more than a tempora* 
ry puniftiment, and that, if they fliould unhappily 
fall under the puniihment threatened, they may 
ftill be delivered ; and, after a proper purgation, 
be admitted to happinefs. But our Lord certain- 
ly knew, what this punifhtnent would be. He has 
here, and in feveral other places, given us a defcrip- 
tion of it in language well adapted to awaken and 
alarm carelefs and guilty fouls. Do you find here 
any intimation, that it will be ihort, or that it 
U^ill ever come to an end ? Does not the whole 
complexion of -this difcourfe indicate the contra- 
ry ? Is it not faid of the workers of iniquity, 
though they will feek to enter after the door is 
ihut, they will not be able ? Is not the fentence, 
** Depart from me," exprefled in the moft abfo- 
lute and unequivocal terms ? Yea ; has not Chrift 
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declared, in fo many wofds, *^ Thefe fhafl go a-' 
way into everlajling punilhment.'' Where then 
do ypu find hope, that the door will afterward be 
opened to you ? It is open now ; what would you 
have more ? Strive to enter before it is ihut* 
Once ihut it will be opened no more. 

6. To give us the uronger idea of the future 
miiery of finners, our Saviour defcribes the bitter 
lamentations^ with which they will depart from 
him. *^ There will be weepmg and gnaihing of 
teeth.*' 

Their punilhment will be, not only the lois of 
TOod, but the prefence of evil. Their departure 
from God is not an extinction of being ; this 
would prevent all wailing ; but it is going away 
into a ftate of pofitive mifery. The greatneis of • 
this mifery is exprefled in icripture by a variety 
of metaphors taken from fuch things, as, in the 
prefent life, we find to be moft painful and tor- 
menting. It is fsdd. The wicked Ihall be tjimed 
into hell — caft into a furnace of fire — ^thruft out 
into utter darknefs— configned to the worft com- 
pany, that of the devil and his angels— ^tormented 
with the worm which never dies — and, in general^ 
that there is a ftrange punilhment for the work- 
crs of iniquity, a punilhment, which they will 
not believe, though one declare it to them, and 
which they cannot fully apprehend, though it 
were defcnbed to them. No wonder that there 
will be wailing and gnaihing of teeth. 

Are there any too ftout to bend their knees 
in repentance before God, and implore his mercy ? 
Are there any who dare to provoke his jealoufy 
by fcoffing at the threatenings of his word, and 
fpurning the punifhment which he has denoun- 
ced ? Will your hearts be able to endure ? Or will 
your hands be ftrong, when he ihall deal with 
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jpott ? The Lord himfetf has fpoken^ ukd he vsiSL 
4q it. 

j^ Our Saiiour adds^ ^^ Ye floU lee Abraham, 
l&aCy aad Jacob, andaU the prophets in the king*> 
4om of God ( atid you yourfdves thruft out. 
And they fixaU come from ^he eafi; and from the 
weft, aud from the north and from the fouth, 
Md IhaU fit down in the kingdom of God'' The 
rkh masi in the place of tormenCs> '^ iaw Abra- 
bam afar off^ and Lasarua in his bofom«" ^ The 
^cked in a ftate of punifhment will have a difiant^ 
but mortifying view of the rightseous in the re- 
gions of blus« Through the gloomy ftades of the 
infrrnal worlds they will behold the fons of vir- 
tue gathering from all quarters under heaven, and 
taking their ieats, with ibngs of triumph and joy, 
in the realms of eternal glory* There they wUl 
(be dot only the patriarchs, prc^hets, apoftles, 
martyrs and other diftinguiflied faints ; but many 
t>f their contemporaries and ac^iuaintances-^HEnany 
whom perhaps they defpifed as their in&riors, or 
reprobated as ouCcafts here on earth*^and multi- 
tudes from unexpedsed parts of the world, who 
never enjoyed the advanta^s indulged to them. 

If it &ould be your awtul doom to be fimtinto 
this place of punifhmeat, what pungent and tor- 
tnenting reflexions will arife from the diftant %ht 
of thatjdoriotts woiid with ail its faleffisd inhalnt- 
^ants* There you wUl fee fotne, who were your 
dear companions on earth, now for ever £epira» 
ted from you, no more to mingle in your compa- 
ny— -<&Hiie who fet out with you in the religiouB 
mtf but who prefled forward with ardour, when 
you turned back to the ways of fin, which have 
led you down to' defirudion-^ome who urged 
and encouraged you to perfevere and hold out, 
bust whofe cotkfi&Is you ddl^i&d 9Ad reje^jed— 
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iboie wlkottf you mdekyottd to tmriBpt from 
tyuth znd viitue5 and fedace into error and vice ^ 
but who, by the grace of God, delivered them* 
felves from your inares— -Ibme, who never efljoy'* 
ed your prtvHe^, but made a far better ufe of 
th<»e which they had---^me whom you regarded 
wkh contempt tpr their fmall al^^Iities or obfeure 
conditioa ; but who now are i» above you mingu 
ling with angeb and ihining in glory — ^feme 
whom you rediculed for imputed fuperftitiony 
predfeneis and hypocrify, but who recdve from 
Ood the reward of their ftrid unyielding virtue^ 
and husMe una£fe6ted piety. There will be wail- 
ing and gnafbing of teeth, when youfliall behold 
them in the kinedom of heaven, wlufe you, w%9 
had eoual, or luperior profpe^, means^ and op^ 
p(M?tumtieB, are thruft down to the re^ns ol^ 
darkne&« But, beloved, let me hope better 
tUngsof you, and things which accompany fiilva^ 
tioQ, though [ thus fpeak. 

8. Our Lord dofes this folemn, fcene with ai» 
obiervation^ which he often made# ^Behdd 
there are laft, which fhall be firft ; and there are 
•firft which ihall be laft/' Many who enjoy the 
gr^ateil priv&ged, and feem to ftand i^reft for 
heaven, will be excluded ; whMe others, who ap« 
peared to be under peculiar di&dvantages, and 
were thought (kr from the kingdom of &)d, will 
be admitt^ into it. God's thoughts and ways 
are not as ours.' Ckrift here has a primary refer^ 
en'ce to the Jew^ and gentiled. The former were 
God's people, and to them the TO^pel was firft 
fent $ but they rejeded it, aad with it the falva^ 
tion whidi it brought : but the gentiles, to whom 
the gofpel was preached after the lews had rejeA« 
ed k, emibraced it, when they heard it, and en- 
tered into the kingdom of God. 
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The oUervation has a ftill farther intendment. 
Many, who ftand high in the charity of men, will 
be oift out of God's prefence, as vue and abomi- 
nable ; while others, whofe charaders feem doubt- 
iiil, or who are condemned by a cenforious world, 
wiU be found to glory, honour and praife at the 
coming of Chrift* Some boafting, felf-confident 
profeOors will be driven away as odious hypo-, 
criteg ; while diffident, doubting, trembling foulst 
will be received as pure and upright before God. 
Some who have been favored with good inflruc- 
tions, virtuous examples, and every advantage of 
a religious education, will be excluded from heav- 
en J while others, furrounded with difficulties, 
oppofed by temptations, and almoft unaided by 
human means, will fo firive as to prefs in at tht 
ifarait gate. Some, who fuftained a fober charac* 
ter, and re^^rly attended on the ordinances of 
God's houfe, wUl be found but formalin and 
hypocrites ; while others^ whofe viiible charader 
was for a time far more exceptionable, will by 
the renewing and iahAifying grace of God be 
brought to ^ry. 

Truft not then in the opinion which men may 
form of you, or the applaufe which they may be- 
flow upon you — truft not in your external advan- 
^^^9. your good education, or your regular and 
orderly manner of life. See that the love of re- 
ligion poilefs your hearts, and the fear of God 
govern your anions. Paxil fays, " To me it is a 
ImaU thing, that I fliould be judged of man's 
mdgment ;. yea, I judge not mme own felf } for 
he that judgeth me is the Lord, who will bring 
to light the hidden things of darkneis, and make 
manifeft the counfels of the heart." 

It is an awful thought that any, who have en« 
Joyed your advantages and opportunities, and 
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Wko, in uddilQoii^ tos tb^ ha;ve ea])ericwxd the 
inward awal|eiuiig$ aqd exoUtioxu of tbe. divine 
^^ir^ ^ tkaiSr be0B tl^ ca^ with fbme of you*^ 
perbajps with msMVyf) fl^old, after all^ be ihut out 
«£ i^^ten. SoBf^ fuch mnhappy infl^ces» doubU 
lefe^ t^beie wiU be« 7^b& heed that yott add oiot 
to the muiibcp^ 

How you. fin|l enter ia at the i^ait gate, thf 
Saviour Mmlbtf b^s taught you. Hk comroaad 
k» ^' St»iye toi totei; i*^" Hm {klving^ you have 
' ieeiK \% fiMKiething tnore^ tbaa aiking^ tor adxniC' 
fio&( for foque who thw ftek to eater, wiH not 
V0 aUe4 h, is ^ome^h^i^gmoi^ than heacingChrift 
teachi^ jmdi eating aind drinkU|; ia hk prdtence $ 
lor Ibme wh^ caA- fdead thwy will be ihut out^ 
WhM 19 ift tihm ' It is senouncLRg all iniquity 
m*h giddfar Wtow,, devoting yourielves unrelerv*- 
edly to a holy life> and purfuing thia life faichfuk 
Iv to the death. The workers of iniquity muft 
aepart from Chrift. They who do the will of 
God, will be received into the heavenly kingdom* 
Some, when they hear that they muft^iw, eft- 
tertain. too limited an idea of the matter, aa if 
ftriving confifted in fervour of prayer, and ectra«» 
ordinary attention to certain devotional exerdfes. 
If thefe were all, why were the perfons mention- 
ed in our text repulfed ? Prayer and attendance 
on ordinances are but a part 01 the bulinefs. They 
are aaeans, and ufefiil means when applied in fea- 
fon, and with a view to the end. But to com- 
plete the idea of ftriving, there muft be a fteady 
perfevering engagednefs in the whole work of re- 
ligion, without exception against any part of it. 
The word rendered. Strive^ is borrowed from the 
publick games then in ufe. It alludes to the ex- 
ertions with ^hich combatants in a race or con- 
fiid, ftrove for the maftery. How did racers 
Vol. V. Y 
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ftrive for the prize propofed to them ? Was iir 
merely by earneft intreaties to the mafter of the 
games^tlut be would adjudge the prize to them jt 
No : it was by entering the lifts with refolution, 
throwing off every weight that might impede 
their running the race with a£Hvity and conuan* 
cy, and purming it to the end. ^ Know ye not; 
that they wha run in a race, run all ; but one" 
only ^^ recdveth the prize ?" In the Chriftian race, 
there is a prize for all who wffl nm r *^ So run 
that ye may obtain.'*' " Every man that ftrivetb 
for the maltery is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a corruptibk crown ; but 
you an incorruptible.. Run not as uncertainly ; 
ftrive not as one that beateth the air. But keep 
under your bodies and bring them into fubjec-^ 
tion, left, after aU your hopes and profpeds, yov 
flioidd be caftaways.*' 
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PUat^t Jttfeription on the Croft tf Cbii/L 



A Commumoo Sermoiu 

JOHN adx. 19.: — St. 

Aad Pikle wrote a tide and pat k on the crofi; and tin writing was, «Ja- 
^u of KTazarath the King of tiie Jews *« Tbu title then read many of the 
Jewt, for the place where Jeiiis wai crucified was nigh io the city ; and 
k was wfitten in Hebrew, Greek and Latin. Then said the chief priefts of 
^bt Jewt to Pilate, Write not, *< the King of the Jews ;** but that he iaid, 
«• I am the King of the Jews." Pilate anfwered, What I have written I 



HE Meffiah was fbrctold, la andent pro* 
fibecy, imder the charader and title of a king^ 
whole governtnent ihould extend to all nations, 
bot Ihould be exerdfed in a peculiar manner over 
the Jews. His extenfive dominion is defcribed in 
theCecond P£dm ; ^ I have fet my kinp^ uoon my 
koly hill of Zion. Aft: of me, and I wiS give thee 
the heathen for thine inhmtance, and the utmoft 
parts of the earth for thy pofieffion/' In the 
ninth diapter of Ifatah, he is defcribed as fitting 
on the throne of David, and rrigning oyet* the 
houie of Ifrad : ^ Unto us a childis born ; unto 
us a Ion is given ; and the government ihall be on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l8o Pilots s Infcriptm on the 

Ills flioulder ; his name fliall be called the prince 
of peace ; of the tncreaii^ of Ills govei^ment and 
peace there Ihalll)e ho end, upon the throne of Da- 
vid and upon hb kingdom, to order and eftabliih 
it with judgment .i^nid with juftice from hence* 
forth even forever." 

As the Meffiah was to make his perfonal appear- 
ance in Judea, and Acre firft to 4fifplay the blef- 
iings of his fpiritual kingdom, he is defcribed as 
eminently the king of the Jews. But the glori- 
ous things foretold concerning this Jpiriiual king" 
dom, the J^ws iindei*ftood In a temporal and 
worldly fenfe. They imagined, that he would e- 
red his throne in Jerufakm, their capital dty ; 
would deliver them from the oppreiEon of the 
Roman government, and would reduce all nations 
into a {(ate of (ubjedion to them. 
, When Jefus appeared and wrought mirades a- 
iDone them, and proclaimed the near sippreac^ of 
the kingdom of God, many were in high expeA> 
ation, that they ihould foon fee him at the head Of 
their nation, fpreading his dominion over the 
world. And impatient at his delay, they would 
have taken him by force and made him a king. 
But when they found, that ^heir worldly «xpe£l- 
atiofts were not to be anfwered, mortified at th«r 
diikppointm^n't, they xjklled him a deceiver, and 
fMght his deftrudiofu And, aitKntg other aceu- 
fktions, they alledged, that he had called himftlf 
a king, and thus had f^oken a^nft the ou^i^* 
ty of X!:e&r. 

If Jefus had mdually ^CflRittied the M^glt poW€r i& 
Judtea, and had begun to raife an ztttty fbr the 
exptilfion of the in^perltd auth<M*ity, tliW w«mld 
have beito highly gmtlfied with the d^j^n^ aind 
^l^ouKl h«te reforted by thoufimds to his ftanda#d« 
But beeaulb lie difcfaitt^d dl ten^yMtl d^nimttjs 
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chef reAifed to -mm tim as the M^ffirfi^ vnd fhkU* 
cd td effeA his ram. With this view t!hey brc^ight 
him before the Romsn goTamor, and Mcnfed bim 
» a feditioHs »M^ ivho had perveifed tht natSon^ 
ftnd forbtdden to pay tribute t^ Gdar. 

Jefus explains before Vihte the nature C|f lih 
hJAgdom. He fays, ^ My kingdom 4s not of this 
wond. If it were, then twould my ferrants fi^fl^ 
thstt I ihaald not be difivered to Che Jews. But 
BOW my Idngdom is not from hence/* 98ate 
afflts, *< Art thou a kiiig then ?*' lefua anTwered, 
^ Thou £tyeft, that I am^ a king. To this end was 
I bom, and fer this caufe came I into the woAd, 
that { flitdnld bear witnefe to the truth. Everr 
one, who is of the truth, hearetjh my voice.'^ 
^* The kingdom which 1 <^m is a kingdom of 
trtith md renfcm ; not of force and arms ; and my 
felijefts are they who learn and Iqve the truth j 
who hear and obey my voiee— not they who take 
up arms and fight to dethrone tAonarchs, fubveft 
ettabHflied governments, and gain worldly donnn^ 
ion for a favorite mafter.** 

The governor is now fiily convinced, that Je- 
ftrsis innocent, an^ that the ehar^ brought a<» 
gainfthim is groundlefe and malicious. From 
this time he endeavors, in fome peaceable way, 
to eflfeft his reieafe. He propofes every expedient, 
which he could think of, to pacify the enraged 
multitude, and lave the unoffisnding prifoner. 
But they perfift in their demand of a fentciice «• 
gainft him ; and urge their demand by this argu- 
ment, " If thou let this man go, thou art no« 
Gefar's friend. Whofoe ven maketh himielf a king, 
%eaketh againft Ceiar.** The argument prevail- 
ed. Though Pilate knew that Jefes was innocent, 
yet he 'feared, that by di&harging him, heflimrKI 
endanger himfelf. He was impreflfed w{d» thd 
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idea, that the Jews, in their pre&nt ftate of irrkt. 
don, would accufe bim to the emperor, of hav- 
ing proteA^ a ufurper ; and therefore to (ave 
kimielf from danser he delivered Jefus to be cru- 
cified. But, at ue fame time, he made an opea 
and publick dedaration in favor of the prifoner. 
^ He "^toek water, and walhed his hands in the 
prefence of the multitude, faying, I am innocent 
of the blood of this Juft man : fee ye to it/' And 
be x:aufed to be fixed oa the crois an infcription 
purportiog the innocence and dignity of the fuf- 
lieren 

Crucifixion was a kind of punifliment in ule 
among the Romans \ but infli^ed only on flaves* 
The Jews adopted it from the Romans. When a 
perfon was to fuffer this kind of <leath, the Ro* 
mans u£ed to publish his name, and the crime {gc 
which he was punilhed. This was done, either 
bjr proclamation, or by an iafiajption fixed over 
his head The infcription was made in large 
black chacaders on a whitened board nailed to , 
the top of the crofs, fo as to be confpicuous and 
l^ble at a Pittance. In conformity to this uiage, 
F^e wrote a title and plac^ it on the cro& of 
Jefus, in thefe words. This is Jjssus of Naza- 

RBTH, THE KiNO 09 THB JeWS. 

Pilate ieems to have written, as Caiphas proph* 
efied^ concerning Chrift, '^notofhimfelf,'* or by 
the^ natural dimtes of his own mind, but by a 
divine overruling influence. Fw furely the man, 
who, from a natural timidity, had juft before de* 
livered Jefus to be crucified, left he fhould endan- 

Ser his head to the emperor, would not now, of 
^ imfelf, {MTOclaim this Jefus the king of the Jews, 
in his own hand writing on the crofs. There 
muft undoubtedly have been a providential inter* 
pofition in the cafe« 
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JQis writing in this form was fi> rctnartrable, 2$ 
to be noticed by all the erangdifb. ^d no le& 
remarkable was his peremptory adherence to the 
form, when the chidf prieus importuned him to 
alter it ; and inftead of a&rting, ^ Tbis is the 
king of the Jews, to write, " He foidy I am the 
king of the Jews/' Pilate^ an^er, «' What \ 
have written, I have written/' ezprcfles a reiblu* 
tion in the cafe, which we Ihould not have ex<^ 
peded from a man, who, through fear of bein^ 
accuied to the emperor, had fo lately fentenced 
Jefus tobecrucified, as one who had called him&lf 
the king of the Jews. 

This declaration of Fihtewas of great import* 
ance to vindicate the innocence, and proclaim the 
dignity of Chrift y and it was fo drcumflanced,. 
that it tended much to fpread his^ name in the 
world, and to open the way for the props^tipa 
of his gofpd. Chrift (ays, ^U I be lifted up, I 
will draw all men unto me/' His death on the 
crofs, though intended by his^ enemies to fink his 
name in darkneis, was the occaiion of difiufing the 
knowledge, and eftablilhing the ciedit of his reli- 

E*on. And the teftimony of Pilate undoubtedly 
id great influence in this natter. For, in the 
firft place, Pilate was a man of high eminence and 
diftindion. He was governor of Judea under 
the emperor ; and his teftimony Wodkt be regard- 
ed, among both Jews and Romans, much more 
than that of a private perfon. The c^^rtunities 
which he had, and the pains wiiich. he took to ex« 
amine the charadter and works of Jefus, and tOi 
inveftigate the nature and evidence of the alleg^ 
tions againft him, would add much to the weight 
and credibility of his teftimony. and certainly he 
was under a very 'powerful temptation to have 
declared lus priioner guilty,, if he had found hiia 
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fo^ bedMill^ Ad gcntnd imot oi the people, i^^* 
Qiafly o£ the ruling and infliiidnlialk men aoMxng tke 
Mople, was* agsimfc him^ But PUanc^ muler all 
Bis acivamtagcs tc^ know the truths and undet aS 
hiB prejudices a^g^nft the prifioaer, repeated^ de^ 
dated him inaooent. AiMi whoi fentence « ccm« 
dex»iiation wa9 exteoitodfiiQin him by thechtnoura 
aftdthraafe-V^t^peopfe, he wsiChed his haads^ha 
tbdr profence, dsdariag himfelf pure from thio 
Ijlood at that foA niam j^ and when hs dellhrelnofll 
hiBi toWcrwdasdy he fixed an the* cnoft hisowii; te£« 
tiiWMiy» that this man^ who was now fufferin^ 
for having called himfelf the kmofi the Jcws^ was 
ofrnbtth«bklig^ Th»tkIro£fi>miuiAialakind 
wo«M natnanlly attva& the attemtico^ and cxdte 
tJie ew|Mnry of the %oAai;of s^ and lead Hian^' tM^ 
thtt knowledge of the extraordinary ckura£kcr ofi 
this wonidermliufferery whootheirwife rinaghthare 
bem confiiered by the«a merely 2b a. commoii ol># 
ftndor. 

Wc may obferve istfther,; fiocondiy^ 

This tcfi&moay of Pilate wa»give» in amixft ocmim 
fpicuons pUce, and dna nieft pablick occafiofik 

Thepr was> coHieded, attfais timev a Ta& m]alar«< 
, t9f&t of people/ It wasi t&e itafba q& the paflb^^st,* 
when tbs oNiifes tlbottghoat Jttdea^ajaid maay Jewar 
and FVofelijr tes fvom other parts^ a&mhktd at J«« 
u&tenpk The exectfttion of a peifba, who had bei- 
oome fo famous by his doftrinea and wocks^ aodb 
by the coiKUroverfy concsran^ him, would oatur*! 
aily draw vaft nunftera topgpthsir* As he vias put 
to death under the authority of the QSiperofur, aoA 
as the Romaw officers and foldiers, who were fla^ 
tk>ned at JReruiileias were called out to preserve ov- 
dier on the occafion, there muft haive been v^mj: 
ftrangers, as well as Jews, pce&nt at the crucifix 
ioA^ And as the execution was ia a place nigh to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. Xffl. Grofs <f Cbrljt. 185 

the city, we tftuft fuppofe that slknoft all the in- 
habitants of the city, and the ftrangers occaiional* 
ly there, went out to fee the trai&dions of the 
day. So that Pilate's teftimony to Chrift's kingly 
authority muft have been generally known. " It 
was read of many/^ And it was of fuch lingular 
tenor, that they who read it, would communi-i 
cate it to others. 

It is alfo remarked, thirdly, by the hiftorians» 
That the infcription was written in Hebrew^ Greek 
and Latin^ the three languages then in moft com- 
mon ufe. The Hebrew unguage uas underftood 
in Judea and the parts adjacent, and by many o£ 
the Romans, who had been converfant in Judea, 
fince it became a province of the empire. The 
Latin was the native tongue of jthe Romans. The 
Greek was very extenfively known. It was the 
learned language of the day. Moft men of edu- 
cation were acquainted with it. So that this tef- 
timony of Pilate was made as publick as poffible. 
It was known almoft as extenfively, as the cruci- 
fixion itfelf. 

This circumftance in our Lord's death will fug- 
jeft to us fome profitable refle^Hons. 

I. We have reafon to admire the divine wifdom 
in giving fuch ftrikine evidence of the innocence 
and dignity of Jefus Chrifi, even in the time of 
his greateft fufferings. 

Jefus came into the world to be the Redeemer of 
our fsillen race. ^ We are not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible thinrs ; but with the precious blood of 
Chrift himfeli, who was ordained before the foun- 
dation of the world, and was manifefted in thefe 
laft times for us, who by him do believe in God.'' 
The wifdom of God did not fee fit to ibrnve guil- 
ty mortals without fome adequate facrince made 
for their fins. And to this grand purpofe no Kac- 
Vols. V. Z 
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fificewaB adequate^ but titat of Mus the Sbn 0#' 
God. 

Death naturally indicates weakncft ;' and yxdU 
daUy it indicates guilt. Mankind in feeing a per-^ 
fi)n die^ ftve ted to view him as a poor impotent 
creature, and in feeing ene fuffer by the hand of 
the executioner, they^ are led to view him aa » 
criminal. Now that the death of Chrift might 
BOt be confidered; either as the mere eSeft of nat* 
oral weaknefsy or as the judicial efied of ptrlbntf 
guilt, God was pleafed at this time, to give rotncf 
ttOKtfkable evidences of his innocence and dignr* 
ty. Hence Wi are encoutaged to trufi in his mxu 
fice as^ fufficient to expiate our guilt, and to tom- 
«iit ourfdvM to his power as fufficient to lave x» 
from deftrtiftiHn. 

The ilieekneisy ferenity, patience and benevdi^ 
fence, which he exhibited in h!» fufierings^ were* 
proofs of his fuperior virtue and hoUnefs. The 
fbolifli and inconfiftent accufations, which his en^ 
emies brought againft hin^ and the contradiAnrf 
teftimonies, by which they endeavoured to fupw 
port their charges, were prob& of the purity and 
integrity of his life. The attiMc^ repeated and! 
ji^emn teftimony, which the Romaii govtrnour 
'gave in his favour, mufi have goke fat* to zRzh^ 
lifli in the minds of jthe fpedatofs a high opimoft 
of his charaAer. Befides all tbii^ God mterpoftd 
his own awful teftimony, which nothing, but the 
moft obftinate and determine iiieredidity^ cdvM 
reiift. The heavens were wrapt in darldnfi, diNt 
irame of nature was conwUed, the rodes wera 
rent in pieces^ the moMunentt of the dnd wett 
burft open, the vail of the ttmfde was torn from 
top to bottom, earth ttnd flcy were thrown int« 
agonies, when Jefus bowed ms kcad and gave up 
the ghoft^ 
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Such ^ concurrence of drcumfhuiccsy all fi^KU* 
lar, smd fome ftupendous, in favour of the iufier- 
ing Saviour^ forced convidion on many, and 
Saw^ aftoniihnient into all. One iays, ^^ Surely 
fhis W9fl a righteous man.'' Another exclaims^ 
•« This was the fon of God/' « And a|l the peo. 
|de, who caqie together to that %ht, feeing what 
^9m done, ijnote their breafts, and xeturned.'' 

2. We lee that there is a great inconiifiency iii 
the copdud of vicious mep.. They have under* 
iftanding to difc^, and coi^cience to feel their 
fHQirad obtiga^onS) and yet fegf the intereils, bo^- 
«|irg and pleafures of th^ worlds they are drawp 
2ato l^ons palpably if^confillent with tbefe obligs^ 
tiooff They knpw what is rights and praSofe 
vrhat }& wrong. They Sec the good, and chooie 
tteevil. 

This inconfiiiency appfar^ in Pilate. Though^ 
^ hiilorians lay ^ he wa« a man of great .crudty 
4ad pride, yet the innocent and amiable chara&er 
flf J^us ftruck his mind £6 powerfully, that he 
wiflied to difcharg^ him* Hiring the peojde im- 
pprtunate ta hav^ iiim qrucified^ Pilate endeav-. 
4|ir^d to lave him by propofing a lighter puniih- 
mnt. When this prajpofid was rejeaed, the gov- 
^mour offered to releale him in compliance virith 
4Jke cufiom of the feafi, which required that one 
prilbner, whom the people demanded, fliould he 
Ui^ a^ liberty. When 4ihis offer was refufed, he 
nest, to move their compaflion, exhibited Jefus, 
fiiffinring under the abufes of a brutal foldiery \ la- 
cerated with thorns, mangled with ftripes, be- 
imawpd with blood, bedaubed with fpittal.; and 
iaid, ^^Gehold the.man!" Has he not fuffered 
enough ? Finding them ftill pertinacious, he yield* 
«d ; and rather than hazard his place, he deliver- 
ed J^W to be crucified. His co&fcience di^ateA 
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the f dcafe of the innocent prifoner ; the love o# 
honour urged his condemnation. The latter pre- 
Tailed. Still PQate \% diflatisfied with himfeU; He 
knows, he has done wrong. And what ihall he 
do next ?— To pacify his troubled mind, he takes 
water and waihes his hands, alTerts his innocence, 
and cafts the whole guilt of the traniadion on the 
Jews. Then, by a Angular infcrijptibn on the 
crofi, he proclaims iefus the king of the Jew& 

See what contradidion*--^£it inconfiftency 
there b in his condud — what perplexity and dif- 
traAion in his feelings ! He chofe to do light ; 
but the fear of lofing his place, and perhaps his 
fife, interpofed. He facrinced a man, whom he 
knew to be innocent, rather than expofe himfdf 
to the danger of an impeachment* And when 
he has done, ftill he is reftlefs, and contrives one 
expedient after another to quiet his guilty mind. 
How much better it would have been to have 
aded rieht in the firft inftance. This. would have 
faved him from much perplexity and embarraff- 
ment» Had he not only declared Jefus innocent, but 
refufed alfo to condemn him, he would have been 
clear from the guilt of his blood. But by deliv* 
ering him into the hands of his enemies, he ftain- 
ed ms own hands with innocent blood ; and 
though he wafhed them with foap and nitre, the 
ftain of his guilt remaned. 

Known wickednefs leaves a burden on the mind, 
which can be removed only by deep repentance, 
and humble application to the mercy of God. 
Sinners often feel a fbruggle between virtue and 
vice— between a right and a wrong condud. In 
the conflift the love of pleafure, a regard to in- 
tcreft, or fome worldly motive fteps in, decides 
the conteft and gives the vi&bry to vice. After 
the aAion is paft, there is time for cool reflexion. 
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Now the finner condemns himfUf. He regrets 
the evil which he has done. He would recaiit | 
but it is too late« He contrives to palliate it. He 
lays the blame on ethers, imputes much to tempt- 
ation, and perhaps feeks relief in fome fuporfti- 
tious rites. But after all, his iniquity, is markecjl 
before him, and can be e£^ed only by the tears of 
godly forrow: guilt lies on his foul, and the on- 
\y expedient for relief is a penitent refort to the 
romving mercy of. an offended God. ^' Thou 
dem*eft not iacnfice," lays David, ^^ die would I 
^ve it. The facrifices of God are a broken foir^ 
it ; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou 
will not defpife." Great peace have they who 
love God's law ; but there is no peape to the wick> 
ed. They cannot reft. 

3. We fee, that the wiidom of God can over- 
rule the wickedneis of men to advance the defigns 
of his grace. 

- The Jewifh priefts and rulers infulted Jefus with 
the mock honours of a king. They crowned 
him with thorns, doathed him in purple, ialuted 
him in derifion, bowed the knee before him, and 
feid, "Hail King of the Jews/' They brought 
him to Pilate and obtained fentence of death a- 
gainft him— ^*they faw him nailed to the crofi. 
Now, they imagined, his kingly dignity was come 
to a ridiculous end, and all his pretended glory 
was extinguiflied in eternal infamy. But here he 
is prodaimed a king, and dedared to be the fon of 
God, in a manner which gave an extenfive fpread, 
and a perpetual honour to his name. The very 
means, which they ufed to fiop the progrefs of 
his religion, confirmed its credit, and drew mul- 
titudes to embrace it. 

How blind is the policy of man ! How unfearch- 
able are the countels of God ! '^ The wrath of 
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vn^ftalpraiic lam, andths reouBAdor of dui 
jfmxk hus will weStrzin.** 

The perfieciitioii wbiehxrdb about Stepkeo^ u4 
wliick WW kktaaded to eptirpate^ at ^att^ the Me 
%;ion «f Ciirift, was the occaficm of its more rapid 
a&d«i:t«five prapa^adpn; Bar the mi&iflera of 
Chrift, d]4>f r£ed by dps perfecmtdoo, vent everjF 
where preaching the word, and i^c haad of th^ 
i^ord was with thera. 

When Paul was inbeiiids» hiaeaenies ifBagincdt 
that bf confiniitg fo noted a prncher^ they had 
given a ndghty cbedk to the go^ieL Buthiabondf 
turned ratho: to the &rtlunrance of the gafytly by 
vanning the eead.a^d4ncreafing the adivity of 
<other preachers, apd by giving him leifure to G01&- 
mit to writing, for the benefit of fiicceeding asea, 
tfaoie gioriom dodxines, which he had be§>re 
Caught only by his preaching 

The unbelief of the Jews was tlie<xxafion of efr- 
ffichingthe eentiks ; for it was the means of fend- 
ing the appflles into all the world to difibminate 
the f^2d tidings of fidvation, which, at firfl^ 
were prodaimed to Jews only. 

pod^ ways sure not as our ways, nor are his 
4:faougfats as our thoughts. O the dcfith of hii 
wiidom! Hisjudgments are paft finding out. Let 
us truft him at all times, and pour out our hearts 
|)efQre hiin. He can do for us exceeding abun- 
dant above aU diat m^ aik or diink. 

4. How much ihould Chriitians delight to fpread 
the £^our of the itedepmer's name in the earth ? 
Filate, though a lover of honor more than of 
Chrijflb, yfet declared him a juft man, and puUiflied 
hh title as king of the Jews. Shall any of us deny 
to Chrift that honor, which was paid him by a 
lieathen^^by Pilate i Shall we treat his gofpel and 
Itts ordinances with negled i Shall we cbdine the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Scm. Znr. Crijfs tff Ghr^. ifjr 

OTofdflkm of h& Aaold^ and reAtfe to tike m &3^t at 
bis table ? Sh^M ve. When hfa enemies rdproad^ 
Kim^ fit filent, abd neVbr fperic a word ill Kis fa^ 
TOT ? Shall we be content to live and die, without 

fiving tht world to know, whether we believe in 
im bf not I Whether We oWn fikixn as our king^ 
•r rdjoft &im as a ufui^r 2 

How nainy areth^re, who treat Chrift with le& 
fdped duin did this heathen goverilor I He de*^ 
cdared JJefns- to be innoc<int \ to be a Irighteons per^ 
fen; to be a king; And though he gave him ikp 
to death, yet he bdo^e teftimony that he (fid not 
de£erve it. BbW many are there, wh(> aerer ac« 
kitowledge him at all ; who make no pixxfeffion of 
bb rdig^on ; who ^^ no tefiirtony of regard to 
kim ?" And of tfao&, who in words profeft to know 
kim^ how many in worfci deny him ? If we call 
fim a king^ let us fitew ouffelves to be his Aibjeds 
by obedience to his laws^ attendance on his ordi- 
nakices, and reliance on his promi&s«. And ab fel* 
kyu^ fnfajeds of the faifte prince^ let us loVe ond 
another, and be fellow woricers unto hiskiilgdoBi» 

5. Pilate, as we havefeen, was fted^ in h» cite^ 
dsriitSon. liCt us hold fiifl; the profeflion of cAt 
isnth without wkvering* 

When the governor liad t>nblicldy teftified, that 
hSa& was a kmg, no impoztunity could moVe him 
to tetrad) or in the leaft to aker his teftimony. 
•* What i have written^ I have written/* Let us 
have the feme refohidon* Have we made a pro* 
feffion of £dtk in, and obedience to Chrift ? Let uft 
maintain it, and five in confbmniiy to it«. If any 
would • feduce us from it, let us anfwer them^ 
^ We have bdieVed, and therefore we have fpo^ 
ken; and what we have ^ksn,, we have 4'oken.. 
We have fwom and we will perform it, that we 
will walk as becomes the gofpel. lefus is aiwiijfa 
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the fame. He cannot deny himfel£; tnre will not 
deny him. We will pay him our vows. If it 
£eem evil to you to ferve him, choofe ye this day. 
whom ye will ferve. As for us we will ferve him 
whom we have owned as our Lord. To whomr 
elfe can we go ? He has the words of eternal life/' 
This is the language in which we fhould anfwer^ 
gadniayers. We' are to coniider well what we en* 
gage, to fit down and count the cofL And when 
we have deliberately and rationally formed our 
refolution, in that we fhould abide. It does not 
become aChriftian to ufe Ughtnefs; to follow 
every wind of dodrine ; his profeffion fhould not 
be yea, and nay ; but, like the promifes of Chrift, 
yea smd amen. It is a good\hing, that the heart 
be eftablifhed with grace* Let us choofe the rcU« 
gion of Chrifl ; and abide in it without change. 

6. -We fee how inclined men are to aJk the 
blame of their fins upon other people. 

Pilate, in compliatice with uie demand of the 
Jews, delivered Jefus to be crudfied ; and that 
the fault might s^pear to be thdrs, rather than 
his, he wrote on thecrofs, Ti&cx is the KingoftbeJews. 
They are crucifying their king. So he had faid 
jufl: before ; ^^ I am mnocent of the blood of this 
jufl man : fee ye to it.'f 

Guilt is a heavy burden to the confcience ; and 
every man choofes to transfer it from himfelf to 
fbme other. Adam, after his tranigreflion en- 
deavored to exculpate himfelf by imputing the 
fault to the woman ; and fhe palhated her crime 
by afcribing it to the guileful temptation of the 
ferpent. It is better, however, tor every one 
honefUy to fee, and ingenuoufly to confds his 
own faults, and, inftead of pacifying his con- 
finence by vain ezcufes, to remove his guilt by 
real repentance. 
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Jefus fa^ borne our £ns in his own body on the 
cro& Let us by faith ^repair to him^ who has 
been made a fin-offering for us, that we may be 
made the righteouihefs of God in him. ** There 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chnft Je^^ 
fus, who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
fpirit* For the law of the fpirit cf life in Chrift 
Jefus has made them free from the law of fin and 
death/* 

Under a fenfe of our guilt, let us apply to the 
blood of Chrift, for ** this will cleanfe us from 
aU fin.** ** If we fay, we have no fin, we deceive 
ourielves. If we confefs our fins, God is faithful 
and juft to forgive them/* 

Let us fit down at the table of our Lord, with 
hearts relying op him, who on the crofs made 
himfelf an offering for our guilt ; and with refo- 
lutions of obedience to him, who on the crofs 
was proclsumed our king. It is not eating at his 
table, but doing his wul, that entitles us to his 
approbation. ** Not every one," fays he, *« that 
calls me his Lord, fhall enter into the longdom 
of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
who is in heaven.** 



Vol. V. A a . 
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SERMON XIV. 

Tbe Difciples gazing after their afanding L^4 
A Communion S^rmoHr 

And while they looked ftcdfaftly towar4 heaven, at he weiit^p { Behold, U^ 
men ft6od by them in white apparel, which alfo fiid, Y« moi of Oalikcv 
why ftandye^zii^upint^htavetti' Thia ftme JeLa, wfakh ia.tekfli;.ug. 
Irom yoaio^b«)f«n, flWliocq^f, >« Utfi wn9«?r.H*<lfcw^«f«nMinfrW^ 
»4o Ivcaven* 

XJlFTER our Lord had rifen from the dead, 
he tarried on earth about the fpace of forty days ; 
during which time he had feveral interviews with 
his dUciples, converfed with them familiarly on 
things relating to his kingdom ; gave them fuch 
inftrudions and encouragements, as were necefla- 
ry to guide and animate them in their future 
work ; and, on a day prefixed, he Led them out 
to Bethany, a village nigh to Jeru&lem, where, 
in confequence of previous notice a large number 
of believers had aUembled to be witnefles of his 
afcenilon. When he was come to the place, he 
fiood-— he lifted up his hands a&d bldfedhischoi^ 
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*n flifdiples-^e fcrvdntly imflorid the 'divme 
bleffing to attend tbem, and renewed the^acioos 
^)h)fiiues Which, had before been ihade to them : 
and while he was bleffing them, jirayingfor theft], 
«3d cottimendiilg thdm to God ; and while their 
^cs were intently fi jied upon him, " he wto |wirt- 
cd from them ;'' he rofe into the air, afcetided to- 
ivard heaven, ^' and a doud received hiln out of 
their fight;*' Here they flood with dieir eyes ^k- 
cd on that •i|)ot in the iky, where they toft th€ 
£ght dF Mm ^ and hare they would longer have 
Aood, had -tfot the Voice of an alhgel fummonea 
C^m aWay. " WI^ thqr looked fte^faftfy t<>. 
waiid hexveti, as Jeftw went up two mfen,**--— itiea 
in form, but by the ^lendor of their Appearance 
knoDvn t<> be angds, *^ ftood by them^ sted ikid^ 
Ye men x)f Gaflilee, why ffamd ye here gaattng W 
to heaven ? This fatlne Jefus, who is now t^en 
frdni you kito heaven^ fliaU fo come, as ye have 
feen Mm gd into heaven/' On this advice they 
returned to Jemfalem ; and there affembling with 
odier devout perfonsii they {pent their time in filch 
rdigioQS exercifes, as were adapted to cothfort 
them in pt^ent triils, and to prq)are them for 
future labours. 

in the words, which have been redtd, there are 
t#o things to be remarked, 

FiiA 5 The f^ure\n which the difciples ftood, 
^kfber they had loft fight of their afcending Lord. 
And^ Secondly^ The ^pcfti^txtion oi the angds 
with them on this occafionw 

Firft i The po/iure^ in which the di!Bc^>ies fiood^ 
after the afcDcnding Saviour had difappeared from 
their eyes, is worthy to be remarked. ** They 
looked ftedfaftlj toward heaven, as he went up $*' 
and in this attitude they feem to have continued^ 
after t)ie ckmd had deceived him out of their 
fight* In this fixed and gazing pofture we might 
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expe£): to find them after fuch a fcene, as had juft 
paft J For, 

I. This pofture was naturally exprei&ve of the 
difappointment which they felt. 

They had all along, while their ma&er was 
with them, expected, diat he would ered a tem- 
poral kingdom, and advance his countrymen to a 
fuperiority over other nations, and his particular 
friends to a fuperiority over other Jews ; nor could 
they, by all his premonitions, be perfuaded to 
give up this flattering hope. His death, indeed^ 
gave it a painful (hock but did not deftroy it. Af * 
ter this event, fome of them fay, ^' We had ho- 
ped, that he fhould have redeemed Ifrael,'' inti- 
mating, that their hope was ftaggcred by his un- 
cxpeded death. But when they law him rifen 
from the dead, their languiihing hope was revi- 
ved ; and they aiked him, ^^ Wilt thou at this 
time reftore again the kingdom to Ifirael ?'* He 
anfwered them in a manner, which rebuked their 
enquiry, but did not whcdly extinguiih their hope. 
*^ It is not for you to know the times and ieafons, 
which the father hath put in his own power ; but 
vc Ihall receive power, after that the Holy Ghoft 
IS come upon you, and ye fhall be witnefles unto 
me in Jerufalem, in Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermoft parts of the earth." " When he 
bad fpoken thefe things, while they beheld, he 
was ts^en up from them,' and tranflated beyond 
their fight." Their worldly expedations were 
now at an end. Their Lord was gone — ^He was 

fone J and they were to fee him no more. Their 
ope, fo long entertained, and now fo fuddenly 
and totally difappoihted, fixed their attention to 
thefpot, where they laft had feen him, and where 
he had vaniihed from their fight. Their gazing 
attitude expreiled thofe ardent wiihes which fuc- 
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ceeded to their late flattering expe6bttions. So if 
your moft valuable treafure ihould be irrecovera- 
bly loft in the deep, difappointment and despair 
l¥Ould, for a time, fix your eyes on the ipot, 
wliere you faw it fink. 

2. This attitude was expreilive of qffe£Iion. 

When we take leave of a dear friend, who is go- 
ing from us to return no more, we follow him 
with our eyes, and ftrive to catch the laft diftant 
fight of him ; and after he difappears, ftill we 
look^-^and look — ^and ftill we long to recover one 
^limpfe more of the parting objeA. When a friend 
IS dead, we infpedl and handle his cold remains ; 
^nre follow him to the grave ; we open his coffin 
to take one view more. When he is depofited in 
the earth, we look again. We figh, we weep when 
the falling duft covers him forever from our fight. 
We take a mournful pleafure in vifiting the ground 
where he lies, and m reading over and over the 
dear name infcribed on his monument. 

Similar were the fenfations of the difciples, when 
they looked at their afcending Lord, and gazed up 
into heaven after his diiappearance. They had, for 
years been his conftant attendants } often had 
they been charmed with his converfation, and en- 
raptured with his devotion ; often had they 
recdved from him favors, which no other 
friend could give, and had feen him perform fuch 
works, as convinced them, that God was with 
him. He was now parted from them. No more 
fhould they hear from his lips thofe divine inftruc- 
tions which had been fo pleafing ; thofe fweet con- 
folations which had been fo refrefhing; thofe 
ardent prayers which had been fo enlivening. 
They remembered, how their hearts had burned 
within them, when they heard him fpeak as never 
man fpake, and pray as never man prayed. No 
wonder, that they looked at him ftedfaftly as he 
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•wfts gone from thd^ fight. 

3* TiM ^iik^uki e&prtff&d amataiMM. 

now beheld in Bethany, tf ere were liffmitted 
more t&ftn £ve hundi^ Ibrethreti to &e Jefu6 for 
the laft time* V&^et t^e Lot«d had <:aMed liis t>ar- 
tkular ^ifciples, whom he defigned t6 tie li& apos- 
tles and witfidfes. Here he talked widi iNn^ M- 
taewed former promifes, gave frdh aflut^ndes df tis 
prefence, 'prayed over diem^ blefied thtss^ smd l!€«idb 
ttn affe6tMHiate leave of thetti. Whfie he W2» ^enSb- 
ing, he rofe from the efttth^ As ike rcffo^ w<frdM d£ 
Idftdneis and love dropped frMn hift lips, mA MeSt- 
ed mto then- e^s His body» which had ^oen likt 
Otber httman bodies, was now fuddeitly chtnged 
into a gloi4ous body, like that which had htmtt 
appeared on the mount at the transfiguratfton ; dt 
Mke that which fohn afterward faw in vtfion, and 
which he thM defcribes : ^^ ifis coontenai^db wis 
as the &n, his eyes as flames cf fire, his heiid white 
as fbow, atid his feet as burning brafs.'^ In thii 
wondeifttl form they iaw him geMiy afeeftiding^ 
Ike a dove, toward heaven, until a cloud inter^ 
vened'-^the fame cloud which over&ado^ed 
the mount, and which Peter calls the txcA 
lent Rlory. This bright and glorious doud re^ 
ceived him and afccnded with him ; and they b€« 
held, until the wonderful fdene was by diftande loft 
to their admiring eyes. If the fcehe exhibited on 
the mount was fo overwhelming, that the difciples 
fell on their faces, and were fore afraid ; n6 won- 
der that this more grand and glorious fcenee la 
Bethany ihould fo amaze them, that they ftood, 
for a time gazing up into heaven, unable to re- 
cover themfelves, or to know where they wtte^ ot 
what they were looking after, untU they were- 
brought to their recoUettion by the fpeech of the 
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ajspg^^; addnffing^ than in. iuiman voice. " Wb^f 
(Und yerg^^ing up into heaycin.? Thk fajae Jefio^ 
wJbuQtm. ye. have ieen go up into heaven, iMl fot 
COOK in lil^ Qiaiu}/srt; as jre haye fcfin him,ga iat^ 

Thi^.^:ji9^g^2txil«/i[^ the angels,, w^ are now, 
iecondly, to confider. 

T|ttf .aQgf;)#hcr^r£»und.the difciples^.thatithough 
JfefiWiWA^^ae.frpm their. %l^t, yet.he ftill.EvaJr 
in heaven toqarry on.thatgn^ajcioust wjoxk^ whicb* 
lM?^hA4*tiie;gun on earth.; wdjthaj: froin ttustime^ 
they-werato fee. him, not: with* the bodily ey^e$y| 
wluich wer£ i^ow gazing aftw him, butwitb^ tha 
eyes c^. theix. faith, wiiip^ through, the mediora, 
o$ hi^' pxpmifejS). might ftiU difccxn.hini>in.his in^. 
vijibjp i|^e»,with the fame organ > and through the » 
fame m/^^TQ^we^, ara to view hiia. We have not; 
thft, jri^«ge„. which they had,, ta fee him. in the; 
flejQlx;^bi|t wis,n)ay fe^ himl^yi faith,as eaiily. as they^ 
cou^. It.wa9 huit. fee a^fhort time, tbatth^ en^. 
jcQT^d F^fbpal inte]:)cpurfe withrhim;^ and the 
cImi^ b^St, q£ this antercouife. was. to lay a £wa,r< 
datip^^foir their faiths, Wiiat they fawandihcaird*, 
tdiile he.was^ with, them was, the ground oi^ that 
fisiAth.by; whith.they heUd a cocrefpondence with-^ 
hi^^ alter he.wasgonc., Andit isaHfo the ground* 
oCo^faithinJiim, and communion iwith Jum jaow»> 
St^ John fays,, " That, wluch. we. have: fecn, aad« 
h^rd, decl^tr/S! weunto.yoiu, that ye alfo may. havCr 
fcj^^ftiipwith^us^. and truly our fdlovdhipis^ 
wjbLh. the, Father, aqd withiiis Soa Jefus.G^uriii.'^ 
'riiefight-which the.difciples hadrof their LordaC^ 
cenc^b^in hj^ glory, wias aXuitable mean to confirmi^ 
aiwLenUveu th^ir* faiths But if in .gazing, at.thish 
wpnjdlerful fcene, they, had been fo Jon^ detainiedr 
an4 fo, wholly ab&rbed, .as. to I00& their fpirituali 
i viQwsiDlChrul, its end would have been defeated*, 
The word and ordinances of Chrift aremeaM tat 
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lead our thoughts to him, and affift our converif^ 
with him. But we mud remember, that hearing 
his word, and attending on his ordinances^ are na 
farther acceptable to him, and ufeful to us, than 
thev awaken in us thofe exercifes of faith and lovc^ 
which will excite us to the adive difcharge of all 
religious duties. 

It will be proper for us particularly to confid^r, 
what views of Chrift we fliould have in the con- 
templation of his afcenfion into heaven. 

I. Chrift warned his difciples, that he would go 
to him who fent him- Becaufe he faid this> their 
hearts were filled vidth forrow. To confole them 
in their forrow, he aflured them, that when he 
went to the father, he ihould be glorified with 
the glory which he had before the world was. 
Hence he fays, " If ye loved me, ye would re- 
joice, becaufe I fidd, I go to the father." ** I go 
away, but my peace I leave with you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.** 

At the afcenfion they (aw his glory begun \ and 
hence might conclude, that the glory foretold 
would be completed. ** Becaufe Jefus humbled 
himfelf and became obedient to the death of the 
cro&, therefore God highly exalted him, and 
gave him a name' above every name." And if 
the Saviour has been honoured and rewarded for 
all that he has done and fufiered in our behalf, we 
may reft in the full aflurance, that through him 
our works of faith, and labours of love will be 
gradoufly accepted. And in his name we may 
come to God with all confidence for prefent par- 
don* and future ialvation. Had Chrift been left 
in the grave, opr faith and hope muft have been 
buried with him. But becaufeTie lives, we fhall 
live aMb. Our life is hidden with Chrift in God, 
and when he fhall appear, we fliall appear with 
him ing^ory. 
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3. Chrift told his difciples, that h^ wisis gob^ 
to prepare a place for them in his father^s houie ^ 
and that he ^ould cdme again and receive theiti td 
hioifelf. When they faw him taken up into hea« 
ven, they were niturally reminded of the glori- 
ous manfiohs in God's hoUfe, into which they 
jnight^ one d2iy, be received. And it belcame them 
not to ftand gazing into heaven, but rather to 
JTeek a practical preparation for it, and to afcertaiii 
their title to it. " We arc begotteh to a lively 
hope by the refurreclion of Chrift frotn the dead* 
And if we be fifeh with ChHft, let us feek the 
things, which are above, where Chrift fitteth on 
the right hand of Godi Let us fet our iffbdlon oil 
things above, and not on things on th^ earth/* 
To gaze at heaven is one thing ; to prepare fot 
heaven is another. The contemplation of hea<* 
venly glory is ufeful onhr as tl mean to di'aw out 
afieAion to it^ and quicken our preparation for it* 
When we think of heaven, let us think of the 
quaU^cations neceffary for admiffioti itito it. 
'^ BleiTed are the pure in heart, for theirs is thb 
kingdom of God/' Nothing c&n enter thither^ 
which defiles, or wolrks abomination.'* Let us 
exaunine ourfelves, whether We poftefs the temper 
requiUte for entering itito fo pure a place, slnd foi" 
aflbciating with fuch holy company, as will be 
found there. Let Us call up our tdfolutions a« 
gund; all fin, and fix our purpofes for a humble 
walk with God, that we may now enjoy heavetl 
in hope, and mav hereafter poflefs it in reality. 

^. Before Chnft went away, he taught his dlT- 
ciples, what they might exped from hiln after he 
was gone. . " I go to the Father j and whatfoever 
ye fliall a(k in my name, I will do it for you, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Sou. If ye Ihall 
aflc any thing in my name, I will do it/' 
Vol. V. B b 
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VTiitn they faw thdr Lord afcend^ forrow ^ 
fed their hearts j but the recoHcaion of this pro- 
mife, that he would be their advocate witb thr 
Father, might reafonably turn their forrow mto 
joy* It wa3, on this account, expedient for them^ 
that he fliould go away. 

It Is a comfort to humble chriftians^ in all thek 
approaches to God, that Jefus, who is the propK 
tiation for their fins^ lives in heaven to make la- 
terceifioo for them. We think it a privilege t(r 
ihave pious interceflbrs on earth ; for the prayers 
of the righteous avail much. But a much great- 
er privilege h it to have an advocate in heaven, 
efpecially fuch an advocate as Chrift. Ht is* near 
f o U3 — near in relation ; for he has taken part of 
our flefh and blood, and is not afliamed to call vs 
brethren — ^near in affeilion / for he has been tempt- 
ed as we are, 3nd can be touched with the feet 
ing of our infirmities. He can therefore pray fcr 
us with the earneftnefs of an experienced ihend. 
He can pray with fuccefs f for he is near to 6od» 
He, as \3od*s beloved fon, dweHa in hi* bolbm, 
and God hears him always. He has powerful ar- 
guments to urge in our behalf, ne can plcad 
his own purcha^ ; and God'is approbation or him 
m his work, and promifc to him grounded on Jxk 
tiiliilling this w^ork. This is the Father's promife 
to the lon^ " That he fhall fee of the travail of hi* 
fou), and be fatisSed ; by the knowledge of hi« 
Ihall many bejuftified, becaufe he hath poured out 
his foul unto death, and made interceffion for 
tranfffreffors.** In confideration of Chrift's con- 
tinuau and prcvailing intcrceflion, the apofUe ex-. 
horts us to "come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy wd find grace to hd^ 
in time of need*** 
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4* When CSiiift dwelt on earth, he promifed 
ids difdi^es, that^ *• if he went away, he would 
fend them the comforter, even the fpirit of truths 
who fiiould abide with them forever/^ His glori- 
ous afcent to heaven ought to have remmded 
them, and now to remind us, of that precious 
promiib, by wh^ch the comforts and ailiftances of 
the fpirit are iecured to the faithful. 

The humble chriitian feels his infufficiency to 
the duties and trials to which lie is called. j3ut 
^e is ibong in the grace that is in Chrifl Jefus* 
£te lives on this protnife, '^ My grace is Aifiicient; 
for thee.*' When Ms futh follows Jefus to heav- 
mk^ it looks eameftly and ftedfaftly to him for the 
fupply of the ipirit« Confdous of his own weak<» 
ndlsy he, adopts for himfelf Faults prayer for the 
Ejphefiansy tnat ^' God would grant tnem accor- 
<hng to the riches of his ^lorv to be ftrengthened 
with might by his foirit in the inner man } that 
Chrift might dwell m their hearts by £uth ; and 
that, bdbig rooted and grounded in love, they 
might be able to comprehend with all faints what 
16 the length and breadth and depth and heiditj 
and to know the love of Chrift, which paneth 
knowleii^, and might be filled with all tne fuU 
nets of God/* 

5. The angels exprdsly dired the difciples to 
regard the afcenfion of Chrift, as an evidence of 
his ftcond coming. *^ This fame Jefus, who is tar 
ken up from you into heaven, fhall £d in, like man- 
ner come, as ye have feen him go into heaven/* 

^* As Jefus was once offered to bear the iin of 
many, fo to them who look for him he ihall ap> 
pear a iecond time without fin unto falyation.'* . 

Jefus tauzht his difciples, that as God had ap« 
pointed a time for the general judgment of tnp 
world, fb he had committed the adminifbration 
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of this judgment to him who was the Jon ofman. 
This great and folemn doftrinc now received new 
confirmation by Chrift's refurreftion from the 
dt^,d and afcenfion into heaven. The apoftle iays^ 
•* God hath appointed a day, in which he will 
judge the world in righteoufhefs, by that man 
whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath ^ven 
afiurance unto all men, in that he hath raifed him 
from the dead/* 

When the difctples faw their Lord afcending in. 
Jm glory, how naturally might his former decla- 
rations relative to his coming to judgqaent, filt 
their minds ^ 

The angels fay, « This fame Jefus (hall come." 
Jefus was God manifeft in the flefh. He afcended 
in the fame body in which he appeared on earch« 
And in the lame body will he come to judgment. 
Thejudgment is committed to him, becaute he ia 
the Jon of man. The general refiirreAion will pre- 
cede thejudgment, that the dead may be judged 
as men in the fieih ; and Jdtus will defcend from 
beaven with his real body, that he may fit to 
judge them as a man in the flefh. ^ When he fliall 
come in the douds of heaven, every eye ihall fee 
him/' The judgment, of which Chrift fo often 
fycdks^ is not a figurative and imaginary fcene ; 
it wilt be a real, fenfible tranfadion. 

If we are to be judged by Chrift, certainly we 
need not fear any undue rigor or unreafonable ie* 
verity. The Judge is a partaker of our nature ; 
he was made, though without fin, yet in thcr 
likenefs of our finful fiefh ; he has experienced 
our infirmities, and been tempted as we are. He 
will know what allowance to make for our temp* 
tations and infirmities* He will feel no prejudice 
againfl us. He will accept the fincerity of the 
heart and the willingneis of the fpirit, even though 
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there have been great failings through the weak- 
ncfs of die flefh. We have nothing to fear from 
the^fternfovcrcignty of the Judge ; our only dan- 
gcr is from the intractable perverfencfs of our own 
, hearts. If our hearts condemn us not^ we may 
have confidence in the day of judgment ; for every 
man will be accepted accordmg to that he hath, 
and not according to that he hath not. More or 
lels will be required of every one, according as 
more or lels has been committed to him. The 
judgment will be iuch a full revelation of God*3 
lighteoufhefs in the diftribution of rewards and 
punifhments, that every mouth will be ftopped, 
and all who are condemned will fee themielves 
guilty before God. If our hearts now condemn 
lis, let us remember, ** God is greater than Our 
hearts, and knoweth all things.'* 

The angels iay, " This Jems will row^,** figni- 
fyin^9 that the judgment will be held near the 
confines of this world. This theapoftle more ex- 
plicitly teaches. " The Lord himfelf Ihall de- 
icend from heaven ; the dead in Chrift {hall be 
raifed, and at the fame moment they who are a* 
live (hall be changed ; and they (hall be caught up 
, together in the clouds to meet the Lord m the 
air.** This world, which has been the place pf 
human probation, will be the fcene of the filial 
judgment. When the trial (hall be finilhed, and 
the fentence paffed, then the oppofite charaderg 
fliall go away, the one to everlafting puniihment, 
the other to life eternal. 

The angels farther fay, <' Jefus (hall fo come, 
in Jikf manner as ye have feen him go into heaven.'* 
He went up to heaven in a glorious manner ; his 
body was changed to a fpiritual body ; he was 
attended with miniftering angels ; a bright cloud 
received him> and carried him beyond the fight 
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of guia^ mortak. Wlicsr be defce&ds to judo* 
XMBC, be will ceine in a cloud, funrowKkd wvax 
the l^ory <^ Ub Father, aiKi attended with an in* 
numerable hoft of aagds ; he wifl ieat himfelf on 
bis throne^ and call the nations before him f hi 
HnSX fepafate the rigbteous from the widited with 
as much eisaftneis, as a Ibepherd divides Us iheep 
^om tbe goats ^ the f<Hrmer he will admit to the 
kingdom f rqpared for them, and will doom the 
latter to the {4aoe of puniibnaent origjuiaUy d&^ 
figned for the devU and bis ai^els« 

The final jiadgment of the world is the moftr 
fcAsmn and moBieftt4>ns events that we have ever 
l^rd of, as f afi!^ or to come. Nothinc has yec 
OGGwrred iince the world began, and nothine ever 
vnXk occdr, while tinK ifaattlaft, which can in any 
meafure equal this, in grandeur <Mr importance* 
The reality of fuch an event the ficripture has a£> 
firmed m divine authoritv^ and proved by un^ 
gaonfayable arguments^ Tbe majefty of the foene 
it has ddcribed^ not with the ftudied figures oi 
f hetoric, but with the nx^ft natural and afie&ing 
fimfdidty of (Mn language. Defcripticm can bor« 
row iK> ioM^es from nature to exak the foene ] 
for in all natttfe there is nothing fo grand and 
fidemn, as the icene itfelf. The plaineft and fim« 
^kft defeription is the moft impreifive } and it is 
fins kind ^ defcription, which the fcripture has 
^bofeiw 

If you would raife ip your nunds the moft af^- 
letting and influential apprehenfions, of . thf 
judgmeiM^ go, read yiDur bible i and attend to 
what you read« When you have cliriG^ the book 
and laid it by^ ccNnpofe your minds to conteni- 
^ale atid vp^y what you have read. TUnk on 
Che majefty of the judge from heaven, the fplen* 
4aic ef his throne in the Iky, the myriads of at* 
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teadinK Mgdb, tht<menm^<}i the graves 'Wiev^ 
etj fioe, and tlie li&tg <if the dead at] wonnA 
yott-^^Tbiiik on ^e amaetng aflembly wkkh wM 
be gaftheped bef((H^ the thvone— -an j^iniUy <xm« 
fifttng «ff all who have er^ Iked, and ibali h^vc 
Imdoa eaftfa, from the frft to the k^ftep in the 
hftonaii fecoeffioB.. Ckmceive ia yaur mhuls tte 
feretie {^teafure, which will fai3e io the fKea <d£ 
fionxe ; and the bcirror audi aftottifluaept, whick 
will be depicked in the countenances of others. 
Contemplate the ftrt^»e& and equky with which 
the chainfters ^ men will lie examined, asd the 
ittfl&pe -and impsrtisdity with whidi the difieremt 
iittes wiH fae decided. Attend to the ^fislemn fen- 
tetipe hy vMch, feme will he eaUed up to <$ifienaxl 
glpiy, and others doomed to bladuie6 <£ Abo^ 
ikx& for ^vw^ Hear the tdnraphaAt foitgs ^ the 
ibrtner, and the hideous kmentatkms of the lafi- 
ter. '\^ew the heavens paffiog away with <dretd- 
fol fioife, the dements melting with Crarvent heat^ 
the i^rth aH in fttmes^ and nature nibing to fi» 
tial (klelhiition. Andwfll you not be amassed at 
the fcene ?-<-Aaft alter afl that you can imag^mt, 
the moft sdfefting drcumftance iUll vemains to be 
fnggefked ; y<m youriel?ies wfllbeperfonsdlypce- 
feoft, and deeply concerned in the judgment ; awl 
you win then hear your everlafdng conditicnx 
deiermtned* ^ 

^* Seeing, then, we look for &ch things, what 
manner oFperfons ought we to be in ail hdy con- 
ver&tion and godfine&, lodkingfer, and h^^s^ 
unto the coming of the day of the Lord? L#t 
ns be diligent, that we may be 'fouiul of him in 
peace, without {^p6t and Uamelefs/* 

Onir fnbjed teaches us with what meditations 
and sflfedions we fhould approach the table of the 
lord, .^rhkh is now fpread before us»^ 
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Here is exhibited to Us that .wonderful Saviouf^ 
who once dwelt on earth— 'fufiered death for our 
fins — ^was laid in the grave— rofe from thence and 
afcended to glory—lives to make ihterceflion for 
us, and to £fpenfe fupplies of grace to us^^^^-and 
will hereafter come to judge the world in rights 
eoufhefs^ to puniih the wicked with everlaftine de« 
firuAion from his pfefence, but to be glorified in 
the (aintsi and to be admired in all them who be* 
lieve. 

When we cdme to this table, Wd are not mere^^ 
ly to gaz6 at the fcene exhibited before us, or to 
partake of the elements prefented to us. This 
will be no better^ than if the difciples had flood 
gazing up into heaven, without thinking of the 
ends, for which their Lord had afcended thithen 
While we fit at the table^ we are to exercife faith 
and love towai'd the Saviour, who is here repre^ 
fehted to us. His death muft imprefs us with a 
fbnfe of the evil of our fins, and awaken in u» 
new refolutions agdnft them« His afcenfion muft 
raife our a£Pedions to that world whither he is 
gone« His interceflion muft encourage us to draw 
near to God in his name« His promifes of the 
fpirit muft animate us in all the labours and con* 
Aids pf the chriftian life. His coming to judg** 
ment muft excite our diligence in every good 
work, that we may be found to honour and glok 
ry, when he comes. 

What benefit could the difciples derive from ga^ 
zing into heaven, unleis by faith they looked to Je- 
fus, who was there ? As little benefit ihall we derive 
from fitting at this table, unle& we here behold by 
fitith a dying, rifing, afcending^ and interceding 
Saviour. Looking at the table and eating the 
bread and drinking the wine upon it, without 
any fpiritual views of Chrift, and friendly affee- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sernkk !^tV. afcenc^ng Lord^ iog 

tions to one another, is no better than gazing at 
the fkj. Let us therefore, in the ordinance be* 
fore us, dra^ ntkt to Chtlft with tfue hearts in 
the full aflurance of faith, keep the feaft with fin- 
cerity and truths eat and dnnk together with 
brotherly love, and Walk worthy of him, who 
has called us to his kingdom and glory. 



Vol. V. C c 
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SERMON XV. 

The Rainbow around the Throm* 
A Communioi^ Sennon. 

R£V£I;ATI0N iv. o. 

And dieit wat a lUinbow round about the Throne, ia fight like imto aa* 
eroerald. 

VTOD is a ^irit pure and immenfe, invifi^ 
Me to human eye, and tncomprehenfible to hu* 
man thotight. But he condefcends to exhibit 
himfelf to us by fuch figurative expreffions and 
fenfible emblems, as may give us fome faint ap- 
preheniions of his perfe^ons and glories, and 
awaken in us fuch fentiments and regards, as are 
correfpondent to his charader. To denote his 
knowledge, wifdom, power and goodneis, the 
fcripture afcribes to him human faculties and af- 
fedions. To denote his fovereign donunion, it 
reprefents him as feated on a throne^ and there 
attended by his miniflers of &3te. To denote the 
glory of his dominion, it defcribes this throne as 
placed ia the heavens, and encompafied with a 
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rainbow. John lays, " I was in the fpirit j and " >« 
behold^ a throne was &t in heaven, and one fat ^ 

upon the throne. And he that fat upon it was 
to look upon like a jafper, and a iardine ftoMi ' 
and there was a rainbow round about the throne^ 
in fight like unto an emeraldi'' Iti thefe names 
there is an aUufion to the precious ilones, Which 
the eaitem princes wore in their orowns and gar- 
mencs^ when they appeared in their higheft gran^ 
deur and magnificence. The rainbow about the 
throne is an aUufion to the tdken of God's cov4 
e&anc with Noah, and with all flefli^ that the 
world fliould not be drowned by a fecond deK 
uge. After the patriarch's deliverance from the 
food, God faid to him and to his ions, ^ I Xirill 
eftablifli my covenant with you, ndther fhall 
there be any more a flood to deftroy the earth. 
And this flxall be a token of my covenant^ I do 
kt my bow in the cloudy and it (hall be a token 
of my covenant between me and the earth ; and 
it (hall come to pa&, when I bring a cloud over 
the earthy that the bow fliall be fcen in the cloud, 
and t will remember my covenant.'' John, in a 
a&otiy fees the throne of God furrounded with 
the rainbow, the ancient token of his mercy to a 
guilty world. This figurative reprefentation de- 
notes, that God's governmeiit is ftill a govern^ 
meat of grac^ and mercy, as well as of m^^efty 
and power* 

The emblem here exhibited may ufefully tm^ 
ploy our prefent meditations. 

I. God^s being feated on a throne in the heavens 
denotes his fupreme and univerfal government 
over his creatures, and his perfeft kiKiwledge of 
all things, which are done by them, or take place 
among them. 

^^The Lord is in the heavens^ he hath done 
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whatfoever he pleafed. Hie Lord is in his hclj 
temple, his throne is in heaven. His eyes behok), 
and his eyelids try the children of men. The 
Lord trieth the righteous, but the wicked his Ibul 
hateth. On the vdcked he will rain an horrible 
tempeft, but his countenance beholdeth the up« 
right- 

As God made the world, and all creatures in 
it, fo he continually upholds them by the word 
of his power. A creature can no more prefenre^ 
than it could originate its own ezifience. God's 
goremment b univerfal ; for every particular be- 
ing is as dependent on him, as the creation in gen- 
eral. 

His government extends to moraty as wdl as to 
animate and inanimate creatures. He treats all 
beings agreeably to the natures, which he has 
given them. He has made men capable of a mor- 
al conduft, and he exerdfes over them a moral 
government^ and will finally judge them, as mor- 
al beings, according to their works. Inkiocent 
beings, that they may be entitled to his accept- 
ance, muft per&vere in their innocence. Such 
was originally the character of man. ^^ He was 
made upright.'' Such was originally the condi- 
tion of his acceptance. ^ If he obeyed God's 
law, he was to live by it.*' 

But for £illen and guilty man, there is nrsfc- 
cioufly introduced a new conftitution adapted to 
his k^ed and impotent condition. Pardon, im- 
mortality and glory, through the intervention of 
a mediator, are procured for, and o£Feredto this 
guilty creature. The terms on which he becomes 
entitled to thefe bleifings, are repentance of paft 
fins, faith in the appointed redeemer, and a life 
devoted to God in new obedience. We are to be 
judged according to this conftitution. <' God 
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win judge the fecrets (^ men according to the 
goipel — ^according to the law of liberty.** Noi^ 
perfec)^ innocence and iinleis obedience, but iin- 
cere repentance and heart-purifying faith are now 
the terms of our admiflion to God's eternal fa<- 
your. 

God, who fits on his throne, knows the hearts 
of all men, and he will bring every work, into 
judgment with every fecret thing. To them 
who, by patient continuance in well doing, (eek 
for ^ory, he will render eternal life. To them 
who obey not the truth, he will recompenfe in- 
dignation and wrath. 

The moral government of God is juft and per« 
fed. Whatever complaints men may now make 
s^iiift it, the time is coming when every mouth 
will be flopped. God will reveal his righteoufnefs 
to the full iatisfaclion of the faints, and to the 
utter confufion of the ungodly. The former will 
admire his wifdom and grace ; the latter will be 
filenced under a convidion of his holiness and 
juflice. 

3. John, in his vifion, had a view of the glory 
of God's character, exhibited in the rainbow^ 
which furrounds his throne. 

The rainbow, which is one of the mofl: beauti*, 
(ul and majefUc phenomena in the heavens, b apt- 
ly chofen to reprefent the glory of God. The 
beauty of the rainbow is the affembbge of all the 
colours in nature, in a foft, but fplendid luflre. 
The glory of Grod is the union of ail conceivable 
perfections in one chaprader ; fuch as power, wif* 
dom, goodnefs, juftice, truth and ndthfulnefs* 
Thefe perfedions, like thp colours in the bow, 
Uend and mingle with one another. 

We confider the perfedions of God feparatdy, 
for our narrow minds cannot view them comprc- 
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hcnfivcly. ftttt as they cxift in hU Datut^, they 
%nite ; and as they are exel'dfed in his goverti« 
Aient, they co-operate. His (>oWer is direAed by 
wifilotti, and his wifdom i^ combined with good- 
neid. His goodnefi confults the happinefi q£ Ms 
creatures, but in ways confident with juftice. 
He never injttres one of his cireitures to proni6te 
the intereft of atiother, or to increafe the happi- 
t^dA of t muhitude. To many be gives more 
than they €e>uld claim ; but from none does he 
withhold the good, to which they are entitled. 
He never perverts his juftice. Violates his promife, 
or departs from the fettled laws of his moral gov* 
ernmentin prejudice to fome, or in partial favour 
to others. He inflicts puniihment on irreclaima^ 
ble offenders ; but never lays on them more than 
is right. And in punifhing thefe, he has kind 
and benevolent ends towards his fubjefts in gene- 
ral. The mifeiy to which the incorrigible arc 
doomed in the future world is doubtlels intended 
Sot the greater happinefs of his moral^fyftem. In 
the £evereft difpenfations of his providence in 
this world, goodnefs operates, and happinefs is 
promoted. The wicked are affliAed, that they 
may awake to repentance, and efcape the mifery 
of the world to come. The godly are chafiifed 
iot their profit, that they may be made partakers 
of God's holinefs in a larger meafure. As many 
as he loves, he rebukes and chaftens, that they 
may be zealous and repent. 

No one fingle attribute, if taken by itfelf, would 
be glorious. The glory of his charafter confifis 
in the union of them all. Power without wifdom 
would be blind cafual force* Wifdom without 
jufl:ice and goodnefs would be artifice and craft, 
juftice without goodnefs would be rigour and fc- 
vcrhy. Goodnefs without juftice would be tame- 
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ncfs* 3ilt aU thefe attributes united form z com- 
plete^ an amiable^ a glorious character. Thi^ 
cbarador is tbe beauty of holinefs — the beauty of 
the Lord» which angds admire, which faints love 
tQ contemplatCy and in which they wiU ever re- 
joice. 

It was the d^fire of the Pfalmifi, that he might 
dwell in the houfe of the Lord, to behold his 
beauty> to fee his power and glory, and to enq^e 
4t his temple. 

In this union of all perfe^ons, God appears to 
he a^worthy o^edt of prayer and praife, of hope 
ax)d love, of fubmiflion and obedience. On him 
^vee depend for all that We want, and to him we 
may ^o with all our requefU. We are indebted 
to mm for aU that we enjoy, and to him we 
ihould oSer the iacrifice of praife continually. 
Jffifl commands, like his nature, areholy^ jufi and 
^od, requirine nothing, but what tends to hap* 
pinefs, and formdding nothing, but what tend9 
to mifery ; and to them we may fafely yield an 
implicit and unre&rved obedience. His eye be^ 
holds us in all our dangers ; his mercy pities us 
in an our affiidions ; his prefence furrounds ua 
wherever we dwell ^ and in him we may confi« 
dently truft in all our feaxs. 

How happy is the good man, interefted in the 
favour of filch a bong? Rdoice in the Lord, yc 
righteous* hst aU the uprignt in heart fhout for 
joy. No evil ihaU eventually h^f)pen to the juft ;. 
no real ^ood will be withheld from them, who 
walk upnghtly. 

But let unners tremUe before him. The God 
who h able to &ve, is able atib to deftroy. Be 
whp is merdfiil^ is alfo holy. Be who loves the 
righteous^ is angry with tne wicked. He who 
forgives Uie penitent^ wiH puniih the bold tran£^ 
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greflbrs. Let the guUty confider their dangef, 
and confider alfo their hope. Let them hear the 
voice, and accept the call of mercy, left juftice 
airreft them, and there be none to deliver. 

Some may perhaps ima^ne, that God's charac- 
ter would be more glorious, if no punilhment 
were denounced againft the ungodly, but happi^ 
nefs enfured to all. 

But would his kingdom appear more honorable 
now, if there were in it nothing but vice ? Or 
would heaven feem a more excellent place, if they 
who love and praftife vice were admitted into it? 
Does not God appear more amiable as a holy be- 
ing, than in an oppofite character ? If no punifh* 
ment were threatened to iinners, would not wick- 
ednefs more abound among men, and fewer be fit 
to enter into that world, where nothing enters 
that defiles ? 

If moral impurity be inconfiftent with human 
felicity, and with the glory of God's kingdom, 
then the threatenings denounced againft the final- 
ly impenitent, and the judgments executed now 
on a guilty world, are wife and juft j for they 
di^lay the beauty of God's charafter, and con- 
duce to the general happinefs of his moral fub- 
jeds. Do you think, that if God's charader 
were all goodnefs and mercy, without holinefs to 
rejed, or juftice to condemn the finner, or truth 
to execute his threatenings, it would be more 
lovdy and beautiful ? You greadv err. Its whok 
beauty would be blotted out, like the beauty of 
the rainbow, if but a fingle colour remained. 

Who are thev, that wifli for a God all mercy, 
without holinefs and truth ? They are the iame^ 
who wiih for a life all fin, without repentance 
and virtue. It is corruption of heart and con- 
fdoufixeis of guilt, which make men wiflx to 
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place God's whole glory in mercy to the exduiion 
of every other attribute. But let God be true» 
though man be condemned as 4 finner/ 

3* The rainbow around Cod's throne is an em* 
blem of the grace of the gofpel difpenfation. 

The bow was anciently a fign> that God would 
often fend Ihowers to refrefh the earth, buc 
i^ould no more fend floods to drown the world. 
The appearance of it in heaven denotes, that the 
throne of God is a throne of grace* Such the 
SLDoftle calls it. *^ Let Us come boldly to the 
throne of grace^ that we may obtain mercy, and 
find fl;race to help in time of need." 

When God brought in a flood on the world of 
the ungodly, he uved the family of righteous 
]^7oah. It hence appears, that he knows how to 
deliver the godly of temptation, and how to re« 
ferve the unjuft to the day of judgment to be 
puniflied 

Though the waters of Noah will never return 
to cover the earth, yet judgments of different 
kinds are fiill executed on guilty nations, and a 
da]r b appointed in which the world fhall be judg. 
ed in righteoufheis, and retribution made to every 
man according to his works. In the mean time, 
God has placed us under a difpenfation of grace, 
which offers pardon to the penitent, the holy fpir* 
it to to the humble, and eternal life to them, who 
patiently feek it. He exhibits himfelf on a throne 
with ah emblem of mercy to invite us to him, 
and encourage our reliance upon him. Thither 
we may go in the name of Jefus the mediator ; 
there we may confeis before him our guilt and 
corruption, and may fupplicate his pardoning 
mercy and iandifying grace } there we may^pleaa 
our impotence and mifery, and liis allfufifidencyt 
and boundleis goodqefs : there wc may fill our 
Vol. V. *" Dd 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



21 8 ^ The Rainbcia around 

moutlis with arguments drawn from his love ti* 
fending his fon to be our Saviour — ^from the Cicri- 
iice which this Savioiur has ofiered, and the inter- 
cd&on whkh he is ftili making in heaven--*-fron» 
the proaiiies contained in his word, the mercy her 
has fbewn to others, the calls he has fent to us, 
and the defires he has awakened in us. We may 
go to him under our doubts and fears, and pray 
for light to guiile us and ftrength to fupport usir 
We may go to him under our temptations and 
dangers, and feek grace for our fucconr and de- 
fence. We may go to him in feafons of afflidion^ 
and tell him all our pains and forrows, andmay 
plead his promiies to the afflided, and the confOi* 
lation given to his children in trials like ours. 

How delightful muft be a view of this throne 
to humble, and believing fouls I They behold it, 
not as a throne of judgment furrounded with light* 
enings and flaming nvords to punifli the guilty, 
but as a throlie ot grace, encompafied with the; 
loft and charming colours of the racnbow, which 
betoken mercy to pardon the guilty, help the im^^ 
potent, comfort the afflided, fuccour the tempt-* 
cd, and fave the humble. There is noting to 
terrify and affright them from it ; but every thing 
to invite and allure them to it. 

Yea, even finners^ awakened to-a fenfe of guilt, 
may there fee hope of deliverance from the wrath 
to come. Thither they may relbrt, and lay hold 
on offered pardon* From this nothing will es« 
dude them but their own impenitence. Let them 
turn to God, and, however great is their guUt, 
he will have mercy on them, and abundantly par- 
don them. But if they hold fail their iniquities 
and refufe to return, foon the throne of mercy 
will to them be a throne of judgment j the rain- 
feaw will difappear from thdr eyes, and an horrid 
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Uc teropeft will be rained on their heads. Go^th^i, 
ye finners, repsdr with penitent heart and fuppli« 
ant voiqe to the throne of God, while the invit- 
ing emblem of mercy furrounds it. 

4* The rainbow is a token of Godi'sfaithfiilnefs 
to his covenant. In aDufion to its appointment 
as afiga of God^s covenant with Noah, John fays, 
lie fawtt around God's throne in heaven. 

From the beginning oi the world God has dealt 
with men in the way of a covenant. He has 
promifed them bleffings, to be bellowed on their 
performance of certain conditions. To this cove- 
nant he has always annexed fome viable fymbol 
4>f his futhfulnefs. To our firft parents there was 
an implied promiie of immortality on condition 
of abftinence from the interdided fruit. As a tOr 
ken of this immortality flood the tree of life in 
the midll of (he garden in which they were plac- 
ed. Alluding to this John iays, ^ BldTed are they 
who do God's commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, whichris in the midti: 
of the paradife of God." 

After the apoftacy there was the promife of a 
Saviour^ who br his own death (hould redeem 
men from the death brought into the world by 
the firft tranigreffion, and who fliould procure for 
the faithfiif a refurreflion to a glorious immortal- 
tty. As a tc^ea of this covenant, facrifiqe was 
initituted. The coats of fkin, with which our 
progenitors, after their lapfe, were doathed, were 
doubde& taken from beafis fl^n for (acrifice i for, 
as flefli was not then permitted for food, there 
could be no purpofe, but facrifioe, for which beafts 
ihould be flam« And we find, that the fons of 
Adam brought, one the fruit of his field, and the 
other the firaing of his flock, an offering to the 
jLord« 
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The covenant with Noah and his fons, and with 
all flefh, that the earth fliould not again be depop- 
ulated by a flood, was confirmed by the fign of 
the bow in the cloud. 

When God renewed the covenant of grace with 
Abraham and his feed, he appointed circumdfion 
as its feaL To this, under the Mofaic difpen£u 
tion, the paflbver was added. In the place of 
thofe feals, baptifm and the Lord's fupper are in- 
fiituted under the Chriftian difpenfation. Thefe 
refer to the blood of Chrift, called ^^ the blood 
of the covenant ;'* and to the £in£tifying grace 
of the fpirit, called " the wafliing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the holy ghoft, which 
is Ihed on us through Chrift." The defign of 
thcfe inftitutions is, that we may remember God's 
gracious promife, and his faithfulness to perform it. 

God fays to Noah, ** when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, I will fet my bow in the doud, and I 
will remember my covenant.*' This was an inti- 
mation to the patriarch and his fons, that, when 
they law the bow, they fhould remember God^s 
promife, and believe the fulfilment of it. 

Senfible fymbols are intended, not to remind 
God, but to remind us^ of his holy covenant. 
When John fays, he faw a rainbow round about 
God's throne, he fignifies, that God is fsiithful to 
his word, and remembers the mercy which he 
has promifed. 

The covenant of God with men is founded in 
the blood of Chrift. This has procured all the 
bleffings, which the covenant contains. The in- 
fiituted fymbols are to lead our minds to this 
blood. Accordingly the elders, who fat around 
the heavenly throne, beholding the grace and glo- 
ry there difplayed, are faid to fall down before 
the Lamb, andtofinganewfong,iaying, ^^Thou 
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W9& lladn and haft redeemed us unto God kf thy 
blood^and haft made uskings and priefts untohim/' 

David fpeaks of God^s covenant as ordered in 
all things and fure. The prophet calls it ^^ the 
fure mercies of David ;*' or the mercies promifed 
in Chrift the fon of David. This ftability of the, 
covenant is indicated in the rainbow around God^ 
throne^ 

The fame mercy, whidi conftituted the cove- 
nant, will make it eood. ^ The promife is by 
grace, to the end t£at it may be fure to all the 
^ed, even to them, who are of the faith of Abrap 
ham.'' 

" The Lord is a God of truth/' Men make 
promifes, and fail of performing them ; but ^ he 
is not a man, that he (hould lie, nor the fon of 
man, that he fhould repent.^' ** He is faithful ; 
he cannot deny himfelf." 

" He is the only wife God/* All his counfels 
are formed in wifdom, and none of them will mis- 
carry, like human counfels, through ignorance, 
incaution or want of foreiight. 

" What he has promifed, he is able to perform.*' 
Yea, " he is able to do exceeding abundantly a- 
bove all that we aik or think.'* 

" With him is no variablenels or fhadow of turn- 
ing." " iHis gifts and calling are without repen- 
tance ;** or without change of purpofe. 

To make his promife fiiire, '^ he has confirmed it 
by an oatby that by two immutable things,*' a 
promife and an oatb^ ^^ in which it is impoflible for 
God to lie, we might have a ftrong confolation, 
who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
fet before us." 

The death of Chrift confirms the covenant ; for 
^ it is a remembrance of the holy promife, the 
oath fworn to Abraham." 
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Chrift's blood has purckaied the Ucfltngf, and 
fatified the promifes of the covenant. Hence this 
k called the blood of the New TefUment. Hence 
aH God's prooiUcs are faid to be yea axid amen in 
Chrift. 

For this ftronger confirmation of the covenant, 
Ood haft fist his «iwn feal upon itr Of old there 
were types prefiguring^ now tho-e are ordinaxw 
€es repi^e&tiQg the Sairiour's death, in which the 
covenant is founded In our oblervance of theie 
WIS are to resnember thefaithfulneis, and trufk the 
promifes of God^ 
Reflaclions. 

1. How wonderfidis God^s oondefcenfion in 
treating with us by a covenant ? He not only lays 
lis under obligations to him by his commands^ 
bM himfelf under obligations to ms by his promifes. 
If, in his abfolute fovereignty, he had given us a 
law, required our obediencey and left us in a ftate 
(oi uncertainty, whether he would ibrgive our 
fins, help our infirmities, and remunerate our fer- 
vices, fhll there would be great reafon why we 
ihottld fhidy to approve ourfelves in his fight* 
But he has not placed us in fuch a doubtful and 
anxious fituation. He has dealt with us, rather 
as a £ither, thaa as a ibvereign. He has not only 
inftruded us what is his acceptable will, but fiat- 
ed to us the different confequences of obeying^ 
and of oppofing it. While he injoins duty, he 
promifes tavour. Though we are unworthy <rf 
the imalleft, he gives us a claim to the richeft re- 
ward, 

9. How happy is the condition of thofe who by 
£adth are interefted in God's covenant. 

They are entitled to every bldfing, which they 
can defire, far every blefiing is promifed by a 
faithful God Though they may feem to have 



Digitized 



by Google 



flbrm. IT. the T%rem. . M j 

nothing, yet they havelan things eit^r in. poflcf* 
fion, or in promife* They are now in peace witfi 
Ood, free fFom condemnation, led by the Spirit, 
and entitled to heaven. Affli^ons work lor their 
good, death will be their gain, glory their reward^ 
God is, and ever wiH be their portion. They in- 
Inrit all things. 

3. We fee how we are to fudge, whether the 
UdBings promifed are oursw We am& e^quir^, 
whether we have confented to the conditions of 
them. God is faithful to hb promifes ; but his 
£adthfulneis i» no fecixrity to thofc, who rejed the 
terms on which the promifes are made, nave we 
repented of our fins ? Have we pot ourfelves uti» 
der the law to Chrift ? Do we bring forth the 
fruits of repentance,, and perform the works of 
faith h Then pardon and life are- ours. Hius we 
are to feek for dory ; thus we may appropriate 
the comforts of hope. But if under confdous 
guilt we feek relief by applying the promifes w&hr 
out attending to the conditions, we heal our hurt 
nightly, and the wound will break out a^pdn with 
enraged psdn and augmented danger. 

4. The mercy difpayed in the ^>ipei tbaches us 
to put on humblenefs of mind. 

Between the conditions and the promifes of the 
covenant there is a fure connexion ; Imt this is 
founded, not in the merit of the condkioBS, but 
in the gracious cqpftitution of God. Hefoi^ves 
our fins on repentance, not becaufe repentance de* 
ferves forgivenefi, but becaufe he is abundant i& 
gopdnefs. He gives his fpirit to them who ajk it, 
not becaufe pjrayer deferves the favour, but bo* 
caufe he pities unworthy and helplefi creatures. 
Where Is boa^ng then ? It is excluded^ . I«t hivi 
that glorieth, glory in the Lord. 

Come then, let us repair to the throne of Gcyl> 
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which we behold encompaffed with tokens of 

Sace and mercy, faithfiikiefs and truth. Let u$ 
Idown before it in deep repentance of fin, and 
receive the offered pardon with all the energies of 
fervent defire, active faith and flowing gratitude. 
^^ Let the wicked foriake his way, and tne unright- 
eous man his thoughts^ and let him turn to the 
Lord, who will have mercy on him, and abun- 
dantly pardon him/^ 
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i^ 5n?7^//? M Heaven. 



•*•» , « 'i|^iO'4"»» 



J Sehihm pfedched on the /wi JLo^i/*^ Do^ i^dr jA# 
DedicdUon of a Ntih JUbeiiHg-ffpttst. 



-»«44.^M. 



ItltVELATIDM kki. tf*. 



Atid t liiw no Temple therchi,? for the Lord God Almighty and the tamb 
are the Temple of it. 



OaINT JOHN^ ifi the preceding verles, 
defcfibes thk heavehly^ ftate a^ a fpacious city, in 
Ibnie refpc6b, refbtalbling; the indent Jerufalom^ 
but far more glorious^ fo that it may be called the 
iirurJeru^ileln. 

ik& hedven cannot, M {M^efent, be made viiible 
to us, it is reprefented by images taken from 
things which ate yifible. That our conceptions of 
it m:ly be raifed ais high as itxllgination can afcend^ 
the iniages are borrowed from objeds the moft 
ni^^ifiqent of any, with which mortals are ac* 
qii^nted; arid ih the figUrktive reprefentationt 
fuch cifcumftlnces of fplendor and majefty arecom* 
Vot: V- - E e 
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tiappmefs pf tbU w,Qx\d is yit^ msjny .; Imp Ae 
happiaef§ or t fie y]:/'2<r^ wQijld 9U^h|; to ti^ witiv 
^\\y the graodl objccl of ^h^ focial un^Qi>- I^ 5^ 
0:ate of Tociety^ by iputua,! coi^vjp.u^icatioi^ ^nc^ 
4flift2^nce, each ope ca^ Qi,ake thofe fGig'ntific, mo!*-. 
if^ and fpiritual imptoyenients* whichi wpuici, Ij^ 
uqattaioahle in a ftat^ of '^itude* It i^ not iiier<^, 
ly for our temporal cpnyeniehce, but pfpep^ally 
for pur f^tuTC happin^f^, that (^c)^ b^sj syppoiute^ 
Vfi tp ^iye in fociety , 

The foundatioA of ir^^^ip^ i;^ a ^lief of tie 
exifteuce, aiid> rey^re^p fqr th^ (^l}ara^cjr'p.f 
Cod, We ipay fee evident w h;? t?^g> poiwe^* 
2Wd good|ie6 m ^15 wpifksl Bpt t^is qy^^^c^. 
few would regard, withpij^t (qme fwepia^ 01^05 to, 
c^ th^ir atteut^jp tp it^^ He ha^ fl^ere^te. givcii 
us the word of revelaiipn, Vliick ^j^hipit^ }^i% 
chara^er in a clew, bu^t ^entk %b^;>^ states oiw 
various duties, with^ perfpicuhy, j^iiil ufges theni . 
with impreflive argument^ ; ap4wli2^s |fl<i;itute4 
focial worfhip as > ftandu|ig npe^n of reU^o^s, 
knowledge, internal piety, and fpcl,3J virtue. 

There is the t^mQ re^ibn^ why cpmij^unijfei^. 
Ihould worfliip God in tlieir ib^ial cpiiiiexion, ^ 
wh,y partictilaf pjerfons fhoul^ ^^^^P |^P) i^ thdff 
individual cay acity.^^ If eacf^ man ought- to h?j,ve ^ 
clofet, to which hq may r^tirp and prs^y to hij Fa^ 
ther who fees in fecret, tHe fqci^ty oyght to have 
a temple,, in which all the memt^rs m^iy', aflemblQ, 
to call on their common protedor and bpn^fai^or* 

Even the heathens had tpppples^in theii^ citiea 
for the worflup of theiif imaginary c^rinltiesJ It 
was a, compion fentiment, tW there wer^ *^^y^r 
ble powers, on which they ^ere dfjjejidentj^ «K\d tQ. 
which they were indebted j and it w^sa.natura^l In- 
ference, t^t joiptj^dprajtipn ft^ to tbfi(e 
powers, and temples eirejded for tlvc jfturpofe. 
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Th^ great Jel^vah^ when, he reveled hiipjSdlf 
^p men," 33 the^ fujptaiieand the pnfy tnie God^ 
irrirttuted focial wodhtpVjin^ required the erejftid^ 




ms cbmmap^, ^^ Bi^ild ine a. An^lfulry, ^^^\ ^^3 
cnjc^e]! among youi." And thxi^ iii'the nromiib wl^ict 
accpmBanies it ; ** In every glace^ >r^^*^ I record 
ihy nam^^ * fw?" f om? ur^to yqti, and blcf^ y^^\^ 

In our pr^^nt itnperfpft ftitc,^ ^^{^^ w^ dwelt 
in paterial bodi^]:^ sUrj^ .ft^irbun^^^^^ 
obje^s and receive our know^dgje through corpo- 
real organs, fuch external iiieans ^p heceilary. 
'Aqfe liofy tempefs and ^irituall aiflFe<Mon^^^^ 
are the elfence of religfonj^ mu?t be fpunded la 
knowledge ; and * religious, as 'wett as natural^ 
knowledge, muft be coin]finunicate4 to us tlirp^gh 
the'bofl^ ^^T^Sf t^ncQ God l^as inftituted cer- 
tain for tnj of worftitj) adapted to the l^g|it and 
hearing ;/ knd has difcftec^ us to fp<juefter certain 
places, wl^ere thefe ii\ft)tute4 forms may be olll 
l^rVed. tV^t^ by means of them,our minds may' 
be enliglifened,* oi^r knoyrledge igjproved j a^d P^ 
ous and hb^y dlfpofitions tfou^hdftto aAioi). ^ ^ 

But in heaven the cafe will be bfherwife. Therp' 
we fhan fubfift in a different raannerr-r^withput;' 
thefegrofs l?o4ies, and without thefe^fenfitive or- 
Mns J ajid cpnfeq^uently we ftiall not heed thpfe yi- 
Cbie and feijiible tojrmSi of worlhip, which we find 
fo ueceltary herct I^ence Jphu (ays, ** In neavin 
he fa>y no temple •/' for "heaven was al^ temple^ 
and the glory of tia4 filled it everv where aKW \; 
; We y/ill attend to thi^ thought. ^ SocilJ woiv;; 
fliip is an employment in neayen j b|it no Ve^nple ^ 
is there.'*' 

I, Th?re is no mqtevi'al temple in heaven. * 
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The Ufl^ are fpirits^ pure and a&ive as flames 
of fire. The faints, in the feparate fiate, wUl 
dwdl there without bodies* ^er the refurrec- 
tion^ they will hav^^^bodies i but theie will be 
£tfluoned like to Chnit's glorious body. What 
kind of bodies they will be, we have no exaft 
Cbnception ; but we know, they will be exceed- 
ingly diverie from thefe which . we now pofleis. 
The 2q>o(Ue tells us, ** They are ibwn in corrup- 
tion, cUlhonouf apd weakne& ; out will be raifed 
in incorniptionjj;lpry and power. They are fown 
natural ; but wflfbe raifed fpiritual bodies.'* The 
Drefent organs of feniation they will not need ; 
tor they wm have faculties of perception and com* 
munication, more refined, exalted and compre- 
henfive. They will be all eye— ^ ear — all intel« 
lea. 

Our ienfes of fight and hearing mull be inoon- 
ceiyable to perfons born blind and deaf. The hc^ 
ulties of mnts in glory are inconceivable to us^ 
who have no inlets of knowledge, but the aven- 
ues of the fenfes. But to fuppQfe, that they can 
have no faculties more perfed than ours, would 
be as abfurd, as if a man born blind fliould judge, 
thjtt there nas no way to acquire the knowledge 
of fenfible objeds, but by feeling ; or one born 
deaf Ihould conclude, that there could be no in- 
terccHirie between man and man, but by figns. 

In the heavenly world, where the worfluppers 
are all fpiritual bdngs, without any fuch grois 
bodies as thefe, in which we dwell, there will be 
no need of temples conflxuded of timber, £kone 
and earthly materials, like thefe, in which we 
a0emble for worihip. yTe are itruck with the 
grandeur, and pleafed with the beauty of a mag- 
nificent and elerant temple. The fi^ht of it ele- 
vates the thoughts, and aflifb the ipurit of devo- 
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tion. But k bears no comparifon with, and no 
real fdefriblance to that glonous place called hear-^ 
en, where faints and angek pay their devotions* 
Xvery thing there is adapted, not to pleafe the 
eyes, but to gratify the refined tafte of pure antf 
lioly minds. 

s. In heaven there at no Ufcal temfJes. 

Here on earth Ve ereft one temple in this place^ 
suid another in that, to accommodate fuch a num« 
ber oiF people, as can conveniently aflemble td 
^orfhip.m it. 

The Jews bad only one temptd for the whole 
station, in this they aHeihbled three times a year 
to celebrate the principal feftivals infBtuted in the 
law. The attendance of thofe, who lived in the 
femote parts of the cdtintry, was tedious and la* 
borious. But yet pious people cheerfully fubmit- 
ted to the fatigue, that they might enjoy the fub* 
lime picture oi appearing before God« Alluding 
t6 the national attendance at the temple in Jerufa* 
lem, the Plafanifl fays, ^ Bleffed are they who 
dwdD in thine houfe ; bleffed b the man whofb 
ftrength is in thee j in whofe heart we the ways 
of them, who, paffing through the vaBey of Ba»- 
ca, make it a well ; the rain aUb ifleth t^e poctfsv 
They go ^om ffarength to flrength ; every one of 
them appeareth before God in Zion.'^ 

Befide the three annual fefUvals, there were 
daily fecrifices offered at certain hours, both morn- 
ing and evening, at the temple. At thefe hours, 
which were hours of prayer, they, who lived near 
to the temple, attended there ; fuch as lived re- 
mote, prayed with their faces toward the temple. 

For the weekly worfhip of the fabbath, there 
were fynagogues biiilt in every confideraUe city, 
town and viflage ; and. here the peo^Je met to • 
hear the law, and to unite in prayer. In the 
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Chriftian wprld ptic ciik/is umilarV Tliere mii& ije 
churches ere^ed in various p!aces, ii iuitable dijt 
tance^ fur the accommodation oF aU> who wifii 
tN> unite in ibcial deyotibiu . , ... 

in heaven there will be no occaiibti tot ihefi^.ib* 
cal fanduarks } all heavep ma^ bo pn^ tp?¥^^ T^^^ 



they fly ; when tney dy, tney ny fwiftly.. They 

^ fi]f:e jBaiQiei p^ fire ; like a ^aih of lightning* 

They are ao^ Qbii^d to gather ^around, and at- 

tenci to particular teaches tor inuru^ioh. As all 

2^re les|r9cr$» fq ^U are teachers, ^au priefts^ all niiii. 

iftering iQpirits. T&e heavenly city is one fpacioi^ 

temple^ ^ and the heavenly inhabit^ ts are one vail 

congregation, and in the worihift of Ooid they 

fpend one eUrnal fabb^ith. tn the hioiiiit Zidji.a- 

bove« ^the innumerable company of angels and &ir- 

its of juft men made perfed aire one general afle^- 

bty ) onp uoivprfal church* Whei^ Johii^ in vifiop^ 

Ivid a view^ of the heavenly worffiip, ** he hearcf.' 

the v^ice of fnany £unts and angels round ihbiii 

the throve of God, and the numoer of them was 

t^ thbufaod tinges ten thouiarids^ aiid ihbufanas 

of thoufahds. Yea, every credture in heaivch aiid 

earth heard he, faying, Blelfing and Kbnoiir and 

glory be untq. him that iitteth oii the throne^ and 

to the Limb for ever and ever.*^ 

3* In heai^en. there are no/epardte and no fafiy 
temples* Th^ inhabitants of populous towns and 
dtiea on earth divide intp difierent aflemblies, aiid 
build different temples, becauie tliey are tod nii- 
meroua to be accommodated in one. But the in- 
liabitants of the heavenly dty^ though vaflly mbre 
numerous and more zealous than mortals oh eartht 
can meet in one aflembly, and all wotihip togeth- 
er, without confttfion or interruption. 
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Chiifiiaiig, in this imperfeft ftate, often form, 
themfdves into diftin^ lodeties, not becaufe thev 
are too numerous^ but becaufethcv are too unchan« 
table to worihip in the fame houfe. Differing, per* 
haps immaterially, in dodrinal fentiments, or cer-, 
emonial uiages, they call themfblves by different 
names, and attend on the ordinances of God in. 
different places. In heaven there can be no fuch 
cauies oif iepafation. AU are of one mind } of 
one accord. Charity never fails* Sdfiihnels nev« 
er predominate There is no iealoufy or diftruft ; 
no pride or envy ; no felf-will or cont en^.pt o 
others ; no diipoiition to withdraw from, or to 
exclude one another. Angels difdain not to . wor-* 
flip in the fame affembly with men. The higheft 
iaints think not themielves too great or too good 
tobe fellow members with the loweft of their breth- 
ren« All are one in afibclion. All mind the fame 
things. 

4. Heaven is all one temple, becaufe the glory 
of God fills it every where. John fays. He faw 
no temple ; no diftmd temple ; for God and the 
L^mb are the temple^ 

In the temple of Solomon there was a vifible 
glory, which refted on the mercy-feat between the 
Cfaerubims. This is fometimes called the bright 
doud, the pillar of fire, the glory of God, the 
excellent glory. It was an emblem of God's pre- 
lence. From this glory, when God was confulted 
inbehalf of his people, oracles were given by an 
audiUe voice. God is laid to dwell between the 
CherubuiAs, becaufe between them, on the mercy- 
ieat in the temple, was the refidence of that glori- 
ous luibre, which betokened his prefence. This 
ieems to hav^ been a prefiguration of the perfonal 
appearance of Jefus Chrift, the briffhtneis of God's 
ffory, in the fecond teniple. In this rcfpedt, the 
Vol* V- Ff ^ 
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glory of the latter tempfe, was gteater^ tfutt the 
glory of the former. 

To the vifible ^ory^ which was in Solomon'a^ 
temple^ Jfohn alludes in our text. Hk faw no fitch 
tetnpte in heaven ; no temple illuminated, as that 
was, by an emblem of God's prefence in one par^ 
tlcular pface ;i nothing, which ifcould gnre one^ 
foot al pre-eminence above all others $ for G6(f him-'^ 
felf and the Lamb were the temple. The "glory of 
God, and the lovelinefs of the Redeemer appear^ 
€d every where, throughout all heaven. -'Fherer 
wad no i^t, but' what was ^lldvelv ; aH glorious V 
fall of God and goodnels ; fidl of Clhrift and grace. ' 
Every thing difpiayed, every heart adinire^ eve- 
ry tongue praifed the Great lehovah and the Bu 
Vine Redtemen AH wa»deve)tioh ; aH was^gritt-^ 
fude J all was admiration and love. 

Hence John adds, •• The city had no need oP 
fhe fun or moon to {hine in it, for the glory of 
God doth Kghten it, and the £.amb £s' the Ught 
thereof, and the nations of them that are ia\Td^ 
wa& in the light bf it.* M th* numerous ih^ 
habitants of heaven continually behold the light 
of that glory^ wEicli Ood and tlK^ Redeemer fyte^A 
through the place; .' » | " 

Chriftbn tempte have not in them thail vifible 
emblem of divine glory,' which was exhibited in' 
the ancient temple \ wst does God) now,' as he 
did formerly^ anfver the prayens and enquiries of 
his people with an audfble^vdici; 'fironi tlie ezdef-' 
fent glory. But hi Chriftian temples he'cfif^taw 
hk glory more ciearly, inftrtrfls us inhis.Wiil 
more funy, acnd communicates hs grace mor^^ene 
tiffiBy. and^ yet in a more eafy atndj^eqtle mim- 
ner, <nanhkdldin hb andeAt teiifiplte^ fnifKele 
hSi diys, he ^peadcs to lis by his fon mthil preacl^- 
ing of the golpel ^' thrcmgh hint he iheds fortib 
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the Spirit: abundantly } and tbrougb him with 
confidence wc may come and obtain mercy, and 
£&d ffi'ace to, help in time <tf need4 In his fan^u- 
41T he. makes. t)^& maiiifeflatiom of himfd^ 
which we <;aa meet no where eUe. Butinheav- 
ea we ihall np more need to refort to p^cular 
temples, that w^ may behold God's glory^ learn 
Jus will) ^d enjoy his preience ; for through all 
Juavea he w01 nunifeft b^mfidf in a nianner adapt* 
icd, and in a meafiire proportioned to the capact* 
tiek of a)l holy bdngs. ^' Qere we fee through a 
f^ darkly $ there we (haU fee face to nu:e. 
WX€ we know but in part } there we fhall know 
,a» we are J^^own.^' 

^ . |hia?ipti)ce the hai^i^e&^f thcf heavenly ilate 
isexprefled by. 9ur Jfeeuig God«— feeing Um as he 
.M— bdkMiiig his fiice— dwelling in his prefence. 
lliefe phra&s import fuch a clear knowledge ci 
his charaacr» firon^ perception oi his glory, and 
Mi enjoyment of his favour, as otur prdent capa- 
city, c&n neither admit nor fuftain. No man can 
^ his £ioe and Uve« That view of his glory, 
.which the. iainti in h^v^n enjoy, would have o« 
verwiielmed them in thdr feeble ftate of mortaM^ 
^ The glory of Chrift's transfiguration on the 
mount Mofes and.Elias could bear } but the three. 
Naples £uik under tt« God now holds back the 
.jaceof his throne, left hi*. glory, burftmg upon 
us in a flood of light, (hould confound and de- 
ftroy tts«. But that glory, whidi would be too 
mighty for Us here, will be our felicity and joy 
hereafter. ^^ hk God's prefence is fulnefs of joy ^ 
at his right hand are pleafures for evermore/' 
When we ihall hereafta: awake in 1ms liket^els, 
then we may behold his fiu:e in righteou&efs* 
When he ihall raife us to glory, he will be the 
ftrength of our heartf and our portion forever^ 
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' Let us now attend to the refledkms^ which a^ 
rife from our fubjed^. 

I. We fee what ufe we ihould make of (yod's 
temple below. Here we are ta acquire a prepsi- 
ration fwThat city, in which b no temple. 

Heaven is a holy place ; and without holinefr 
none can enter into it. God's prefence is the do^ 
ry of heaven ; without a confbrmitv to his char- 
ader, we cannot come into his prefence, nor be- 
hold his glory. By men of corrupt and vicious 
minds — by men who are enemies to God and ho- 
linefs— ^by men who covet nothing tmt earthly 
glory, and rdtfh nothing but fenfual j^kafure, what 
beauty can be feen, and what happme& enjoyed^ 
in that holy place, and in that glorious pretence ? 
God has inftituted the woHhip of his temjde here 
below, that by our attendance upon it we may be 
formed to a capacity of beholcfing the glory and 
enfo^ng the felicity of the worla above. Here 
his law 18 pronounced, that we may fee our cor- 
ruption and guilt. Here his charafter is exhilnted, 
that we may be convinced of our enmity to him 
and demerit from him. Here hitf grace is pro- 
claimed, that we may be encouraged to feek par- 
don by repentance, and to implore his Spirit for 
our renovation. Here the glories and the terrors 
of the future worid are duplaycd, that we may 
be awakened to flee from the wrath to come, and 
to lay hold on eternal life. Here we are called to 
the ezercifes of holy devotion, that we may be 
habituated to, and qualified for the fubtilne em- 
ployments of heaven. When we come to God's 
noufe, we are to banifii all finful paffions, and in- 
vite into our fouls fpiritual and benevolent af- 
fections, that we may be meet to enter into that 
holy city, where aU is goodnefe and love, and 
nothing which difturbs or defiles* 
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2. We fee how Chriftian ibcledes on cardi bay 
beft rdemUe the heavenly city. 

In that dty, it is iaid, there is no 'temi>le» h^ 
caufe the city itfidf is all one temple. God is r^ 
gankd and wor(hii»>ed every where, andhisgkv 
ry is every where difelayed. Such, in fome mea- 
fnre, fhouid be the cWch of God on earths 

As we cannot fpend otHMrbdle time, in fodal 
worfliip, nor affodale for worihip, unlefi there 
be fome kmum time and place, in which we may 
meet together, God has been pkafed to inftitute 
in his word a particular day, and to point out in 
his providence particular places, for this (acred 
purpoie. But itill a Chriftian fodety may, like 
the heavenly city, be all temple. The aj^flie 
lays to the Ephefians, ^^Te are feDow citizens 
with the faints and of the houiehold of God, and 
are built on the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets, Jefus Chrift himielf being the chief cor* 
ner ftone, in whom all the building, fitly framed 
together, groweth into an holy temple in the 
L.ord, in whom alfo ye are builded together for 
an hal^tation of God through ^he S^rit/^ Let 
re]igi<Mi be maintained in every family ; let the 
fcriptures be ftatedly read, and prayer and praife 
daily offered in every dweUing ; let there be jnety 
and benevolence in every heart ; let there be juf- 
tke, peace and charity in aU fbdal intercourfe ; let 
the holinefs which becomes God's houfe be carri- 
ed into the concerns of the world ; let the fear 
of God influence the conmion bufinefs of life ; 
and the^ the fociety is all temple ; the church it- 
felf b a fan&uary ; for God's name is glorified ev- 
ery where, the good and holy eScds of the tem- 
ple worfhip are every where fpread and difiufed, 
and the fociety below refemUes the fodety above. 

The reafbn why Cod calls us to worfliip him in 
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U» Mmk, is tW aC aU tta<% m4 ttf att places, 
we may maintain ziksite:^^ hii piteCeace, teid »& 
SMffeo^Stibin (wl^O'H iny)^^ If ^^ aretlevDut 
«9]y; <m tiie iabbaUi9: aod^profaiie at other tiibes $ 
i£rw£(Aiie.igrave toodictiotisf)!!!^ m the houSCe of 
£i0(ii » '^odf JIght and iratfi te 6tir ixtm houfiss ; if 
we ar4 pMceaUb4iid; orderly ift religiiam aflemblies 
Mlfi^ilnd tlDj1lft9^paft^nate and contentious in 
<oiar or(tttmry tflttt ooiirfe 9K4th' men ; if we a0ume 
^ ai^/pustf : wh^a we.mfM* for divioe wwihip i 
IbM^lMiartfal^ aadtiatrigut^ when #e meet for 
dMl^urpofes} jwet3ii^y:our'pr(xfeffi(m'aad coiitr»- 
(diA 0w afftimed €faara<9fer ; and bur attendaqoe 
•in rherhoufejjof Godbringsto him no honour, 
4l«d te) our fouteno benefit, ** Trufk not in lying 
w^dtt i^ytng. The temple of the Lord are 
thcfe f bat amend yotfrip^ys and doings/' If ye 
Iband before Ood in bk hou&y and iodnlgfe iniqui- 
ly eUewhere^ you make his worihip ^ aboouna- 
itioa» The reafon why you are to worfliip God 
jn hbrtempley to fupprefe evil paffions and to coL 
•tiTaticluoly and benevolent tempers there^ is that 
^fOa m^ do the fame c^ery where» and at all 

Wbm a iieople, by united attendance in the 
temple sKsqutre the true ipirit of the gofpd^ and 
<arrvjthi3 :^ifit with them into their families, in- 
to their pnvate conduift :^Uid into thdr fociai in- 
tercQurfe» thtn the fodety id IUds heaven. It is 
aU one holy temple in the Lord* 
^ $. Ourfubfeft teacheaus, bow to form an opin- 
ion of <mf meetaels for heaven. We muft exam- 
ine outidives whether we have the temper, in 
which the happineia of heaven confifts. 

Though there be no particular or local temide 
thert^ yctJthere iafodal worihip, and this wor- 
ship m c<Uodttded with devottoUf humility and 
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love. There s deep reverenn.of God^ftims^fftjr^ 
rapturous adsnintion^tf kis perfoftiMB MoAm^th^ 
ddightfiilf adorattoa aiml praifi;^. and axQ$KM\aamd 
deicei|fibiiv»d bcanolmce jatidAgidie wradkipJ i 
pen* D&^w&iu zvffAegfim Jnd tlM&tefiqpe«» 

here r Thefif axe the n|2Hdts>flM 

whomOod ap{>n>ves oii earthy aadwfaom^ht w^ 

admit CO bb. pre&ncr abone^ r^tBkfled.are tfaejt' 

that do hb coimiiaBdineiits ; they hayea.j^igfati 

to^tHe tree of life^ and ihali.enterithDOi]gli:the 

Mtes "into die dty»i /But th«r :feasM^ and^ iialMii 

fievingiy and .^bomfauiile^ ffiail be cafi ioiit^iaailr 

ihaU* have their parf kr the lalBcv .1^^ 

fire and brimftone. Thb b the fecond death. 

4. We learn, that in all our approaches to God^ 
we muft regard Chrift Jefus as the mediator 
through whom we obtain admiflion and find ac- 
ceptance. John fays, ^^God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of heaven/^ 

Chrift is honored in heaven as the Lamb of Crod, 
who by his fitcrifice has expiated the guilt of a fin- 
fill world. He ajppears there as a Lamb, that faw 
been ilsdn. Prailes are there fung by the fittnts, 
not only to him who fits on the throne, but alfo 
to the Lamb, who has redeemed them, and made 
them Idngs and priefts unto God. ^ He is there 
glorified in the faints, and admired in all them 
who believe/' They remember, that to him they 
are indebted for all Uie felicity which they emoy, 
atid for all the glory to which they are ezaued. 
^ He is ^orified in them, and they in him/' 
That our worfhip may refemble the heavenly wor- 
ihip, we muft pay honour to this glorious media- 
tor ; we muft remember his dying love, embrace 
him by humble faith, rejoice in the (alvation which 
he has purchafed, and afcribe to the virtue of hb 
blood adl that we enjoy, and all that we hope to 
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cnjoy« If lie is honouted in hea\reti, let . qs hon- ' 
qm him on eartk If ai^geb adore him for his 
hcocvOknce to men^ let men adore him for his 
benevolence to them. No forms of worihip are 
of any valne in the fight of God, if the Redeem* 
er» whom he hasient, be foreotten and difr^purd* 
ed. If we bdieve in God» let us believe alio in 
Ghrift. If .we honour the Father, let us likewife 
honour the fon. f ' For we are redeemed by the 
predoin UoOd oi Chrifiy who was manifefted in 
thde laft times for us, who by him bdieve in God» 
thatndifid him from the dead and gave him g^ 
ry, thatont faidi and hope might be in God.'' 
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SERMON XVII. 



Unhetfal Pralfe fir RedempHtnu 



A Commimion Sermon* 



ISAIAH xliv. S3. 

Sbg, O ye heaveni, for the Lord huh done it : Shout, yt lowor paits of the 

*eiith : Break forth into finging, y« moantaint, O foreft, and every tret 

tfanein ; for the Lord hath redeemed jKoh. nd glorified himfcif in I fuel. 



X HE deliverance of the Jews from their 
captivity in Babylon, which is often a fubjed: of 
Ifaiah's predidions, fo nearly refembled, in feve- 
ral drcumftances, the redemption of mankind by 
Jefus Chrift, that the prophet feldom mentions the 
former, without feelmg his mind enlivened with 
a ^ew of the latter ; and he rarely difmlfles the 
one without giving a rs^turous difplay of the 
other. In his premdions of that dehverance he 
ufually mingles fome elevated expreffions, which 
can properly be applied only to the great redemp- 
tion. Hence the writers of theNewTeftament 
fo often borrow his language as defcriptive of their 
own times; 
Vol. V. G g 
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That the words of our text refpcft the gofpcl 
difpen£irion, i^ pjobabje from the prophet's call^ 
ing on all creatwcs mbcav^a *n4 e^th to join 
in foncs of praife for God's wonderful mercy. 
The d^vcrance of the Jews from Babylon by Cy- 
rus was an exeut, vl^ es&uUaily concerned 
ibem. The redemption of mankind from fin by 
Jefus Chrift is a work, in which all nations are 
concerned, wX itt V^feh aggft^ fefl Uiscifelves in- 
terefted. From xiA& they learn tbe manifold wif- 
domof God. 

The prophet invites the heavens, the earth, 
the mountains, the forefts, and every tree, to 
break forth into fingmg, becaufe the Lord hatii 
redeemed Jacob. It is fifual with the prophets 
thus to awaken the attention of rational beings 
by addrefies to inanimate nature* 
We niay obferve, 

t Th e benefit her^ c^cbrat^d is ^.e^fwHion. 

This fupfx^a ftate of guUt and bopdiige.^ 

Redemption is olten ai^Kedto/«m^tf/d^liver« 
ancesv But here it intends a Jpiritual deliver- 
apce, « fi4v^$ioii i$i>m, the dowxniw? W^ demer- 
it of fin by the, gr^fe of Qod tbrPVg^ \^^. *?W^- 
VXtaX of Chrift* go i\^ mcaixinfi; i^ ijt is ft^t-^^ 
i(i the prece4i«g v?pfc. ^ \ Ij^ye blplt^ ^m ^ a 
thick s\oMd ^hy tr^flfereiKqflf, 4P4 ^ * ^^^ <by 
i)n9 : retwn w^tp mt:, |Qr \ bavf r^^J^emed tb^*^* 

RedewptioH i«QUi4» \M^ fomv^n^ €!^ fins in 
thi^ WprW, *n4 Stern^ Ijfe in x)^^ Qthqr. The a^ 
poftle fpeakf cf % re^^ipp^ion, ¥;)ii(Ji (onfi:^$ in 
the r^inifljbon of fii^s ; ^4 pf ^ ^^esp|)ti^ qi the 
body from the t)9»4^g? of coi;rHptipfl, Thpfe 
twa privileges vc cj9nwr^e4t Forgiv^fteft, whjbffc 
is a di<f h»rge frQi?i pur obUga,tiqn tp puniflunipp^ 
is accompanied with a title to ruture ^d{ui^(^«. 
^^ Whom God juftifies, theofi ^e aUb glonn^s/^ 
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Tkt Uw pf God eondenias thofei who eontimii 
not itt all thiia^ iiirritteh m it^ As We have M 
t3tknEpK&sd this law, we arre i^ coiKletiined by it^ 
Forgiven^ frees us from condeainatibB, and 
Brings Usintd k ktkt df iavovr with Gbd; ^' Be- 
ing jiDtftffied iqr £iiitfa, we hal?^ peace wkh €kki%. 
add rtfoitic in ht^ of the ^ory of God/' For- 
giTenda^ in thfe natirireof it, implies a titli to ^o^ 

2. M^n lim ni^Uie to cxift Harever. The deatii 
niatehed todifobfedienite ihtends^ mot a t:effiMioa 
ef bdng, btat {X>&tive pftnifliAiefit. The rtmiC- 

ncn ^namptibn from mifery by am^BatiOfi^ biit 
jt tidi to k hmpy imblortafity. <« As &n hai 
rdgnod unto death, lb ^raoe rb^s ^ouf^li 
HgJRtebtifiieft mto eternal ^'' 

l1^ redeiniption tbmes to men throtgfa the 
MotRl of Cfarifti '< Wb haV)e redempdon through 
Jus blood.'' 

The mercy of God is iYicfined to forgive fiii* 
sers. fiut the "wifdom of God faw fit to beftow 
fl>rgiveneik in a way^ wfaidi fliould difplay his 
righteoufiiefs. ^^ He ibt forth his fon a ptopitia- 
tJon for fift, to dedate liis rigfateoufnefs fot the 
ft^t^veiids of ihis^ that he cii^ht be juft^ and the 
j^ftifier df them who beficvci 

*^ ChiMt Wfts tnaiiifefted to biar Our iias $ and 
ht bim inAu%o JimJ* Thi6 thulifter of Chtift 
ftiews the excellency of his {acrifice. *^ Such a& 
Ugh^dS: became us, who is holy, harmlers and 
uhdemed^ and made hi|(her than the heavens } 
and ^1x6 needed Mot, as the ancient priefts, to of^- 
fer ftcrifoe firllfor his own fins^ and thtn for the 
fiiris dl the^pedple ; ictr this he (fid pace, when fat 
offered \sp fahtifelf/' 

i9ttr redemptio&ili iferibed t» Cfartft'si^Ao#-H» 
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hh& death on the crofi. But to accompliih our re- 
demption the holing of his life was necefiary ; 
for without this', there could be no atoning cdG- 
cacy in his death. 

The redemption purchaied by Chrift^ thou^ 
offered without diftindion, is adually beftow^ 
only on penitent and believing fouls. Hence the 
call in the words prececUng the text, ^^ Return im* 
to me^ for I have redeemed thee.*' "The Redeem- 
er comes to thofe, who turn from ungodlineis in 
Jacob.'* It is by fin, that we have fallen under 
condemnation. It is by repentance, that we ob- 
tain redemption. '^ Ghrift bare our fins, that we^ 
being dead to fin, fhould live unto righteouihe&.'^ 
He came to redeem us from iniquity, and to puri- 
fy unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." The apoiUes proclaimed a free and gra- 
cious falvation ; but they ftated the terms of it 
to be " repentance toward God, and £dth toward 
the Lord Jefus Chrift." 

To our compliance with thefe term^ the oper- 
ation of the divine Spirit on our hearts is neceC* 
fary. Hence believers and penitents are faid, to 
be ** bprn of the Spirit"—" renewed by the holy 
Ghoft"— '' created in Chrift Jefus to good 
works." But ftill finners are required to repent 
and turn to God, to make them a new heart, 
and to walk in God's ftatutes, as if all this were 
their own work. 

Wherever God fends the gofpdi, he fends Ihis 
Spirit to accompany it. Hence it is called a minis- 
tration of the Spirit, and they who oppofe it are 
laid to refill the Spirit. They, who attend on 
the miniftration of the word, anally receive the 
Spirit in his convincing and awakening influence. 
The Galatians are £ud to have ^' received the Spir- 
it in the hearing of £uth." 
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An attendance on appointed means, andan un« 
provement of divine excitements are required in 
order to the obtaining of that grace, which will 
be effedual to rq)entance and A>nverfion. ^^ ASk 
and ye (hall receive, feek aund ye ihall find. God 
gives his Spirit to them who aj(k him. To him 
who hath fhaJl more be given." It is not preten* 
ded, that there is any certain connexion between 
the endeavours of finners, and renovating grace ; 
for who can fay. He has not often abufed and for-» 
feited the grace of God akeady ? But yet it is 
plain, that' God ordinarily beftows his renewing 
grace on finners, only when thev are found in the 
diligent obfervance of his appomtments. Hence 
Chriftians are faid to be begotten and born of the 
word^ as well as of the Spirit. As the grace of 
God ufually works in men's hearts by means of 
the wcMrd^ fo they are moft likely to receive this 
grace, when they are in the diUgent ufe, not when 
they are in the contemptuous negled: of thefe 
means. 

Hence we may obferve, 
* II. Our redemption b a Divine Work% The 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob. 

It was God, who, in his unfearchable wifdom, 
laid the plan of our falvation. It originated, not 
with us, but with him. It was the effed, not of 
our folidtation, but of his felfmoving goodneflb 
As God is the Being diihonoured by our revdt^ 
fo to him only it bdlongs to determine, whether 
we may be received to ms favour. This import- 
ant queftion no created intelligence could aniwer. 
God has a right to punifli offenders ; whether he 
will recede from this right, he only can tell. The 
knowledge, which angek have on this fubjed^ 
comes to them by divine difcovery ; not by their 
own (agacity. They defire to look iqto tMs glo« 
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Ai thb ipteti^ lb tii!6 ^Ay'fSJr/^ ^ filvlt^bh is ftdIA 
€krd. It ^vrn 1k<6^ ^iio !^t H SkVibuir into thfe 
MKft)d,-feite<i hb htaii^ehlt ftiiiBbi>)^ il))ptii&t€d tiii6 
S&^A iac^S'cc, hiSfed Mth Troini the ddtd^ abi 

giVc iiiii AfHy. CY^fi ftyiss «He fcatoe ftolft 
dd ^ ind c&ihi; to db tilib VIrtU Of <Gbd#b6 llSft 
Iiith/> It ^i!& tbis ttilffibh, #liibh gatt ^fl^tj %d 
CbHlft^ ^ctzfice^ ithd %Hi'di is tiie gir6tthd of dttt 
fiutii ih bi§ atoKiein^ht. ''^ "V^ ai^ i«dg£di^ b<^ 
Ihe brtdbuls blobd bif t!ftHfti *hb MlraS drdaiiikM 
bbforfe Utt fduntiatititi dftlie ^^blrld, i«d \^ mah^ 
iifefte^ in tliefe HA \krm for usj ^o ^ i»^ dd 
believe iii Xiad, VrfiO ^idfbd Mth frdina the dead khd 
feavfc tttn tlory-, that btil:^i& ik;iil Api* aifeht W 

The tei-ffu bf dnr kcde^tknce ait flrbm God. Hkdl 
ft tteeo dbclkit^ lb '^ehd-al, that !iavktiofi i) at^^ 
t!^ab)e, yet nbtae could thence ^certiun thie cv^ 
Stion oi it — ^whether repentance be fuffideftt, or 
fome harder condition ve k'fclqilired. Hehce hea- 
ilh'tfDSi ^o had ho dired information on the ihb. 
jed, have anxioufly th^uiitd, whdr^ith tbef 
Aoiklcl aomebefb^ the Lord ; Wha:hdrthdylhbQld 
bHhel&Ocks of iacrifict:, flbods of oil, tit theblbbd 
6f tSidir bfikpring. Bikt Ood has Ihewed ns whik 
fti^Ood. tit has irequitvd that ire Ydptnt df fitti 
whibh al« )paft, jibd thlit We '<ira!k hUfthfy 'tSA 
ifigiitcotifly With into in 'fatiirc. 

The hieatis of £d\ratMn a^e from God. It is ndt 
oWih)^*to thb \A)1 of Mah, bnt to Ihb gr4cc of 
Gbd, that a ttj^aatioh is Vb\ich6fed to the world. 
It is ndt b^Hg to oiiT pifevibus idioi(je, but to faik 
foVerdgn ^Ibilbi-e, 'that vfh arc pliccd iUKter tM 
advkhtajge&bf this itVelitidh. 
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TJlp Spirit, ^9 is an a^nt i^i qur &lyat^ox^ b j 
TWemni ^^ tp yqfeiitap.ce, and b^ prefervip^ us 
tQ eternal ^ife, i^ whojly ^^ divine off. *• By grace 
we are fay^4 through faith '^ not pf qi;r£^ves \ i| 
is the gift pf QpiJ : fflr we are his yiforkmapftup, 
qpcatc4 W Clirift Mus to good works,** ^ 
W?P?0!Cce4 to obferye, 

m. Ijlie p^n ojf {-^emptipn, whic|i Qqd has 
l^i^t ^$ ^Jt^ijiiitely r?49H?4 to hp ^ry. " "tkk 
t-QTP |»atbTed?^°»?^ Ja?ob^ ai?d ^Ifrij^ahimfejj'i^ 

In this fcheme God (l^s may^c a glpripus di^lay 
of his J|r<^4 ?q4 ^^O^* ' ^^ H? l^.%tS jpredeft^nate^ 
Vi^ to tfle i^optioi;! qt c:Kil4r(sn by Idx^ Chrift^ ac- 
cording tq t;^? gppd pleasure of his w^l, to thp 
pi^^ oi the glory pf pis grace, wherein fcc hath 
1994^ i^ ^cq^^^d in the l?eToyed.*' T^at God 1^ 
gQQ4, i!?e isarn fro^q tiis works of providence j 
bvit tlwt he i? gf J^:ip^3 ^nd merdfi)! to pardop on 
fenders^ w? leg^Vu piilv from l^is word, and dbe* 
ciaUy frojTO the gofpei ^'if^enfation. Here we fee 
tbe cx?9e4ing ifiQh^s pf hi> gr?ce in his kindnefs 
to Hsl^y lefus Chrift. I^^rf 'we fee Ijim coi\triy- 
iwg th? redewpjiion qf fallpn men, ^dj for this^ 
piurpofe ^dopti^g ft method, vhich ^Is hfayen 
yglith aftcn4|nmeht. ^ferc yrc fee him fending 
4py?n iErppi;\ the re.^TO3 pf glory his owi\ divine 
fpn, Xo affiime PW ?^?tiiTe— ^tq d^eli among mor- 
taJs--rto woris; wpnd^s befq^e theip eyes — ^tp pro- 
q^Qi tlvc piOFcrs, aiid ift^te the tjritis of pardon 
and life-rr-tQ wajk Uefpr? them in the path pf truth 
^md righteouffl^^, a,n4 r?tui:n back tq heaven bj 
xifi w^y ftf the grave, there to a6|; as an advocite 
for hum^ ibi^I^f ?U)d tWe to pygpare manfiqns 
for their reception, th^t they may dwell with hipi 
forever. 

Good God ; what condcfcenfioa is here ? Why 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



d48 Univer/al Praife' 

didft thou take fo iingular a method for the (aXvu 
tionof fo unworthy a creature ? Why this prefer- 
ence of apoftate man to the fallen angels ? It is fo^ 
Father, for fo it feemed good in thy iight« 

What confidence, my fellow finners, we may 
place in God's mercy. What aflurance we have 
of his pardon on our humble fubmiffion to his 
Son. Hereby perceive we the love of God,becauie 
he fent his only begotten Son into the world, that 
he mieht die for us, and that we might live 
throu^ him. ^ Kifs ye the Son, left he l^ angry, 
and ye perilh from the way.** 

In this ^reat work God has glorified hb boUnefs^ 
truth zxkAjuftice. He delights not in the death of 
the wicked : but he will not violate his truth, 
tarnifh his holinefs, nor bend the re6dtude of his 
government for their ialvation. When he ihews 
mercy, he will ad like himfelf. He will not par- 
don finners without a public teftimony of the per* 
fefHon of his law, the eqmty of his government, 
and the purity of his nature, left his fubjeds, pre- 
fuming on his lenity, be tempted to rebel. He 
will difplay his own glorious character, that par- 
doned offenders may fear to offend again, and 
that all intelligent beings may behold, adore and 
revere him. When his beloved Son put himfelf 
in our place to bear our iniquities and expiate our 
guilt, it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, and put 
him to grief. Thus all may fee, how ofienfive fin 
is to God ; and how incompatible with the hap* 
pineis of the creature. If God fpared not his 
own fon, when he made his foul an offering fot 
our fins, furely he will not fpare thofe contemp- 
tuous finners, who, rejeding this wonderful fiu 
crifice, are doomed to fuffer for their own fins* 
" If fuch things were done in a green tree, what * 
will be done in the dry ? 
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In t}ii9 difpen^tiofi God b^M riKi«n<fed to us Ia 
tXL tvifdom kndfrtkkttce. No %<^ifdott^ but the dU 
vinc^ could devife & way, kt which fin fhould be 
condemned, and the (inner pardoncd-^^in which 
God's juftice and holinefs fhould be difplayed, and 
Kis gtace and mercy exercified toward the guiky. 
Here we fee righteoufnefs and grace united, and 
2£&tk^\xi concert. ^ Bfercy ftnd truth tstt itret 
togetner ; juftke and pence have ki%d each dCh* 
er. Truth ^ng» from the earth, and tight«> 
e«>u{jiefs Idoka down from hcareti* The I^d 
grres grace and glory. Vat Miration k nigh to 
tlkem that fear him, aMi gk>ry dweik on the earth« 
He fye$iss peace to his people ; but 1ft them not 
turn again to fdly/* 

God glorifies mmfetf ki true helieK)en. Hrs 
grace is diQdayed in arrefting their once guilty 
progrefi ; in awakening their attention to their 
fidvation ^ in renewing thetn to repentance ; in 
forgiving their fins ; in fanAifying them to his 
fcnrice, and in prefetTing them amidft a thoufand 
dangers unto eternal fife. In them the foTcreignty 
of his grace, the riches of his mercy, the power 
of his uptvTk^ the truth of his word, the faithful- 
neis of his promifes, and the divine e^tceUency of 
religion are clearly manifefted. They glorify him 
by works of hdmeis, by faith in his promifes, by 
a profefiion of his name, by conftancy in his fer- 
vice, and by zeal to promote his caufe, and to 
fpreadtibe influence of his religion. He will be 
^rified in them, and they in him, when they 
Stall appear before the prefence of his glory with 
exceeding joy. Then the wonders of his grace, 
and the myfteries of his providence toward them 
will be unfdded. Then it will be feen, how all 
things have been wof Idng for their good, and the 
things whidi feemed to ht agsunft tmm, were fai- 
\ou V. X H h 
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tended for thorialvation. Then h witt be knowfl^ 
how immutable has been God's covenant with 
them, and how rich is his munificence in reward- 
ing their poor fervice with an exceeding and eter« 
nau weight of glory. 

God will finally be glorified in them, who rejeS 
the gofpd« Theie, vrhen Chrift fhaU be revealed 
from heaven, will be puniihed with everlafting de- 
firu^on from the prefence of the Lord, and nron^ 
the glory of his power. Then the guilt of the 
impenitent, and the equity of the judnnent will 
be manifefted, every vain excufe will be filenced, 
and every mouth will be flopped. Then it will ap- 
pear, to the convi^on of sdl, that God is right- 
eous in all his ways, and hdy in all his workS| 

^bountiful in the rewards which he beftows, and 

juft in the punifhments which he executes. 

We may obferve, once more, fourthly, 

ly. That the prophet, contemplating the Ao* 

rious work of redemption, calls for a general dio 

nis of praife from the creation of God. ^ Sing, 

' O heavens, for the Lord hath done it ; (bout ye 
lower parts of the earth .^ break forth into fin^ 
ing, ye mountains, O foreft^ and every tree there- 
in, for the Lord hath redeemed JacoW' 

What if we underftand thisapoiirophe to earth 
and &ies, as an intimation, that they owe all their 
beauty and glory, all their benienity and ufefuU 
nz^ to the work of redemption? 

When man finned, he fell under a curfe, and 
the earth was curfed for his fake. It is the re* 
demption, which has in any degree removed the 
curfe. Had not the Redeemer interpofed, the 
earth would have been defolate and barren, and 
the heavens would have withheld their friendly 
influence ; either the human fucceffion would 
have ceafed from the earth, or have been continue 
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cd in it under an unqualified curfe ; and the wotid 
would have been a comfortlefs and inhofpitable 
wafte. The inchanting fcenes arid charming prof- 
peds of the fummer feafon ; the fmiling afpeft 
and enlivening influence of the ikies ; the winds 
which temper our atmofphere, the clouds which 
waft the fhowersy and the rains which refrefh the 
earth ; the fpreading lawns, the verdant meads 
and the joyous herds ; the ftately mountains and 
the cheerful vales ; the fruitful trees, and the goU 
den harvefl:s ; all the riches and beauties of nature 
—all that is the reverfe of the dreary ftate of win- 
ter, owe their exiftence to this marvellous work. 
To this we are indebted for the joys of fenfe, and 
the pleafures of imagination ; for the continuance 
of our race, or its continuance in fo agreeable a 
condition ; for the happineis of children in the 
parent, and the hopes of the parent in the chiU' 
dren ; for the fweets of relative connexions, the 
delights of friendly intercourfe, and all the blef« 
fings of fociety. . Sing then, ye heavens j fun, 
moon and ftars ; (hout ye valleys of the earth ; 
break forth into finging, ye tnountains,forelb and 
trees, ye meadows, fields and groves ; join in the 
fong, ye fons of Adam ; for the Lord hath done 
great things for you : he hath redeemed aruine4 
world firom the curfe ; an apofluite race from de- 
ihuiftion. Amidft this chorus of praife for re* 
demption, are any found, who would baniih 
from fociety the Redeemer's religion, as if it were 
a nuifance ; not a bleffing ? Be aftonifhed, O ye 
heavens at this : O earth, be thou horribly ^ 
fraid. 

This apoffarophe to heaven and earth ftrongly 
exprefles the vaft importance of redemption. So 
great and glorious is the work, that if men fhould 
cenfure it, orfhouldeven befilent^ inanimate na- 
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ture would riib wUh aftontihment to (hout in tbax 
ftead the hirh praifes of God. 

hU finners, confcious of guilt, rgoice and give 
thanks for the glorious hopes, which arc fet Ixwic 
them in the gofpeU 

Reafon teaches yoy, that there is a God, a juft 
and holy Being, to whom you owe ol>^lieoi;e^ 
and on whom yon depend for happineft — that^ 
having finned a^nft this God, you deferve his 
wrath^ and that it would be a ridbteous tbing to 
recompcnfe tribulation to you* Thu3 far rmbn 
l^ads you ; and here it deferts you. It plunge; 
you into darkneis ; but affords no light to che^r 
you there, and lends no hand to e^Uricate you 
thence. The goipd teaches you, that a Saviour 
has died, and that there is redetnption through 
bis blood. *^ It is a fidthAU iayi»g and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Jefus Chriit came into the 
world to lave finners." Whatever anxiety )rou may 
feel under a deep convidion of your guilt, ycm 
will find confblation in reforting to this do^nne, 
When Pcier proclaimed to the awakepcd Jei'^s the 
promife of remiflion on rmentasce, they gladly 
received the word* When Philip preached, in Sa^ 
mafia, ialvation by Chrift, there was great joy 
in thai; city. When Paul taught the gentile$ in 
Antiochp that Chrift was given for fa^ation to 
the ends of die earth, they were glad^ and f^ori* 
6cd the word of the Lord 

True believen have fpecial reafon to rejoice in 
the redenmtion, for they are already partakers of 
it : it is aaually made over to thenu When, iu 
a confcioufnefs of their compliance with the tenm 
of ialvatipn, they can apprqiriate their pcribpal 
interefl: in it, with what gratitude and ioy may 
they contemplate the h^py change wi theur con* 
dition \ They have pafled trom bwd%e to £rec. 
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4om-^froiii guik to iKu*daiV'-^om detth tofifct 
Odcc they were do&d in £u j tuader wadoDiiiiu 
ticm ; expolbd xq tbe wraUi of God ; inlbnfible 
of dagger; goiogoQintbeirtrelp^iles; ^anunu^ 
lating guilt ; and liable every moment to be loft 
in hmideis looiieryf Now tb^r fins are pardoned 
and tlunr £>ul3 nenewed ; tb^ are under the i;uie 
of God's iP^ ^^ ^^ iecurity of hi$ promife^ 
tbey have a titVe to heaven; and the divine &>iriif^ 
dweUiiMT in them, wiU preierve them unto bXv^m 
tiom mppy change : they mav review, witbk 
admiration, the grace of God, which has redeems 
ed them from iio, and pr^red them unto glory^ 
They ouy adopt the language of Patd ; ^^ J thank 
Chnft Jetvs my Lord, that I have obtained me)r« 
cy<«-Tbe grace of my l^ord is exoeediogly abuo* 

The 4ing4is 2bovc -join in the general £»g of 
praiie for the redemption* ^' The heavens nng^ 
fiwr the Lord hath done it/' When the 3aviour 
wa3 born« a multitude q£ the heavenly hoft prai£> 
ed God, and iatd, '« Glory to God in the high^ 
eft i peace on earth ; good win to men." There 
is nau joy in their prefeoce, when a £nner re* 
penttu Every converfion among guilty men; ev- 
ery acceiSoQ to the church of Gbrii): becomes th« 
theme of a new fong among thoie benevc^nt be* 
in^ When there is a geueral revival of pure rc- 
Ikiom a large e^enfion and increafe of Chrift'* 
^rcn, they ibout forth their joy in loftier and 
louder ilraini : tiben the whole hierarchy join m 
the praile : ^^ AU the angels fall before Gqd's 
throne on their faces, and worlhip him^ ikymg. 
Amen* fileifing, and glory, and wiidom, amd 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power and mi^t^ 
be unto our God forever and ever." 

Angels rqoiee ia the redemptiou «8 ahioflins. 
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to mankind. Their benevolence interefts them ia 
the happincfi of our race. They rejoice, whea 
tliey fee finhers f edeetAed from euilt, and brought 
to participate with them in the felicity of the 
world above. 

They rgoice in the benefits which refult to 
tbemfelws from the redemption. Thou^, having 
never fallen, they are not fubjeds of this redemp- 
tian, yet they derive unfpeakable advantages from 
it. Their knowledge of God's charadier and 
works, their admiration of his wifdoni and grace, 
tfadr love to him, and benevolence to his crea- 
tures, and confequently their real happineis, are 
increafed by this difpeniation. Hence the apoftle 
£tys, ^ He was fent to preach the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift, not only that men. mi^ht fee 
what is the feilowihip of the myftery, which had 
been hidden in the purpofe of God ; but alfo to 
the intent, that now unto principalities and pow- 
ers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manitbld wi£lom of God, according 
to his eternal purpofe in Chrift Jefus.** Hence 
they join with the £unts above in this new fong 
unto Chrift, " Thou art worthy to receive hon- 
our and power, for thou waft fl^un, and haft re- 
<leemed i^ to Gk>d by thy blood, amd haft made 
m kings and priefts unto him/' 

To the words of our text John alludes, when 
faking of the redemption, he fays, ** Every 
creature in heaven, and in earth, and under the 
earth heard I faying, Bleffing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth on 
die throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever." 

How glorious is this redemption, which awak- 
ens the praifes of all holy intelligences ? Great 
muft be the work, which thus interefls the bc- 
nevolence, excites the joy, and tunes the fongs 
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of angels, as well as faints. The joy, which k 
infpires in heaVen, demonftrates, how important 
it is to our fallen race. Let guilty mortals repakr 
to the mercy of that God, who hath redeemed 
Jacob, and dorified himfelf in Ifirad. 

How awful is the demerit of fin, which could 
not be expiated without fo coftly a (acrifice ? How 
awfully is this demerit augmented in thofe, who 
rgeft the benefit of fuch a (acrifice ? If difobedi- 
ence to God's law could not be pardoned without 
the atonement of Chrift's blood ; what atone- 
ment will be found for thoie who trample this 
blood under foot ? Their fin will remain } it wiU 
cleave more dofely to their fouls ; for them there 
is no more iacrifice ; wrath will come on them to 
the uttermoft. 

How happy is the fecurity of true believers ? 
*^ They are made accepted in the beloved.'^ They 
are redeemed, not with corruptible things, but 
with the precious blood of Chrift. Thdr redemp- 
tion is fure. A competent price has been paid. 
Through grace they have complied with the terms 
of thdr acceptance. Nothing (hall feparate them 
from the love of God in Chrift. Rejoice in that 
which God has done for your fouls, and is doinfi^ 
in them*— done to procure ialvation for you, and 
to prepare you for ialvation, and is doing to pre- 
ierve you to it, and to qualify you more and more 
for it. Rejoice in all opportunities to celebrate 
his works of grace. 

Come, my brethren, to this table of the Lord, 
with a thankful recolledion of the merdes difplay- 
ed in your redemption ; and here learn the fongs, 
cultivate the tempers, and feek the bleffihn of 
thofe who are redeemed from the earth, oing, 
for the Lord hath done it. Break forth into fins- 
ing— fhout, fpr the Lord hath redeemed Jacobs 
and glorified himielf in Ifrad. 
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The Wbtdt of Prffvidenat. 
A Faft Sermon, Aj^rit 1806. 



EZ£ilI£JL f. 16. 

■■■■■ * Tbeir t tl^ fmwu ml tteLf K»ortt. ^VM if i»%v«Mi»%lMilift t]|«l»i4dl« 
«f t wbuH 

X HE proplieC Ezddel waa carried to fiabjF^ 
joa tunoag ioine o£ the firft of tbe captive iesi^ 
Before his Captivity ke ia\sr many changes ; and 
afterward by a ipirit of prophecy he fbrefiiv mau 
Ay more, which are recorded ia diis book. . 

The great events in providence, which awaited 
his own^ aad fooieotber countries, are r»refent« 
cd to him ia an embleiaatic viHon. He law ^^ a 
whirlwind rifine out of the north/^ or out of 
Babykn^ which lay northward of Judea. This be- 
toksned new calamities cooaing on his country 
from that garter. ^^ There wsui a §reat domd 
lad fire infolding it&lf j" or rolling in wreaths 
of finoke, as when clouds are blown 1^ a \iHbirl- 
witid. This denoted the terrible majefty and ir- 
rei^ible power of God's judsmeats executed on 
a guilty land. From the micm of the fiery dOttd 
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•• he faw four living creatures come fortH/* repre- 
ientin^ the angels of God^ who were the minify 
ters of his providence and die executioners of his 
wrath dn guilty nations. Thefe living creatures^ 
in all their movements^ were under thd direction 
of one governing Spirit. All the angels are 
** minifters of God, hearkening to his voice, obey- 
ing his commands, and doing his pleafurci'^ They 
•• had each four wings,*' with two of which they 
covered their bodies in token of their profound 
reverence, and with two they flew to perform the 
divine behefts^ ^' Their wings were ftretched out^ 
and the wings of one touched thofe of another,'* 
to fignify that they moved in concert. *^ Whith-> 
er the S^rit was to go they went^ and they turn- 
ed not, when they went ;'* but proceeded with 
fteadinefs in their work, till it was accoroplifhed^ 
To e^tprefs the alacrity and rapidity of their mo« 
tions^ the prophet fays, ^^ Their appearance was 
as a flaih of lighteningi" 

In defcribing the fcenery 6i the vifion^ Ezekiel * 
further adds, that ^' by each of the living crea-^ 
tures there was a wheel.*! As there were four 
living creatures, to there were four wheels. '^ And 
their appearance and their work were as the col- 
our of Beryl, and they four had one likenefs, and 
there was, as it were, a wheel in the middle rfa 
HaheeU* This defcription is defigned to reprefent 
the myfterious, but r^ular manner, in which 
God guides and orders events in relation to the . 
nations of the earth. 

To illuftrate and improve this figurative repre- 
Ssntation of God's providence, is what we now 
defign. 

I. The providence of God b reprefented by a 
wheels to fignify, that it is always in /no/i^n— -al« 
ways operating, to effeduate its various defigns. 
Vol.. V. 1 i 
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The Befaig, wiM> mad: tkeircrU at 6tft, ^"W^tk^ 
liitbeitGs*^ and wittcoDtnraefbfcver tawovk* He 
«ph<dcfoandgcyveni9 the wark!, and fuperiBteiidb 
alt events^ great and finally wfakh take place in iw 
tf he ftould fufpcnd his inflaence and withdraw 
his handt the fyflem of nature wonld be cfifloW* 
ed, the ftara would ftart from their orfas, plMhet» 
fun lawle& thf ougb the ¥»id^ and cication retuna 
to chaos* 

Tbefiune providence which foftaina the vm« 
inerfe, overrutes aU events in our workL Mot oo« 
ly the armies of faeaTen, but alfo the isdiabkaott 
of the earthy ave fiibjed to its power. The revo* 
hitions of ftatea and kingdoms are under tta co»* 
trouL ^ There are many devices tn the beafts. of 
men f bot the counlel of the Lord fliaU ftand.'' 
They have neither wifdon^ to guide, nor power 
to efib& thek purpc^es. withcMit his fiippoct and 
peraiiffiofw He railes up one^ and ca&i down 
another ; whatfoever he pteafesy that be does^ 
and none can ftay his hand« He weaken the 
ftrength of the mighty, and turns to focdiftme& 
the devices of the crafty. He gives poweap totiie 
faint, and to them who have no might heincrea£r 
es ftrength* The great events^ which are oiften 
brought about by difproportionate means, are 
prooi» of an aknighty, inperi&tending providencer 

The prophet, defccibing the wtsel di pro videsce^ 
lays', ^ k was on the earth, and it&rings were ki 
highy that it wa& dteadfuL'* AIL things wwe 
comprehended within its vaft circumference, and 
moved with ks motions. There is a fimifar rep- 
refentatton in the book of Job. ^ Who on hf 
fearching find out God ? Who can find out the 
ahnighcy to/^f^^^jdn/ It is high as heaven; what 
cssi wedio f Deeper than heH ; what can we know? 
Theigeafiife thereof isJonger than the eaith^ and 
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braader than the fea." The las^efty of providenoe 
is defcribe4 ia the like elevated language by the 
ftro^et Uaiah* ^< God fits on the drde of the 
«aith, and the inhabicaots thereof sure as graff- 
faoppercu He weigheth the mountains in icales, 
and the hills in a faalanoe. AH nations bfi^oce 
him are as a 4rop in a bucket, or a faiall du^ ina 
balanor* As the heavens ace h^her than the 
«hrth, fi> itfe his thou^^S) and hu ways above 

n. Ffovidetice is <ompared to a whecU to fig*- 
mSj the mMUUnlify of all things 00 e^rtlu 

As the ^oiidition of particular perfens, lb the 
ibte of nations and kin^oms is always changing* 
They are uH on this mighty, ftupendous vme^ 
iUl are in motioa* None are ftationary. Some ' 
are riiing ; others ialhng. They who ri£e, exuk 
in their afcending prc^;re&, and forget that their 
ttiotion wiU feon be revtf fed, and that the nvk- 
«k>ns, which now feem to lie under them in, the 
dttft, wUl, at a future time, change places with 
them. 

There was a time, ¥rhen the Jews were high a- 
fcove aU nations. In Ezekid's day they had funk 
to die k»weft de;gradation. They were at the 
iiottom of the wheel. Th^ had loft their pow- 
er, their government, their liberty. Many wece 
carried captive to a dtftant land ; thofe who re« 
aaaiitted at hooae, were (laves there« But they 
were to rife again, and their enemies were to fall. 
The Affyrians, now their mafiers, were afterwar4 
conquered by the Perfians. At that time the Jews 
were reks^^i from b(»dage, and allowed tb return 
to their own country. The Perfians icon funk 
from their elevated pofition on the wheel ^nd the 
GMciaas Fofeovttthem* Thefe, in their torn^ 
roUeddown^ and the Ronans albended* Thua 
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the natiotis of the earth have been, ftiU arc, and, 
for a time, will be in continual rotation. * 

Thefe changes are the immediate effeds of the 
pride, ambition and avarice of mefl j but they are 
all under the fuperintendency of a wife and right- 
eous providence* ** The rings of its wheek are 
full of eyes/* Their motions are not cafu^, but 
inteniffent ;\ the efiefts, not of bHnd impulfe, but 
of rational defign. *t« The Spirit of life is in the 
wheels, and whitherfoeverthe Spirt goes, they go.^ 

God has fome great and benevolent defign in 
all his works. Men have defiens too, but they 
are often very different from his. The end, which 
divine wifdom has in view, is the protection and 
enlargement of the church, the difl^fion of knowl- 
edge, and the eventual eftablifliment of virtue and 
righteoufnefs. The obgefts, which earthly pow- 
ers are purfuing, are the enlargement of territory, 
the extenfion of dominion, the accumulation of 
wealth. But all their purpofes God overrules to 
the furtherance of his own holy and benevolent 
ends. ^^ The wrath of men he makes to praife 
him, and the remainder of their wrath he reftrains." 
Powerful kings arc often "the rods of his anger to 
chaftife the people of his wrath ; howbeit they 
mean not fo, neither doth their heart think (b, 
but it is in their heart to deftroy and cut off na- 
tions not a few.** And when they have accom- 
pliflied God's righteous defign in the punifhment 
of guilty nations, then " he will punifli the fruit 
of their ftout heart, and the glory of their high 
looks." 

IIL The text fuggefts to us, that there is a won- 
derful order and connexion in the works of provi- 
dence. 

The wheels in Ezekiel's vifion were fo nicely 
framed and adjufted, that they moved ia concert. 
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aod widiout interference. ^^ There Mras a wheel 
in the middle of awheeL" Their motioii3 were 
all harmonious ; they were all direded to the 
£ime point, and guided in the fame courie by the 
Spirit, which was in them. 

In a complex machine, there is a number of 
wheels, all which have a relation to,, and depen* 
dence upon one another. . One wheel, put ia mo- 
tion, moves the next, and this another through 
the whole fyfiem, till the main figure is exhibited, 
and the final ot^e& is accompliihed. The fcheme 
of providence is more complex, than any human 
defign«^ It is carried on by a greater number of 
movements. It is framed together by mcNne ex- 
quifite wifdom. It is conducted with more exa& 
regularity, and accompliihes its end with more in* 
faUible certainty. 

We can fee a part only of God's immenfe [Jan^i 
We cannot difcern his work from the be^nning 
to the end. But we can fee enough to convince 
us, that there b a wheel within a wheel, and that 
one movement is produced by another. There is 
often in the fcheme of providence, an obvious 
connexion, which we can trace through a long 
feries. 

The ad of Jacob's fons in felling their brother 
Jofeph into Egypt, led, by various fteps, to the 
prefervation of that country, and of the patriar- 
chal family in ai time of extreme famine. It 
brought down this family into Egypt. The in- 
creafe of the Hebrews awakened the jealoufy of 
the Egyptians who, to check the growth of theie 
foreigners, reduced them to cruel fervitude. The 
oppreffions which they fufiered were the occafion 
of their feeking and obtaining deliverance from, 
this land of idolatry. In confequence of their 
deliverance, a church was planted in Canaan, 
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widdi i^ been Idng oirerl^raul ^th ignorataot^ 
fiwerfUvion and vict. Tnm kenoe tiie kaowiedge 
M trtle rejfigion was afterwaid commaatcated to 
Mhdr Midcift^ Thfd JevifsoftcD departed from 
the parity of divine inftittitionSy aiid cormpted 
tke irdtgidti, which had been taught them from 
h&ivetk. For tiieir defefiion they w^tt puniihed 
wttb vttriow taitaiiilties. For their iupenitenoe 
HftderMitdtsirfrQftiditfieiiti they were given up td 
Ae pdiMer tif thdr »eftai», atidfcattered amoii^ 
jfiurroutidkig iiatiom* By meam of tfactr taptivi^ 
tiw and difji^eraooft tiie kxycndddg^ of the ^ured 
feripttito^ and of die andent propkedts was diC 
fofed ift the world i ^otlceii of the future appear* 
aooe of a wofidexfal Redeemer were couveyed to 
nany fiations $ the Oid Teftament became fo far 
known and regarded among the ieamed, lliat k 
was traoftated into the Gredc, which was the 
noft comihon language of the day« Thus the 
workl was, in fome meafure, prispored to receive 
the "gofpel) when it was preaehed by the apoftles. 
Whon the Saviotir 2i[^ared» the Jews rqeded 
him. For their unbeli^ they were delivered into 
the hands <if the Romans, and fcattercd into aU 
parts of the empire. Their difperfion was die oc» 
eafion of tnany viiits and Miftles from the apoftles 
M thmn, and to the gentiles among whom they 
dwelt* Tlius the gofpd was more fpeedily and 
ftiore teKtenfi^ely propagat?ed. TMngs are now 
working, in tiie courfe ^ providence, for the re* 
oovery ik that people, who have long feemed to 
be reprobated for tfeeir unb^ef. « Have they 
finmbled, that they fhouM fall ? By no fneans ; 
but rather through their faH is fiilvation come to 
the gentiles. And if the fall of them be the ridies 
of the world, and the dimini&ingof them be the 
dlciiesof ^gefitiBes, how much more th^fut 
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nefi 2 Ajod vlmt ibdl tjbo Kcdvin^Qf tbcm br». 
but life from the dead ?'' 

Witbio our Qwja times we have feciii fcnmething; 
o£ this connesioa ia the wheeb of pirovidenge* 
The late revolution ixx Ainerica. awakened a revQ*^ 
lutionaqr iiHrit in France. The fucceflive changes 
in tlut nation haves jdaced 2^ the head of gov^ocn- 
ment a man of deep policy, boundlefs amlHtioii^ 
daring enterprise, and diltij^ifl^ed miUtary tal* 
eats, who has e&^d aftomfmiig changes in Eu- 
rope. T*hc npdghty convulHons^ which have there 
been felt, are eafily retraced to our own country^ 
Here was a wheel in the midft of a wheel When 
tbM was moved, others moved after it in &ccefliion#.. 
till a great part of the world was feen in motion*. 
Great eviriits have ahready appeared \ greater are 
m to follow. , 

Hoi^ever unhappy the wars and changes in Kuf^ . 
rope may have been in their immediate effe^, 
fome i;on£b(|aeAces have £oUowed» which good 
mea deiked. The credit and infiuence of popenr . 
in France, Italy, and other ftates, are much di- 
nuniibed. It does not indeed appear, that the na* . 
t]/9na ajre xoforo^ed } but the way is more c^peu 
than formerly, to d^Y ^^ means of reibnnabon» 
The proteilant reUjdon is now allowed, where ' 
once it was jpuniihabte by law i and the preacbert. 
of pure Chriftianiw are tolerated and encoura^ed^ . 
where, not loi^unce, they would have fufi^red. 
perfecutim. Umdelity has mdeed rifen on the de-. 
denfions oi popery, as ps^ophecy has warned usJQ 
eiQKt^ J but its tnumph cannot be long, becaufe . 
it is, in its nature^ incoafiftent with thefreedon^ , 
if not with the iubfiftence of civil fodety. 

In a cpniiderahlepart of Germany theeftabtiA- 
ed reli^on is pcfiecy, and iu that empire then: 
wiQi^ndoubtedly be great chan^p^ The en^or 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



5*4 * ^*^ Wbeets of pYMiditui. 

of the Gauls may probably be an inftrbment, til 
the hand of providence, to weaken the political 
power of the papal religion in other nations, as he 
has done in France ; and when this inftrument 
ihall have accompliihed its end, it will be laid 
aiide. 

IV, The text farther teaches us, that the ways of 
providence are often fitret and ^yjiermts. One 
wheel is hidden within another. We cannot dif- 
cern in what manner, and to what end, they are 
moved, until their motions are manifefted in the 
events produced. 

•* Clouds and darknefs are round about God's 
throne* His judgments are unfearchable, and his 
ways paft finmng out. His way is in the iea, 
his path in the great waters, and his fbotfteps are 
not known.'* When he works, there is ** a hid- 
ing of his power." 

God himfelf is invifible. We fee the openu 
donS) but not the hand, that performs and di- 
refts them. As Job fays, ** We go forward, but 
he is not there ; and backward, but we cannot 
perceive him ; on the left hand, where he doth 
work, but we cannot behold him ; he hideth 
himfelf on the right hand, that we cannot fee him.'* 
The events, which we obferve, often have an 
undifcerned connexion with other events, which 
we never expe<fted nor imagined. Great calami- 
ties, and great deliverances, important changes 
and mighty revolutions are frequently the ef(eds 
of caules, which feemed indifferent, or tending 
to quite contrary refults. Men are fometimes 
raifed from obfcurity and brought into publick 
life, to accomplilh works, whicn we ihould not 
fuppofe they could ever have intended, or even 
imagined, and to which their wifdom, ability 
and education appeared utterly unequal. The 
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£|ireft means, by fome unforeieen occurrence, fail 
of their end ; and meafures the moft unpromif* 
ing^ by fome fecret influence, or by fome ftrange 
coincidence of circumftances, prove wonderfully 
fuccefsful. Many of the great events, which take 
place in the political world, are brought about in 
an aftoniihing manner, which mortals could not 
have contrived beforehand, nor can invefUgate af- 
terward. Hence Solomon (ays, ** The race is not 
to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, nor 
bread to the wife, nor riches to men of under-p 
Handing ; nor favour to men of fkill ; but time 
and chance happeneth to them all/' Little inci- 
dents may lead to mighty confequences. Diiap- 
pointments may be the occaiion of great fucce(fes« 
A de&at in battle may operate to a future vido- 
ry, or victory to a total defeat. The cautious 
counfels of wile politicians may terminate in per- 
plexity and confuiion \ the ralh adventures of the 
bold and daring may, in the moft complicated 
dangers, effeci furprizing deliverances. The 
prophet, trufting in God's promifed protection, 
bids defiance to the powers of the world.. ^' Af- 
foctate yourfelves, O ye people, and ye Ihall be 
• broken in pieces ; give ear, all ye of far coun- 
tries ; gird yourfelves, and ye ihall be broken in 
pieces j take counfel together, and it (hall come 
to nought ; fpeak the word, and it ihall not iland ; 
for God is with us." 

Our fubject fuggefts to us fome ufeful reflec- 
tions. 

I. It is matter of high confolation, that all thingis 
are under the government and fuperintendency of 
a perfeA Being. ^' The Lord reigns ; let the 
earth rejoice.'* 

There are many events, which give us anxiety. 
As we cannot forefee their confequences, we fear 
Vol. V. , K k 
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the worft. Bot the tctv OTcnts, wMcli ftmn 19 
bode evit, msy, in the tfnfeen connexion of tldngs^ 
tend to good« If, m thdor firft operatioiiy they 
ihould feem di&ftrous, they may, in a ferief of 
motions, exhibit occafions of joy. 
' In fome powerful nations^ we fee gveat aTance^ 
ambition and pride. Thefe paffiocrt virtuo wfll 
condemn, and againft them pradence will gtuml. 
But the things, which unrighteous men intend for 
evil, may, in the wonderral workings ef provi* 
dence, be turned to good. 

Many inftances of fuch an O'verruling proviclsiicc 
are recorded vet fcripture, and fom^ we ourfeh^e^ 
have feenr The claims, which the Brkifii gov* 
emment made upon us, filled ua with een^rn \ 
their attempts to enforce their daims rouftd ua to 
arms. The refult has been the efiablSfliment of 
our national independence, and a feafon of ttnpar* 
alleled profperity.. Our independence was- one 
movement in the grand fcheme of providence. 
This movement has touched other wheels, and 
has brought fMFwavd other movements ; andthefe^^ 
whatever their prefent appearance may be, will 
fooner or later refult in happy and glinrious events* 
Ezeldel's wheels, in their, various turnings, roBed * 
back the Jews from the land of their captivity ta 
their own country. The fame wheels are ftifi roily 
cng under the dire^on of the fame eyes, whick 
guided them in the prophet's vifion, and will by 
and by prefent to the world grand and important 
events, in which all wife and good men will fo- 
joice. 

We often ccm>plain of the meafures of hitmaii 
governments, as unwife or unrighteous. Suck 
they may be, for earthly rulers are tmt men { and 
even we ourfelves, wife as we feem, may mi£- 
judge, forweaUoarenaea* But there bone greats 
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€t tlian alL He rules univoially. Jufticeand 
judgment (urround his throne. To his btws kt 
us fubmit i in his government let us rgmce* 

a. Our fubjeft urges us to approve <mrfelves to 
God bf a wi& and virtuous condud^ that we may 
be £if e under his gifrrerBment* 

Though we €aanot very accurately judge what 
will be the confequenct of the p(^tical meafures 
puiiued by our own^ or othtt ^vernments^ yet 
we can ju^ge ii^Jfibly concerning the tendency 
and effe& of geaeral virtue^ and of prevailing 
wickedseis, wider the divine government ; for 
^ righteoufiiefi exalteth a nation j but &i b a re* 
{nroach to any pt^fie^^ 

We all wifh the happinefi of our countiry.— 
However incompetent we may be to preibibe the 
pdlciead oieans of national felicity, we are att 
oooopetent to judm of the moral means, for thefe 
are made manifeft in the ceurfe of God's provi* 
dence, and in the inlbruAions of his word. 

Let each one, then^ fearch his own heart, re* 
view his paiik life, renounce his ijM^uities, do juft« 
ly^ love mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

Let every one receive and revere the bdy forip* 
tures^ as the oracles of God, and place them be- 
fore him for the diredion of his life, and hide them 
in bis heart, that by thdr influ^oce he may be re- 
trained from fin, and quickened to every good 
work* 

Let aH, la thdr re^e^ve {daces, encourage and 
promote virtue and riehteoufnefs among others^ 
and confider one another to provdce unto love 
and good wcMrks* 

Let all cheerfully contribute to the fupjport of 
Avine inftitudons in the ibdety of which they are 
members, and to the diSufionof Chdri()»nknowL> 
cdgeumongthea who fit in^arknei^ 
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Let the fabbath be honoured by a pious receii^ 
from the labours of the world, and by a devout 
attendance on the worfliip of God, which b ta 
be fiatediy folemnized on that day. 

Let children be early formed to fentiments o£ 
piety and to the pradice of virtue, that they may 
be ufeful members of fodety on earth, and become 
meet for the inheritance of the faints in light. 

Cordially uniting in fuch meafures as thefe, we 
fliall enjoy the fure protedion of an almighty prov- 
idence, and have little to fear from hoftile nations. 
'^ When our ways pkafe the Lord, he wiU make 
our enemies to be at peace with us.** 

3. Our fubjed warns us againft a thoughtle& 
confidence of continued profperity. 

The prophet compares the work of providence 
to a moving wheel, to fignify, that the world is in 
continual change-*-that no condition of perfons 
or nations is fiable and permanent. 

While Europe has been in agitations and con« 
vulfions, we have, for more than twenty years, 
enjoyed great prdfpcrity and uninterrupted peace. 
There have been fome molefiations from the fava- 
ges, and fome fpoliations on our commerce ; but 
no invafion ; no fuch hoftile attack^ as has requir- 
ed a national exertion for defence. While fome 
of the governments of Europe have been fubvert- 
cd, and others convulfed, ours has remained, and 
ftill remains unaflailed« While many parts of the 
ancient continent have felt the^ dire fcoiirge of 
fcarcity, and even famine, the confequence of 
wafting war and inclement feafons, we have en- 
joyed fuch a redundance of the fruits of the earth, 
as to be able, on advantageous terms, to fupply 
the wants of our fuffering fellow mortals. 

But fliall we promife ourfelves the long, unin- 
terrupted continuance of fuch profperity ? No : • 
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The wheel is roDing j and foon it may be our 
turn to fed its defcending motion* The changes 
in other nations are warnings to ns. There are' 
circumftances attending our prefent fituation, 
which carry a threatening afped. It is a period, 
in which, according to the general interpretations 
of prophecy, great events are to be expeded. Our* 
profperity has continued much longer, than we, or 
almo& any nation have experienced at one peri- 
od. Our moral ftate does not appear to be mend- 
ed { but iniquities of fome kinds have obfervably 
increafed. If an accumulated weight of nationsd 
guilt {hall fall on the defcending part of the wheel 
of providence, this will awrally accelerate its 
downward motion. Let us not be highminded 
but fear. God feems to be coming forth out of 
his place to puniih the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquities. The earth difclofes her blood, 
and fcarcely covers her flain. Let us enter into 
our chambers, and Ihut our doors about us ; there 
let us hide ourfelves until the indignation be over- 
paft. 

The chambers to which we muft refort, for fe- 
curity from impending fiorms, are the promifes 
and providence of God. ** The name of the 
Lord is a ijtrong tower ; the righteous run into it, 
and are fafe." Into this we muft enter by re- 
pentance and prayer, and here we muft continue 
by humble obedience. 

The fcripture foretels a time, when the religion 
of the gofpel fliall generally prevail, and by its be- 
nign influence fpread peace and happinefs among 
the human race. But previqus to this glorious 
period, there will be terrible judgments, violent 
convuliions, and mighty revolutions. Thefe will 
be the dire effects of men's inveterate corruptions, 
which will have funk fo deep, that they can be 
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fiiuged away oaly by the ^uit of judgmeflC aad 
the Iptjrit of buming. To fecun ounelves froa 
a ihare is thde calamities all humao power and 
poliqr are utterly infuffideat* Our &airity wiH 
Bepead on tke roveniag iaiu^Kie ef religioas 
pnnc^Iegy and tpe general j^ndax/^ of virtue and. 
rigbtequ£oe&. If «e would efcape the plamen 
which are conunff oa other natkmsy we nuft fi» 
far JCbparate ourfiSveB from thom^ as not to paru 
take of their fins* 

The^dgments foretold in prqpheqr^ aa nearlf 
ftecedrng &e grai»d reformation in MligiDn,feeni 
chie&v to be pointed a^oft the nadons embrac-* 
tug the papal fuperftkion* But if we^ who pro» 
iie& a purer religion^ imitate thofe nations in vio^ 
and knmorali^ir on what ground fiudl we a^ddt 
an exemption from their calaiuities ? National 
fafety dqpends on virtuous manners, not on ttem«> 
tnal profieffions. Xhrift favs to the churdi m 
Sardis,, ^^ I know tby woxks» that thou haft a 
name that thou liveft^ a^ ait dead. Be watch- 
fol therefore and ftrengthen the things that re* 
inain, which are ready to die 4 for I have not found 
thy works perfi^ be£ore God. Rettember how 
thou hail received and heard, and hold faft an4 
r^enu If thou (hait not watch, I wffi come up- 
on thee as a tfairf, and thou ih^t not know, what 
hour I nl^ come upon thee. He that overcoea* 
eth ihall be cloathed in white raiment^ and I idlf 
notbfet out his name out of the book of life ; but 
I wi9 confefs his name befwe my Father^ and b6« 
ibre his angels.'' 

Hg that both an ior^ ktbimhear what the Sf kit 
putb wKto the timrsb^. 
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SERMON XIX. 



The Temper of a Cbrifiian vntb regard (§ JMWui 
Go0d and 3mK 



ROMANS «& ^ 
4Uhirdwe which is cvU : ckwre ca chil wUch ii^ooa. 



HE dlflbrmo^ b^woea good and cdl f^- 
ipte fiippofed to be already underftood and ao 
knowlec^d. ^fhsk Romaos, even in their gen**^ 
tileftate, had knQwn Crod^ though they bad not 
glorified him j and they had received the iaicrip- 
don of thegreatrujesof morality on their hisans^ 
though they had not obeyed them. By the gojt 
pel there had bem made to them a more foU d^t 
covery of the divine law and of mwal obligation $ 
and, at the fame time, a way had been opiened 
kr the pardon of their paft tranfgre&»(k They 
muft theref^e now have been o^bk of juc^« 
ing what was right* 

The wickednefs of the world, befure of the 
Chriftian part of it, is owing far more to the wan> 
of an honeft difpc^tion, than to the want of ne^ 
ceflary information. Though various fpecuhtivf 
^HBons are adopted am<mg Chriftians, yet con*^. 
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cerning right and wrong in pradice there is a gen« 
eral agreement, except where the judgment is per- 
verted by the habits of vice. The main point is 
to abhor that which is evil, and cleave to that 
*wfaich is good. With this temper governing our 
hearts, we ihall be fecured from dangerous errors ; 
or at leaft from their dangerous influence. 

We will confider the two branches of our text 
difiinaiy. 

Firft. We will explain and illuflrate the abhor-' 
rence of evil. 

On a carelefs, fuperficial view of themfelves, 
fome may imagine, they abhor evil, when they 
really cleave to it. To prevent mifapprehenfions^ 
we muft examine our hearts with attention. 

I. There is a great difference between a real ab^ 
borrence of evil, and an external forbearance of it. 

Men do not always purfue the courfe of life, 
which, under other drcumfbinces, their hearts 
would really choofe. A regard to worldly inter- 
eft, the want of means or opoortunity, the ap- 
prehenfion of detection and difgrace, the power 
of education and example, may be a temporary 
reftraint from the iniquity to which they are 
firongly inclined, and which, as foon as the re- 
ftraint ceafes, they will purfue with avidity. 
King Joaih did right, while he was under the 
influence of Jehoiada the prieft ; but when the 
good prieft was dead, the king fell away to idol- 
atry ; and even murdered Jehoiada's fon, who 
had the boldnefs to reprove his apoftacy. He who 
loves iniquity is, in the judgment of God, 
deemed guilty of it, though he mould not aSuaU 
. fy pradice it ; for, in this cafe, the practice is pre- 
vented, not by voluntary choice, but by external 
reftraint. 

The divine law forbids covetoufhefs, as well as 
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csppreiBon \ lufl, as wdl as adultery ; envy and 
msdacQ, as well as aruelty and revenge. It re* 
quirea us to put o£F the old man, not only with 
hta deeds, but with his lufts too* The thought c^ 
fooli{hne& it prononndes to be fin. Wraui and 
hatred induced, it condemns as murder conceiv- 
ed in the heart. The outward condud forms the 
charader in the fight of men { but in the fight of 
Gk>d the charaAer is deterioined by the habituai 
temper : for he feeth not as man feeth* 

To know ourfi^ves then, we muft obferve the 
current of our thoughts, the tendency of our de- 
fires, and the general run of our wifiies and ii^ 
tcntions. 

We forbear fbme iniquities, which we fee in 
ctlhers. So far it is well« But what retrains us f 
-—Is it a fettled principle of oppofition to evil ? Is 
k a ttn£t of God's holy prefence and a regard to 
the glory of lus name ? Is it a fear of his difplea^ 
fure and an apprehenfion of the judgment to 
come ? Or is.it only fome inferior motive arifing 
from confiderations of temporal convenience r 
The nnan, who avoids evil from the latter motive, 
may be called trudent. It is only the influence of 
the former, wnich denominates him virtmus* 

2. There is a great di&rence between an babitu^ 
^, and an ocu^onal abhorrence of evil. 

One who, in the general courle of bis life, is 
devoted to a particular vice, may, at tinoes, feel 
an abhorrence of it. Excefi of indulgence will 
often produce a temporary difguft, without erad-^ 
icating the habit. Nature, clogged and enfeebled 
by a debauch, loathes the pleamres with which it 
is overloaded ; but as foon as it rifes from the de- 
preffion, the defire of gratification returns with 
Its former violence. Sicknefs or afflidion may, 
for the prefent, deaden the reUih for particular 
Vol. V. ' Li 
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fins, or awalfxn fuch conviAion and remorie^ a^ 
will produce a temporary aft)liorreBce of them ^ 
and vety when health and proiperity are reftored, 
the love of thefe very und operates as ufiial. 
There i^ no alteration in the temper of the mind ; 
the only difference is tn the fta^e of the body, or 
in the outward condition. 

There are few wicked men, f>tit who have their 
ferious aAd thouffhtfiil: frames. The admonition 
of a friend, or their own refledions mav awaken 
fenttments^of oppofition to vice, andrefolutions to 
Ibrlake it ; ancl yet thefe fentiments and refolu- 
tions may never be carried iatoeffed^ 

This occafional indifference, or difrdiih to evil^ 
is not a real abhorrence of it^ The mind flill is 
bent toward it i there is only an accidental iiif. 
peniion of the habitual defire. 

5« Thtnt is a material difference between oju? 
abhorrence of evil in other pecfhy and our abhor- 
rence of it ki ourfelvei. 

The man addided to vice condemns in others^ 
every vice,* but his own ; and this too, when he 
happens to fiiffer by it ia his intereft or reputa^ 
don. 

There are thofe,^ who ta&e great freedom witb 
fhe^ chara^rs of their ndghboursy and feem ta 
think it perfeftly innocent for them to divert 
themfelves at the expenfe of any man's peace and 
honour. But none are more fevere to condemn 
this liberty, when they are the objeds of the flaii- 
der. The moft difboneft man, that you meef 
with, if he happen to be cheated in a bargain, 
or injured in his property, will exprefi neat ad>* 
horrence of fraud and oppreffion. And even in 
indtferent cafes, men ufually cenfure in others the 
vices, of which they think themfelves to be clear. 
The knave abhors the drunkard, the prodigal ddC^ 
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fnies the mifer, and the pro£me liix>fidr detefts die 
diflembler in religion. 

A forwardnefs then to condemn iin in others^ 
is no proof of a real abhorrence of it ; for this 
may proceed from partiality, felfiflinefs, pride, ill 
nature, or a difpofition to jufiify ourielves. The 
main ^ueflion is. In what light we view our awn 
fins ? Tiefe we may moft clearly difcern ; and 
from tiefe we have moft to fear. Tbrfe we ihould 
contemplate with peculiar abhorrence, and con- 
demn with greatm feverity. David lays, ^^ I 
"was upright before God, and I kept myfidf from 
mine iniquity. 

4« There is an effential difference between the 
abhorrence of evil it/etf^ and the abhorrence of its 
£o^eat(ences. 

AQ fin, by the divine conftitution, tends to 
miiery. Even in the prefent life, we fee this to 
be, in fome degree, its ufual efie^. 

Nature perverted loves fin ; but nature cannot 
be fo changed as to love mUery. The fin may be 
pleafing, but the proper fruits of it never can be 
fo. 

Tbe wicked man, while he loves his vices, ab- 
]km^ their tendency. When 'he has deftroyed his 
health by exceis, and his fubftance by prodigality^ 
he may wifh he had been more temperate and firu- 
gaL He may lament the painful coniequences of 
his irregularity. But he would have felt the 
fiune uneafine& and difquietude, if he had loft 
his fubftance by fire, or his health by a feven He 
is not difpleafed ^th his own condud, but with 
the divine government, which has eftabliihed a 
CQsmexion between vice and mifery. ^^ The fooU 
ifline& of man perverteth his way, and his heart 
fretteth againft the Lord.'' If he refolves to re- 
fraln from his former vices ^ fiiU it is his wiih« 
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tliat he might indulge them with (kfety, dud that 
the confequQHces of them mi^t be prevented hf 
Come more eafy and agreeable means, than fbriak- 
ing them. j 

To jud^, then, whether we abhor evil, *«f« 
muft enquire, whether it is fin itfetf, or only tUt 
confequence of it, that ofiends ud-^whether w« 
are grieved fpr our fins in the inftances, in which 
we ted no prefent inconveniences from them } for 
OVLtfecret fins ; for every known aft of wickednefe| 
for the ^ilty tbtmgbts and inclinatioru^ which hav€ 
never nfen into e:2temal a6U^-what is the prind* 

Ele within us which is crofled \ whether it b the 
)ve of virtue and righteoufnefs, or only eur 
pride and covetoufnefs. By fuch enquiries we are 
to learn, whether we abhor moral evll^ of oftly 
abhor poverty, infamy and pain. 

5. We muft remember, that there is a raighty^ 
difference between an abhorrence of ^i7, and an 
abhorrence of the perfam^ who have done k. 

This diftinftion is not fuffidently regarded* If 
from any caufe you have conceived a ^^ucttce %^ 
gainfl: a man, you readily condemn in him every 
adion in the leaft degree exceptionable } not al* 
ways becaufe you hate the adioti, but often mere* 
ly becaufe you hate the man. The fame things, 
which in others would pa& unnoticed, are repro- 
bated in him, becaufe you wifh to deftroy his ne* 
putation, and fink him as low in the opinion of the 
world, as he has already faUen in yours. This k 
fo far from bein^ a hatred of evil, that it is reaHy 
a rejoicing in it. It is nothing difierent frona 
malice. x\xt fame temper, which prompts you to 
fcandalize an enemy, and to fity all manner of evU 
againft him, would take pleaftnre in his real ini- 
quities, becaufe thefe might enable you to attack 
his reputation with better hopes of fuoee&. Let 
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no man thai conclude that he zhhon rnl, vnlcft 
this abhorrence extends farther than to the evil 
which he fees in his enemies. It muft come home 
to hinftlf, and operate with peculiar warmth a» 
gainft his own iniquities. 

Nothing is more common, than for oppofite 
parties in reUgion, or in pditicks, to vilify one a* 
Aotfaen Tlie fiivie condti£k> whidi a zealot jwould 
dverlook^ or even vindicate in his own party^ or 
HbBtf he will, with great feverity, reprehend, and 
on aU occafions, espofe in a rival one* This he 
wiihes to weaken and difcredit ; but to exak and 
cftablifh his o^n* For this reafon you often fee 
reHgiaus paitifaas £ur more aealous toimake pro* 
fiedy ta to their fed, than to make faints of their 
pro&lytes. It was Odd of the Pharifees, ^< They 
compafled fea and land to make one profelyte, and 
when they had gained htm, they rendered him 
two fold more a child of hell than themfelves.'* 
Hence it is, that they who pretend to form a pure 
church, coniifting wholly of iaintSy.ufuaUy bring 
iaintfkip down to fo low a iiandard that tew will 
want proof. They have noen's perfons in admi« 
ration, not becaufe of thdr virtue, but for the 
&ke of advantage : and the only indifpenfiblo 
qualification is a zealous attachment to their party* 

liV'hen we feel in ourfelves a zeal a^^ft iniqui- 
ty, let us ftand and enquire, whoie miquity it is^. 
tnat warms our zeaL Is it our own, or fcnne 
other man's ? Is it that of a friend, or of an ene* 
my ? That of the fed to which we belong, or on* 
ly that of a fed which we hate and wi& to de- 
preis ? If only the latter awakens our difpleaibrey 
It is not the evil of the perfon, but the perjbnbinh 
felf^ that is the objed of our abhorrence. And 
let us beware, left the zeal in which we g^ory aa 
a virtoii, he finally imputed as a vioe» If we have 
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bitter envy and firife in our liearts, diis nvifilom 
ddcendeth not from above. 

6. We muft <fiftinguiih between an aUiorrence 
of particular evils, and an abhorrence cS evil eii 
large. 

There may be fi>nie vices, from wfaidi men are 
Ibcured by thdr confiitution of body, or condi* 
tiontnltfe. Iliere are aUb vices, which, in feme 
men's charafter, are ^zdnded by oppofite vices. A 
prrfi^yznd zndferlj diipofition are both vidons ; 
but they cannot meet in the fame perfon, becauie 
they are, in their nature, inconfiflent. The fame 
may be £ud of indolence and paffianaiemfs''^<3S care^ 
lefnefsiraA anxiety ; and many other vicious tem- 
pers, in their extreme, if you hate a particular 
vice only becanie it fiands in the way of your pur- 
foinganother ; and if youabftain from one evil, that 
you may pradice a diffinient one with greater free* 
dom ; you are no better than your neighbor, who 
abftains from jcmr vices, that he may follow his 
own. Tour mppofed abhorrence of evil, is only 
a love of e^. Tou rejeA one, becaufe you love 
another more. 

The queftion then muft be, whether yon efteem 
God's commands concerning all things to be right, 
and hate every falfe way. 

Thefe obfervatkms may fuffidently illuftrate the 
temper under confideration. Before we diimi& 
thb branch of our fubjed, it will be prqper to 
-oil up in our minds fome arguments adapted to 
awaken an abhorrence of ev£ 

I. All moral evil is contrary to the nature of 
God 

TThat great and dreadfrd Being, who fills the 
univerfe with his prefence, and comprehends all 
creation within the drcuit of his in^iedion, is 
ever reprciented, in fcripture, as loving rigteouC- 
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me& and hating wickednefi ; as looking on the 
▼irtuous with approbation and Bivor^'and behold-. 
ing with abhorrence the workers of iniquity* 
Iteafon confents to the truth of this reprefenta- 
tion ; for a being of perfed knowledge- and reAi- 
tude can never confound things £o oppofite in 
their nature, as virtue and vice. 

The dignity of man confifts in a conformity to 
the chara&er, and the happinels of man depends 
on the enjoyment of the ntvour of this all-per* 
fe£t, iUmighty Being. He who loves what God 
hates, and he who abhors what God approves, is 
the object of his di^leafure, and therefore muft be 
xniferable. 

Do we believe, that there is fuch a Being ? And 
can we think it indifferent what choice we niake^ 
and what courie we purfue f Do we imagine, that 
he who made and upholds us, is an unconcerned 
^le&ator of ourconduft ? Can our hearts be re»-. 
coBciled to the idea of living under his difappro* 
bation ? Can we contemplate the purity oi hi^ 
nature, and the defilement of our own, and not 
abhor ourfelves ? Even angek, thofe holy beings^ 
▼ail their faces in his pretence. What humility 
then ihould cover the race of guilty man ? With 
what felf-abafement fliould he contemplate his own 
£tdkin ccmdition ? With what heart-felt penitence 
itiould he refleft on his numerous tran^eifions ? 
With what fervent deiires ihould he feek the grace 
of God to purify his foul and make him meet for 
heavenly joys ? 

2. Moral evil is contrary tQ the defign, for 
which we were created. 

When we contemplate our nature as formed by 
the Deity, we fee that we were made for a higher 
purpofe than to obey the calls of appetite and Tuft. 
We have within us the faculty of reafon to (M- 
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fi^guUb between good and evil, and the principfo 
oFconfdettee to urge onr choice cf the one^ ajMf 
rejection of the other. While we regttrd iniquicy 
In our hearts, there is a fcnfe of guilt, an invdlunta- 
ry felf 'Condemnation which attends us* By experi- 
ence we find, that without the love of God and of 
virtue governing our condud:, there can be no ra* 
tional happinefs. Ou^ht we nottoabhor that, which 
in its very nature, unks^ degrades suid ruins vm f 
Ou|^ht we not, in our hearts, to deteft, and in oat 
praoice, to avoid that, which in our reaibn we 
condemn ? Shall rational beings a£fc in fuch een* 
tradi^on to themfdves, as to pur&e what they 
Igiow to be miferable, and choofe what they fee 
to be fatal ? Wc call ourfelves rational ; and we 
fhew ourfelves fueh, when we abhor evil, and 
dcavc to that which is good. 

t. The revelation, wmch God has given us, 19 
denied to make us fee the reality, and teg^rA 
the importance of the matter, which we are mem 
contemplating. 

He has fpoken to us from heaven, and demon- 
ffarated the voice to be divine. He has fent pro^ 
ets, apoftles, angels, and one ereater than them 
aU, to infbuA, vtrarn and perwade us, to point 
out the path which leads to glory, and fence up 
the £ital track which soes down to the chambei^ 
of deflru^on : and &all we with blind infatua- 
tion, and headlong obftinacy, leap over all barri- 
ers, and plunge down the dreadnil precipice ? 

4* Conlider what the Saviour of men has &£• 
fered to deliver us from evil, and you vidll be con- 
viuced, that you ought to fly from it* 

Our falvation from iin and its confequences, 
was the defign of his coming into this world. 
To accompliih this benevolent defign, he bare our 
fins in his own body on the crofi. Great was the 
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burden^ wiiich he fuftained, when God laid bn 
him the iniquities of us all. View him in all the * 
trying fcenes of his life j efpecially view him bleed- 
ing and dying on the accurfed tree4 Recolle<9:« 
tHat out ims were the caufe^ and deliverance 
from them was the end of all his fufferings ; and 
then fay, whether every fin ought not to be your 
abhorrence ? Will you choofe that which he ab- 
horred ? Win you indulge that which caufed his 
death ? Will you retain that, from which he died 
to deliver you ? Is there in man fuch perverfenefs* 
of foul, fuch ingratitude to a benefa<^or, and 
fuch dilregard to himfelf ? One would abhor the 
fight of an enemy, who had flain a child, a broth-* 
er or a friend He would never choofe for his 
companion the truculent rufiian, who had thus 
wounded and diftrefled him« Much rather fliould' 
we abhor our own fins. Thefe have ftied the Re- 
deemer's blood — ^Thcfe, if embraced in our bofom, 
will deftf oy our fouls« 
Remember farthef, 

5. All evil is oppofite to the holy Spirits God 
has no pldafure in the death of the wicked. He 
calls them to turn and live. To the calls of his 
word he adds the fecret motions of his own Spir- 
it, The Spirit of God is holy in his nature and 
in hb operations^ Hi? nature is oppofite to evil^^ 
and hts operations are to recover us trom lU 

His awakening and convincing influences on 
^thc minds of finners, are CdXledJiriving with them. 

Their continoKince in fin, is called refining bim^^ 
And will you not abhor that which is contrary to 
the Spirit of God — that which oppofes his friend- 
ly operations — that which is fo hateful to him, 
and fatal to you, that 'he is ftriving to deliver you 
from it ? Will you refift fuch kindly motions and 
grieve this heavenly vifitant ? 
Vol. V. Mm 
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Contemplate evil in aay point of vkw^ ^s cott« 
trary to the nature of G4Dd-«*«4o the dtiigaof reve« 
lation-»to the end of your crcatioiH^i^o the fo^-^ 
noie of Chrift's death, and to the influence of the 
holy Spirit) and you will fee, that it ought to be 
your abhorrence. And when you find thatthdEe 
views of fin bring you to a real, habkual, uiii« 
verial abhorrence of it ; and that this abhorrence^ 
while it extends to aE fij», is more immecMat^ 
|K>inled at your own, you mikj tly^% condedci, 
that religion has place in your hearts. 
We proceed now to iliuftrate, 

Seconduy, The other branch of our ftibjeA. 
Cleave to tbet which isgood^ 

Religion begins in the renovation of the inward 
man ; out it ends not there : it dtfcovers itfi^ ia 
the works of righteoufiiefL The pure in heart 
wiU be holy in all manner of conver£i^n« b i» 
not now and then a good adion, or a temporary 
appearance of goodn^^ which wUl prove the heart 
to be fincere : there muft be an adherence ta that 
which is good. 

I. We muft cleave to aU that is good, xmtbme 
e^MpfioTu 

In the new man,***^^ old things are paft away, 
and all things are become new.'^ He glorifies God 
in body and fpiiit« He yields himfelt a fisrvant to 
God, and his membeh tnftruments of^ghteouC- 
nefe to him. 

We mu{^ be ready to ev^ good work, if, in 
our refolutions of obecUence, we make exceptions 
and refervations, it is not the wiU of God^ bat 
our own will, wl^ich governs us. The qucfiioii 
with us muft be, not io much what wiM fisrve our 
worldly defignsg, as what will be acceptable in the 
fight of Ood* 
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a. We Aufi ddiTe to tliat lirfakK is good wiib^ 
am/tancy. 

A variible goodnefi will bM meet the divine « 
approbaikm* Religion ts *' a patient continuance 
in well'ddifig/' Of Judah and Epbtaim God 
oompbint^ *' What ihall I do unto you ? Your 
goodndls is a mdrning cloud ; as the early dew 
k goeth away/' Tranfient refolutions and teai- 
poraury ireformationa are not deaving to, but trt« 
fliAg withy that which is good. There is a pecu* 
liar guilt attending the cafe of thefe fliort^Uved 
ccmverSond. The man, who forms a refbhition 
in favour of re%ion, is convinced of its truth 
and importance } otherwife there would be no 
ground for the refblution. Now if, after tht», he 
abandon the ferious purpofe which he had n^ule, 
^nd return to hisfinnil courie, he difcoversgreat<« 
er ftraigth of luft, greater oppofition of heart to 
g€K)dnef8, greater contempt of God, than if he 
never had been the fubje& of thefe convi^onsb 
Hence the apoftle to the Hdnrews reprefeats it as 
peculiariy difficult *^ to renew thofe again to repen-* 
tanc£, who £aiU away, after they have been once 
enlighttoed, and have, tailed the good word of 
OoA"* The a^wftlc Peter aMb iays, « If after 
they have elbqped the pollutions of the world 
throiagk the knowledge of Cbrift, they are again 
entangled therein and overcome, the latter end 
is wone with them than the beginning.'* 

There are fome doubleminded men, who are 
unftable in all their ways* Th^ have fo much 
fenfe of the obligations of religion, that they dare 
not wholly difiregard them. They form good f e- 
folutions, but never purfue them to effect. They 
fed tirward convidions of fin, but sever carry 
them to a real repenunce. Their hifts prevail^ 
and fmother their halfK:oBceived purpo&s ^ vk^ 
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tue. Their purpofes again revive, and are again 
fuppreffeil. Let not fuch a man think, that he 
fliall receive any thing of God. For though he 
Ihould never run to the fame excefs in vice as ma- 
ny others have done, being at times under ftrong- 
er reftraints from his own conviftion, yet he 
goes more abreaft againft light, does greater vio- 
lence to his confcience, and more direftly oppofes 
the Spirit of grace, and confequently may be more 
criminal in the fight of God, than fome who 
feem to fin with a higher hand. 

Tliis thought de^rves the attention of thofc, 
who have had frequent conviftions and awaken- 
ings from the providence and Spirit of God, and 
yet never have really cleaved to that which is good. 
They ought to remember, that " for all thefe 
things God will bring them into judgment ;'* 
for in proportion as they have been favoured with 
more powerful excitements to religion, they are, 
white they neglefl: it, involving themfelves in 
more awfiil guilt, and filling up the meafure of 
their fins with more awful rapidity. If oppofition 
to an awakened confcience, and refiftance of a 
ftriving Spirit, are aggravations of guilt, then 
^e muit conclude, that as finners have experien- 
ced thefe more frequently, and more powerfully, 
their guilt is on this account more dreadfully in- 
creafing, as long as they continue impenitent and 
unreformed. Nor can they know how foon tbefc 
favourable motions will ceafe, and be fucceeded 
by unfeeling hardnefs of heart. 

3. We muft cleave to that which is good, even 
vwhen it is attended vidth difficulty and danger. 

Though wifdom*s paths are paths of peace, yet 
we fliall find many rough places, in which we 
mufl: tread with caution, and walk with circum- 
fpedion, left we ftumble, or be turned out of the 
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i}7ay. Our Saviour has warned us, that narrow 
is the way which leads to life, and ftrait the gate 
by which we enter ; and he dire£b us to flrive 
with earneftne& — ^to prefs on with refolution* 

Difficulties and oppofitions will arife from the 
corruptions of the heart, the examples of the un- 
godly^ the temptations of evil ipirits, and the ob- 
jeds of the world. But we muft go on our way, 
and, " laying afide every weight, run'with pa- 
tience the race fet before us/' 

4. We muft choofe that which is good, though 
we be Jingularm our choice. 

The man, who cleaves to God with purpofe of 
heart, rifes fuperior to the examples and entice- - 
ments of the world. He walks, not as pleafing 
men, but God who fearcheth the heart. He de- 
fires, indeed, the concurrence and aiSftance of 
others ; he wiflies that all around him were zeal- 
oufly engaged in religion : thus his hands would 
be ftrengthened, his refolution animated, and his 
temptations weakened- But ftill he refolves, 
whatever choice others make, and whatever 
courfe they purfue, he will walk with God. 
Though he does not affeA fingularity, he had 
rather be fingular, than wicked. He had rath* 
er ftand alone in virtue, than join. a multi- 
tude in vice. Though others think it firange 
that he runs not with them to the fame excefs of 
riot, fpeaking evil of him, yet he knows how to 
juftify his own conduA. He will not be ridiculed 
out of his virtue, nor bring on himfelf the wrath 
of God, to efcape the feoffs of men. He is gen- 
tle toward all men, butafervant to none in mat- 
ters of religion. He is eafy to be intreated in a 
reafonable cafe, but he will not be perfuaded to 
violate his confcience. " He will have no fellow- 
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flripwith the imfhiitfid works of darknels, but 
trill rather rcproTC thtiti/' 

We have feda what it is, to deave to tkat whick 
is goocL We wUi dofe the fvl^eft with fomc ar» 
gdments to coilfinnaiirrefohitioixs in welldoiiiK* 

^ Who is ht that will harm you, if ye be £d« 
krwen of that which is good V^ This will always 
be £ife. There cu be no real danger attendiiig 
it ? Whatever dangers you may iqpprdiend, thqr 
are but imaginary. They are the iii^geftioiis ot 
luft, not of wi£dotn« Can there be d^mger in dai- 
ly prayer to God, in a pious regard to his prori* 
dence, and th a reverence of 1^ name I Can there 
be danger in rigfateoufhefs, benevolence and ib* 
tegrtty toward men ? Can there be danser in 
fobrt^, temperance, purity and meeknefs? Da 
thefe virtues eaqiofe you to any mifcfaiefs, from 
which the contrary vices would fecure you ? 

The wicked man is often perplexed, what courfe 
to purfue, and viHbat turns and ihiits to make, that 
he may Ihun the evils which threaten him ; and^ 
after all his artifice, he runs into the very mifchief 
which he aims to avoid, or plunffes himielf into a 
greater by dedining a lefs^ The upright man 
needs no artifice. The way of fafety lies plain be* 
fore him. it is only to follow that which is good« 
^ He who walks uprightly waiks furely j ms m« 
tqgrity will prderve him.'* 

" Great peace have they who love God^s law, 
iind nothing fliall offend them." Whatever af- 
fidioQs bef^ them, they have joy in the reflec- 
tion, that their fteady sum has been to approve 
themfelves to God. , 

^ Jcfus,** the great pattern of virtue, " went 
about doing good. He was holy, harmleis, un- 
defiled, feparate from finners.*' No dangers ever 
diverted him fronk the work which God gave him 
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tftdow Thtt more cmftaodf tve deave to that 
«hi^ is good, the nearer we approach to hit 
dbarader. 

The way of goodnefakadb to hapfmiest.. Thft 
pkafure which the good maa finds ia religion 
Aere, is an eameft of fuperior happinels hereai^ 
ter. By experience he daily learns the tead^^^ 
qf vtrtme, and is perfuaded that there awaits hi»y 
ift God^s prefence, lulae& of joy* Amidft the 
changes of this mortal fbte, he looks up to God 
with cheerful hope and confidence, that under 
the dire&ion of pcrfed wifilom, ail things, aore 
worldng for his good ; that, in the hands of in* 
finite ipomcx^ his future fdicttr is iecure ; and 
that the& Ught afflidion6, which are bat for a 
moment, wiU prepare him for a far more exceed* 
ing and eternal weight of dory. Confdous that 
he has cleaved to that whidi is good, he contem- 
plates, with a ferene and cheernil mind, the gloo-* 
my change of death, viewing it as the happy pe- 
riod ot dl his painful labours, and his introduc- 
tion to a world, where he fhall receive an abuur 
dant reward. 

That we may cleave to that which is good, let 
us oiake it our full and deliberate choice* Let us 
feek the ipiritual renovation of the heart, a mind 
enlt^tened to the clear difcemment of truth, 
and a temper moulded into a conformity to the 
charafter of God. Let us ever guard againft the 
firft dnarture from goodneis ; for one devious 
ftep Imos to another. Vt hen we bmn to wander, 
we can prefcribe no bounds to tran^reffion. Let 
us entertain nofentiments, which contradid mor- 
al reAitude. Such fentiments, whatever argu- 
ments may be urged in their furoort, muft be 
faUe. Nothing can be true, which is contrary tO 
moral goodnefi. Great familiarity with ourfelves 
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b neceflary to conftanqr in religion* It is by the 
examination of our hesurts, and the ireview of 
our adionsy that we learn whether they are con- 
formed to the will of God. It is thus that we 
make a feafonable difcovery of our errors, and cor* 
ttSt them before we are led dangeroufly aftray. 
Remembering our dependence on God, we muft 
repair often to his throne for light to. guide us, 
and grace to preferve us in the way of goodnefi 
and truth. 

Happy is the man who with the Pfalmift can £iy, 
^ I have chofen the way of truth, thy judgments 
I have laid before me, I have ftuck unto thy tefti- 
monies. I will run the way of thy command* 
ments, when thou ihalt enlarge my heart/^ 
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SERMON XX. 



>o«^M»o< 



Moral Rejleltiwu pn Floods^ 



A Sermon delivered February 2d» i8o7« 



AMOS ix. 5. 

The Lord of hofti U lie that toucheth the land, tnd it ihall melt, ind ill that 
dwell therein ahall mourn, and it shall rile up wholly like a flood, and 
ahall be drowned aa hy the flood of Egypt 



rREAT and important events are, in the 
facred writings, often defcribed by allufions to the 
fudden rife and eztenfive fpread of waters. This 
metaphor is fometimes ufedto cyqfrebbofpy events; 
but morefireq^uentl]^^ thoie which are calamitous. To 
the latter it is applied in our text. 

The prophet foretels a defolation fix)n to come 
on the land of Ifrael by the invafion of thor en- 
emies. Hie fudden manner and irrdfifiiUe force 
of the invafion, and the clean riddance which it 
Ihottld make of people and property he illuftrates 
by a flood } particularly by a flood of Egypt^ 
Vol* V- N n 
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when the river NUe, overflowing the lower coaa^ 
try, compelled the inhabitsmts to retire with their 
fubftance to the higher grounds. "The Lord 
toucheth the land, and it malt melt ;^ fhall feem 
to be at once diflblved into water. ^^ it ihall 
rife up wholly as a flood, and fhall be drowned as 
by the flood of Egypt/* 

Floods of water naturallv fuegeft to us many 
ufeful meditations, fome of whioi may properly 
employ our minds this afternoon. 

The winter hitherto has been mofl: remarkable. 
A long courfe of intenfe cold has covered the 
ftreams with prodigious mafles of the firmeft ice. 
The ftreams, thus bridged over, have, thrice with* 
in three weeks, been luddenly fwell^ by copous 
rains to fiich a height, as to fweep off by the force 
of water and weight of ice, a great part of the 
mills, and moft of the bridges, which flood upoa 
them. 

By feafon of the iiicreafe of people, wealthy 
buiinefs and travelling, works of this land have 
been greatly multiplied within a few years y the 
lofs fuftained therefore by individuals and by com* 
munitics has been incalculable ; and the embar- 
rafi'ments, to which many travellers and fome 
families are fub|eded, in confequence of thefe de» 
vaflations, is inconceivable. 

Thefe floods, though difafirous to property, 
may be conducive to the promotion of piety* 
With this view we will now contemplate them. 

I. They lead us to realize the majefly and fu- 
premacyof God. 

Grand and ftriking is the defcriptive language 
of the prophet in our text. <^ The Lord ofhofis 
is he, that toucheth the earth, and it fhall mdV^ 
The touch of his finger covers the earth with a 
flood, as fuddenly,a» u the folid ground were nwlt- 
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ed mtio a fluid mafi. The had rifeth into a flood 
llie prophet adds, '< It is he that buildeth his fto- 
ries in the heavens, and hath founded his troop 
in the earth ; he that calleth for the waters of the 
fea, and poureth them out on the earth ; the 
Lord of hoils is his name/' We have a iimilar de- 
fcription of God's power in tjbe book of Micah. 
^^ The Lord cometh forth from his place ; he will 
come down and tread on the high places of the 
earth, and the mountains ihalL be molten under 
him, and the vallies fhall be deft ; they ihall be as 
wax before the fire^ and as waters poured down 
a fteep place/' The fame alluiions we find in the 
book of Pisdms. ^^ The Lord is very great ; he is 
clothed with honour and nujefty. He covereth 
him&lf with light, as with a garment ; he ftretch- 
eth out the heavens like a curtain j he layeth the 
beams of his chambers in the waters ; he maketh 
the clouds his chariot ; he walketh on the wing$ 
of the wind« He laid the foundations of the earth ^ 
he covered it with the deep as with a garment ; the 
waters flood above the mountains. At hb rebuke 
they fled ^ at the voice of his thunder they hafted 
away/' God's fovereign and abfolute diipoial of 
the mighty waters is adduced in the book of Job, 
as a demonftradon of his fupreme and univerfal 
dominion. Thus fpeaks the Almighty to his fer« 
vant \ '^ Who fliut up the fea with doors ? — ^I made 
the doud its garment,and thick darknels its fwad^ 
dling band. I brake up for it my decreed place, 
and fet bars and doors, and (aid, Hitherto flialt 
thou comev and no farther, and here fliall thy 
proud waves be flayed/' God's controuling pow- 
er over floods and mountains was manii'elled in a 
peculiar manner to the lews, in their deliverance 
from Egypt, and introduAion into Canaan. This 
is ifrandly defcribed in one of the Pfalms. ** When 
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iirael came cmt of E^yp*^, the houfe of Jacol> from 
1 people of a ftrange ungaage, Judah was his Btnc- 
tuary, and Ifrad lus dominion. The fea (aw it 
and fled ; Jordan was driven back. The moun- 
tains ikipped like rams, and the fittle hills like 
lambs. What ailed thee, O fea, that thou fleddeft : 
and thoa Jordan, that thou waft driven bac^ r 
Te mountains, that ye (kipped like rams, and ye lit- 
tle hills like lambs ! Tremble, thou earth, at the pre- 
fence of the Lord ; atthe prefenqe of the God ot Ja- 
cob, who tumeth the rock into ftanding water, and 
the flint into a fountain of water." The prophet Je- 
remiah alledges,as aproof of theinfidelity,and even 
brutality of nie Jews, that they revered not God*$ 
prefence, when they had before them the moftftrik- 
liig evidences of it in the mighty fwdlingst>f the 
waters,andtheei!eclual reftraints under which they 
were held. " Hear now this, O fooliih people, and 
without underfianding, who have eyes, but fee 
not ; and ears, but hear not : fear ye not me ? 
faith the Lord ; wiQ ye not tremble at my preC' 
ence ? who have placed the fend for the bound of 
the fea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pais 
it ; and though the waves thereof tofs themfdves, 
yet they cannot prevail ; though they roar, yet 
can they not pais over.** 

Floods exhibit to us a grand and aftonifhin? 
fpeftade. They fwell the mind with the idea of 
awful and irrefiftible powrtr* They flicw us the 
vanity and impotence of man. They dempnftrate 
the prefence of an invifible Being, who alone 
maintains a ddhiinion over them. They admom* 
ifli us to revere his fupreme majefty, and trufthis 
continual care. 

We fee evidences of God's providence every 
where, and every day, but common and daily 
occurrences, being familiar to us, are eafily ov^- 
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looked, or foon forgotten, floods whicli are 
more rare appearances, unite thfcir novdty with 
their grandeur, toattradtfae attention^ affedfhe 
imi^nadon and folemniase tiie mind. 

2. Floods call our attention to the wifdtm mid 
^odne/s^ as well as to the power and majdly of 
€k>d. 

Settlements bordering on feas, or contignous 
to lairge rivers, are fubjeft to inundations, which 
fometimes fpread wide devaftations. Ordinarilf ^ 
however, the tides of the fea, and the !Fwdlin^ of 
rivers are fo dii^ofed, as to be beneficial, not uiju*^ 
rious to mankind. 

The land of Egypt, where rains fdfcdom fiifl, dc* 
pends on the annual flowings of its river for the 
fertility of its foil. Low lands, bordering on 
large ^fl^eams, are enriched by floods. Thefe may 
fometimes ** wafli away the things, which grow 
out of the earth ;*' but ufually they render the 
earth more produftive. And it is happy that, 
though they are abfolutely beyond our controul, 
they are always under th^ diredion of the great 
governour of nature. 

If the vaft quantities of fiiow, which fall in the 
winter on the mountainous parts of the country, 
fhould be diflblved by copious rains and a fteady 
warmth, the rife of floods, and thfe iuipdtuofity 
of ftreams would fpread extenfive rein ; and the 
eteftion of bridges, mills and water works would 
be a fruitlefs laboinr. To prevent this calamity, 
the fnow waters are ufually drained off in a gen- 
tle manner ; vernal rains are flprt ; warm days 
are followed with tx>ol nights j the fifing flood is 
checked by a change of weather. Thus the fnows 
are taken off i^ithout imminent danger to man or 
material injury to property, and with fenfible ben- 
cfit to the foil. 
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It is a kindneis in providence, that high floods 
&ldom come in that leafon of the year, when 
our fnuts are ic the field. Such repeated injon* 
dations, as we have feen of late, coming in mid- 
fummer, or in early autumn, would fweqp off the 
fruits of our fields and meadows, and be follow* 
ed with extenfive fcardty. And if fuch unfea- 
fonable floods were frequent, the rich intervales 
contiguous to rivers would be dderted, and our 
beft lands lie uncultivated. 

It is an infiance of divine goodnefs, that floods 
are attended with fome degree of regularity, & 
that ordinarily we know when to exped them, 
and what precautions to take for fecunty againft 
them. 

Let us learn to truft that benevolent Being, who 
orders (hows and rains, ftorms and floods ror the 
benefit of the human kind. 

3. Floods remind us of our own impotence, and 
of our dependence en God. 

^ We fee, that it is not in cur power to order the 
time when they fliall come, or when they fliall 
retire ; to prefcribe the height to which they 
fliall rife, or the extent to whidi they fliall fpread ; 
to divert their courfe, or reprefc their impetuofi- 
ty. ^ All thefe drcumftances are diredred by a fa- 
perior power— by him who gathers the winds in 
his fifts, and meafures the waters in the hollow of 
his hand. Equally dependent are we in every 
thing-^equally impotent in every condition. But 
fuch fcenes are now and then prefented to us, 
that imprefled with a fenfe of our weakneis, and 
pf God's governing providence, we may never 
truft in oimelves, but in all our ways may ac* 
knowledge him. 

4. Floods,coming in an unufual time and manner, 
teach us the uncertainty of human defigns and the 
precarioufnefs of worldly property. 
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Floods though ordinarily difpolGKl ib mercy, 
may fometimcs come for corredion* So Elihu 
obierves ; ^ God by watering wearietb the thick 
doud, which is turned about by Jiis counicis to do 
whatfoever he commandeth on the face of the 
world ; and he caufeth it to come, whether for 
corredion, or for the land, or for mercy/* 

A general deluge was the judgment, by which 
God punilhed the wickednds dF the old world* 
Partial inundations have often fpread defolation 
to a wide extent on lands adjacent to ieas and ri- 
sers. The fwelling tide ur^d by violent winds 
has rufhed in faur upon the hnd, laid towns and 
cities wafle, driven ihips from their moorin« far 
upon the foUd ground, where houfes and uores 
have ftood ; and, at the £ime time, has fwept 
houfes and fiores with their treafures and owners 
into the ocean, where fhips were moored. Ri- 
vers, raifed by mighty rains or the fudden diflb« 
lution of fnows, have borne away with impetu- 
ous force the works and labours of men, their 
flocks and herds, their habitations and riches. 

Such floods are to be regarded as calanuties^ 
not only to the immediate fufferers, but aUb to 
communities. They may, however, like other 
calamities, be ufefiil in a moral view, to admon^ 
ifh us of the vanity and inflaUUty of earthly 
things, and to direft our thoughts to better ol>- 
jeds. The late floods^ coming in an unufual fea- 
fon, riiing one after another m quick fucceilion, 
and bearing on with them immenfe quantities of 
heavy and folid ice, have produced difaftrous ef- 
feds never before known, to fuch an extent, fince 
our country was inhabited. 

We fee how eafily the hand of God can blafl the 
expedations, firuftrate the defigns, and deftroy 
the works of men. Let us feek a city which 
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listh fbunditions, aod there Itf up treafiilredy 
which flbodft and fiorms cannot annoy. 

5. Umifual floods remind ua of God's power 
to puMiJb^ or prated us, according as we efihtd or 
cbey hinu 

He who can Av^ett the waters to overflow us, caa 
let loofe enemies to invade us. He who can re- 
prdb the angry floods^ can reftndn-the rage of 
men. 

The inroads of enemies are often compared to 
the irruption of waters. Their defeat and difap* 
pointmettt to the fiiUing^ waves and the drying 
up of rivers. The prophet foretds a time^ ^^ When 
the enemy fhall come in like a flood, but the S{miw 
it of the Lord fliall lift up a ftandard againft him^^ 
The PTalmift ufes the fkme fimilitude ; '' The God 
of our falvation is the confidence of all the ends 
(^. the earth, and of them that are afar off on 
the &as ; he by his ftrength fetteth h& the moun- 
tains, and fiilieth the ncHfe of the iiea, the noiie 
of the wav^, and the tumult of the people/' ^^ The 
forrows of death compafled me ; the floods o£ 
u^q;odly men made me aftaid. In my S&fdk I 
called upon the Lord. He fent forth his arrows 
and Scattered them. Then the channels of wa- 
ters were feen, the foundations of the world were 
difcovered« He fent ft'om above, and drew me 
out of many waters." 

Men, when their paflions are calm and undiflur* 
bed, like natural ftreams of water, move harm* 
Ids within their bounds, and eHde gently along 
in their proper channels. But if pride, ambition, 
avarice, wrath and revenge once take the com^ 
mand of them, then like the iea agitated with 
fl:orms, or like rivers fwdled to floocb, they mfk 
on impetuous and carry deftmdioQ with then). 
Obdbrve the fame man guided by fober reafon, and 
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urjged by blind paffion, and you will fee him as. 
difierent from himfelf, as is the gende rill from 
the headlong torrent. 

There was no evil on earth which David fb much 
deprecated, as fubjedion to the power of a mortal 
enemy. When the<:hoice was offered him of fev- 
en years famine, three days peftilence, or three 
months flight before his enenues, he anfwered, 
** Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for great 
are his mercies ; but let me not fall into the hand 
of man." 

It is happy for us, that he who rules the feat. 
and reftrains the floods, can reprefs the paflions 
and controul the defigns of men^ ^* The wrath of 
man (hall praife him, and the remainder of that 
wrath he will reflrain.*' 

6. Floods remind us of our mutable and mortal 
condition. Under a general fentence of mortali- 
ty on the nation of Ifrael, Mofes faid, ^' Thou 
carried them away as with a flood." 

Time, like a ftream, is rolling on, nor fiops its 
courfe by day nor by night. Yea, it rufhes for- 
ward with rapidity like a river fwelled to a flood. 

Streams bend their courfe in various dhredions ; 
but 2^1, whatever direction they take, tend to the 
ocean, where their waters are fwallowed up and 
lofL Men have their different objeds and pur«. 
fuits ; but all are alike haftening to the grave ; 
all are prefling forward to the world of eternal 
retribution. 

All the rivers run into the fea, and would foon 
ceafe, were they not continued by a fucceflion of 
waters. The human race is preferved by a fuc* 
ceffion of mortals. One generation paffes away, 
and another comes* Thus the inhabitants of the 
earth abide from age to age. The race is called 
the fame, but the mortals, which compofe it. 
Vol. V. O o 
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like the waters whidi (onfiitate a river^ skbt 
changing every flay and evqry hour. 

It would be wife for us often to refleft en our 
tranfient condition. We are paffingaway like 
the floods ^ we have no abiding place on earth* 
Let us not fet our afiedion on things below, but 
kx>k forward tp th^t world, to which we are go« 
ing. Would a man hurrifed down a rapid ftream, 
exult in his riches, becaufe he paffed along in fight 
of meadows, fields, groves, and houies r Wovdd 
he call thefe his own, becaufe he beheld them, and 
•nly juft bdield there with his eyes } Why fliould 
we, who are hurried through life, and carried 
away as with a flood, glory in the woddlv ob« 
leds, which we fee, as we pais along, but icarcc- 
ty have time to pofleis ? 

We are changing our condition, and out rda»- 
tion to things around us. We are pafltng from 
place to place, from objeft to objed, from fcenp 
to fcenc, like men floating dow^ a fti«am. This* 
moment flies, the next fucceeds, and goes off Uke 
the former, giving place to a fuccefipr. One en« 
joyment, or amuibnent departs, and another 
comes. One defign, or employment is defeated 
or laid afide, and another taken upi Here wc 
hope for better fuccefe. Here, again difappoint^ 
ed, we change our purpofe. We walk ha a vain 
fiiow } we are dif^uictcd in vain. like sie» 
thrown out on a flood, wo flruggle for ihore ; we 
pant for reil ; we feize the twig ; it breaks ; w« 
are driven with the ftream ; we gra^ the leaf ^ 
we fink ; we p2^ from human fight, andlure fooa 
forgotten. 

There is nothing ftable here below ; no firm 
objed by which we can hold, no fi^id^ound €» 
which we can ftand* The anchor of our hope 
muft be fixed in the grace and goodneis^ the prom- 
ife and faitbfulnefs of God. 
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A flood \t tkot only rapkl^ but violent in its 
IMmgreft. No works of art! dan reftrain it. And 
b6 man teth power over death. As well may 
we insert the downward ftreafm and remand it 
back to its feurce ; as well may we repress the ri- 
fir^ flood or fooc^ it fronft its channel, as finally 
prevent the approach, or repel the attack of death. 
Tktee It an appbinted time to man upon earth, 
and the bonnds appointed him he cannot pais. 
It 19 God who holds our ibfils in life, and whofe 
▼Ifitatian preferves our fpirits. When he takea 
away our breathy we die. When he brings dowa 
to the duft, vt^io can raife himfelf up ? When he 
(mites, who can deliver out of his hands ? \ 

A flood is a miitapfaor uftd in fcripture to aenote 
/i%/dinr deftrudion. The prophet iays; ^' The 
Lord hath a mighty and firong one, which as a 
d^rbying fioi^m, ai!tel a flood of mighty waters o* 
vcrflowing, fliall cafls down to the earth." Job 
iays of the hypocrite, *^ He buildeth his houfe as 
a moth, and as a booth which the keeper maketlu 
Terrors take hold on him as waters, a ftorm hur* 
leth him out of his place.'' 

Various are the means by which^ and the ways 
in which, men are removed out of life. Con* 
ceming the manner of our own death we can 
ft)rm no certain judgment. But fince many of 
our feDow mortals are removed in a fudden man* 
ner, we Ihould aH z€t on the fiippofition, that our 
removal may b6 as fudden. Our Saviour admun« 
iOies us, that, as we ktloW not at what hour he 
witt oome^ we ought always to watch^ left com« 
ing fuddeidv he find us fleeping. 

We all, lixe a^ flood, which rcA% on and returns 
flot again, vt gong the way, whence we ihaU. 
not return. We are paffing, as t^ SVind, which 
c(taietk not again; tlieidace whickJUiknimui^ 
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will know us no raore. How indifferent fiiould 
we be to thefe worldly intercfts, which foon w<e 
muft* relinquiih, and never repoffefs ! How dili« 
gendy fliould we improve the feafon, which foon 
muft end, and never be renewed? **What our 
hands find to do, let us do it with our might ; there 
is no work in the grave/* 

To a time of prevailing mortality the metaphor 
is peculiarly applicable. In reference to fuch a 
time Mofes fays, •* Thou carrieft them away as 
with a flood.'' But at all times men are mortal } 
are doomed to duft ; are haftening to the grave. 
Time, like a rifing flood, fweeps them all away 
without diftindion. 

The fwelling river takes up all objefts within 
its reach, and drives them down its current. 
Death makes no difference ; it bears away the fmall 
and the great, the poor and the rich, the old and 
the young, the worthlcfe and the ufefiil. They 
are all fwimmingdown theftream of time together^ 
like the varibus materials which cover the furface 
of a flood. If at one timc^ they croud thicker, 
and roll fafter, than at another, yet they are all 
conftantly hurried downward, and will foon be 
thrown into the boundlefs ocean. 

We fee, then, the true end and ufe of life. It 
is to prepare for death, and the eternity which 
will follow. How unaccountable is the folly of 
mortals ! They know that death is before them ; 
and how feldom they think of it ? They fee oth- 
ers fwept away with the flood, and hardly confid* 
er themfelves as within the ftream. What multi^p 
tudes perifh " without any regarding it ?*' 

The uncertainty of the time of death, our Lord 
urges as an argument for watchfulnef^. Foolifli 
man makes it an argument for careleffnefi. If the 
certainty of death be a reafon fpr preparation, the 
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uncertunty of the time is a reafon for immediate 
preparation. The event is too important to be neg- 
lected finally.- It may be too near to be negle&ed 
at alL The leaft delay is prefumption, for lione 
knows, but it may be fatal. 

Floods teach us tomake firm ihofi^ works^ which 
may be expofed to their violence. And they re- 
mind us of the wifdom of laying well the founda- 
tion of our religion, that it -may fiandfafe agsunft 
the moft trying ftorms. 

Ib leredting works on ftreams we calculate for 
floods, not merely for calm waters. In the works 
of religion we are to take fimilar precautions. We 
muft exped in our Chriftian courfe fome rou^h 
and tempeftuous weather ; not continuarferemty 
and funfhine. We muft look to confequences ; 
count thecoft ; lay out for crofies and trials, and 
form our refolutions accordingly. A hafty, fuper- 
ficial religion, like other llender and cardefs works, 
will yield to winds and floods. 

If the neceflary works, which we conftruct on 
ftreams, are injured, or borne away by floods, we 
do not abandon them as untenable, or unworthy 
the hazard. We endeavor to profit by experience. 
We enquire, where was the defed, and in a new 
conftrudion reAify the error, and guard againft 
the danger, which before was unthought of. And 
if we meet with difficulties in our religious work, 
we muft not renounce it as impradicable, but 
proceed with more watchful prudence, and more 
firm refolution. We muft grow wifer by con- 
vidion of paft follies, and ftronger by experience 
of former weaknefs. 

Our religion muft be built on the foundation of 
God's word ; it muft be united to the foundation 
by love of the truth ; it muft be ftrengthened and 
fupported by faith in God's promife and grace ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



jot MmtoI RefleitiHts ia FlaUs. 

it nivfi: bt kc^t in gocd repair by the fteady prae* 
ike q£ the wkws diftdcs^ of which it onafiftaa 
TiRi» it will abide iAtliedsly of txiaL Thtetfifbtf 
taftrodidn (pven by ai«if Satiouf. ^^ Not etetj 
4}ne that faith unto mt^ Lot d, Linrd, fliall eateir 
ktM the liagddm of IkieaTcn ; b«A he that dotfai 
the mA of ttiy Fxthctr^ who is in hea.vea4 Vfho* 
toc9u heareCb thcfe iayings of mia^; and docdi 
then^ httti "ttnll I Kkoa lint^ a wife inao^ who boilfe 
his houfe on a rock ; and the raitt defoended^ suid 
cbt floodi came, andr the winds Uew^ and beat 
nprns that} houfi^ ^nd it fell not, ibr it wa» fbood^ 
ed upon a. rodu And e^ely ofte that heateth my 
&yuras, and doetbthemi' nOt^ fiiaU be fikeaed un- 
to a toolifli nan, who built hk houie upon the 
£uid ; and the rain de&ended, and the fldoda 
came, and the wind» bkw, and belt upon tbMat 
boufe, :^d it fell, and great was the £u of tt/^ 
Take heed theirefere how ybu build ; for ever^ 
man's work will be tried^ 6[ what fort it is. ' Not 
onlyl&qr wdlthefonndattOnv but rear the ftrtd- 
mt ilnth firm maDerbb, well compa&ed together, 
tkat they may. refift the flood, and weatMr the 
lk>rm. if your buildmg perifii, you wiK fuffer 
lob ^ i£it abide you will reoeiTe a rich reward. 
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The 1m fifty tf alkdpng GoiTs Prmife^ as a retfm 
for the mgk^ rf Duty. 



MATTHIW if. «. fi, 7, 

Then tile d^iril takcfh hhn Qp into the holy city, tod huth him on a piona^o 
of the temple, and &ith onto him, If thou be the fon of God, caft thyfdf 
down I for it U written, He fhall give his angels churge concerafag thee, and 
in iWir handf tliay fiiall War thee up, )«ft %t any tinM tk»u dalk thy fb^C 
^8ii|ift 9 ft<9ne. Jt^t faid vnto ^im« H i« writtn/ IDon f^t not Maipe 
(Ke }.of d thy Cod. 



HE devil frcra the beginning (tf the vrorid, 
hfts been an enemy to mankind* On our firft pa- 
rents he brought death by feducing them from 
their obedience to God. The defign of our r&* 
demption he endeavored to defeat by terofiting 
the Redeemer to deftroy faimfelf. In both cafes 
he ufed the fame artifice, a perverfion of the word 
of God. In the former cafe he perverted the dW 
vine tbreateninr; in the^ latter, the divine frmifc. 
He told ourfim narents, that though they Ihould 
eat of the forbidden fruit, they vtrould not furel^ 
die : he tdd our Redeemer, that though he fbpuld 
eail faimfelf down from a pinnacle of the temple, 
he would furdy live. The tree of knowledge God 
bad guarded by a threatening of death. Satao 
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alledged^ that this threatening did not really in- 
tend what it feemed to import. God had pro- 

^ inifed the Redeemer, that, during the time of his 
sniniftry, he (houldbeunder theprotedionof an* 
gels, who would keep him in all hb ways. Satan 
interpreted this promife, as containing more than 

^ was really intended ; and in proof of his inter- 
pretation, he urged, that if Jpfus fhould caft him-. 
lelf down from the temple, no hurt would enfue. 

The promife, which he adduced, is in the 91ft 
Pialm. '' There ihall no evil befall thee— for he 
Ihall give his angels charge over thee to keep thee 
in all thy ways ; they ihall bear thee up in their 
hands, left thou dam thy foot againft a ftone.'' 
That this promife had a rdfped, as to good men in 
general, fo to the Son of God in particular, is ev* 
ident from the words, which follow ; ^* Thou 
ihalt tread upon the lion and the adder ; the young 
lion and the dragon Ihalt thou trample under 
feet.*' The devil, in his temptation of Eve, pre* 
fented himfelf in the form of a ferpmt. Hence^ 
both in the Old Teftament and the New, he is 
called by the name of a JerpenU an adder ^ and a 
dragon. The conqueft of the feed of the woman 
over fatan the tempter, is exprefied by his bruiC- 
ing Xhitjerpent^s head. In this paffage quoted from 
the 9 lit Pialm, there is an evident allufion to the 
fentence on the ferpent. Hence it b catural to 
condude, that the whole promife had a peculiar 
refpeft to him, who was to tread fatan under his 
feet ; and enfured to him the fpedal protedion of - 
divide providence, until this work ihould be ac- 
compliihed. The devil juiUy applies this promife 
to Chr^ ; but he wickedly leaves out a part ctf it, 
and perverts the meaning of the whole. He in-» 
finuates, that as Jefus was under a promife of di** 
vine protedion, he had no occaiion to take care oi 
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himfelf ; and whatever tie might do, the promife 
would fecare him. ^ If thou be the Son of God ;" 
If thou be the promifed feed of the woman, who 
inms to be born without the intervention of man, 
and therefore eminendy to be called the Son of God; 
if thou be that perfon, as, by a voice from hea* 
ven thou waft juft now declared to be, then, to 
make it manifeft to the multitude aflemt^ below, 
** cafl thyfeif down from this pinnacle ; for it is 
written. He (hall eive bis angds charge concern* 
ing thee, and in their hands fhall they bear thee 
up, left thou dafli thy foot againft a ftone.'' 

The devil here leaves out a material daufe. The 
promife was, that the Meffiah Ihould be kept, in ail 
his vays. The devO, omitting thefe laft words, 
infinuates, that Jefus, if he was the Son of God^ 
would be kept, even though he went oui of bis 
way^ and caft htmielf down from the pinnacle. 
Thus the emiflaries of iatan often mutilate the 
icripture, when they pretend to quote it. To 
wove that religion confifts, not at all in piety to 
God, but wholly in the fodal virtues, jumce and 
mercy, the authority of the prophet has been ad- 
duced ; ^^ What doth the Lord thy God require 
of thee, but to do jufth amd to love mercy ?"— The 
words immediately following, ^ and to walk humbly 
with thy God^* are omitted, becaufe thefe injoin 
piety, . This is quodng icripture, as the devil quo* 
ted the paflage in the Ffidms. 

And as £ttan mutilates, fo he perverts the paf« 
fitge. He argues from it, on this iaUe principle, 
tlut where God has promiied an event ; there is 
no occafion for human means>— <hat the event 
promiied wiU take place, let men do what they 
can, or omit what they wSL Chrift anfwers, ^ It 
is written. Thou fhak not tempt die Lord thy 
God/' His words import, That to plead God's 
Vol. V- P P 
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promife as a reafon fiur tbe oc^ed ^ pl^n 4^y 
% not to truft, but to abufe his pioiiiUi>^9Pt to iW 
cure, but fortck his care* 

The idevil, in his attempt oA thi: S^kmr, hlA^ 
fA of fucceis : but among the wicked and uubfl^ 
Sieving part of mankind he finds this af tifice tO^ 
have great efied. in Chrift there was nothiiigy 
but in nMB there is mudb, to &TOur his temptai- 
tionsr 

Our Lord adwavs aded, and he taught hb dkt 
opLes to act on this principle^ ^^ That the provi* 
dence of God over mea if e»rdfed in conciuri- 
fence with human means» and that » where the 
proper means are negleifted, the ca^e of pro"^ 
dence is for£rited/' Jefus bad a promife of Crod^a 
prote£HoB ; but ^^ he did not commit htm&If to 
men^ for fae knew what was in uku/' And, until 
the time of his death wascome* he took the (ami 
nrecautions to flimn dan^rs, and to preferiw hSa 
life, as if BO fucfa promife had ever be^ m^ide* 
He affiired his difctples, that during their mini& 
try, the hand of providence would be employed 
in their defence ; but yet he infiru^led thtm to 
confult their own fafety by all jxudent and honcft 
means. <^If they perfecut^ you in this c|ty, flee 
to another/' ^ I fend you forth as iheq^ among 
wolves ; be ye therefore wtfir as ferpents, and 
harmleis as doves^'' tie |ax)miffid them, that ^ if 
they fliouTd take up ferpents, or dtink any deadly 
thing, they (hould not he hurt*'^ This promife 
was a great fecurity, while they adhened to their 
duty ; but no longer. If their enemies ihould 
attempt to defiroy them by ferpents^ or by poifon, 
God's providence would preferve them. But if 
they themfdves, in pride, vanity and ofienution, 
&oukl handle ferpents, or drink deadly poiibUj^ 
the promife would be po defence. 
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Tiiere it^ in the divine government^ a conae&i 
iM between means znd ends— between conditions 
and promifes. If we attempt to break this coa^ 
aexion^ we rebel againll that order, which is a fa* 
preme bw of heaven^ and yield ourfelves to the 
dominion of the devlL He would perfuade mea 
to dilregard this connesidn^ and to rely 00 prom* 
ifes without performine conditions. 

After Noah's egrefs from the ark^ God promii^ 
cd him^ that ^^ while the earth remained^ feed 
time and haryeft ihould not ceafe/' What ifeve^ 

2 man, relying on the promife of a harveft^ 
ould i^egleS feed time ? Would there be a Ikut* 
veil ? Or, yt there were none, would Grod yiolate 
his promi& ? By no means# The promife evk 
dendy intends this, and no more than this ; tlial; 
genendly the eourfe of the feafons fhould be reg-i 
ular and favorable, and where feed time was im*. 
proved, a harveft would follow. But flill, <* if 
the duggard will not plow by reaibn of the cold^ 
he (haUbeg in harVell and have nothing." Ood 
fulfils his proitufe in givinjgr the times of fbwinff 
and gathering, and in caumig his fun to fhine an4- 
hb ratas to fall upon our fields. His blefling doea^ 
not faiL But if we negkd the neceflary means 
of obtaining a harveft, we caft away the bleffi|ig|, 
and can claini no benefit from the promife« 

There is^ perhaps, no promife in the bible ex- 
pteS^ more abfohitely, thai^ this of a harveii | 
and yet cfvery man knows, how to underftand it. 
I prdume, no man, on the foot of this promifej 
ever refufed to fow his feed, or, when he had 
ibwn it, left it to be devoured by beaib ; for eve- 
ry man knows, that though harveft in general do 
not ceafe, yet be flull have none^ unlefs be take 
the nece&ry fteps to obtain one. 'the fluggardi; 
who will not, taw^ Mver thinks of charging the . 
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birrennels of his fidd to the unfaithfulBds of 
God. For in matters, which relate to the necef^ 
iary bufinefs of life, men ufually reafoii and judge 
rights It is in things, which refped: religion, that 
they moft frequently abufe and pervert tne prom« 
ifes of God, and admit the dodrine of the devil, 
that where God has declared his intention of an 
end, we need not do any thing to obtain the end, 
or avoid any thing through fear of defeating it. 

We willconfider fome cafiss, in which men rea- 
fon with them&lves, and with one another, jnft 
as iatan reafoned with our Saviour. 

L Some &y, ^* The fcripture declares, that God 
would have all men to be iaved, and none to per« 
xfli, and that be gave his Son to be a ranfom for 
all." ^ Now," Sty they, •< if it be God's will 
that all fbould be faved, and the Son of God have 
ranfomed a//, then all will be faved } for who can 
refift God's will, or defeat his purpofe ? His poww 
cr is equal to his benevolence \ both are infinite, 
and the end is certain. It is then of no import'i^ 
ance, what men believe, or what they do. The 
vicious and impenitent are as fafe, as the penitent 
and virtuous, and infidels are as lafe as believera." 

But all this reifoning is founded in a perverfion 
of fcripture, and of nature* 

I. It is founded in a perverfion of fcripture. 

This, indeed, fays, ^^ Grod would not that any 
fliould perilh." But it adds, « He would that all 
ihould come to repentance." It fays, ** He would 
have all men be faved." And it fubioins, " Be 
would have them come to the knowledge of the 
truth." The paflages therefore teach us, that un- 
\tb finners and unbeUevers do repent and embrace 
the truth, they cannot be faved, but muft perifh. 
The gofpel, mdeed, averts, that << Chrift gave 
hlmfctt a ranfom for alL" B«t how for au?— * 
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Not that all might be iaved in their fiu ; bat 
«« that the merqr of Cpod might be uoto all them, 
who believe/' ^^ The graoe of God, which brings 
ialvation, has appeared to all, teaching them to 
deny ungodHnds and worldly lufts, and to live 
foborly, righteoufly and godly, and thus to lo<^ 
for the hqie of ialvation through Chrift, wha 
^ve himfdf for us, that he mi^t redeem us from 
miquity, and purify us unto himfelf/' 

a. The reafoning under confideration is as con- 
trary to nature, as it is to icripture* Fw habitu* 
al wickednefr is, in itielf, inconfiftent with ration- 
al happinels. If the impenitent finner is to be 
happy m hb impenitence, the whole fyftem of na« 
ture mufi be inverted. The gofpel fcheme was in«> 
trodbced, not to prefcribe to men arbitrary terms, 
of happinefs, but to propofe to them fuch terms 
as ace eflential to their happinefs. They are not 
in danger from the gofpel, but from their difbbe» 
dience to the gofpd. It is not this, which has 
^ made fin the caufe of mifery. It is the nature of 
fin to produce mifery. Grace has interpo&d for 
our deliverance. If we will not accept t£ds deliv- 
erance, we muft take the confi^iuence of our per- 
verfenefi. "" 

II. The fame abuie is often made of the doi^rine- 
of Ek£lm. 

That there is a divine election of perfons to e- 
ternal life, the fcripture tells us ; and ferious peo- 
{de, though th^y may differ in their manner of 
ftatin^ it, yet generally admit it in fubftance. To 
ezplam this do&rine is not our prefent intention^ 
but to correft the abufe of it. 

There are feme licentious people, who, other 
fooliChly miilaking, or wickedly perverting the 
do&rine, plead it in excufe for the negled of plain 
doty, and for the indulgence of pa^ble ioiquUf* 
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Tber hf, *^ U tberebe a ccrtun tiumbdr cIh^ 
tta to mv^tioUi suad all th^ reft be reprobated to 
4eftra£tion, wby deed we conc^ti ourfelv^ about 
the matter ? We Caiutot alter the deoree of Ood# 
iC we be eleiSed tb folvation, oar impenitenGO 
^ill n0t depritre &s of it ; and if wc be reprobate 
€d to miSBtyy our r^ntancel^Ul not lave us from 
it. We may refign ourfelveft ta oar falte, fdr tiie 
purpofeof G<idwiBfiaild/' 

But where do yiixx find in fcripture fuch a. kind 
of tledicND as tfab ? We are toM, that God kad( 
dioidfi vA t& ftlvailoii thrcMigfa hxkedEtC^tion ci the 
Spirit^ and belief of the troth; but not that any 
are appointed to &hration; withtiot faith and holi- 
sdb. We ai'e direded t<> make onr de£Uon fure 
by addk^ to our fakh alt tfa^ virtues of the Chrtf- 
tias ebara&er f and we are told, that if we do 
thus, we (hall never £aU t but we are no where 
taught,that elcdtion b madefure to meii, whether 
they have in tbdnf thefe "drtuea or not. What- 
ever may be our differelit concq>tions of God's 
^kCrix^i fo'much isplainy that the fcripture teach^ 
€8 no deci^ees, bat fuch as afce^tain the end in a 
eourfeof means, and enfure benefits on certau 
qualifications add conditions. Our bufinels ia 
with the means and oonditiohs* By the oUer* 
vance of thefe we are to fecure the bleffing»Minot 
to opeBb the Uefiings in the negled of thefi^ 
To argue £rodi db£lioA, that therd is no nded of 
cur attending to our oWn ialvatioi^, is to adopc 
the reafoning of fatan, who would have Chnfi^ 
plunge Mmtelf headlong from a pinnacle ^ the 
tem^e, relying on God's promde, that angda 
ihould bear him up in their hands, and his root 
flicMild niX be dafiied againft a ftcme« 

The gofpel makes the ofier, defcribes the na^ 
ttf(iv md iUtes the terms of iahraik)A. The 
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fervfi^ tfe rfpcQt^nce of fin^ and £uth in tbc ^9^ 
cLs^men Qn our complbnec with thefe termi^ 
lalvation is fecured to U9 by promife* Whilf w^ 
rcjisct then^ W0 are t;ui()er ccundf fnnation. Thus 
]Sftr oi»r 4vt7 i^ p)w^> ^nd the way pi i^vation 19 
^Isy'wwh )t js alio certaiii, that there ui no hid- 
den puf|K>^5 which y^ &t aiide God^s ezpreft 
HTPrd. Hf is gf oi^e mind ; i^qne c^n turn hifn« 
f* ^Pflret things hek^g taGpcl j things whip^ ^nr 
rf5v^4 belong to \^j th»t we may do tb« wprdf 

, Though mwf from the decree of pod argw 
the>nfelv^ ipto Ucentioufne^s ib their mpral cop^ 
4u6br y^t noqe of thefn will allpw the Cvotut argu^* 
ZQi^t to ipQurace their worldly <;on4u^* Nqi 
aiw wil} ihroMT himfelf down a precipice, dqne^dU 
ipg fpr fccurity pn » decree, which ba^ 6«e4 thf 
hovind? of Ufe. Nq ms^q will iay, th^t if bis tenn 
of Jifip he Tiot run PVt» ^ f^ cannot hurt hinu 
Mo man, in ^ dsingerous fic^Lp^, will pegled: tho: 
P9JU1S pf his ri9^overy, prefuming, that the de- 
«7ee of God wiU iave him without means. Nc^ 
mas lets fo^ tinqe ps^s vniminroved on prefunyn 
tipfi that the decree of Gpd will briq^ hi|n a hv«-r 
Y(fft, without feeding or qiltiva^ing his groupd* 
Ifere mc^ rnen argye ntionaUy^ and ^(Et prudent* 
ly. They Relieve, thjit there is a regular prqvidf nee. 
Oil whidi they are dependent for every thing, an4 
that? in order tp receive the hleffing of providence^ 
they muft occupy the powers, and apply ^he means, 
which they po&fs» Hpre the gpvernynent pf pro* 
i^dence is gn s^gument for induftry* Whenpe t« 
it, that fo many argue differently in matters of r^ 
l^ion ?-rThe r»fon is obvious. The duties of 
religion are di&greciWe X9 th?in> and they wiftt 
to be excufed from them. The interefts of the 
worhl ve pleaiing to th9ip» 99d thefe tt^fy pipfiie 
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^th ardbut j and hence the fame doftirihc, which 
is an argument for negligence in the former cafe, 
is an argument for dihgence in this. 

in. In much the fame manner fome abiife the 
doArine of God's g^ce in the converjion of finners. 

The fcripturc often tells us, that we are faved by 
grace— 'that our renovation is a work of God--- 
that fadth i^ his gift. Hence ferious and hunibk 
fouls take encouragement to work out their falva- 
|ion ; for if the grace of God works in them, 
there is hope, that they may work with fucce& 
But the ne^igent and carelefs ar^ue differently. 
They reafon with themfelves, as the devil rtafon- 
ed with our Saviour. They lay, " If converfion 
be the work of God, then it is not our work, 
and we need not concern ourfdves about it. God 
Aeeds not pur help to accompliih the purpofe of 
his grace. If he is pleafed to effeA a laving change 
in us, we (hall be faved ; if not, we muft fuSer 
the coniibquence, and we cannot prevent it.** 
' Now this £ime argument you may juft as wdl 
4fe In your fecular bulinefi. You at once fee the 
ifafurdity of it in this cafe : it is equally abfurd in 
the other. It is not pretended, that you can re- 
new your own fouls, and prepare them for hea- 
ven, indepefndently of G<>d. But repentance 
and faith muft be your own ads and exercifes. 
And you are to confider, that God, of his free 
and fovereign grace, has put into your hands the 
means of rath and repentance, and affords the 
influence of his good Spirit to accompany them. 
While, therefore, you are in the ufe of thefe 
oneans, you are in the way, in which God or(£- 
narily grants his bleffing. Attend on the means 
and truft God's grace, as you attend on your &• 
Cttlar bulinefs and truft his providence, for fucce6. 
^ But is it not dUhonoring the grace of God to 
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think, that we muft do any thing for outr falva- 
tion ?'' Let me aik. Is it not dilhonouring the pro- 
vidence of God to think, that you muu do any 
thing for your daily bread ? It is not difiionouring 
God to fedk his blefling in the way^ which he has 
prefcribed. If you prefume on his grace in any 
other way, you do not magnify, but mock it--« 
you do not truft, but tempt the Lord^ 

IV. The dodrine of the final perfeverance of the 
faints has often been perverted, in the iame man- 
ner, as other dodrines of grace. 

The gofpel teaches us that true believers '* are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto fal<» 
Vation.** — ^That " they who are born of God, do 
not commit fin,'' or yield themfelves to it to obey 
it, for in the language of fcripture, ^^ He that 
Gommitteth fin, is a fef vant of fin/' They who 
are born of God, ^^ do not thus commit fin ; for 
their feed remaineth in them, and they cannot 
fin, becaufe they are born of God." 

Some will fay, ** This certain perfeverance of 
laintswe fully believe, and we trufl: we have been 
born of God. Our falvation therefore is fure, for 
God's promife wiU never fail. We may live as we 
lift ; we may return to our fins, and be £ife \ for 
they will never feparate us from the love of God, 
which is in Chrift Jefus.'^ 

But do you call this perfeverance ?— **It is apof** 
tacy ; and fuch a kind of apoftacy as too clearly 
proves, that you never were born of God \ for it 
is the chara^er of him, who is born of God, that 
he does not commit fin, or become a fervant of fin. 
What I Becaufe God has promifed his grace to 
preferve true believers unto falvation, will you 
conclude, that you fhall obtain falvation, evea 
though you pervert this grace to encourage your- 
felves in iniquity 1 Such perverfion of grace i$ an 
Vol. V. Q <i 
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evidence, that yoa are not true beUeversw Toti 
are never to depend on any paft experiences, as 
evidential of a new heart, unlefs thefe experiences 
4re permanent in their operations and e£Feds. The 
promiie of eternal Uie is made to thofe, who feek 
It by a patient conttnnance in welt doing. If yoa 
refiife to feek it in this manner, you have no title 
to the promife. ' ^^ If any man draw back^ God 
has no pleafure in him. 

. The believer's fecurity is not in a promife^ 
that he ihall obtain falvation even though he 
fliould return to a courfe of fin ; for there is no 
fuch promife : but it lies in a promife of all ne^- 
ceflary grace to prevent a total and final relapfe. 
This grace he obtains by waiting on God in his 
aj^inted way. This is the language of godly 
fouk, ^^ Shall we (m, becaufe we are under a prom- 
Seof grace? God forbid. How Ihall we, who 
are dead to fin^ live any longer therein ?" 

V. When any meafures are propofed for the 
^readand promotion of the gofpel, they who^ 
from unbelief or avarice, are unfriendly to fuch 
meafures, often (ay, ^^ God has promifed, that 
he will give his Son the heathens for his inheri- 
tance, and the utmoft parts of the earth for hi& 
poflefiion : and will he not make good his prom- 
ife ? What occafion is there for us to be sU: any 
expence or trbuble in the matter ? 

This is arguing exadly as fatan argued* ^^ Caft 
fhyfelf down from the temple, for God has pro- 
mifed, that he will give his angels charge of thee.'^ 
it is, indeed, plainly foretold, and exprefsly prom- 
ifed, that the gdpel ihall fpread and prevail in the 
world ; and we believe the event will be realized. 
But then it is alfo foretold, how this event will be 
brought about : it (hall be by the zeal and labour 
«f Chrifti^s to fend the gofpel. abroad in the 
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woricL And whenever we fee Chriftians remark. 
aUy engaged to extend the knowledge and influ- 
ence of the gofpel, then weT may hope the good 
work is begun. God will bring to psdfs this work, 
as he does other gr^ works, for the bmefit of 
mankind, not by an immediate and miraculout 
power, but by employing, fuj^rting and fu&> 
Ceeding human labourers, as his fubordinate a« 
gents. 

The fpread of the gdfpd after Chrift's refurreo 
tion^ was agreeable to previous prediAions and 
promifes ; but it was e&fted by the labour and 
preaching of minifbers, and by the zeal and liber* 
ality of Chriftians to fupport them. And God 
wroilght with his minifiers to confirm and fuoceed 
their preaching. The future fpread of the gofpel^ 
which is fo often foretold in fcripture, will, like 
the pafi, be efieded by God^s blefling on human 
means. 

God has promiied, that the gatesi of hell (hall 
not prevail againft his church. '* Why then,*' feme 
aflc, ^' need ChrifBans and minifiers be fo much 
concerned about the church I Why fo much talk 
and preachiHg in favour of the church, and agsunft 
infidelity ? If the promife can be depended upon, 
infidels will never fubvert the church/' 

They never will ; becaufe there will always be 
a competent number of witnefies to oppofe and 
confront them, and to bear teftimony aeainft 
t^bem, and in defence of the truth. And, tnank 
God, there is fuch a number in this day. But if 
the time were ever to come, when there would 
be none to plead for the truth, but all would £-> 
lently yield to the influence and comply with the 
trill of Its enemies, the church would ceafe of 
courfe. We tnift that there never will be fuch a 
lime. This may be the cafe in particular places. 
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And wherever it is the cafe, the church in that 
place, will ceafe, as it has done already, in many 
other places, where it once exifted. fiiit it will» 
at no time, be the cafe univerfally. There will al- 
ways be a church fomewhere. If it ihould feem 
to be deprefied, yet it will exift, and will again 
arife from its depreffion. And the time is com- 
ing, when all nations will fee and admire it. In 
the mean time, we Ihould all be folicitous to main- 
tain it among ourfelves. We ihould all enter into 
it, labor to promote its purity, and, according to 
our ability, contribute to the enlargement of its 
borders, and the advancement of its mtereft. And 
in a day, when a great and eflFe<9iial door is open- 
ed, when many wtht friends of Zion feem to be 
engaged in her caufe, and when there are many 
adverfariesy we ihould cheerfully afford our 2ud 
and concurrence in fo important a caufe. 

Our fubjed teaches us, that neither in this caie^ 
nor any other, ought we to make the promifes of 
God an excufe for the negled of our duty. The 
good which God promifes to men, he always 
brings about in a way of means, and in concur* 
rence with human agency. And if, when God 
iias promifed a benefit, we, for this, reafon, neg- 
lect the proper means for obtaining it, we pervert 
the promife, and forfeit the benefat. C]k)d's pro- 
mifes are intended, not to encourage our neglefV, 
but to excite otir performance, of the duties re- 
quired. We are to truft in him, and do good, 
and in welldoing to commit ourfelves to him, as 
to a faithful Creator. When we wait upon him 
in the way of duty, then we truft and honour 
him. When prefuming on his promife, we neg- 
Icft our duty, we tempt and mock him.' And it 
is written, ** Thou ihalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.*' 
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SERMON XXII. 



The Anointing of the Spirit a fare evidence of our 
Title to eternal life. 



Delivered to an Association of Ministers. 



I. JOHN ii. «7. 

But the anointing, which ye have received of him, tbideth in you, and ye 
need iiot that any man teach you ; but as the fame anointing teachrth you of 
all things, and is truth and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ya 
aha) I abide in him. 



X HE apofile here ftates the evidence by 
which believers afcertain their title to eternal life. 
This, he foys, is the anointing, which they have 
received. What this anointing is, we Ihall, in 
the firft place, explain ; and then apply the fub- 
jea. 

Anointing with oil , was a ceremony ufed, ac- 
cording to divine inftitution, among tne Jews, ip 
confecrating men to facred and important offices. 
And the defign of it was. not only to indigitatc 
the perfons who were vefted with tne offices, but 
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alfo to denote the qualifications nec^&ry to the 
execution of them. It in fome cafes fignified an 
eminent partidpation of the gifts and graces of 
the divine Spirit. The prophet liaiah, fpealdng 
in the perfon of the Saviour, fays, ^^ The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath anoint- 
edmeto preach glad tidings to the meek." God 
is £ad ^' to have anointed him /with the oil of 
i^4ne& abovt his fellows.*' Hence he is often 
called the MeJJiah and the Cbrijl^ both which 
words fignify the Anointed. 

As Jems Chrift, who received the Spirit with-^ 
out meafure, b faid to be anointed and fanSified to 
the high d&ce of Redeemer j fo true bdievers, who 
are ian^ftified by xh^ Spirit, and have the Spirit 
dwelling in them, are (aid ^^ to have an unffioM 
from the Holy One. St. Paul iays to the Corin- 
thians, *^ He who hath anointed us in God, who 
hath fealed us, and given the earneft of the Spirit 
in our hearts.'* To the Ephefians he fays, ^^ Af*^ 
ter ye heard the word of truth, and believed in 
Chnft, ye were fealed with the Holy Spirit of pro- 
mUe, which is the earneft of our inheritance.'* 

The fealing of the Spirit is a metaphor, which 
St* Paul ules, to denote the {an£tifying work of 
Che Spirit ' in the hearts of beUeva:^. As a £al 
imprmed on wax leaves there its own image, fo 
they, who are fanOified by the Smrit, are made 
partakers of the divine nature. They are renew- 
ed ai^er the image of God in righteoufneis and 
true holinefs. And he ufes the metaphor of anoint^ 
ing in the i^e ienfe. << He who hath anointed 
znd fealed m^ h God." As ointment and per* 
fume pleaie the ifenfe and rejoice the heart, fo the 
graces of the Spirit fhed abroad in the foul, arc 
pleafing and acceptable to God. They are as oinu 
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Aent poured forth* In them hefmell^a fweet 
£ivour« 

This un£ti6x)r of the Spirit i& a ferrmnent work* 
Our apofile fays, ** The anointing, which ye have 
received of God, abidetb in you." In the literal 
:9iointing, oil is poured on th< head* In the fpir- 
itual anointing grace is poured into the hearts 
The former evaporate ;. the latter abidesy 

There may, indeed, be a work of the Spirit,; 
WMch does not abide. ^^ The Spirit is fent to con-^ 
vince the world of fin/' The convidtions^ of 
which fioners are the fubjeds^ are ufually accom* 
panied with fome ferious refolutions and partial 
reformations. But thefe too often are temporacf 
and tranfient. We read of thofb, who in their 
afflidion leek God early, but whofe goodne^ vaD- 
iflxes as a morning cloud — ^who in their trouble 
return and enquire early after God, but are not 
ftedfaft in his covenant. We often fee fimilar 
cafes. But the anointing, of which St. Johiv 
fpeaks, is a durabk change. It is a holy temper 
formed and maintained in the foul by a divine inr 
fluence accompanying the word of truth. ^^ WhoH 
foeveris born of God, doth not commit fin,'' or 
yieki himfelf a fervant to it, ^^ for his feed re« 
maineth in him, and he cannot fin, becaufe he i» 
born of God." 

To know whether we are born of God, ve 
mnft enquire whether we have our fruit unto ho-^ 
lineis* To know whether we have received the 
i|)iritual anointing from God, we mufl examine 
whether the anointing abide in us. There may be 
in iinners an alteration, which, in many reCpeifiSt 
refembles real (X)nverfion, and yet eflentially dif- 
fers from it. The reality of faving repentance in 
more furely known by its permanent effeds,..thai» 
l)y any difi^iminatin^ circumftaaces^ whidi im* 
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mediatdy attend it. ^^ If ye continue in my word/^ 
fays our Lord, ** then are ye my dtfdples indeed.** 
•* Let no man deceive you ;" fays St. John ; " He 
that ddtb righteoufnefs, is righteous. He that com^ 
mitteth (in, is of the devil/' As the quality of 
a tree, fo the charaAer of a man, is known by the 
fruit. 

You will obferve farther \ the apoftle (ays, ** Yc 
have no need that any man teach you ; but as this 
fame anointing teacheth you of all thin^, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hatn taught 
ydu, ye Ihall abide in him ;'' in Chriji ; or ye ihall 
abide in it ; in the anointing ; or in the holy tern* 
per to which ye are renewed. 

To underftanci the apofUe here, we muft to back 
to the two preceding verfes. *• This is the pro- 
mife which he has promifed us, even eternal life j'* 
and this bleffing he has promifed us in Chrift. The 
refurredion of Chrift is a fenfible and decifive ev- 
idence of a life to come. The immediate ground, 
on which we hope for this blelfing, is the prom* 
ife of God. But the queftion, which arifes in 
the hearts of believers is, ^^ How ihall we know 
our own particular title to it ? That there is eter* 
nal life for fome, we doubt not ; but what is the 
evidence on which we may appropriate the prom* 
ife to ourfelves ?" The apoftle fignifies, that there 
is danger of deception here ; for there are fome 
who give falfe inftrudions on the fubjeft. •* Thefc 
things have I written unto you, on account of 
them, who feduce you," and who would gain 
you over to their fcft by ddufive flatteries. " But, 
lays he, •' if the anointing, which ye have receiv- 
ed, abide in you, ye have no need, that any man 
teach you, tor this will teach you of all things, 
which ye need to know relating to the matter in 
queftion } that is, whether ye have a title to the 
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promife of eternal life. " This is truth, and is no 
lie.^ This is a folid and fubfiantial kind of evi. 
dence. There is no deception in it. It is an evi- 
dence witbin yourfelves j and you may more lafe- 
ly depend on this, than on the opinions of men. 

As the fubjed under the apoftle's coniideratioti 
was the believer's title to eternal life, fo the teacb^ 
ingj of which he fpeaks, muft relate to this fub- 
jeo:. 

There are two things here obfervablc. Firft, 
that we are never to depend on the opinions of 
others concerning our claim to eternal life. And 
fecondly, that the anointing or fandification of 
the Spirit, is the beft, and the only folid evidenca 
of our claim j and iif we have this, we have no 
need, that any tnan fhould teadi us. 

Firfk. The apoIUe cautions us not to rely on the 
opinions of other men concerning our claim to 
eternal life. 

Perfons under ftrong ezercifes of religious fear, 
often refort to others, and efpecially to thofe, 
whom they think to be experienced Chriftiansf for 
their opinion and advice, relative to their own 
i^iritual flate. And they feel themfelves much 
relieved and comforted by the judgment of fuch 
Chriftians in their favour. Fear is a painful paf- 
fion, and peculiarly fo, when the objed of it is 
the mifery of the world to come. In this anxious 
ftate many are too eafily flattered ; and they too 
eaiily find fome who are dlfpofed to flatter them. 
Great injury is often done to fuch people by an of- 
ficious kind of pity in haflily pronouncing them 
converted. It would be much better to uate be- 
fore them the nature of religion, the fruits of con- 
verfion, and the evidences of holinefs, and to 
point out to them their duty, advifing them to 
feek the full aflurance of hope, in the way which 
Vol. V. R r 
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the apoftle prcfcribes, by following them, whcf 
through faith and patience inherit the promifesr^ 
Paul thought it a fmall thing to be judged of man's 
judgment. He advifes every man to prove his 
own work, that he may have rejoicing in himfelf, 
in his own experience, and not in the opinion of 
another. We may lay before anxious and enquir- 
ing perfons the rules, by which they are to try 
themfelves ; but we muft leave them to apply the 
rules. We ihould not affume to be judges of 
their ftate, but rather affift them to judge their 
own. We are to entertain a charitable hope of 
them, as for as there is evidence to juftify it. 
But that they may confirm their own hope we 
muft refer them to perfonal examination, and ad- 
vife them to religious improvement. However 
fudden converfion itfelf may be, the evidence of 
it to the fubjeft muft be his own experience ; the 
evidence of it to others muft be its vifible fruits. 

The apoftle here fays, that he gave the infiruc^ 
tion in the text, as a caution againft certain fedu-* 
cersy who, in that day had crept into the church. 
As thefe feducers endeavoured to make divifions, 
and form fe<^s among Chtiftians, fo one artifice, 
which they tifed to gain profely tes, was haftily 
pronouncing men in a ftate of fafety. And thi» 
has been an artifice of impoftors in all ages. 

Every religious feft has its own diftinguifhing 
peculiarities, either in dodrines, or forms. And 
an adoption of thefe peculiarities, is too often 
made a criterion of faving grace. The feducer, 
zealous to make profely tes to his fe6l, condemns 
all feds but his own, as alienated from God, and 
expofed to deftruAion. Thus he difturbs the 
peace and fliocks' the hope of many ferious and 
tender minds. If he hears of an uncommon at- 
tention to religion in any place, he will thinli; 
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there is a fidd prepared to receive the feeds of di- 
vifion, and will not fail there to beftow his labors. 
Pcrfons agitated with fears and perplexed with 
doubts, are anxiously looking for direction and 
comfort. Among luch the impoftor promifes 
himfelf greateft fuccels. Having gained them o- 
ver to his fed, he pronounces them children of 
God and heirs of heaven. He tells them, that all 
natural men are enemies to that religion, which 
he teaches, and confequently, that all who embrace 
the doctrines, and conform to the pradlices, which 
he inculcates, muft be favingly renewed. Thus 
anxious minds fee a (hort and eafy way to obtain 
the peace and hope which thev are feeking. It is 
only to change their fed, and join a new party. 
Such an expeditious method to gain comfort is 
tempting to many. They embrace the new forms 
and docorines propofed to them, not on rational 
convidion, but for the fake of prefent relief. The 
fare way to peace, prefcribed in the gofpel, is too 
flow and tedious for their impatient feelings* 
Hence they eagerly hear, and implicitly adopt 
the inflxudions, which caufe to err from the words 
of knowledge. 

Now St. John (hows us. 

Secondly, a more excellent way. He fiiys, 
** We have no need, that any man fhould teach 
us," whether we are entitled to heaven. This 
is a queftion, which, after all advice, we muft de- 
cide for ourfdves. If we have the anointing of 
the Spirit, this teaches us all that we need to know 
in relation to the matter of our enquiry. 

*^ We are chofen to falvation through fandtifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth." This 
fanftification confifts in a temper conformed to 
the character of God and the pattern of Chrift ; 
or in an habitual oppofition to fin, and love of 
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HQiverikl holinefe* It comprehends all thofe gn^ 
ces and virtues^ which are called the fiwts of the 
Spirit, and which are oppoiite to the works of the 
flelh. The{e are enumerated by St. Paul ut. Us 
epiiUe to the Galatians. ^' The tnut of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long fuffering, gentlenefs^ 
goodnefs, fsdth, meebaefs and tesiperance. Againft 
tne£e there is no law/' ^^ There \% no condemn^ 
lion to them, who walk not after the fleflx,^ hut 
after the Spirit/* " Whatfoever things aye ti:ue, 
honeft, juft, puxe* lovely and o£ |jood report, 
think on thefe thiogs^'* St., Peter, lixflruffing uf 
how we may obtain the promifes, fays, ^ i^t, 
having efcaped the pollutions which are in thq 
world, we muft become partakers of a diviue na- 
ture ; aiui beiides. this^ giving att diligence, we 
muft to our faith add fortitude, knowled^ tem^ 
perance, patience^ godlineik,. brotherly ldiidue& 
and charity/' S.L Jamea gives a iimilar deicripw 



tion of the gpf|pel temper^ " The wifdom, whkx 
is, from above, isfirft pure, then peaceable,, gentle^ 
eafy to be entreated, mil of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiaUty, and without nypocrify/' AH 
thefe graces are included in that anointin^^ which, 
the fcripture tells us, i& the evidence of our title 
to eternal life. This is an evidence, becaufe to 
this, the promifc is exprefely made. " The ^ure 
in heart fhall fee God.*' " To be fplritually Qiiad* 
ed is life and peace.'' 

This anointing is the earnf/i of the Spixit. It 
is a qualification for, and anticipation of theheay- 
enly inheritance. As the happinefs of heaven 
confift&in feeing and enjoying God^ fo our prepa- 
ration for heaven muu conuft in that holinefi 
which affimilate&us to God. And all,, in whom 
the SpirTt of God has wrought thishoUj»efs, have 
a pledge and earneft of their admlifioato heaven. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Serm« XXIT. the Spirit. 3*5 

Their heaven is in fome meafure begun. Thef 
have fome feniible foretailes of it while they are 
on earth. The pleafures, which refult from the 
ten\per of reGgion in the heart, are of the fame 
tdnd with thofe^ which are to be enjoyed in the 
vrorW above. T&ey aire, indeed, much inferior in 
de^ee ; but their nature is the fame. And the 
g^ace of God io fandifying us to a meetnefi for 
Heaven^ is an evidence that he will bring us to it. 
Hts preparing us for the inheritance is our beft 
proof of hi$ giracious intention to put us in poflef^ 
ijLon of it. He who thus begins the good work, 
win perform it to the day of Chrift. 

The apoftle obierves, that this kind of evidence 
will" not deceive us. " It is truth, and is no lie.*' 

All other kinds of evidence are uncertain, and 
maybe deluilve. 

We cannot fafely rely on the Judgment of oth-» 
ers in our favor ; for they cannot know our 
hearts. Their judgment, if founded in our ex»» 
temal condud, mult be uncertain ; for it is but a 
fman part, and perhaps only the bed part of our 
condu6);, which falls under their obfervation ; and 
that which they fee, may proceed from motives, 
wholly undifcerned and unfufpecled*' If we give, 
them information concerning the fiate of our 
mind3» this information is too imperfect to be the 
ground of an infallible judgment. We may by 
examination gain that knowledge of ourfelves, 
which we cannot communicate to another. If 
others think and fpeak favorably of us, yet we 
know not but they are blinded by frlendflup, or 
biafled by perfonal attachment ; nor caa we iay^ 
but they aim to flatter and deceive us for their own 
unworthy ends. 

If we judge of ourfelves by a comparifon with 
fome reputed Chriftians, here again we are liable 
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to be deluded > for perhaps they are not in reali- 

Sfuch good Chriitians^ as we imagine ; and if 
ey are, yet it is not eafy to make a juft compar- 
ifon between ourfelves and them. We fee in them 
many imperfe&ions, and hear them complain of 
many more, equal, we think, to any of which we 
are confdous. But we know not what peculiar 
temptations may attend thefe Chriftians, what 
deep humiliation they may fed, what ftriA vigi« 
lance they may exercife, and what a pious temper 
and virtuous conduft they in general maintain* 
Their life b hidden with Chrift m God, and but 
a (mail part of it is vifible to us. 

Or if we judge of our ftate by the convi&ions 
and terrors, which we have felt at particular times, 
and by die comforts and joys, which have enfued ; 
thefe perhaps were but tnuiiient. There may be 
fenfible emotions of paffion, which much retem- 
Ue the worldn^ of the mind in true repentance, 
but fall eflentiaUy ihort of that important change. 
If our hope refts in any temporary experience, we 
may be deceived. 

But the anointing, which the true believer rt^ 
ceives, and which abides in him, the apoftle £iys, 
^^ is truth, and is no lie/' If the Chriihan temper 
be formed and remain in us, we may from thence 
draw an evidence, which will not deceive us. 
True religion in the heart is not light and flighty, 
but folid and fubftantial. Whether we poflds 
this religion, we muft judge by looking within 
us, by comparing oundves with the word of 
God, by attending to the general tenor of our 
conduft, by infpeding the motives which govern 
it, and by obferving our tempers in the various 
changes and circumfiances of life. If we find 
the Koipd temper, in all its relations, operating 
fteamly in us, and perceive a godly forrow fpon- 
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taneoufly lifitig from our confdous failures in du- 
ty, and a humblenefi of mind accompanyine out 
knovim imperfedions, then we have the beft evi- 
dence^ which, in the prefent ftate, we can have, 
that we have paffed from death to life. This Is 
an evidence, which depends not on the opinion of 
others, but on our own experience — ^not on the 
occafional flow of affection, but on a permanent 
habit of holinefs. 

The apoftle adds, ^ As this anointing hath taught 
you, ye Ihall abide in him,*' in Chrifl:, •* that 
when he ihall appear, ye may not be afhamed be- 
fore him at his coming/' 

The apofUe refers Chriftians to their paft expe« 
lience of the power of reli^on. *• This anoint- 
ing hath heretofore taueht you. Seek comfort 
in the way, in which ye have found it already. 
You have received the goipd, and, with it, the. 
fan£lifying influence of the Spirit. Thus you 
have gained additional evidence of the truth of 
the gofpel, and good hope of your title to eternal 
life. Why do you liften to thofe feducers, who 
would perfuade you to feek a confirmation of 
your faith and hope in another way ? Is there a. 
more excellent way ? If the gofpel has been blefll 
ed of God to your fanAification, then you know 
it is divine ; for its efficacy on your hearts is God's 
teftimony to its truth. If you have experienced 
God's fancHfying grace in your attendance on his 
inftitutions, then he has owned thefe inftitutions ; 
and will you forfake thefe for others, which fedu- 
cers would fubfHtute in their place ? Let this a- 
nointing abide, by which you have already been 
taught, and it will confirm what it has taught, and 
will teach you ftill more and more. Tou may 
complain of painful doubts concerning your fiate, 
and may long for higher comforts. But how did 
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you get the comforts which you have ? Was it not 
by attending to the gpfpel, and perceiving ite 
fandifying influence ? 'fiien feek the grace of God 
to (anOTify you more and more. Thus your com- 
fort will increafe. Thus you will have confidence 
before Chrift at his coming/^ 

This is the tenor, and force of the apoftle*s ar« 
gument. It is fimilar to that, which St. Paul ufcs 
with the Galatians to convince them of tlieir fol- 
ly in turning from the grace of God unto anoth* 
cr go^el. " This only would I learn of you ; 
Received ye the fpirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith ? Are ye fo foolifh ? Hav- 
ing begun in the Spirit, are ye made perfeft ia 
theflcfli?" 

This argument may be applied to all, who un- 

' der the pretence of greater comfort and better ed- 

ificatiojn, forfake the adminiftration^ of ordinances 

in the places wheie God has met them by his 

grace. 

There are many Chriitians, who really believe 
that in their rqralar attendance on the ordinances 
of divine wormip, they have received the anoint- 
ing of the Spirit j and hence they have gsaned a 
comfortable hope of their title to eternal lite. But 
a wicked feducer tells them, " There are great er- 
rors among the Chriftians with whom you aflem- 
ble ; and you will find more purity of dodrine, 
and more of the power of godlinefs among us.** 
Tempted by fuch mfinuations, they change their 
fodal connexion and their place of worftiip. Were 
I to fpeak with fuch Chriftians, on their change 
of relation, I fhould fay, " Confult your own ex- . 
perience« If you fincerely believe, that you have 
experienced the power of God's grace in the 
place, where you have fought it, why fhould you 
forfake this place to find the grace of God fome* 
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where etfe ? Vt\f ftucrald you coatemn the ven 
ftieans, which you thiipjc Ood has owned and blo^ 
fed to your fandification and coiifi:rfadon ? Toa. 
think, as £3me in Joha's time thought^ that yens: 
can obtain ffreater comfort and improvement dfi&> 
where } and you choofe to make the experiment | . 
but it is a rafli and dangerous experimotit. John's 
advice is this, *^ As the anointine hath tau^t 
you, abide in it. Thus when Chrw {hall appear^ * 
ye lliall have confidence^ and fhall not be aihamcd 
before him at his coming/' 

We fee the way to obtain an evidence of pur fi# 
tie to eternal life. It is to fe^ the (anAificatioa. 
of the Spirit. And this we are to feek by a rratu- 
lar attendance on the means of fimdificadon, which 
God has provided for us« Chrift's prayer for hisj 
difdples was, *^ Sanftify than bv thy truth : thy 
word is truth/' It is by at^enmng on the word- 
of truth, that we may hope^o receive the ianAifi« 
cation of the Spirit. Chriitians are iaid to be 
*^ begotten by the word of truths and bom of in« 
corruptible fiaed, even of the w<»rd of God, which, 
liveth and abideth forever." 

We perhaps hope, that we have recdved, what- 
^e apoftle calls the ancnnting of the Spirit ; but 
doubts reft oir our minds. And what (hall we do ? . 
The apofUe's advice is, ^^ Abide in thb anointing f 
in this holy life which is b^un, and £eek greater 
meafures tk grace. Take no other methods to 
diipel your fears, and eftabli0i your hopes." This 
method is the moft fure, and' wiM be fuffident* 
Other methods may be deceptive ; this is truth 
and is no lie. The more you increafe in the tem« 
per, and abound in the fruits of holinefi, the 
brighter will be your evidence of a tkle to eternal 
life, and the ftronger will be your reli^ous com- 
forts. Whatever hopes you may obtain without 
Vol. V- Ss ' 
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tlie inwaiid work of lani^Uficatlonj^ they will fiiff 
yM^ Evety kind of kope^ which is diSenent 
fxfXAy aildr uneonnefted with this, is vain and de-^ 
Iv^er But iti tbifi there is no deception, .{tii 
pcobafafe imleed that many deceive themfdves, m 
apfwarinff thie queftfon, whether they are the fub- 
jeas of tSi^iandification. But the evidence itfelf 
ttiiire* If there be an error, it ari&s not front 
the na«Bre of the evidence, but from the blindneik^ 
gC the inind isk applying it. Examine yourfekes^ 
then, whether ye be in the futh y prove your own 
£dves } for Chrift is in you except ye be repro- 
baDe& And if Chrift be in you, tne body is dead 
with regard to fin ; and the Spirit is life with re- 
gard to riighteoufne& ;^ for td be camsdiiy minded is 
death, but to befpiritually minded is life and peace^ 
We who are mmifters are taught, in what man- 
tier we (hould treat tbofb, who apply to us for ad- 
vice under fpiritual doubts and fi^rs^ We are not 
to prononnsce them in a converted ftate. This k 
afiuming more thaln the apoftles afiinncdr John 
intimates that feducers took this method to gain 
profelytes to their fed. The apoftles were more* 
cautious ; for they pretended to no certain knowl- 
edge of men'» hearts, and they ufed no inticing: 
stnd flattering words to brkig men under their in« 
fluence. The proper way of treating fuch inquir- 
ers is that whkh our apoftle has exemplified ^ we 
are to explain the nature of religion, ftate the ev«^ 
idences of convtt£ion,and direft men to examine 
their own faeasrts, and prove their own works. 
Thus we are to eftablxfli our own hopes ; thus our 
hearers muft eftablifii theirs. It is by. ws^ng ia 
the fear of God, that we walk in the comforts of 
«keholy6hoft. kisbyabouncfinginthefrmtaof 
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tighteouliiefs, that we are to abound in the hopes 
of glory. BE if by adding ta ourfahfa all the vhr- 
tues of £he Chrilbaii charaftd-/that we are to make 
our calling and de&ion fure. If we do this, we 
ihaU never £aU, but an entrance will be miniftred 
Ho us abundantly into the kingdom of ChriiL 
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The Deaib tf the Toung lamented and improved. 



A Funeral Sermoiu 



'JOB xhr. 19. 
-— — TIkm dcAroycft ibe Hopeof muu 

jr\OPE is a principle^ which prompts all 
our acuons, and animates us in all the bufineft of 
life. Whatever we undertake^ we are influenced 
by the hope of fome good to compenlate our la- 
hours. *^ He that ploweth, plowetn in hope ; and 
he that threibeth, is partaker of his hope.'' But 
the hope of man, though ordinarily in fome de- 
gree realized, is frequently difappointed. Job ob- 
ferves, that even ^ mountains decay, and rocks 
are removed ; that waters wear the ftones and 
wafh away the things which grow out of the earth, 
and God deftroyeth the hope of man.** This ob- 
fervation is verified, not only in floods, ftorms, 
and droughts^ wluch cut off the hope of harveft. 
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but in a. thoii£aid other ^anexpedied Dceurrencei, 
"irhich defeat our voridly defigcB. The tnKh cf 
it is ne^er more vifibly manilefled^ and more fim^ 
iiblj fek^ than when holpeftal youths ate ijuttcbed 
out of life» juft as their prooHbog vittttea and €al- 
OBts beffin to raife therexpeftartions of thpfe; who 
ikxMorw/mettL Such ^events Job&ems to hive had 
<ui yiewf far he add^, ^^ Thsm prevaileft forever 
agiiiiift Idbiy and he palOeth ; thou changeft hk 
countenance, ai|d- ikndeft him aw«f /', 

The yoiMag. are i!he hopvof man. But this hope 
is <i£Kion:xkRroyed. 

Theyonng ai^e the hb|je of man* 

Tile jraman Idnd is rcontinued by fucoefion. 

<^ Onegtaeration paffetl^a/way, and another com- 

«dK*' Themortak now on the ftage are ibon to 

withdraw, alKi return so tnore« Were thexaoe 

of noen:tD be teminated with t^ prsfent gteera- 

tifoii^ sMd the earth to b^slne a dreary w^ufte^ as 

iboo^as they were gone, the prolped before us 

would-be CDt'ered with an impenetrable gloom; 

our hdxnrs would languifli, and our enfterpiafe 

-ceafe. But in themelandiolyafiiirsdiceof our own 

:i(>eedy departure, our mind^ are comfgvted, and 

our .proTpecb brightened, by the expedlation that 

'another generaticm will focceed us, and ftill aoEOth* 

er, and that the fucceflion will be continued for a- 

ges unknown. The youths now rifing up are our 

hope and joy. Thefe are foon to fin our places^ 

enter on our labours, take the benefit of our im« 

provements, and add to them improvements of 

their own, which the fhortneis of our time will 

not permit us to make. We ieem to ourfidves, as 

if we ihould live in them after we are dead. 

' The rifing generation is an^ential link in the 

long chain of human fucceffion. As we have been 

the infimments of bringing them into esifience. 
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lathejr, in tbetr tim, wiU be the infinimenta ol 
liriogiiic forward another generation, and thefe 
ogain.of another ; and th« the fiicctffion 13 to be 
mainfainndj until that diftast period, when the 
^orth itletf ihall pais away;. 
' The youiu;«ie the hope nf Jideif. Itiey are 
dbon toftaadin our fot ; to jpows& our property ; 
to take «p onr dndtt ; to fiiftain our offices ; to 
enjoy ODT privik^es, and hand them forward to 
the mortals, who wUl fucoood them* 

Wevahietheg9i^4 which, by die piety of our 
fathers, has been tranfmitted to us* We view it 
asamoftpredousgtft of Godtofolleninen. We 
kniOMT itito be the great charter of our eternal 
hopes. What it is to us^ the fame mnft it be to 
all who come after us. Could we believe, than 
ihey who (hall Jive hece ibme centuries hence, 
wotrid be forangors tx> divine revelatkm ; in this 
iad anticipation, we fliould lamoit their unhappy 
fote, and think it would be good for ihem not to 
he born. But we look on the youth now advanc- 
ing forward, and hope, that bf their means this 
ricbeftofall bleffingsWiil be tranfmitted to dii; 
tant ages. Wesxfolve to commit it to them, to 
^educate them in the knowledge of it and inculcate 
npon them its iacred importance. We hope, that 
thejT, in their turn, will do the fame, when a 
new generation ihaU follow them, and that thus 
.xemote ages will be pious and happy by the vir- 
me and fidelity of the youths, who are now grow^ 
ing up under our care. 

Some of us feel M age invading them ; others 
fee it advancing toward them. We realize, that 
foon we ihall betaken off from the adiive labours 
<tf li&, and placed in a helpleis and dependent con- 
dition. In the forethought of this evil day, we 
Jbave comfort in our children, who, we thinks 
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'wiU oatnrally care for us, iiounfb our feeble age, 
fiiftain our trembfing- frame, and requite ue 
kindneis we have fhewn to them. ^^ As arrows in 
the hands df the mighty, fo are children of the 
youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver 
fvU of them. They fliall not be afhamed^ but 
fhall (peak with the enemies in the gate/' 

There are fome youths, of whom it may be 
faid with fpecial propriety, '^ They are the hope 
ci man/' 

"W^hen we fee young men of pn>mifing alAttietf, 
afpirii;^ gejaiufes, and- virtuous habits, coming 
forward into'life, it is natural and jufi to hope, 
they Mnill be bleflings in fodety and m all their re«- 
lationsw Wepleafeourlielves with theexpedation^ 
that they wil^do much g^od in their dav; will pro* 
mote the iatereft of virtue and r^igion within 
their fphere y advsince the honour and happinefs 
of the £imilies to which they belong ; and, if they 
ihould ftand at the head of £unilies,the young, un* 
der their care, will be tl-aincd up to piety and ufe« 
fuhieft ; and thus innumerable bleflings wUl de* 
fcend to thofe, who ihall hereafter be ^rn. 

As the young, in general, ib the virtuws young 
in particular, are the hope of mxa. But this 
hope, as Job obferves, is often dtftroyed. The 
premature deaths of promiiing youths dilai^int 
our flattering expeAations. Infiances of this kind 
are recorded in fcripture, and fiill occur in the 
courfe improvidence. 

But why mufl it be fo ? — ^Whv may not our 
. innocent hopes be realized? — ^Why may not pi- 
ous and promiCngyouths be ^)ared for a comfort 
tp thdr friends and a bleffing to the world ?*-*- 
^* God's ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts 
a3 our thoughts. As the heavens are above the 
earth, ta are hi» thoughts and ways, above ourft."; 
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There are reafbosy however, whi^h we tokf 
perceive, fuffident tojnfiify thefe dtipen&tioot) or, 
at leaft, to &nce our tompis^nts* 

Ood is fovereigii. All creatures are liis, a»d he 
has a right to xlo what he will with his own. ^He 
takckh away, and who can hinder him ? Whc^ 
fltall fay to him. What doeft thou ?" 

CrOd has appointed all mmi to death. The ap- 
pointment is juft, for all have finqed. Hehasfent 
hisSon to redeem us from the mifery of the world 
to come y but the fenfence of death remains, as a 
fhnding teftimony of his difpleafure againft fin, 
and a ftanding adnumition to lay hold on eternal 
life. Our acceptance of the purchafed falvadbn 
does not exempt u^ from natural death. By the 
death of Jefus a future life is is procured ; by our 
own death wc muft pais to the enjoyment of it. 

Hie wifdom of God has fubje^ted our mortal * 
race to great variety in the tinie and manner of 
their death, that all might fee the neceffity of ear- 
ly preparation for it. If none cUed, but in old 
age, none would expe&to die, and few Mrould 
prepare te die, at an earlier period ; and by long 
indulgence, men would generally become harden* 
ed in their wickedndls. It is for their general ben* 
efit, that there fliould be all the variety, which we 
fee, in the drcumftances of their death, that all, 
admonifhed of their danger, might be always 
ready. 

God deftroys the hope of man, that man may 
place his hope in God. When we fee promifing 
appearances in the young, efpedally in our own 
children, it is natural to entert^n pleafing expect- 
ations ; but often thefe expedations rife too nieh. 
TThey need a rebuke. The death of a hop<ml 
youth is a warning to parents, and to all, not to 
look for comfort m earthly things, but to feek 
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iu^nefi in GodL This is die language in which 
it fpeakft^ ^^ Truft not in fiian, whofe breath is in 
his nofinls, foi^ whdrdn is he to be accounted of ? 
But trufi in the Lord forever^ for with hiai iB 
everlailing ftrength.'* We never fhall enjoy our- 
S^Tes in thii world, until we learn to look beyond 
it. All things here are uncertain ( and the more 
cotifideatly we rdy upon them, the more frequent 
and painful will be our difappointments* God is 
aUfufficient and uiichanging { his promifes are fure 
and faithful ) he is always near to ub ; he is a very 
prefent help in trouUe i his favour is life* When 
we devote ourfelves to him^ place our confidence 
in him, commit our intercdfts into his hands, and 
refign all our concerns to his difpoial, then we 
befl enjoy our earthly bleffings, and then only we 
enjoy him. 

The death of a pious youth, though it feem a 
lofs to us and to the world, yet by the grace of 
God may prove a great and extenfive benefit* We 
think, that if fuch a youth might live, his exam* 
pie and oonveHation would have a happy Influencf 
on many around him. But who knows what in« 
fluence his death may have ? When the young, 
who were his aflbciates, fee how religion fupport--. 
od him in the diftrefles of iicknefi, and comforted 
him in the profped of eternity } when they hear 
his dying exhortations to early piety, and his foU 
emn cautions agsdnft negieftii^ the care of their 
jfinils, perhaps £bme of them wm receive ufeful and 
lafiing impreffions. Perhaps his death, and hb 
dying example and advice may do more to con^ 
vince them of the truth and importance of rdi« 
gion, and to awaken their attention to it, than all 
that he could lay and do in many yean of health* 
W1k> knows, butfome, brought by his death to 
embrace and exemplify refigion, may do s^l ..the 
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good in their li£e which we hoped from him \ 
Who knows^ but the important end, which wt 
wi(hed might be accomplifhed by his means, wiH 
be accomplifhed by means which God fees to be 
more effedhial ? 

The pious youth may be taken away from evil 
to come. Man is bom to trouble. This attends 
him in every fbge of his progrefii through the 
world ; death awaits him ; from this there is no 
difcharge« The world b full of temptations ; the 
young Chriftian, while he lives in it, has many 
dangers to meet, and many conflidts to enduxe. 
Early death places him in a happy fecurity from 
all the evils, whidi attend the fiiints who furvive 
him. Had he lived to a greater age^ he might 
have attained to higher gk>ry. But he now at« 
tains to his proper meafure of glory with greater 
facility and with a ihorter probation^ 
To the godly there are adva^itages refultingfrom 
k)ng life ; and there are advantages refulttAg 
from early death. God knows how to order the 
time and manner of every one's removal. To the 
true believer Hfe will not be too long, nor death 
too foon. Whether life, or death, both are his. 

In the calm death of a religious youth, it ap* 
pears, what religion can do. Hence parents may 
learn how to find comfort in the death of their 
children. 

In the death of the young the greateft confola- 
tion of a parent is a eonfcioufnefs of his fiddity in 
their education, and a perfuafion that his labour 
has not been in vain. To part with a child is a 

freat affliction. If this child be drivoi away iit 
is wickednefs. and with terrors of confcious guilt, 
the affliction is inexpreffibly aggravated* But, on 
the contrary, it is greatly foftened and mitigated 
by ob&rving his hope in deaths and by refle&ing^ 
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tliathis virtuous life has accorded with his dying 
bope* 

If in the review of our own condud we can fay, 
we have faithfully difcharged our parental obliga- 
tions ; and in the retrofped on a child's behav- 
iour, we can iay, he has been obfervant of our in- 
firui^ons and obedient to our counfels, has con- 
duced with fobriety and difcretion, and appeared 
to make his duty hi^ rule of a£tion ; if in the dif- 
trefies of fickneis we fee him patient and refigned ; 
and in the near expedation of death, hear him 
committing his foul to God with expreffions of 
humble hope ; we fed a refrefliment, which makes 
us almoft forget our forrow. 

Such an example teaches all parents, how to 
provide themfelves i^^ith means of confolation a- 
gainft fimilar trials. They well know, that they 
are liable to afflidions of this kind. There is not 
a parent, but who, in his children's death, ar- 
dently defires confolation. There is no confola- 
tion equal to the hope, that their death is their 
gain. Let every parent then train up his children 
m religious fentiments and virtuous manners, and 
exhort them to, and afliil them in a timely prepa- 
ration for death and eternity, that if they be ear- 
ly called away, he may have hope for them, and 
they may have hope for themfelves. If it be a 
comfort to us to fee the friends, who go before 
us, depart in peace, it will be a comfort to the 
friends who furvive us, to fee us depart in the 
fame manner. Lei us then leave to them the con- 
folation, which we efteem fo valuable for ourfelves. 

The obfervations, which we have made, come 
to us ftrongly enforced by the providence of the 
week paft^ 

We have feen a youth of promifin^ abilities 
and hopeful virtues taken from his affe^onate pa- 
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rents and brethren) by a cafualty flidden in ks at- 
tack, and fatal, though flow, in its effcA. - We 
kave fixn Ms fmnds anxioally watching the i^np- 
toms of his malady, and fufpended in anguiih lor 
days together between hope and defpair. We 
have feen the youth enduring his uncomtnoD di£- 
treft with calm fubmifion, and meeting his death 
with ferene hope. We have feen the painful di£> 
appointment, which they fuflfered in his ear);y 
deaths and the confolation, which they derived 
from his virtuous life and dying refignadon. We 
have feen, in this affeAing txky a proof of the 
value of religion, and of the importance of em- 
bracing it in early life. 

As he, juft before his death, addrefled the 
young, who ftood aromid his bed, and urged 
their pious improvement of the cafuaky which 
had befallen him, and of the death which threat* 
ened htm ; I cannot fbrtiear toifecond his addrels 
in a more puUic manner, than he had opportuni- 
ty to make it. 

Concave, then, my youthftil hearers, that you 
lk>od by his bedfide, and heard him fpeak to you 
in thefollowiixg manner j " You fee, my friends, 
the fituation that I am in. A few days ago I was 
in health like you. By a fodden accident I am 
confined to my bed, and probably &all (bon be 
Isdd in my grave. None of you knows how finm 
his condition may belike mine. You fee in me 
the necefflty of bcfnt early prepared for death. I 
advife you to think ferioufly of the uncertainty of 
lift, and to prepare diligently for its end. Dehy 
not fuch a work any longer : no ; not for one An- 
gle hour. You may as weH attend to it now, as at 
a future time. Make it a prefent bufindfa. I par. 
ticularly advife you to reverence tfhe fabbath zs^d 
the houfe of God. There arc fomeyoung people. 
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^t9hOj M tba ikUxitliy are too vain in their taUc^ 
and in tha time of worflup are too light in thdir 
appeaiance. I have obferved thefe evils with grief 
<x hearty I beftech yoa to avoid them j for they 
will caufe you to mourn at the lafi, when your 
fl^ and yonr body are confumed. Never ufe 
profane language. Thia is a fin, which youn^ 
peqple too often pra£liie, but for which they muft 
give an aoconnt. God will not hold them guik- 
left, who take his name in vain. Treat your pa- 
rents and tXL elderly people with re^£t ASk 
comifel and inftrudion £rom them, that you may 
grow in wlfdom. Read the fcriptuf es daily, that 
you i»ay learn vour duty and the way of fiilvatkniu 
Gee an acquamtance with yourfelvea, that^ott 
may fee your need of a Saviour ; get an acquamt- 
ance with your Saviour, that you may fee how 
fafe it is to truft him, Oo to Chrift that you may 
have Ufe. You are dep^ident on the grace of 
God \ but you muft feek, in order to obtain it. 
Seek unto Ood betimes. Seek him in the time 
when he may be found* Thb is the time. Ton can 
be fure of no other. You think religion ig import- 
ant to me, becaufe I am fooa to die. It i& as im- 
portant to you, as it is to me ; for you are as 
mortal as I am, though perhaps you are not to 
die quite (b foon as I ihall; Whenever you die^ 
you will need its comforts, as much as I do now. 
Therefore fecure them immediately. I am weak 
and fiednt ) I cannot lay much I beg you to re- 
member the little I can fay I fear you wilt foon 

forget it. I fee you in tears ; but you will not 
always £tel as you do now, while you lodk on 
my dying body and hear my feeble voice.....Thail 
you may call my advice to mind and awaken the 
refotutions, which yoa now feet, go fometimes 
to the plaoe where nsy body wiU foon be laid, and 
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looktm the dods which will cover it...oThere re« 
colled what I have iaid^ how you fdt, and what 
you refolved Tour bodies may foon be laid by 
miae.....May our fouls meet in that world, where 
is no more pain nor death.'' 

Such, in fubftance, were the counfels and ex* 
hortations which the youth, lately deceafed, gave 
to fome of you, on the lafl; Lord's day. My in- 
formation was not full, for the recollemon of thofe 
who gave it me, was imperfed. But he fpakein 
this manner ; and probably fome of you remem- 
ber more than I have repeated. What he fpake 
was deeply fdt. It was heard with floiving tears. 
Tou who heard it, I believe, realized its import- 
ance, and refolved to regard it. Abide by that 
refolution. 

His advice was imprefled by his dying condi- 
tion ; it is recommended by his former good 
example ; it is fealed by his death. What can be 
laid to enforce it ? 

There was fomething in the clofe of h^s addre&, 
which ftruck my mind very powerfully. He ad- 
vifed you, now and then, to viiit his grave, that 
^ou might remember his dying exhortation. This 
IS fo fimilar to the counfel of the dying Saviour, 
that I think It muft affed you deeply. 

The Saviour, when he was on earth, fpent much 
of his time in giving religious inftrudions to as 
many as would hear him. He often gave inffaruc- 
tions to the young. When the time of his death 
drew near, his inftrudions were more frequent 
and affedionate ; and he urged them by the fol- , 
emn and impreffive drcumfiance of his approach- 
ing death. He wdl knew, that good infmidions 
were eaiily forgotten ; ht therefore recommended 
the frequent remembrance of his death, as a mean 
to impreis his words more deeply and indelibly On 
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the heart The place of his burial could not be 
vifited by his difciples in all ages and parts of the 
world. And if it could, his body would not be 
there, for it was foon to rife. He therefore in^ 
ftituted a particular ordinance as a reprefentation 
and memorial of his death, and commanded, that 
this ihould be obferved in remembrance of him, 
and thus his death fhewn forth, until he ihall 
come again. The reafon why he appointed the 
ordinance, and injoined the obfervance of it was, 
that we might remember him and the words 
which hefpake ; and might remember his death 
and the benefits which it procured. . 

Now, my young friends, you doubtleis think, 
that the youth who advifed you to vifit his grave, 
that you might better remember his inftruccions, 
gave you jumcious advice. I believe you intend 
to regard it. And will you not regard the com- 
mand of your Saviour, who has required you to 
con^e to die place, where he is fet forth as crucifi- 
ed for you, and there to awaken the recolleAion 
of his inftrudHons, and a refolution to obferve 
them ? Tour attention to this young man's coun- 
fel is expedient ; your obedience to the Saviour's 
command is indifpenfable. 

My children ; You have had a folemn call from 
God to make religion your early choice, and your 
fouls your early care. Obey it, and be happy. 
Tou Imow not but that the next call may be one, 
which will confign you to the grave. 

Tou fometimes, perhaps, hear vain people talk 
lightly of religion— of the bible— of the Saviour 
—of divine worihip. Liften to no fuch vain 
talkers and deceivers. Their inftrudions will 
caufe you to err from the words of knowledge. 
Nothing will comfort you on a death bed, but the 
religion taught in the bible. That you may feel 
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Its ccmtortB then, embrace it now* <^ Hank Ml 
y^r ways, and turn your feet into God's itfkU 
monkfi. Make hafte and delay not to keep his 
commandments." Examine your hearts and try 
your ways. Under a fenfe of guilt, repair to tht 
Saviour, who came to redeem them who are UjXL 
In his name commit your fouls to the mercy oi 
Ood and devote your lives to his fiirvice, relying 
on the erace of the hdy Spirit, which he jrives to 
them Who aik him. Watch againft iin } ihun tke 
places of temptation ; depart from evil doers f 
choofe for your companions thofe who fear God } 
iandify God's fabbath ; attend at his fanftuary ) 
reverence his word ; fubfcribe with your hands 
to the Lord i dedicate yourfelves to him in fecret } 
make known your vows in the prefence of his 
people ; come to the Redeemer's table ; there re« 
member what he has taught you and fu&red for 
you, and what obligations you are under to 1dm | 
and thus enliven your affedions to him, and yoar 
refolutions for him* Let the event, which you 
have feen, and the counfel which you have heard^ 
be followed with fuch haf^y effeAs, as fiiall make 
k manifefi, that God has not fpoken to you in 
vain. 

Tou, who are parents and have children under 
your care, are reminded of the duty which yoii 
owe them. Tou £be how uncertain are their 
lives. Tou hope for their continuance with vou 
while you live, and their Idnd offices to you when 
you fliall be old. But your hope may be blafted 
by their untimely death. In fuch a painftil, and 
not improbaUe trial there can be no greater com- 
fort, than a belief that they have walked in the 
truth, and died in fafety^ That you may have 
this comfort, inftrud, dired and affift them in the 
religious life. . Tou are foUdtous to provide hf 
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them :jui«eaxthly liiherkaiicfe,>and topt^M(« th^tn 
for tfad<eiqoy«[ientpf it.^ This is not a iault. Bttt 
perhaps they will nevet need the inheritance^ noi^ 
have opportunity to pofleis it^ i Point thdr ^ydews^ 
anddii^A your own to a heavenly inheritance# 
This is>of infinite^ value, and may be made per- 
fe&iyiute^ Death will not de^M^iVe l^hem of ity- 
but bring them jto it. It is only impenit^ee in 
{in, which can exclude them* Teach them th(^ ^ 
nature and danger of fin, and the way of deliver- 
ance through miftification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth* Call their attention to the care 
of their fouls j encourage their application to the 
^eat Redeemer ; guard them againft feduction 
into the way of the ungodly ; lead them in the 
path of righteottfnefs ; direft their attendance on 
the folemnities of the fanduary ; affift their pre- 
paration for communion at the Lord^s table) go 
before them in the way, in which you advifc theni 
to walk. There is rcafon to believe, that God 
will blefs your faithful labours for their benefit* 
Tou fee that he fucceeds your worldly diligence 
and prudence ; you have more reafon to expeft, 
that equal diligence and prudence in promoting 
thdr fpifi^u^ intereft will be fuccefsfiil* You 
may apply what God iays of Abraham ; " I know 
him, {hat he will command his children and his 
houfehold after him ; and they (hall keep the way 
of the Lord.'* 

The wiidom 6f your children will ^ve joy to 
your fouls. If God, in his fovereign providence, 
Ihould remove them from you bf an early death, 
your forrow will be afluaged, an^l your fouls re- 
frefhed by the peace and hope, which they will 
enjoy, in confequence of your parental fidelity. 
** Holy God, turn the hearts of the fatthers to the 
children, and the hoirts of the chUdren to the 
Vol. V. U u 
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fiitiiersy that they may be mutual bleffings in thii 
world, and may rejoke to^ethei" in the day of the 
Lord. Pour down thy Spirit upon us, and thy 
blei&ng upon our feed. Satbfy us now with thy 
mercy^, that we may be glad and rgoke all our 
remaming days. Let thy work appear unto us, 
and thy glory to our children. Let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us, eftabliih the work 
of our hands, and blelsus with thy ialvation«'* 
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SERMON XXIV. 



EzekiePs affliaion in the Death of bis Wife^ and bis 
Bebavitmr under it. 



— ■■<i»HP>i ffl )i> H w 



A Funeral Sermon. 



EZEKIEL jcxiv. 18. 



So I fpake to the people in the moniif^« and at even my ^wife died ; and I 
did in the rooining, as I wai comnanded. 



lT the time^ when Ezekiel's wife died, 
the deftrudion of the land of Urad by the Chal- 
deans was near at hand« In the afflimon which 
befd him, and in his behaviour under it, he was a 
fign to the people. The word of the Lord came 
to him, iaymg, ^ Son of man, bdiold, I take away 
from thee the defire of thine eyes with a ftroke/' 
The defire of hb eyes was his wife ; for he fays in 
our text, ** At evening my wife died.*' She died 
fuddenlj^ within a few hours aiter he was premon« 
i&ed of the event. She was taken away With a 
Jiroke. 

The order which follows is fingular. ^\ Thou 
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jflbalt not mourn nor weep, neither fliall tears nm 
down/' This cannot be intended to forbid, ei- 
ther in him os iiv others^ the natural fei^tions of 
grief J for thefe, in fuch an a£liftion, are unavoid^ 
able. Neither our feelings nor our tears are always 
at our own command; To be incapable of grief 
for the death of ii. friend, would not 4)e reafon and 
virtue, but hardne& and ftupidity. The words 
rather import, that the ftroke would be fo fuddeo 
and feveM, as to amaze -and cOlifbund him^; tliat 
it would lock up the avenues of. tears, and deny 
the relief which nature affords in more moderate 
afflidions* 

In this refpeck he was to the Jews a fign of the 
dreadful calamity impending, under wmch they 
Ihould not mourn nor weep, but pine away in 
their grief. 

The prophet is next forbidden to ufe the com- 
mon badges and tokens! of mourning ; and thus 
to fignify to his people, that, in the deftru£tion of 
their city, they would be in mx condition to ufe 
the ceremonies and wear the dreis of forrow, 
common on other occafibns ; but would flee, or 
be driven before their enemids, in fuch habits as 
could be haftily affumed. *^Be thou filenl, make 
no. mourning for the dead, bind' the- tire ^ thine 
head ^ upon. theOf and put thy »ihoes dn thy feet^ 
cover notthy;Kps, and,eat not the bread of men**') 
Partake not of the mourning feafb, which <ilfttei 
pcefcribes on Mineral occafions. ^ — 

^^So I fpake to the people in the morning, and 
at evening my wife died ; and« in the meming,^^ 
following hciy death, ^ I did as I was cotnilKMid- 
ed.V .^^ And the people faid unto me^ teH us^ what 
the things, which thoudoeff, are to us. I anfwer- 
ed theniy Thus faith the-Lor^, \ wilL profaned my 
ianduary^ the excellency of your firength and the 
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defire of your eyes, and ^ that which your £01^ 
piieth'; and ydur fouiS andybiif daGghters ihaiH 
beilain by the i^oi^d; ai^d yt Ih^ dd ^ I hsLvh 
donti;* Ye flxall not covei^ your li^s/' in tokeii of 
ihtmrning, ^^ nor eat the br^d df men. Te IhaB 
ixot mourn hoT' weep, tiut ihalipine aWay in your 
iniquities/''' '*'.'' '^ ■ y-.. 

" * The words of our text, taken in their connex* 
ion» 'fuggeftto us the following thoughts : ^ ^ 
-'That the <)eath of ai wif e i& a moft pain/ul af- 
fliaiori-^Tfait'uncfer an affliaion of this kind 
cafdEul attention nJuft be ptfd t6 thi cditimandi 
of Ctod-^Thatinfuch anient, dthers atfe'cdiil 
cirned^ asHveli us the inf thediate iysJSstet. ' ' 
'• L Thedeatfa of a wife is here reprefented, a$ 
one of the mdft painful afflidionis incident tb 
mortals. .» • 1 

- "Ezekiel's wife is called " the deiire of his eyes/' 
AxKlliis^afflidioninhei'desithWas to ihe Jews a 
%n of thdr btpproaching diftreft in the deft'ruc- 
tion of their dties and the depbpuhtidh of th<kr 
country, 'in whidi general ddattifty e^' one's 
ihare would peifhaps tittle exdcfifd ^ angulfh of d 
kvfbandin'the death of his partner. ^* ^ ' ' • 
-' The happindk of humsin'life ^^tlv depends on 
fodetv and fneodfhip. None c^thdrodiu roiinex^ 
ions axe fo intimate and afie3ionatdy (b ftton? ^d 
iritereftinK) as the Cdnjugal tonnexidn. This ii 
founded* u love^ cemented by n^bopi^dcal o^ces df 
kindnefs, Hren^eni^'by a^ (k)ihikHinity df inter- 
eft, efpecially by a common rdatibri x,6^ and con- 
cern in the ^ dependent meiiib6rd o£^ the hxs&f. 
The difiblution of thi^ connexion breaks one df 
the dofeft fddal ties, tod croff^ ohe Cff the fttbng- 
eft affisdiond of humaAit^. It places the fur^- 
vdr in a Ipnely condition, and involves him m 
new and unexperieilced card;' His af&i^Udn is' 
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increaled by the forrow which he feds for his 
children, perhaps for a hdplels offipring, deprived 
of a parent, and unable to realize their lols. Hence 
their lois is more fenfibly realized by him. In oth« 
er a£BLi^ons he could find one to take an equal 
ihare with him. But this he muft bear alone 
without a partner to divide it with him. This 
fpreads a gloom over the £u:e of nature, and ^k« 
ens all his worldly profpeds. Every new care^ 
which meets him, reminds him of his lois, and 
calls up his forrows afreCh. The objeds, which 
once gave him pleafure, look as it they could 

Eleafe no more ; the bufinefs, which formerly 
e purfued with cheerfulnefs, becomes a burden, 
becauie the one, who was wont to participate in 
hisjoys, isTOne. 

- This afflioion is, in &ripture, placed among the 
moft painful adverfities incident to our mortal 
flate. They who have experienced it acknowl- 
edge the reprefentation to be juft. 

The trial b more overwhelmine, when it comes 
fiiddenlj. In the prophet's cafe, it was an aggra- 
vating drcumfiance, that the defire of his eyes 
was taken away with ^Jirnke^ uid within a lew 
hours after the firft apprehenfion of danger. 

To a godly peribn a fudden death is as fafe as 
a lingering one. But to furviving friends it is 
more diftreifing, becaufe it finds them unprqiar- 
cd for it. The expedation of fuch an event grad- 
ually puts the mind in an attitude to meet it.^ 
Though perhaps a long fufpenfion between hope 
and fear may give equal pain on the whole, yet at 
no moment is the angui(h fo keen, as when the 
firoke falls fuddenly. The mind, like the body, 
can fuftain a heavier burden laid on by gentle de- 
grees, and flowly increafed, than if it fall with ita 
lull weight at once. In the former cafe, we brace 
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durielves for the weight which we have to bear, 
and accommodate our pofture to our approaching 
fituation. In the latter cafe, we have no time ta 
colled our ftrength and afiume a pofition for the 
firoke which isinvifibly defcending. 

The fudden death of a friend breaks our pur« 
pofes, di&i^ints our expedations and cuts off our 
profpeds. In other cafes we gradually rdinquifh 
them, and give them up with a fedate and placid 
mind. 

But we are taught, 

IL That whatever may be our afflidion, and in 
what manner foever it may come, we are to regard 
the intimations of the divine wiU. 

When the prophet's wife died, ^* he did as he 
was commanded/' Theire was fomething pecu« 
liar in the command given to him ; but his obedi- 
ence is a pattern for 2ul. 

t. The firft duty required, in this and all other 
afflidions, is refignation to the providence of God* 

The command to the prophet was, ^^ Thou 
Ihalt forbear to cry,*' or " thou Ihalt be filent.^ 
And the reafon of the command was, ^ Behold, 
/ take away the defire of thine eyes/' He was to 
be dumb and not open his mouth, becaufe it wai» 
G§d who did it* And who ihall dare to reply a« 
gainft God ? 

We ought, as men, to be fenfible of, and af- 
feded with the ftrokes of the divine hand ; but, 
as ChrifHans, we muft forbear to murmur and 
OMnplain under them. The exhortation, which 
fpeaksto us, as to children, is'this, ^^ Defpife not 
tne chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when ye 
are rebuked of him." To defpife affliction is (ra- 
pidity ; to faint under it is weaknefs j to mur« 
mur s^infi it ia> impiety. 

That our complaints may be filenced, and our 
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fini[|t8 CQmpQfe()» yfp, inuji tppfid^ tli/( wifiiottli. 
ji^fbce, gQO|dnd{! andibvcreignty;o£God. .. «.Thu 
potiheridB jObriye witl^ the poj:(betd$ of the emk.; 
but wo to him that flrivetji wkh hU .Maker«. 
Sj^all thedayiay tq J^o) tJiat fafliioned it^ .\Khat 
ina]f;eft tiiqu ?^ Or hi? work, He JiaUi no hands ??* 
^^,pod has, ^ rig^t, to do what .he wiQwiUkhia 
own. ^ He^taloeth s^way.;/ and who {haU.hiqdcr 
him >Vfho fliali lay to him. What docft thou l^ 
He will do wrong to none». He will. lay. upon 
nppq more.tjian b 9)eet, To them.who love him 
he will caiifc 911 thiftgg tp wprk foe gopd* bx aD- 
the cdrredions which he ioflji^ on his children 
he, ha^ Q^f^dfjul end$«. ^|Ie.: chafteas them. .finr 
tl^r profit, th;^t t^eyms^.be.partakeraiof biaJ&c^ 
li^c^SfV. .His grace ia. ^mf^fsnt for their fupport. 
In the day of trouble he will hear (hem., ..; ,; : , k 

^^ t^e 1q(s. .of friends , we. jDbiould,conilaec the 
mer,cy of, Pqd iji pving them ,tD us. at ,firft^ ia 
CQntinuing them with us fq lQQg> andiin maldng 
them ;infirum|;ntj| of pur comfort while we ei^oy* . 
ed ^f nv.^ The. ftroke. which, feparatea a dear JGnend 
fron\ our bpiom., is painiBkiU . But can we iay^ one 
hs^yip^ h^d (fvj^h ^ firieudt though but for., aihort 
time, has been 4. ^amity t Was not the comftex* 
ion, while it lafted, a real bleffing ? Did it aoC 
cqptribu^te Quch to PWr. happinefs-Hto o^r worlil- 
ly^profperity-rrto Qur..dai]iy. content and /cbeeifal^ 
nefs-^tp our vutiue awd piety-r to our di£breet . be« 
hayip^r apd fair rq)UtaUou ? Andif the xxmotpa^ 
ion tje broken^ ajre we npt evea npw in . a. , more 
eligible condition,\than.ijf it had never been form- .. 
ed? Webayc,thQn> ricceivcdgoodatthe.hand.of 
God, and fl^Jl we ijot. receive evil ?. Yea, with. • 
all the evil which attends us, have we not, on the 
whole, FQcei ved good ? . . 

We ihould confider our deferi of aflSUdioo. 
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Death entered into the world by fin. The deatii 
of a friend reminds us of our iaUen and guilty 
ftate, and urges us to flee from the wrath to come. 
Confcious 01 our guilty we fhall fee thejuftice of 
God^ in all the calamities of life. '' Why fhould 
a living man comj^n ; a man for the punifli- 
fnent of his fins ?*' 

2. In.afflidion we are commanded to ^ fearch 
and try our ways, and turn to the Lord." 

When a friend, efpedally a companioA, is ta- 
ken from us, our thoughts follow him to the 
other world. We choofe to entertain the iriea£> 
ing hope, that he is gone to reft. To ftrengtheii 
our hope, we recoUefl his amiable virtues and 
uieful works, and all the indioitions of piety^ 
which appeared in his life. A fufpicioh, that he 
has exchanged this life for a fiate of mifery, would 
be the moft diftrefiing part of our afflidion. But 
if future happinefs be important to the dead, it is 
important to the living ; for the living will foon 
be among the dead. A death in our family (hould 
call our thoughts home to ouifelves. The ftate 
of the dead we cannot alter ; but we may do 
Ibfhething to jilter our own ftate ; for our proba- 
tion ftill cQntinues. It is fiill a day of falvation. 
What if we had been removed ? Should we have 
left to our friends the fame confolation, as fome, 
who have gone before us, have left to us ? Or if 
we were now to be called away, could we depart 
with the fame jGbrenity . and comfort, as we have 
&ea in fome of our friends, when they took leave 
of us and of the worid ? They by their example 
^nd converiation have yielded us much afiiftance 
to prepare for heaven. Have our converlation 
and example been as highly beneficial to them. ? , 
Have we done our part with them as fellow help*' 
ers to the kingdom of God ? We have feen a 
Vol. V. W w 
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friend removed fuddenly. It is a juft enquur^, 
wh<;ther we are ready to depart on as ihprt a 
warning. Is the temper of heaven formed in ouv 
hearts f Is rdigion our daily work ? If our Lord 
ihould come fuddenly, would he find us doing 
his will ? Or rather, would he not find us fleqp- 
ing ? Thefe are enquiries, to which the fudden 
death of a friend loudly calls us. 

5. Prayer is a duty incumbent on us at all 
times, and is urged with particular force by af- 
fliftion ; efpedally by an amidion like this, which 
we are now confidenng. ^' Is any afflided ? Let 
!iim pray/' ^^ Let him call upon God in the day 
of trouble." 

The death of a friend reminds us of our weak-* 
nels, our wants, and our dependence. We can^ 
not refcue our deareft companion from the grave. 
We cannot arreft the hand of death, when it is 
ftretched out agsinft one whom we call the defire 
of our heart, and on whom our happinefs in life 
principally depends. Nor can our friends pre* 
lerve «/, when the number of our months is fin- 
iihed. Nor (hall we ourfelves have power over 
our own fpirit to retain It in the day of death* 
What an impotent creature is man i All our de- 
pendence is on God ; all our hope is in him. 
Should we not live near to his throne ; and daily 
fpread our requefts before him ? He can fupply 
all our wants, and do more thsai we aik or thinkt 

AiHidion gives adifpofition to prayer^ it foft- 
ens the heart to the impreflion of divine truth ; it 
awakens the attention to another world, and 
makes it feem more real ; it teaches us that all our 
comforts muft come from above ; it furniihes us 
with matter for prayer, and enlarges the heart in 
tills duty ; it encourages a hope of acceptance, for 
Crod has iqacfe fpedal pronoiies of his gracious at- 
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tention to the prayers of the afflided. If we fed 
a fpirit of prayer awakened by affli£tion, this is a 
hopeful token of God's fzivour y for thus far af^ 
tflioion anfwers its purpofe* 

4. The death of a friend is an admonition from 
Ood, to withdraw our hearts from the world. 

What is the world now to him who has left it ? 
What will it be to us^ a few days hence, when we 
ihall have left it ? Juft the (ame, as it is now to 
him. ^ We brought nothing into the world ; 
and we fliaU carry nothing out of it. Naked Ihall 
wc depart to go as we came/* The removal of 
oar friend has extinguifhed more than half of the 
joys of life. It has fpread a gloom over the world*9 
brighteft fcenes. Every earthly objeft is as uncer* 
tain, as was the one which we have loft. Shall 
we fet our hearts on thines fo precarious ?-— on 
things which fo foon may leave us, or lofe their 
power to pleafe us ? Let us look for fome more 
lubftantial and permanent good. Let us choofe 
for our portion the favour of the allfufficient God. 
There is nothing on earth to be compared with 
this. It is better than the life of a friend ; it is 
better than our own life. When flefli and heart 
fail, this may be our ftrength and portion forever. 
Let our afiedion and conver£ition be in heaven. 
There is our God and our Redeemer ; there are 
holy angels and thefpirits of juft men made per- 
fed ; there are the godly friends, who have died 
before us, and thither vnll come the pious fouls, 
who (hall leave this world after us. If our friends 
had continued on earth for the pre&nt, we could 
not have enjoyed them long, for we are ftrangers 
here, and there is no abiding. If we meet them 
ia heaven, we ihall be parted from them no more. 
They were amiable here ; they will be more amia- 
ble there* We here faw in them fome imperfcc* 
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tions, attd fdt more in otiridTcs ; ihtte we fliatt 
fee in them nothing to offend us, and fliatt ihev 
nothing to oflfend them. The cc^hnexion bei^ waS 
intimate ; but the beft part of it was that which 
aro& from ftmilarity ii tempers and affeftions. 
The friendfiiip of heaven wiU be Wb6liy of this 
lacred kind ; it wiK therefote be perfio, Ulin- 
tdtvpled and permanent* 

5. Thedeath of a friend tirge^ «tKm us religliMi 
in all its various duties ^ fat it folemnly teachd 
us the neceffity of reHgion toour comfott in Kfe^ 
hope in death, and hapfnnels in eternity* 

If fuch an :^i£tion have its proper inflMncf » 
we fhail commune with God in our clofets, wor« 
ihip him in our £imilies, converfe daity with lui 
word, educate our children in his fcrvice, honor 
his name before men, compaffionate the affliftcd, 
contribute in our phces to advance the intereft of 
the gofpel, and affift oar feUow mortals in thciv 
preparation for death and the future wolrld^ 

II1US we ihould endeavor to make our own a^ 
Sidion a benefit to thofe around us« Then ma^ 
we hope, it will do them good, when wd make 
it manifeft, that it has done good to us« 

IIL This introduces our third obfervation. That 
any affli^lion, which befaiUs men, efpedally tlu* 
death of the head of a faotily, calls for the atten«> 
tton of all around, as well as of the tmmedilte 
fufierers. 

The death of the prophet's wife Was appointed, 
in providence, to be a fi^n to the people in genet* 
al, as well as an admonition to him. They wtoe 
commanded to do the fame things, which were 
required of him. The event was a warning to 
them of impending calamities ; the prophet's be* 
haviour was a pattern to them of thdr duty uA- 
der thofe calamities. 
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When we fee a ndghbor drarived of the defire 
of his eyes by a ftroke, and lest with the care o^a 
£imily^ who sieeded her nurturing and ^iding 
hsffid, we feei a tender compafiiion for him and 
thena ; we mve him fome condoling wor^s >• we 
viih him £vinr conCblation and mredion; we 
liope he will be wi&« We ob£arve hit fubieq^Keat 
behaviour, to judge whether he derives any rdt* 

g'ous advants^ from his painful affliction* If we 
ff him grave, ierious and heavenly-nundedy we 
r^^ce in hia wife improvement of the iblemn ad« 
BAomtion* But if we ihould. fee him quite the re* 
verfe, we ihould cenfure his inattention to the 
voice of God, and ihould wonder, that he could 
£9 .foon forget ia loud a wanung?tf>4b foon forget 
his firft feelin|^ and refolutions. 

But let us remember^ that Qur affliAed neigh- 
bor is a fij^ to us; that the voice, which fpeaka 
to him, fpeaks to us ; that the ierious attention^ 
which becomes him, becomes us ; that the im^ 
provement, which ought to be made of theafflk* 
tion by him, ought to be made by us ; that wf 
havfe no more rights than he, to difregaird fuch a 
warning* The £une view of the vanity of the 
world and of the uncertainty of life ; the &mt 
piety and prayerfiilneis } the iame felf-ezamina- 
tion and ieriouihe& ; the £ime diligence in pre* 
paring for deathi cultivating religion in the heart 
and promoting it in fodety ; the fame prudence 
and fidelity in funily education, which we would 
recommend to him^ or which we ezpe& from 
him, are, by the iame providence, ursed upon 
us all. In ius cafe, we fee that our fnends are 
0K>rtal, tftfji^connexions uncertain,, our fsiniilies 
appointed to change. The time is at hand, with 
refpeA to us all, when a cloud will be fpread over 
our houfcs by the hand of death ; when ibm» wili 
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mourn the lols of thofe, who go before them, 
and when thefe who are left, will follow thoic 
who are gone. In refpe^i: of mortalitir, there U 
nothing pecuUar to one family or another. Eve- 
ry change, which we fee, is an admonition to us 
an. And if thoughtle6nefs would be criminal in 
the family, in which a change took place the laft 
wcdc, it is alfo criminal in the families, in which 
a fimilar change may take place this week. 

Asa common expreffion of condolence to the 
affli£ted, we fay, ^^ We wifli their afflidion may 
be fimdified to them.'' But we ought to make 
the lame ufe of it ourfelves, which our benevo- 
lence wiihes them to make. We pray for them, 
that they may be guided in the path of duty. If 
our prayer be fincere, we fhall walk in the £ime 
path,in which,we think,they ought to walk. Can 
we really pray, that they fhould walk in it, when 
we turn from it ? Our very prayers for the affil- 
ed at a funeral, and in the houfe of God, reprove 
our negleft of religion, and our inattention to the 
daily warnings m providence. The cenfures, 
which we beftow on fome, who make light of 
thdr own af&iftions, fall back on ourfelves, when 
tJie fame afflidions are unimproved by us. 

We live in a mortal world j we often fee chan- 
ges and deaths ; the providence of God, in vari- 
ous ways, is renewing and repeating its admoni- 
tions, fome of which are more painful than oth- 
ers ; but all equally plain and intelligible. Let us 
hear and obey the exhortation, which Q>eaks to 
vs, ^ What your hands find to do, do it with 
your might ; for there is no work, nor ^nfdom, 
nor device in the grave, to which you are going.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AS 



SERMON XXV. 



The Univerfal OkGgatim of Religioru 

,11. KINGS xvii. 40, 41. 

Howbest, they did not hearken, but they did after their former manner. S<y 
tbefe nations feared the Lofd and ferved their graven images, both didr' 
children, and their childicn't ehildr«n : as did their fathers, lb did their 
unto this day. 

XxFTER the Idng of Aflyria had conquer* 
ed the Idngdom of Ifi:^, and had carried away- 
captive the greater part of the inhabitants, he re«. 
peopled the counfiry by colonies fent from his own 
empire. Thefe new inhabitants were idolaters. 
They worihipped their own deities, who, they 
imag^ed, had given them the country, and affsunft 
whom, they fuppofed, Jehovah, the God of the 
land, had not power to defend it. As the counts 
try, after they were fettled in it, was much in*- 
feued with lions, they began to conceive more 
exalted thoughts of the God of-Ifrael. They ap- 
prehended, uxaX he might have fome power in the 
country over vrhich he prelided, and that, to keqp» 
at good terms with him, it might be beft to ob« 
ferve the particular ceremonies which he was plea£- 
ed with, but which, at prefent, they did not un« 
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derftand. They therefore fent to the king of Af- 
fyria an account of the trouble they met unth, 
and of the probable caufe.of it. They faid, ^^ The 
nations which thou haft removed and placed in 
the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of 
the God of the land ; therefore he hath fent lions 
among them ; and behold they flay them, 
becauie they know not the manner qi the 
God of the knd.^ They imagined Jehovah 
to be a divinity of the fame kind with their own, 
a local God, who prefided only in a particular 
country, and who muft be hcmored with certain 
peculiar rites, in which they had not been in^ 
ftruded. The S^ff/ had the fame idea. When 
they had been defeated in an engagement with 
the Uraelites, they accounted for the difafter by 
tbr local power of the ^ods of Ifrael. ^ thm 
rods are gods of the hills, therefore they aiic 
ftronger than we : but let us fight againft them 
in the plain, and iurdy we fliall be ilrongor than 
thcjr/* 

Upon information qf the difturbance, which the 
new inhabitants of Samaria (ufiered from the li- 
ons, the king of Affyria ordered, that one of the 
captive priei& fliould return back to refide in Sa- 
maria, and teach thefe people the manner of the 
God of the land. Accordingly a prieft was fent, 
who dwelt among them, and taught them» ^ how 
they flumid fear the lx)rd,'^— or how they flioold 
ferve and woHhip the true God. But the prieft 
was not able to bring theni off from their attach- 
ment to their own deities and forms of worflrip. 
The mofl he could dp was to introduce the wor- 
ihm of Jehovah in conjun6tion with idolatry. 
•• Every nation,'^ the people of every province in 
Afiyria, who had been tranfplantea to Samaria^ 
'^ made gods of their own. They feared the Lord 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. XXV. tf Religion. 361 

and ferved their own gods, and woriHiipped their 
p^ven images.** They only admitted Jehovah 
into the number of their former divinities, and 
gave a flure of their worfliip to him among the 
reft. They worihipped him in Samaria, becaufe 
they fuppofed him to be the God of that country ; 
but^ at tne fame time, they ferved their own dei- 
ties, who, they fuppofed, had given them the 
conqueft of the country. Thus they formed a 
motley religion, partly rational and true } partly- 
idolatrous and abfurd. 

In thb refped the new inhabitants refembled 
the former ones, who had been carried from thence 
to Aflyria. For tbey feared not the Lord, and him 
only s but, in contempt of the exprefs law of their 
rehgion, which forbad the worihip of other gods, 
they worihipped the calves of Jeroboam, and oth« 
er idols introduced in fucceeding reigns ; for 
which corruption they were given up to the pow- 
er of their enemies. Thus had God inftruded 
them J " The covenant which I made with you 
ye (hall not forget, neither fliall ye fear other 

0^1; but the Lord your God ye ihall fear ; fo 
ye be delivered out of the hand of your ene- 
mies." " Howbeit,*' fays the hiftorian, " they 
did not hearken, but they did after their former 
manner."— "So thefe nations," which were brought 
from Aflyria, " feared the Lord, and ferved their 
graven images, both their children, and their 
children's children : as their fathers did, fo did 
they." 

It is natural here to remark, in the 
Firft place. The powerful influence of cuftom 
and education in matters of religion. 

Thefe Aflyrians, who had been trained up .in a 
fuperftitious reverence for the objefts and forms 
of worfliip admitted in their own country, could 
Vol. V. X X 
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not be pcrfiiaded to renounce them. They fiitf 
retained their early veneration for them, even af- 
ter they had been inftnided in the character of 
the true Go<^ and the fervke which he required. 
The fuperftition of the parent ^as tranfmitted to 
the children, and from them to their children, and 
fo on from age to age. 

To one who has been educated in the pure and 
uncorrupt principles of religion, nothing can ap- 
pear more irrational and abfurd than polytheilm 
and idolatry. But abfurd as they are, nothii^ is 
harder than to reclaim to juft fentiments of Ood 
and religion thofe who from their youth have been 
educated in a veneration for idolatrous rites and 
cufioms. So hard it is to recover men from ha- 
bitual errors, however fooliih and vain, that God 
cxprefles a kind of ailonifhment at the veffatility 
of his own peo^e, who had fbddenly and eafily 
been feduced from his rational fervice. ^^P^s 
over the ifles of Chittim ted fee, and fend unto 
Kedar and coniider difigently, and fee if there be 
fuch a thing. Hath a nation changed her gods, 
which yet 2rte no gods ? But my people nave 
changed their glory for that which doth not pro- 
fit. Be aftonimed^ O ye heavens, at this !^^ The 
prejudice of education the apofttes had to contend 
with in preaching the gofpel among both Jews and 
gentiles ; and they found it one of the moft pow- 
erful obftrndions to their fuccefs. The intrinfic 
excellence and external evidence of the gofpel 
wrought mightily to the convidion of many : but 
they whoprofefledto be convinced of its truth, 
were ftill tond of retaining fome favorite parts of 
their old religion. The Jews were not more te- 
nacious of the Mofaic rites, than the gentiles were 
of the forms ufed in their pagan feftivals. It was 
much eafier to bring both to an acknowledgment 
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of ChriiHanity as true, than to a renunciation of 
their old ufages as vain. They would receive 
Chriftianity as an improvement on their former 
religion ; but to spve up a reli^on, which from 
their youth they nad been accuftomed to vene- 
rate, was a change which could be effected by no 
evidence Jefs than miraculous, and by no power 
lefs than divine. 

I. We may hence take occafion to reflcA on the 
weaknefs of numan reafon« 

When we confider what mighty improvements 
have been made in the arts and fciences — ^in ma- 
thematics, afbronomy, navigation and mechanics,; 
we conceive an exalted opinion of the powers of 
the human mind. And, indeed, they are capa- 
ble of being raifed to a very confiderable heignt. 
Though our lagadty originates but few things, 
yet, when by fome fortunate accident a hint is 
given, we can pulh our difcoveries in natural 
things to a great length. But let us not think of 
ourielves above that which we ou^t to think. If 
we view mankind in regard to rehgion and moral- 
ity, we ihall have but a humbling idea of human 
nature. What Ihocking abfurdities are mixed 
with all the religions 'Ot the world, except that 
which is founded in revelation ? Human reafon 
has never yet attained to a juft knowledge of the 
divine character and government, or firuck out a 
plan of religion and virtue, free from abfurdity 
and folly. The wifeft and politeft nations of the 
earth— -they who have made the greateft profi- 
ciency in arts and fciences, have grofsly blundered 
in their notions of a Deity, and of the fervite 
due to him. 

It appears obvious to us, that there is one God ; 
and that he is a fpiritual, eternal, omniprefent Be- 
ing, poflefied Of boundleis wifdom, power and 
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goodnefs \ that he is to be ferved with pure affec- 
tiQoa and conftant obedience ; and that, whenev- 
er we offend him, his forgivenefs is to be fought 
by humble prayer and fincere repentance. But 
how came we by thefe juft and rational fentiments? 
The heathens never had them. Their rcafon and 
invention were as good as purs ; and nature held 
out to them the fame light as it docs to us. Yet, 
•* profeflin^ themfelves to be wife,' they became 
fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible 
Cod into an image made like unto corruptible 
man, and birds, and four-footed beafls, and aeep- 
ing things. They changed the truth of God in* 
to a lie, and worfliipped and ferved the creature 
more than the Creator/' Whence is it, that tif 
have more rational fentiments of God and rdi- 
gion ? It is revelation which has made us to dif- 
fer. This has taught us the charader of God and 
the fervice which we owe him. When thefe arc 
taught in revelation, we fee them to be rcafonar 
We, and are apt to imagine, that our reafon would 
have difcovered them without any fuch aid. But 
if vire may form an opinion, what reafon can do, 
from what is has done, we muil fuppofc, that 
without revelation we never fhotild have bad a 
juft knowledge even of the firft principles of na- 
tural religion. To revelation we are indebted for 
that very knowledge, which puffs us up to defpuc 
it. There is a great difference between feeing a 
thing to be reafonable, when it is fuggefted to us, 
and originating the firft fug^eftion. We are ca- 
pable ot the former in Inany mftances— of theto- 
tei^in very few. 

How fhortfighted is human reiafon— how \^^ 
in things of higheft importance ! A plain demon- 
ilration this or the depravity of human nature. 
On no other fuppofition can wc aflign a caufc, 
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^pirby reafon has not been as able to make rdigtous, 
as natural dilcoveries. We are bound to blefi 
God for that clear revelation which he has given 
us of his charader and vdll. Without the %ght 
iTirhich this affords us^ we fhould have been in- 
volved in the fame darkne& of ignorance, and be- 
wildered in the fame perplexed mazes of error, as 
they are to whom this light has never Ihone. 

a. The powerful influence of education Ihews 
us of what importance it is, that they, who have 
the care of youth, guard them againft dangerous 
errors, and form them to right fentiments in re* 
ligibn ; for principles and opmions early implant-^ 
ed, and long cultivated, are not eafily eradicated/ 
From the influence of education the contrary in- 
ference has, indeed, been made* ^For,'' fay 
feme, ** if we inftrud our children in religion, we 
ihall form them to our own habit of thinking, and 
fix in them fuch an obftinate bias to the notions 
which we inculcate, that they never can think 
freely : it is therefore fafeft to leave them wholly 
untaught in religious matters, that, when they^ 

Sow up, they may form their opinions for them- 
ves fairly and mdependently/' 
Is this reafoning juft in the things of religion f 
It is juft then in every thing elfe. You need hot 
ftop at religion ; you may as well go through 
with the argument. Say then, ^* It is not fafe to 
teach our children our own method of hufbandry, 
left, attached to this method, they never ftrike 
out any thine new, nor hit on any thino; excel-, 
lent. We will leave them to fpend their early 
years in ignorance and idlenefs, that, when they, 
come to ad for themfelves, they may prove judi- 
cious and fuccefsful huft^andmen/' Every one 
fees fuch reafoning to be abfurd in our worldly 
afiairs. It is as abfurd in religious afiairs. 
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But zxt not children liable to be biafled in h^ 
vour of errors early taught them ?- Certainly they 
are. Aud what then ? Muft you forbear to in- 
ftru^ them at all .? — No : but be careful that you 
give them only wholefome inftru^ons. 

If the danger of prejudice be a reafon aninft 
Mrfy inftruction, it is equally a reafon againit In- 
ftrudion at any time : tor if your children ever 
know any thing about religion, there mud be a 
time when they begin to know. And let them be* 
gin ever fo late, ther^ is the fame danger of their 
being prejudiced in favour of the fentiments firft 
embraced, as if they began in childhood. 

Let thofe, who argue in this manner againfl 
re^gious education, ^ak out, and fay, ^^ Reli- 
gion is a mere chimera : men will do better with-^ 
out it than with it : it is the cSe& of bad educa^ 
tion : if people be not taught it when they are 
young, they never wiU believe it, nor concern 
themldves about it afterward.'* To this the ar- 
gument plainlv leads. 

If there be iuch a thing as religion, it is undeni- 
ably a matter of infinite and univ«rfal importance. 
Every one, therefore, fhould riKhtly underftand 
it, and fi^y believe it, and fadthfully pradife it. 
And every parent fhould diligently teach it to his 
phildren, and guard them againft the inflrudions 
which caufe to err. 

II. Another obfervation which arifes from our 
text is, that religion in general is a matter of fuch 
obvious concern, that every man, on the leaft 
confideration, mufl fee himfelf obliged to be of 
fome religion or other. 

Thefe Aflyrians worfliipped their feveral deities, 
as they had been taught. When they found them- 
fdves mfefted with wild beafts in their new fettle- 
joent, they at once apprehended^ they had been 
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guilty of fome oflFenfive beha^our toward the God 
of the land ; and they defired to be infinided irk 
the fervice, which beft would pleafe him. They 
ieiit for a teacher, and they fo lar attended to his 
inftruftions, that *^ they feared the Lord.'' 

** The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament fheweth his handy work. Day un-> 
to day uttereth fpeech, and night unto night 
iheweth knowledge. There is no fi^eech nor hn« 

fua^e, where their voice is not heard. Their 
ne IS gone out through the earth, and their words 
fb the end of the world.'' What a being God is, 
and how he is to be worlhipped, men have been 
much divided ip their notions } for every man 
will afcribe to his deity the properties which he 
calls perfedions, and will frame for his god a wor« 
fhip correfpondent to hb fuppofed charader. But 
that there is a God, and that he is to be worlhip- 
ped, mankind have almofi univerlally agreed. The 
various kinds of fuperftition and idolatry, which 
have been praAifed in the world, are proofe, that 
men, in their corrupted ftate, feel a fenfe of their 
obligations to religion. Falfe reafonings and vi- 
cious pradices maymdually weaken this fenfeof 
a Deity ; but it is difficult fo entirely to extinguiih 
it, but that, in times of calamity and danger, it 
.will revive and operate. Thefe idolaters, when 
they faw the beafts of the wilderneis maldns in- 
curuons, and fpreading deftrudtion among them, 
immediately turned their thoughts to fome invifi- 
ble being, who direded the motions of the ani* 
mal creation ; and they wiflied to be inftrudled, 
how they might fecure his favour and protection, 
'rhe general, the almoft univerial belief of a di- 
vine, fuperin tending power, is an evidence that 
this fentiment b as ancient as the human race ; 
for if the firft pur had been atheiUs, tradition from 
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them would have |^ven atheifm fuch a fpread a^ 
moog thdr poftenty as it never appears to have 
c^tained. The heathens were idolaters, but not 
athdfts. The andent enemies of true religion 
oppofed it, not on the prindpte, that there was 
no rdigton, but on the pretence, that their own 
rdigion was better. It is probable, there are more, 
atheifis in Chriftian countries, than in all other 
parts of the world. And the reafon is obvious : 
the precepts of the gofpd are fo pure, and its 
fandiors io Ifolemn, that men of corrupt hearts 
cannot be reconciled to it ; and yet the evidences 
of its truth are fo full andftrone, that they am- 
not rejed it without rqecting alTreligion with it ; 
for if there be any (ixch thing as religion, it muft 
be contained in the gofpel. Every reafoning man 
eafily lees and feds the abfurdity of acknowledg- 
ing rdigion in general, and denying the gofod^re- 
li^on. And hence the enemies of the gofpel, that 
they may preferve a coniiltency in difcardmg this, 
renounce religion in the grofs. And it is a dr- 
cumftance much in favour of the gofpel, that the 
moft fubtil reafoners, confdous, that it muft fiand, 
while natural religion ftands, have direded their 
main force againu the latter. This is a virtual 
acknowledgment from the enemies of the go^pd* 
that, if there be any rdigion, it muft be here. 

There are heathens, who will rife in judgment 
againft many in Chriftian lands. Even idolaters 
in ages of darknds will condemn infidels who live 
in an age of light. They who, with all the abfiird- 
ity of thdr fpeculative opinions, were yet awed 
by the apprehenfion of an invifible power, may 
put to {name thofe hardy fons of impiety, who 
caft off fear and reftrain prayer ; and who, whik 
they pretend to believe there is a God, live ia 
every refpeft as if the^e were none. 
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Thie foficitttde^f the iddlatefs in SaMftrlft^ im- 
der a threatening calamity^ rebukes the fiupidity o£ 
thicmfands in times and places of fuperior light. 

The Samaritans owned an inrifible hand in the 
depredations of ravenous beafts : but how many 
overlodk this hand in the calamities brought on 
them by the rapacity of unreafonable and wicked 
ikien ? Ti^ idolaters fuppofed that the vriiA beafts, 
which infefted them, were let loofe to punifli 
them for fome omffion, of duty to the god of the 
country ; and they were anxious to know where* 
In they had offended him x but how many, for-* 
getting their own impieties and the jumce o^ 
providence, impute all their calamities to the im« 
mediate inftruments and vifible caufes of them ? 
They^ in the time of their trouble, fcnt to Affyria 
for one of the captive priefts of Ifrad to come and 
inftruft thiem in the wiH of /ehovah \ but how 
jlhany iiegled to hear divine inftrudion, when it 
is brought to their doors^ and even refiife to obey 
it when it is founded hi their ears ? They paid fo 
ifiuch attention to their new teacher, as to reform^ 
in fome meafure, their fyftem of religion, and fet 
upr the worfiiip of the Ood of Ifrad : but how 
many are wholly uurefcmned by the correfUons 
of Cod's hand, and the admonitions of his wotd^ 
and Kve unmindful of their obligations to that 
Almighty Being, whom fiiH they acknowledge f 
Their reformation was indeed but a poor defeSve 
bufinds, fince they ftopped where they did« But 
yet they went farther than many go irnder judg« 
nients more obviouily divine, and under inftruc-- 
tions more cleap and convindng. In fbem there 
was fome amendment ; in many there is n^tie 
at all. 

It becomes us to enquire, how far this rebuke 
faUsonus^^ May 'not fome confefs, that under 
Vol. V. Y y 
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their foperior light and difiiogui(he4. advantages^ 
they never went fo far in religion^ as thefe poor 
Afiyrians did ? Bring the enquiry home. See 
how it b with you. You have been educated un- 
der the dearefi light of divine revelation-^have 
been inftruSed in the nature and perfedions^ in. 
the government and will of God — have beea 
taught what is the dedgn of perfonal afflictions 
and public judgments, and what is the nwral uf& 
whicn you ihouki make of them — have heard 
your duty, la all its branches, often ftated aiid incul- 
cated, and the terms of your eternal felicity repeat- 
edlypropofedandurged. And whathave you Aoncl 
Have you Ihewn as much fenfe of a Deity — as 
much regard to his governing hand*— as muck 
concern to learn his will— «as much folicitude ta 
approve yourfclvcs to him, as thofe poor hea«» 
t4iens ?. If you live without prayer— without at- 
tendance on the means of religious inlbrudion — 
without felf-examination — ^without a fenfe of 
your dependence — and without regard to God's 
providence, you are more remote from religion « 
than they were. ^ 

The concern in Samaria to obtain the favour of 
the god of the land, and to be inftruAed in his 
will, leems to have been general. Is there any 
i'uch general concern among us P There are doubt- 
lefs many who believe the truth, and feel the im- 
portance of religion^ But is this our general 
character ? Is there not rather a prevailing indif- 
ference and carelefsne& I 
As the people in Samariafent far for a prieft of the 
Lord to inftrud them ; fo, we may conclude, 
they diligently attended on his inftrudions when 
he came. This prieft would naturally call them 
together to hear the kw on the fabbath — ^the day 
divinely inftituted for the purpofe i and certainly 
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•they paidTo mttch regard "to the da!y, as to affem- 
•ble and receive inftruftion. But how many a- 
inong \x% wafte the fabbatife in indolence, or prcy- 
fstne it by unneceflary labours and vain amttfe- 
ments ? How many conteniptuoufly turn away 
from the ftated inftrudions oi the fanftuary, and 
fay of God's worlhip. What a wearinefs is it ? 

Only one judgment, the incurfion of ravenous 
beafts, brought thefe Samaritans to confideration. 
But what eoodeffeft has beeft produced among 
us by a feries of remarkable difpenfations both 
correftive and merciful ? We may well be afiiam- 
ed and afraid when we refleA, how much they 
did> and how little we do, to avert the difpleaf- 
ure, and procure the favour of God. 

But flill let it be remembered, that they came 
ihort of a lincere and acceptable fetvice, becaufe, 
while they feared the Lord, they ferved their 
gratren images. The motives, which governed 
them in their religion, were of a worldly nature. 
They were more concerned to rid the land of wild 
beafls, than to rid themfdves of their fins. And 
infliead of direAing their fervice to the one fu- 
preme God, they divided it between him and 
their own falfe divinities. 

We fee, then, that men may make the appear- 
ance of a reformation, and yet fall fhort of uncere 
repentance. Let us not reft in external forms, 
partial amendments, and divided fervices ; but 
devote ourfclves wholly and without referve to 
God, and walk before him in fimplicity and god- 
ly fincerity. The fincerity of the heart is the life 
and foul of religion. And fince, without this, 
men may feem to do much in religion, let us take 

?^ood heed to ourfelves, that we reft not in the 
orm of godlinefs, when the power of it is want- 
ing. There are thofc who feem to themfelvcs to 
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be fd^ous, whra aU timr i^li^gioii is Taut Sm 
that ye be pot 4<^ivedn God ^pequirea truth in 
the inward partg, ^^If any man be m Chriftt he 
18 a new creature i old things are pafied away, aii4 
all thing are becQpic new/^ 

Tltis bnnga w to anoUier obfervaUoa frao our 
text,^ Tb^t troe and acceptable rdi^nion is purf 
and fimpkt dired^ed to Qod and to faini only. 

This fdhfavatioa m^ wiU r^ervc to be Ulurarate^ 
in another (ti(conr<iEr« 
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II. KINGS xvii. 40k 41. 

Howbeit, t|i«y did not lietrkcsi buttbcy did after tiieir fomur aunner. Sft 
thefe lutions fared the Lord and fervcd their graven images, both their 
rhiMren, and their childien'f children ; as did their fathers, lb did they 
unto this day. 



HE AflyrianS) who. were fent to re-pea. 
pie Samaria, after the native inhabitants had been 
carried to Myria, found tfiemfelves dan^roufly^ 
infefted with lions. This calamity thejr imputed 
to their ignorance of the religious fervice, wluch 
Jehovah, whom they called the god of the bm^ 
required of thrati. A Jewifh prieft was ient froai» 
Afiyria to inftruA them in the charader and wor«^ 
ihip of the true God* Under his mtniftration, 
they were fo &r reformed, that they feared the 
Lord ; but fiill, attached to the notions tn wh^ch 
they had been educated, they worfhipped their 
graven images. And thus did their children af» 
ter them from one generation to anothtf • 
Hence we have remarked, 
L The powerfol influence of cuftom and edife 
cation in matters of rdigion* And, 
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n. The general fenfe of mankind^ that there is 
fuch a thing as relugiony and that it is a matter of 
univerial and indi^niable obligation. 
We now proceed to remark, 

III. That true religion is pure and fimple, free 
from corrupt mixtures, and uniformly direfted 
to one great end. 

Thcfe Affyrians " feared the Lord." Thejr 
acknowledged the God of Urad ; but, at the (ame 
time, they ferved their own gods ; and therefore 
the fervice, which they paid to the true God, was 
of little value. 

As there is one God, the fole author and gov- 
ernor of the univerie, and the fountain of all ex- 
cellencies any where feen, and of all bleffings any 
where enjoyed, fo we are required to give him 
our higheft regards, and to ferve him with undi- 
vided affedtion ; and we are forbidden to worihip 
any other objeft in oppofition to him, or in con- 
jun6Uon with him. And to us, who have been 
taught the unity of the godhead, nothing is more 
obvious than the neceffity of direding all our re- 
ligious honours and fervices uniformly to this all- 
perkA being. We eafily fee, that thofe Samari- 
tans, by mingling idolatry with the worfhip of 
the true God, utterly corrupted their religion. 
But let us enquire, whether we, in fome other 
way, may not be guilty of the iame corruption. 

When we are under any remarkable and fe- 
vere affli6)ion, we perhaps think of God, acknowl- 
edge his power and fear his anger ; we are more 
RniSt and conflant in attending on his worfliip ; 
we pray oftener and defire the prayers of others. 
But do we, at the fame time, fearch our hearts, 
mortify our lufts, fubdue our paffions and renounce 
cmr fins ? — ^If hot, what is our religicm better.than 
the motley religion of the Samaritans ? The man. 
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who, in a time of afflidion, only becomes more 
engaTCd in the external forms of devotion, and. 
is ftUl unbounded in his avarice, unjuft irx hi^ 
dealing, inteniperate in his enjoyments; ungov*. 
ernedm his paffions, profane in his language, or 
fenfual in his affedions, is but like tnofe who 
feared the Lcnrd and ferved th,eir own gods. 

We are required to love and fear God with all 
our heart. Our external fervices are of little val- 
ue farther than they ^re animated with an inward 
regard to him, . If our hearts be principally fet oa 
riches, honours, pleafures, or any earthly objeds, 
we are as really guilty of idolatry, as they who. 
worihip an idol \ becaufe we transfer to them the^ 
regards which are due to him. Hence the covet- 
ous man is called an idolater ; and they who ferve 
divers lufts and pleafures, are faid to make them 
their God^ How much fo ever we may do in a 
way of external fervice to God j if the world, or 
any thing which belongs merely to the world, be/ 
fupreme m our hearts, we are. like thofe who fear- 
ed the Lord, and ferved their own gods. *VNo 
man can ferve two mailers. If he love the 
one, he will hate the other. He cannot ferve God 
and mammon. The friendihip of the world is 
enmity with God. If any man love the worlds 
the; love of the Father is not in him/*^ 

God has given us a revelation to inftrud: us in his 
will and in the term^ of his favour and accept- 
ance. If we believe this revelation to be from 
him, we muft take it as it is, and obey it with- 
out referve, neither prefuming to fupply its fup- ' 
pofed defers by our own invention, nor to re- . 
trench its fuppofed redundancies by our own wif- 
dom. If efteeming fome of its precepts too fe- 
vere, we relax them ; or fome of its doctrines 
too myfterious, we rejed them } or if imagining 
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it has not taught us our duty completeljr, wc add 
to it fome new rules of conduft \ or thinkmg its 
motives infulGcient, we UsSk to them fomefic-* 
tions of our oWn hncj j we corrupt the pure re* 
Hgion^ which God has taught us ; and^ whil^ ^we 
profe& to ferve him, we worflup our ^aven ima- 
ges. To fome in %\\t apoftle's days the gofbd was 
too myfterious, in its more grand and tublimc 
do^nesy for their proud ricafon to receive. The 
refarrettion of the dead feemed a tiling incredible j 
and Chrift crucified for the fins of men was fool- 
iihn^ To others it was too plain and fimj^le^ 
and they would not truft it without the addition 
of the ntvoritc ceremonies of their old religion* 
Hence St. Paul's caution to the Corinthians, « I 
am jesdous over you with a godly jcaloufy ; for I 
have eQ>oufed you unto onenvSbasiA^ that I may 

Gepare you as a chafie virgin to Chrift } tmt I fear. 
It your minds fhould be corrupted from the Jim^ 
ftUify that is In him.^* The fame caution hcgivcs 
to the ^Coloflians j " As ye have received Quift 
Jefus the lord, fo walk ye in him. Beware left 
any man fboil you through nhilofophy and v^ 
dbcdts, after the traditions or men, after the ru- 
diments of the^worid, and not aftear Chrift ; for 
yt are complete in him/* 

If we acknowledge one God, we are to yidd 
ourfdves to his whde fervice. When we have of- 
fended him, we muft re^i&^his favour be repent- 
ance, and continue in his favour by obedience. 
In our repentance we muft renounce every falfe 
way ; in our obedience we muft have refpeifl to 
an his commandments. A repentance with a re- 
ferve in favour of fome known fins ; and an obe- 
dience with exceptions againft certain plain duties, 
is like .the reformation of the Samaritans, who 
feared God, and retamed their idolatry. He who 
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indulges oM favorite iniquity, though he difcard 
every other, i^ not a penitent ; and his who of* 
fends in one pointy though he obey the reft of the 
law, is not a faint. 

Again. Thegofpd teaches ui, that Jefus Chrifl: 
is the only Mediator between Ood and n^en, and 
no man can come to the Father, but by him— ^ . 
that his atonement and righteoufhefs is the only 
ground of Our pardon and acceptance, and on 
this ground our faith and hope muft reft. *^ There 
is falvation in no other, and there is no other 
name given under heaven among men^ wheteby 
they muft be favcd.'' " We are juftified by faith 
in Chrift, without the deeds of the law ;" for this 
requires perfeftion, and accepts of nothing lei^/ 
We muft therefore ^^ glory in Ghrift Jefus^ and 
have no confidene^ in the flefh.'' 

But how many, while they pretend to believe 
in Chrift, place a dependence on fome other way 
of falvation ? Many of the Jews, as we have al- 
ready obferved, inftead of fubmitting themfelves 
to thd righteouihefs of Ood through faith, went 
about to eftablifli a righteouihefs of their own^ 
They allowed that Chrift was a Saviour }. but 
they imagined, that they could not be faved by 
him without an obfervande of the ceremonial law. 
They thought, that without this appendage, the 
gofpel-fcheme would be defedive. Their religion 
refemblcd that of the Samaritans, who, in con- 
junction with the true God, worfliipped gods of 
their own. 

Of much the fame nature is the religion of tho(e» 
who rely on their own rigfateoufiiefs, in conjunct* 
tion with that of the Redeemer, as the ground of 
their acceptance with God. I fay, as tne grwnd 
of their acceptance ; for I am not now ip^tking 
of the terms and Conditions of acceptance. Thei^. 
Vol* V. 2 z 
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mull undoubtedly be fbine internal and peribnal 
qusfifications* 

Chrift came into the world to ikve^ii^j^— not 
to faye the innocent and righteous. IF we are not 
finners, we have no need of his interpofition ; our 
innocence— oor righteoufhefi will fecure us. But 
it muft be fuch a righteoufheis, as God's law de- 
mands, a final continuance in all things written 
in the law to do them. If we come ihort of this^ 
we have finned. If we have finned, we deferve 
death. And if we deferve death for our evil works, 
we cannot deferve deliverance from it for our 
good works. However perfed our future works 
may be, they are but our reafonable fervice, and 
therefore can never caned pail guilt« 

** Chrift has redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us.'' Our acceptance 
therefore is grounded wholly on what he has 
done } not at all on what we have don^. The re« 
miffion of fins that are^aft is by fiadth in Chrill's 
Uood, not by reliance on our owu future obedi* 
ence. A finner wholly refcMined and perfedly o* 
b^dient in future, if fiich a charader were to b< 
found, would not, indeed, continue to accumu- 
late his guilt and demerit $ for no man wiU be 
puniflied for fins which he never committed ; but 
then he would not extinguifh the guilt already 
contraAed by the fins which he had committed. 
We muft therefore depend wholly on the ato^e^ 
ment of Chrift«-«-not at all on peribnal recommen- 
dations, as the proper ground of our pardon and 
acceptance. 

• Works of holinefs and obedience are required 
in the gofpel, as necejfarj tOj but not merkoriaut rf 
JUvation. They are only the conditions rf^ and 
qualifications for future happinefs— npt the grand 
ionfidf ration OA which God is pleafed to fhew us 
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merqr and releafe us from paft guilt } for it is on« 
\y through Chrill that our beft work^ are accept- 
ed ; and it is only through him that we obtain 
grace for the performance of fuch works as can be 
accepted. /^ By grace we are iaved, through faitl^ 
and that not of ourfdves, it is the gift of God ; 
not of works^ left any man Ihould boaft ; for wc 
ue his workman(hip, created in Cfarift Jefus to 
cood works, which God hath ordained, that we 
would walk in them/' 

. iWe muft not imagine, that we may be accept- 
ed on eaiier terms— -on a more flight and partial 
repentance than fome others ; or that we ftand 
iiairer than they for acceptance on the fame terms, 
becaufe we are not yet fo great finners as they are, 
or becauJfewe have done iome duties which they 
negleA. For whatever different degrees of guilt 
there may be in different ftnners, repentance is in 
all the indifpenfable condition of pardon ; and 
true repentance, though attended with fome va- 
riety of drcumftances, is fubftantia% the fame 
in all who are fubjeds of it. It is a turning of the 
heart and life from fin to God. We muft not im- 
agine, that there are certain eminent fervicea to 
be performed, or certain rounds of duty to be 
run, before we can truft the righteoufiiefs of 
Chrift to juftify us, or before we nuy feek his 

S ace to £tn£tify us ; for the righteoufineis of God 
rough the faith of Chrift is unto all that believe, 
and there is no difference. He who is athirft is in- 
vited to come to Chrift for the grace of the Spir- 
it ; and the Spirit itfelf by its inward motions, re« 
peats the invitation, and fays, *' Come.'' 

Pardon is offered to all finners, fmall and great, 
young and old, upon the fame terms. In this re- 
fpeA there is no difference. The i&me God is. 
rich in mercy to all who call on him. The blood. 
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of Chrift can waih out the deq>eft guilt. He came 
to fave the chief of iinners. Grace abounds to 
the humble penitent, how much foever fin has a- 
bounded. No finner is accepted, but in a way of 
repentance toward God and faith toward' Chnfl ; 
and in this way none is rejeded. 

We cannot be too zealous of good works, nor 
lay too much ftrefs upon them, while we regard 
them in their place, as duties required, as fruits of 
faith, as expreffions of love, as conditions of a re* 
ward, and as evidence of fincerity. But if we 
put them in the place of that which the Redeemer 
has done— if we rely upon them as the ground of 
our acceptance, and the great confideration on 
which God forgives our fins— .-if we imagine they 
mve us a claim on his juftice for an exemption 
from punifliment, and for the beftowment of a 
reward— if we think he would deal cruelly with 
us to rcjeft us from his favour after we have done 
fo muidh for him ; we then go about to eftabliih a 
righteoufnefe of our own in aid of Chrift's right- 
eoufnefs ; we are corrupted from the fimplicity 
that is in Chrift ; we mar the virtue of all our 
works by our pride and felf-confidence ; and we 
imitate the religion of thofe, who feared the Lord, 
and ferved their graven imagest 

The finner, awakened to a conviftion df his 
fins and afenfe of his guilt, is not to wait, until 
he has made himfelf better, before he ventures to 
apply to the mercy of God in Chrift for relief, as 
if there were not worthinefs enough in Chrift to 
recommend, nor grace enough in God to regard 
a creature fo vile, as he finds himlelf at prefent j 
but he muft, immediately and without delay, hope 
and feek for the divine influence to renew and 
fanftify him, and for the divine mercy to pardon 
and fave him, through that Redeemer who died 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. X!£VI. pure and fimfle. 381 

to lave the chief of finners— throagh th«t Savkmr 

^nrho invites all, and fach as have no inoney^ to 

come and buy wine and milk is^thoat money and 

iBirithottt price— through that Surety who has paid 

the debt of five hundred pence, as well as the 

debt of fifty. He ought now to apply himfelf ta 

Ghrift, relyinff on the grace of his Spirit, and the 

atonement of his Uood, to fan^tify him from fin^ 

and juftify him from guilt. Thegdpd requires 

no previous courfe of preparation for fuch an ez» 

erciie of faith as this ; it only requires, that we 

feel our guilt, danger and impotence. Until we 

perceive our unhappy condition in ourfdves, we 

fliali not fee our need of a Saviour ; when we do 

perceive this, we mui): repair to him. If we thirft^ 

we muft go to him and drink ; if we be weary^ 

^re muft go to him for refl ; if we know that we 

are poor, blind and naked, we mufl go to him 

for tried gold that we may be rich, for eye-falve 

that we may fee, and for white raiment that we 

may be clothed. We are to confider him, not as 

a partial, but complete Saviour, and go to him 

for all that we want~-for righteoufne& to juftify 

us, light to direft us,, grace to purify us, and 

ftrength to eftablifh us ; for " Chrift is of God 

made to believers wifdom, righttoufhefs, iandi- 

fication and redemption." 

Faith in Chrifl is often required in the gofpel^ 
as the condition of falvation. But we mufl re- 
member, that faith in Chriit, as the Mediator^ 
terminates in God the Father. " By him we be-, 
lieve in God, who raifld him from the dead and 
gave him glory, that our faith and hope might.be 
m God.'' We muil not go to Chrift to &ve us 
from God, as if all goodnefs were in the Son, 
and nothing but flern juftice in the Father ; for 
^^ God fo loved the worlds as to give his only be*. 
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gotticn SoQithxt wkofobdicTcth in hiih fnig&tliave 
evedsftiog life/* But We mfaft go to God in the 
liame of Ghrift, "^who h^ once fuflfered for oiir 
iinsy: the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring 
OS to Goa''«~might opfen a wsty for the exercite 
0f ihercy to us, and give tis fucb difplays of God's 
grace and love, as flbonld reconcile us xp him. 
; Let it farther be ohferved ; Though the awak* 
<Bied finner is not to wait until he makes himfdf 
better; before he trafis in Chrift and feeks falva^ 
tion in his name ; yet he muft wait until he finds 
Umfelf better^ before he trufts that he is in Chrift 
and aduafiy etaiikd to falvation. 
' There is a great difference between trufting in 
Chrift for (alvation, and trufting that this fidva* 
tion iff already ours. Yoi the former nothing 
more is necefiary than a fenfe of our wants, and ar 
view of Chrift's fufficiency. For the latter it is 
necefiary that we experience the power of the god 
pelin fan&ifying our heartd. If we feel our guilt 
and impotence, and know Cfarift's glorious name, 
we fliaU put our truft in him. ** And hereby we 
know that we know him, if we keep his com* 
mandments.'' ^^ When oyr hearts condemn us 
riot, we have confidence toward God/' " We 
fliew our fadth by our works." " We conclude 
that we have pafled from death to life, becaufi^ 
we love the brethren.'* 

A fincere faith gives us an immediate intereft ia ~ 
the fidvation of Chrift ; but our knowledge of this 
intereft muft arife from the work of faidi in pu- 
rifying our fouls unto utifeigned love of the breth- 
ren. There is no condemnation to them who 
are in Chrift Jefus ;> and we know that we are in 
Chrift, when we walk not after the flefli, but af* 
terthe Spirit. ^^He whq faith, he abideth ia 
Cfavift, ought himfdf alfo to walk even as Chrift 
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^Talked. He who keepeth his 'coii|in«iu)mentf 
dlWQUeth ip Chrift^ ;^pd Chrifi in hioif And Wcr 
by we know that he abideth in us by his Spirit 
which hQ >hath given us. And if ne 9re led by 
his Spirit^ we ihall not fulfil the lufts of the fleih ; 
fpr they who are fenfual have not the Spirit/' 
i In the iipprovement qf this fubjed, we ^e» 
* Firfty naturally led to obffsrve, that true relir 
giqn^ as taught by the revelation of God» is faf 
more eafy to be underftood and pradifed^.than 
fhe. religions contrived by the invention of niien« 
The former is plain and fimple $ the latter are ob-9 
fcure and perplexed. The Afl'yrians, who wero 
fettled in Samaria, greatly embanrafled their relit 
gion by mixing the fuperftitions of their country 
with the worfliip of the God of Ifrael. Had they 
been content to obferve only the latter, their ier«. 
vice would have been, not only more reafonable^ 
but more cheap and practicable. The fame may 
be iaid of thofe Chriftians, who in the apoftles* 
times, added to the inftitutions of the gofpei the 
various rites of their former religions* . They took 
on themfelves a yoke, wUSch neither they nor 
their fathers were able to bear ; when the yoke 
which Chrift laid On them waa eafy and his bur- 
den was light. A fuperfiitious zealot enquired 
of the prophet, *^ Wherewith fliaU I come before 
the Lord ? Shall I come with thoufands of rams^ 
or with rivers of oil ? Shall I offer my firft bom 
for my tran&refllon, and the fruit of my .body, 
for the fin of my foul V[ The prophet anfwered, 
^^ He hath fhewed thee,. O man, what is good ; 
and what doth the Lord thy God require of .thee^ 
but to do iuftly, to love mercy and to walk hum- 
bly with thy God V* How plain and fimple it 
the divine diredion, compared with the ipren*^ 
tions of human fuperftition ? 
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Wiixioin*8 vrays are wavs of pleafantne&, h\SA 
the way of tranfgrefibrs is hard« The path o^ 
the juft is as the uihing light, but the path of the 
wicked is as darkneis. The man of the world 
hasi no certain rule to direA his purfuit, nor di^ 
vine promife to enftire his objed* He is perplex- 
ed in his fchemes ; he (hifts his plans ; he guards 
againft diiappointments, and runs into them by 
the courfe wbich he takes to avoid them. He en* 
vies the fuccefi of his competitors, and is molti^ 
fied at his own mifcarriages. He ufes art and 
difguife to accomjdifli his projedions, and when 
he nas accompliihed them his mind is ftill diflat* 
isfied. But the man of religion has one great ob- 
jed in view, the favour of Odd ; and one fure 
rule to guide him^ the word of God. His path 
Ues plain and ftrait before him. He has only to 
walk right on, trufting in the grace of God to 
ftrengthen his iieps, and in the promife of God 
to make the end £ife and happy. In his doubts, 
he has no occafion to afcertdn the worldly conie- 
quences of the adion in queftion ; he may apply 
diredly to his rule, and there learn his duty ; and 
when he has found it, nothing remains but to do 
it, and leave the confequences with God. Thus 
the good man is fatisfied from himfelf. ^< I£s re- 
joicing is the teftimony of his confcience, that in 
iimplicity and godly fincerity, not with flefhly 
wiidom, but by the grace of God, he has had his 
conver£ttion in the world.'' 

Secondly. Our fubjed fiiould be improved to 
guard our hearts againil every kind of corrup- 
tion in religion. 

As we believe there is one God, fo our affec- 
tions {hould be direded to, and concentrated in 
him } and other objeds fhould be regarded only 
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As he is ont^ fo his will is Unifortn^-Miot, like 
the will of man, devious from^ and incon&ftent 
with itfdf. He is of one mind ; who can turn 
him ? Let us theii be conftant in his fervice, do* 
ing his will from the hearty guiding our a^ong 
by his commands Is our only rule, and feekiiig^ 
his favour as ouf only happinefs. 

As we believe there is one Saviour^ let us come 
to God through him, do all things in his name^ 
rely on his righteoufnefi as the only ground of out 
hopes, and truft in his interceflion as the only ef-> 
fe^ual recommendation of our unworthy pfayers^ 

Thirdly* We fee that fincere religion in the 
heart is a great attainment-greater than many 
perhaps imagine* 

Religion coniifts in a heart uniformly and un- 
refervcdly devoted to God ; or in a fupreme love 
to him, governing all our affedions, and dired'- 
Ing all our aAions* Men may do much in religion 
from worldlv motives. . The perfons mentioned 
in our text did fo. The people of Ifrael, in a time 
of famine, aflembled themfdves for corn and 
wine, but rebelled againft God« Some, in our 
Saviour^s day, fought him with diligence, and 
fpared no pains to find him, not becaufe they 
loved his dodrines, but becadfe they had eaten of 
his loaves. This was a worldly religion^ God 
was not its immediate objeA. 

Men may do much in external duties, and yet 
be defticute (^ a holy temper. They may ad in 
fome good things with zeal and engagednefs, and 
yet retun their favourite fins. 'Die Samaritana 
took much pains to learn how they smft fear the 
Lord } but ftill they held faft thdr idolatry. The 
young man mentioned in the gofpel had a ftrong 
V9V. V. A3 
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defire to ^nter into life ; but he chofe to hazlar J 
the lois of it, rather than abandon his worldly 
purfuits. 

. Whatever wc do in relidkm, if we indulge any 
known fin, our religion will not carry us to heav* 
en. Whatever works wc perform, if We glory" 
»n them as the foundation of our claim ta heaven^ 
and forget our dependence on the righteouihe& of 
the Saviour, our works are vsub. 

Fourthly: Our fubjeft may lead us to reflcft 
pn the heinous nature of fin. The exceliency of 
religion confifts in its being direfiied to God ^i and 
the great evil of fin confifts in its being committed 
^ainft him. Religion is a conformity ; fin is an^ 
oppofition to the divine nature. ReUgion is a 
love of God's commands and a fubmiffion ta his 
will ; iin is a hatred of his laws and a rebellioiti a« 
gainft his authority.. Religion is refigning our* 
felves to God's government, and yielditig ojir- 
felves to his difpofal ; fin is riling up agaihft Godv 
and fetting. ourfdves above him. 

In this view, how horrible muft fin appear ! 
How amazing is the guilt of thc^ who thus have 
treatedyand thus continue tf> treat the Almighty I 

Do you wonder that rational men flioiJd be fo 
llupid as to fet up idols for objeAs of adoration, 
in oppofition to, or in conjundiba with the fu- 
preme Jehovah ? W^y not alfo wonder at yqur^ 
felves, thit you fhould fet up the interefts and 
pleafures of the world, as the objcds of your, fu- 
^reme affeftion X 

Fifthly. What abundant caufe of rejoicing 
have we, that there is an allfiifficicnt Saviour to 
.whom we may repair ? 

Had we nothing, but our own right^oufnefi^ to 
left upon, we muft fink in defpair. Such finfiil 
creatures as we are, have nothing to .recommend 
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them in the prefence of a holy God. But Jefus 
has brought in everlafiing righteoufnefs, and the 

freateft unner may have the benefit of it. Did 
nners realize their own condition, they would 
apply to this Saviour ; .they would ieek him ear- 
neftly and confltantly j they would cry to him day 
and nieht, and not hold their peace, till his right- 
^oufheS came to them as brighuelsy and his fal- 
vation as a lamp that burneth. 
, . To conclude : Since there is ^e God, the great 
object of religion, and one Mediator by whom we 
muft draw near to God, and iince the religion 
which he requires is pure and fimple ; let us prove 
what is true and acceptable religion, take it as be 
has prefcribed it, adopt it in its umplicity without 
human additions, dired all our fervices to him^ 
and do all things in the name of Chrifl through 
whom alone we have acceptance. 
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SERMON XXVII. 

Folly covfpicuotu in a Virtuous CbataSft* 

ECCLESIASTES x. •. 

Dead fliei caufc die oiiitmene of the apothecary to find forth ^ftinktegikvwi 
io doth 8 littk folly him that U ia leputatioa for wUdom and hooot 

1 HE preacher here teaches us a very ufc. 
^1 \cBpn ; that the wifer and better a man is r^ 
puted to be, the greater caution he needs to ufc 
m his languaTC and behavior, left he vidate the 
reputation which he has acquired. For as dead 
flies, though but fmall infers, &lUng into a pot 
of fweet ointment, will render it rancid and dif- 
guftful } fo errors and follieSji fmall in themfelves, 
will appear as great blemifhes in the charaftcr of 
a man, who is highly valued for his fuperior vir- 
tue and wifdom ; and faults fcarcdy noticed in 
Other men, will be imputed to him as intolerable 
crimes. *' The cafe of men eminent for virtue," 
lays one, ** is peculiarly difficult, becaufe their er- 
rors, though ever fo fmall, are not eafily p^* 
doned. As in a diamond of great luftre, tne eye 
is offended by theleaft fpeck, or the fmalleft doud, 
which in a groffer ftone would not '1>e obfcrvcd ; 
fo in men of fingular abilities, the leaft infirmities 
are quickly difcerned and made matter of conver* 
fadon, when in pefons of meaner charafter they 
would be wholly unnoticed, or eafily forgiven. A 
little folly in a wife man, a fmall fin in a ftrid'y 
honeft man^a flight indecency in a very polite man, 
much derogates from his fame and reputation } 
when the iame things in men of different characters 
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would pais uncenfured, and^perhap8 unofaferved/^ 
In the writings of Solomon^ wiidom and foUy 
ufually figniiy virtue and vice. We may there* 
fore^ by the man in reputation for wifdom, un* 
derftand the man eminent for virtue ; and, by % 
little foUy, we may underftand the infirmities and 
indifcretions incident to fuch a man. 

The truth, then,fuggefted in our text will be this ; 
thatfmall offences are eafily obferved^andfreely cen* 
furedin men of diftinguifhedreputationforreligion^ 
This we often fee to be a fad. Thoie very 
things, which pa(s for indifferent in the men of 
the world, are condemned as criminal in men of re- 
putedpiety. Virtue and vicearethefame in their na» 
ture^ but we judge of them differently according to 
the charader of theperfonsinwhom theyarefound. 
There are many who appear to live without a- 
ny governing regard to religion. They take no 
care to educate their children in fentiments of pi- 
ety, or to keep up the worihip of God in their 
families. They are much addided to pleafure, 
company and amufement. Their language isfome- 
times profane, and often loofe and unguarded. 
They ne^left "he ftated means of religion and treat 
with indifference the inftituted ordinances of God. 
Thus they pais along in the world, and few take 
any unfavorable notice of them. If one reprove 
them, they are ready to vindicate themfelves i 
and perhaps there are fome, beiides ihemfelvest 
who will plead in their excufe, and palliate their 
negleds and tranfgreilions. But if a man who 

Srofeffes religion^ or fuilains an office in the cbnrcb^ 
lould for once appear to be guilty of the fame 
exceptionable condud, will it uius pafs off udoI>« 
ierved ? Or will it meet the iame excuies ? No : 
one rajb expreflion from this ^ood man will be 
more feverely condemned, than a hundred profane 
Mtbs 6:001 the cujkmary fwearer« A Angle mi^c« 
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of inordinate pqffitm in him will be more talked ofj 
than the dwly ravings of thofc who have no rule 
over their fpirits. If his children for once run to 
excefe, break the fabbath, or trefpafi on good or- 
der, he is reproached as a man who exerdfes no 
TOvemment in his family. But youths of <Khcr 
fomilies may make themfelves much more vile ; 
and few, except they happen to fuffcr injury from 
them, 'will ever reprove them, or even comphin, 
that they are not reftrained. If the ChriftiaD, 
crouded with bufinefs or company, fhould fbme- 
times omit the ftated devotions of his houfe, this 
omiflSon witt be matter of much animadverfion ; 
but a total negleU in other people is fcarcdy imput- 
ed as a fauk. If a temperate man fhould by ac- 
cident be overtaken and difguifed with fhrong 
drink, he becomes the talk of the whole neigh- 
borhood ; but a fot may get drunk half a dozen 
times in a week, and little is (aid about him,.aBd 
little pains taken to reform or reftrain him. ^ 

Yea i men of immoral and vicious lives will re- 
mark with indignation in the GhrifUan the fmall- 
eft appearance of thofe vices, which they them- 
felves notorioufly indulge without remorfe. They 
can fee a nwte in a good man's eye, when they fed 
not a beam in their own. They wonder that the 
Chriftian profeffor can t^e fuch liberties ; but 
feldom think of their own iniquities. The apof- 
tle, in ftron^ terms, reproves this felf-deceit and 
blind partiahty. " Thou art inexcufable, O man, 
whofoevcr thou art, that judgeft ; for wherein 
thou judgeft another, thou condemneft thyfelff 
forthouthat judgeft,doftthefame thing. Thou that 
teacheft another, teacheft thou not thyfdf ? Thou 
that preacheft, a man fliould not fteal, doft thou 
fteal ? Thou that fayft, a man fliould not oommt 
adultery, doft thou commit adultery ? Thou that 
abhorreft idols^ doft thgu commit facrilege ?'' ' 
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The partial worlds in the feverity of thdr cen-* 
iure, condemn in good tnen many things, whick 
in their nature are really innocent, and which 
they themielves pradile with freedom, and with- 
out iufpicion of guilt. How often was our Sav^ 
iour reproached by the Pharifees for healing the 
i^ck, and relieving the diftrefled on the fabbath 
day ; when they would have felt no fcruple to lift 
a beaji out of a pit^ or lead him to water on the 
iame day ? Jefus might not do as much on the 
fabbath, for a human creature, as they might do 
for one of their cattk. He came in the high char- 
a£(er of the Son of God. He reproved the proud 
Pharifees for their hypocrify. Stun^ with his 
reproofs, they determined to blaft his reputa- 
tion, and fink him below the Ions of men. Re- 
al faults in him they could find none ; and they 
iludied to turn his virtues into faults. 

The apoftle Paul exhorts Chriftians to ^* provide 
things honefl in the fight of all men — ^to walk 
in wifdom toward them, who are without— to 
take heed that thdr good be not evil ipoken of.'^ 
He fuppofes that the men of the world will in- 
fpe£t the manners and obferve the adions of the 
profefibrs of the gofpeU And let them do fo. 
Chriftians will hence become more watchful ; and 
.perhaps their enemies more wife. The apoftle 
Paul advifes Chriftians to walk with great caution 
and qrcumfpedion, and to fhew themfelves pat- 
terns of good works, that their enemies may be 
aihamed, having no evil thing to fiiy of them* 
For himfelf he profefies a concern to cut off occa^ 
fion from them, who defire an occafion to reproach 
the gofpd. Many things, which he had a ri^ht to 
do, ne would forbear, rather than expofe religion 
to the obloquy of defigning and unreafonable men. 

Sjunt Peter intreats Chriftians to have their 
xonveriation honeft among the gentiles, that they 
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who Q>ake evil of them, as evil dders, migtit, by 
the good works which they beheld in them, ^ori* 
fy God in the day of vifitatioti. 

Thefe repeated cautions given by the stpofflcSf 
fliew their apprehenfion, that Chriftians were 
then, and ever would be ftridly watched by a 
jealous world ; and that the fmalleft erron and 
imprudences in their condu6b would be mad^ the 
Mcaiion of reproach to Chriftianity itfelf. 

The faft being undeniable, let us enquire, what 
are the caufes. 

I. This is partly owing to the ftron^ eotOrafih^' 
tween the particular inftances of their folly and 
their general character for wifdom. 

As every ftain is vifible on a white and dean 
garment, fo the finalleft failings arc noticed in men 
of eminent virtue and holinefs. In a vicious or 
unprincipled man we expeSl to fee a conduft an* 
fwerable to his general charafter. If he be un- 
juft, profane, intemperate, or deceitful, wc arc 
not difappointed, for he made no pretenfions to 
a religious faith or a virtuous life. But if a man, 
who has profeffed to believe the reality and to ex- 
perience the power of godlineis, and who, for a 
time, has lived, or feemed to Hvc anfwcrably ^o 
his profeffion, turn to folly and wickedne6, the 
grois and palpable contradiftion between hispr^ 
ent condud and former charaAer, flirikes us iwth 
a kind of horror. It is a change which wc did 
not expeft. We were perfuacted of him better 
things. The fame conduft in a man of profligate 
manners and difiblute principles*, would have been 
much lefs noticed ; for he never pretended to a- 
ny thing better. It is all of a piece with his pr^ 
vailing chara^r. - ^ , 

a. In this cafe, there is much to be attributed 
to prejudice and ill will. . 

Fools look with maHce and difplcafurc on tw 
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man who is in reputation for wifdom ; and they 
would detract from the excellence of his charac- 
ter, becaufe it eclipfes their own. They are watch- 
ful to efpy fome error in his opinions, fome fault 
in his manners, fome defect in his virtues. When 
they have difcovercd, or think they have difcov- 
ered fome mifcarriage in him, they are pleafed 
and gratified^ They make it the fubjeft of their 
converfation. They magnify it beyond bounds. 
They annex to it circumftances which have no 
foundation in truth, and fpread the fcandal into 
all companies, where they think it will be receiv- 
ed. Charity hopes all things, and bears all things } 
but envy rejoices in iniquity. 

V Some there are who obferve and magnify the 
failings of good men,that they mzy jujiify them/elves. 

The pure and virtuous manners of the Chriftian 
are a cenfure and reproof on the guilty world. 
The wicked and ungodly, when they view his 
amiable charaAer, and obferve his ufeful and 
blamelefs manners, feel themfeives condemned. 
They wifli to remove the reproach, which juftly 
fells upon them. They are vigilant to find fome- 
thing m the Chriftian, which may be improved 
to their own juftification or excufc. If be devi- 
ates from the ftrift rules of virtue, in any inftancc, 
this, they hope, will vindicate them. They do no 
worfe than he does. If fiich fins arc found in a 
fainty they imagine, that the fame things, and a 
hundred others as bad, may be excufed in them. 
If the faint, notwithftandiog hb fins, will go to 
heaven, why fhould their fins exclude them. And 
they wUl venture to dothofetIungsi&aW/«^//j>r, which 
the Chriftian has perhaps done under fome partic- 
ular temptation, and for which he has fought par- 
don by deep repentance. They argue and condud 
as if an ^(f? of fin in a good man, would juftifv a 
courje of fin in themi; as if what was the effcft oijur- 
prize in him may be matter of deliberate choice in 
Vol. V. B 3 
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ihem; as if what was in him followed with tep^t-i 
ance^may bepra^tifedby them withfdfapprobadoiiv 
There is many a ikiner,who ismuch better pleaCed 
with the ftory of David's adultery and murd^, and 
Feter's perfidy and falfehood,than he is with theac- 
count of their deep repentance, or with thenarrative 
of all their virtues. Their virtue* condemn him :; 
their tranfgrejfions are the msun fupport of his hopes. 

For the fame reafon, that unners attend fo 
much to the falls of good men recorded in fcrip^ 
Cure, they are gratified with the tranfgreflions of 
deputed Chriftians now on earth. If they fee a 
neighbor, who is in hig!i efieem for piety, wan- 
dcnng out of the way,and deviating from the ftrait 
path of gof^l purity, they are highly pleafed, bc- 
caufe if this good man, (and a good man in fuch a 
cafe they allow him to be ^ if he) can fo greatly o& 
fend and not lefc his charafter, they hope their own 
offences are confident with ^of^dti^. Hence ihQ 
ftnalleft offences of the Chnftian are exaggerated 
into enormous crimes,- that they may better ferve^ 
to pacify the guiky confciences of finnerstr 

There are many, who judge of their own char^ 
aAer by a comparifon of themfelves with other 
men. Thefe derive a iecret pleifure from the fins 
of the godly, becaufe hereby they feem to fiand 
in a more favourable light. The Pharifee, when 
he thanked God, that he was^ not as other men^ 
felt a real fatisfaclion in their fuppofed wickedne&^ 
becaufe this^was the main groundon which his hope 
could (land. There are many fuch fdf-deceiversii 
The fins of others do much more than their own 
virtues to raife and ftrengthen their hopes. If 
David's impurity, Pcter'is apoftacy, and a few 
more tranfgreffions of good men were taken out of 
the biUe,they would be undone. Their hope would 
find no ground, on which it could fet its foot. 

4. There are fioroe who magnify good men\ 
faults out of enmity to reiigiont ^d wkh an ain 
to bring it into dilrepute. 
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They hate rdigion, bccaufe it teftifiesof them, 
that their works are eviL Our Saviour fays, ^^ He 
that doth evil hateth the lights neither cometh he 
to the light, left his deeds ihould be reproved/' 
Their ennuty to the truth prompts them to afperfe 
and reproach all who endeavor to fupport it, and 
thofe chieiy, who are moft able, and moft active to 
fopport it. If they can fee in tbem any error of con- 
duS, they will reicnce in fo good an opportunity to 
obftrud their influence. If they can fee none, they 
will hatch the more in their own dark imagination. 

5. The failings of good men, as they are matter 
of joy and ezukafion to the enemies, are matter 
of grief and humiliatipn to the friends of religion, 
jbecaufethey are peculiarly injurious toitslntereft. 

The open tranfgreffions of Chriftian profeflbrs. 
are not in themfelves more criminal, than iimilar 
tranfgreffions in others, who enjoy the fame light 
and the iame means. It is not the profeffion, but 
the enjoyment of the gofpel, which aggravates the 
guilt of the difobedient. But fuch is the malignity 
of infideb and gain£iyers, that, while they excu4 
their own fins, they will make the fins of profeflbrs 
an objection againfi; thegofpel itfelf. David^s crimes 
gave occafion to the enemies of the Lord to blaf* 
pheme. Hence the godly are in a peculiar manner 
aflfeded with the tranfgreffions and £Uls of their 
brethren ; for thereby religion itfelf is wounded. 

From thele caufes even a little folly will be much 
ob&rved in thofe who are in reputation for wi& 
dom and honour* 

Let us now attend to the im^ovement of our 
fubjeft 

I. We fee that it is dangerous to make tpo high 
pretenfionsto religion, becaufe we thus render 
our faults more confpicuous, and coofequently 
ihall bring on religion greater diflionor. 

The man who profefles a higher degree of good- 
n&y thaa he ever has a^ttained } or than man, in 
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the prefent imperfed: ftate, is capable of attaming, 
will hardly be allowed full credit for the goodneik 
which he has. It is fo in all other profeiuons, and 
it is fo in the religious profeflion. He who affumes 
a charader which he cannot fupport, finks much 
lower, in the general eftimation, than if his pre- 
tenfions had been more modeft and humble. 

They who would be Chrift's difciples, are ad- 
vifed tq fit down and count the c6ft — to confider 
whether they can take the crofs and follow him-*- 
whether they can for his fake relinquifii all world- 
ly interefts and connexions. 

We fliould fet out in the religious life with a 
perfuafion of its imporunce, and with a fenfe of 
our own weaknefs— -with an apprehenfion of dan- 
gers before us, and with a reliance on the grace of 
God, We fhould apply the caution given by the 
apoftle to ChrifUans in his day ; ** Be not high- 
minded,, but fear** — " Let us fear, left a promife 
being left us of entering into God*s reft, any of 
you fliould feem to come fliort of it.*' 

Solomon warns us, that ** pride goes before de- 
ftru6lion,and a haughty fpirit before a falL** Confi- 
dence in ourfelves,not only expofes us to the power 
of temptation, but aUb renders our trahfgreffions 
more confpicuous in the view of the world, and con- 
fequently more injurious to the caufe of religion. 

But then, let none imagine that a diffidence of 
his own perfeverance and conftancy will excufe him 
from engaging in religion at all. Whatever dif- 
truft one may have of himfelf, ftill he is to enter 
upon the fervice of God, trufting in that grace 
which is fufficient for him. 

There are fome, who, when they are exhorted 
to a religious profeflton, will fay, Thi9 is doubtlefli 
the duty of iome people ; but we are afraid, we 
ihall not a6t up to our profeffioa, if we ftould make 
one ; and we think beft to delay it for the prdent. 
But tell me j when will you be delivered from 
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this fear ? When will you have fact affurance of 
your own ftrength, that you can make the profef* 
uon, without any concern left you diflionor it ? 
Whenever you make it, be it ten, or twenty years 
hence, muft it not be made with a cautious 
fear, left you fail in pradice ? Without fear, 
would you not be wanting in humility and watch* 
fulneis ? Let not your fear then reftrain you from 
engaging in your duty ; but rather excite you to 
prayer and diligence, that you may obtain grace 
to help in performing your duty. 

If you feel your dependence on the grace of God, 
why may you not truft this now, as well as at an- 
other time ? It is as free and as fufficient now, as 
it will be hereafter. Be ftrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. 

2. Chriftians, we fee, ought to walk with great 
prudence and caution, that they may ftiun the er« 
rors and follies, which would degrade their char«' 
ader andobftrud: their ufefiilneis. 

In them a few dead flies may taint the whole 
pot of ointment ; a little folly niay viciate all the 
favour of their good name, and corrupt all the 
fweet perfume of their wifdom. Folly in them 
will be more obfervable, than in thofe, who never 
applied themfelves to wifdom. The partial world 
will not bear from them fo much as it will from 
fools. Envy and malice will exaggerate their faults, 
and the noify tongue of flander will trumpet them 
around. ^^ Walk circumfpectly, not as fools, but as 
wife, redeeming the time, becaufethedays are evil." 

3. Be not fond of the company of thofe, who 
are known enemies to religion ; for they will en« 
deavour to feduce you into folly, and then will 
make ufe of your folly to difparage religion. 

There are, indeed, but few men, who will openlj 
and direfUy deny, that there is fuch a thin^ as rdi- 
gion; but thereare manywhoby theirpradhceihew, 
that they wiih there were no fuch thing. They will 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39^ JMIy C9it/picimtt in a 

acknowledge in general, that religion is good ami 
important ; but will cavU and dii^nte ^^aimft ahnoft 
crery particttlar thing which belongs to it — ^befure 
againlt every thing wiiich condemns their tonper, 
jmd repro^tes their pradice. They oppofe all the 
neans of Ibpporting it in the world*— they deride 
alith^ formsof it^andeipecially thofbwhicharemoft 
}n nfe-^hey endeavour to fubvert the order of 
Chrift'skingdom^andto introduceinto it errcnr and 
cofifofionr-^ey ndtiier enter into it themfelves, 
nor fuffer thofe, who are entering, to go in. Thus^ 
wl^le they pretend a general regard to religion, 
they manifeft a real enmity againftit. 

The Chriftian, d^ially the youthful Chriftian 
ikould cautioufly avoid the company and convers- 
ation of fttch enemiesr It is the advice of Solo# 
mxcky ^^ Ceafe my fon, to hear the infbuAions, 
whidi cauie t» err from the words of knowledge.'^ 
It wate the wifiiom of David, to ^^ keep his mouth 
with a bridle, while the wicked were before him.'^ 
^* Bleffed is the man who walketh not in the coun.* 
ftl of the ungodly, nor fiandeth in the way of fin» 
ners, nor fitteth in the feat of the icornful ; but 
his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his 
Uiw doth he meditate day and night/' 

4« Our fubjed teaches us, that, in our rdigious 
comlud, we fhould guard againft every imprudence 
which might caufe our good to be evil fpoken of« 

A little foUv is highly difguiiful in thofe, who 
are in reputation for wifdom^ See then, that ye 
be wife as ferpents, and harmlels as doves. Ku 
tend not only to the more important duties of re- 
ligion, but alfo to the leaft commandments of the 
sofpeL Make confcience of every thing which 
has a near connexion with a virtuous charader. 
Indulge in no liberties, which would turn to the 
<Uikonor of religion. Decline thofe levities, which 
indicate a careleis and worldly ^irit. But while 
yott avoid a light and airy behavior, afiume not 
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ftn affe£led and hypocritical aufterity. Be cheer- 
ful, but not vaini— rferious, but not morofe. Shun 
allfdlowibip wtthfinnersin their unfruitful works, 
but ftill fhew a benevolence to all men, and a pecu- 
liar regard for good men. Study to be ufeful by 
your works ^ but be not often^atiousof your works. 
Maintain a modefty of behaviour j but affeft not 
that awkward humility, which courts applaufe, by 
peaking diminutively of itfelf. Shew out of a good , 
conver&tion yotrrworks with meeknefs ofwifdom* 
5« Our fubjeift teaches us that we never ought to 
pay much attention to ill reports,which the ImowD 
enemies of wifdoin utter concerning its friends. 

A Httle folly is confpicuous in one, who is re^ 
puted wife ; and a fmall tranfgreffion is feverdy 
marked and cenfured in one who is efteemed god- 
ly. When therefore we hear evil fpoken of a man, 
whofe virtuouschara6ter is well eftablilhed, we may 
charitably prefume, that his conduft has been 
mifundemood, or an infirmity has been imputed 
as a fault, or a real fault magnified beyond its de- 
merits. If the flander comes only ixova one, who ia 
known to be unfriendly to him, or to his profeffion, 
or to his religious charader,let it return back on the 
author. For it is more credible that an enemy will 
iBifunderftand,ormifreprefentthe a£tionsof agood 
man,than that a good man willnofsly depart nrom 
his habitual condud^ and eflablimed chara&er. 

Solomon £iy8, ^^ He who utters a flander bafool." 
He is a fool, becaufe he difcovers a mifchievous dif- 
pofition, trifles with truth and fports with human 
happine&. Hedoes evU without aprofpedof advan- 
tage to himfelf } and brings on himfelf the mifchidF^ 
which he intended for another. ^^ The foors 
mouth is his own deffaiidion, and his lips are the 
fnare of his foul.*' 

"6. We fee, that we ihould be iblicttous, rather 
to become wife, than to be thought fo ; rather to 
maintain the power^ than to acquire the reputa- 
tion of religion. 
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Haw much foever we may defire a good repu- 
tation, it is really of little value farther than we 
deferve it. We all choofe to ftand well in the opin- 
ion of the world j but if we ftand too high, oyr 
Handing is precarious. It will be no eafy matter to 

1)referve it. We are more e:spofed to envy and ob- 
oquy ; more liable to fall, and to be wounded by 
a fall, than if we ftood on humbler ground. 

If men think better of us than wc deferve, they 
will exped more from us than we can do. Di&p- 
pointed in their expeftations, they will cenfure 
us more feverely, than if we had made more mod- 
eft pretenfions. " For a man to feek his own glo- 
ry, is not glory. A man's pride will bring mm 
low J but honor will uphold the humble in fpirit.** 
Our greateft ambition fhould be to ftand approv- 
ed in the fight of God, to do our duty, correft our 
errors, improve in every virtuous temper, and a- 
boundinthofe works,which are of good report,and 
worthy of praife. When our reputation for wif- 
dom rifes by wife improvements, and our charac- 
ter for religion is fupported by religious pradice, 
we are in little danger from the obloquy of the 
world. The fiiafts of calumny will not pierce 
deep J they will either pafs harmlels by us, or, 
falling on the buckler of our righteoufnefs, will 
recoil on him who fends them. The apoftles, con- 
fdousof their integrity and the divine approba- 
tion, could pafs through good report and evil re- 
port J through honor and diftionor, without ele- 
vation in the one cafe, or depreflion in the other. 
Finally, brethren, whatfoever things are true, 
honeft, juft, pure, lovely, and of good report ; 
if there be any virtue, any praife, think on thefe 
things ; and the things, which ye have heard and 
learned, thefe choofe and pradife, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 

fINIS. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



"digitized 



byGoo^V 



r 



r_pai^5ar7 




'; Google f 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



